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INTRODUCTION 


The nine stories in this book are those which- 
besulcs Childhood, Boyhood and Youth and Tales of An 
/./> -1 olstoy wrote before he began his great novel 
W ar and Peace and Anna Karenina. 

^ Five of them are semi>autobiographical, deali 
in fictional form with experiences of his own. 

^^J^^^^^rd-MarkePs Notes grew out of his stay ; 
lifhs in i85i, vvhcn he went there for his examiiu 
tions to qualify for a commission in the arm’^- " 
tells in his Diary of having ‘played for points \iiiL 
nwkcr and lost . . . indeed I might have lost my all 
The Snow Storm relates an incident that occuri f 
in January 1854 when he was returning home fre 
the Caiu asus before proceeding to take part in ^ 
Crimean War. 


Two Hussars was the first story he wrote dealin 
with a theme rather outside his own personal e- 
perience 'Fhe description of the elder Turbin flik 

i CojwA-j, and later on . 

iladji Murad) shows how attracted he was by 
strong, fearless, intense personality made all in or 
piece— as the Russians call it—who reg; 
less of scruples goes direct to his goal, unm 
1 olst<)y himself who often felt drawn in differe 
directions. 


Ihe iiext two stories deal with serfdom — whicl^ 
was the burning problem of that day. The Imperil 
l)ecree of Emancipation was issued in Februa? 

I )!, and the liberation of the serfs was gradual 
earned out during the following years. The matt 
was one closely alTccting Tol.sloy, who had ma 
earnest eliorts to emancipate his otvn serfs soon 
but liad been prevented from doing so by the f) 
that his estate, with the scrls on it, was mortgap 
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The first of these serf stories is A Landlord's Mornings 
iginally planned as part of a full-sized novel. 
Polikushka is on the same theme. In it Tolstoy, with 
lany ironic touches, shows up the evils of the system 
ithout depicting^ either the serf-owner or serf as 
\human. The impression the story made at the 
lie is indicated by Turgenev’s remarks in a letter 
his friend Fet: 

After you left, I read Tolstoy’s Polikthhka and mar- 
riled at the strength of his huge talent. Hut he has used 
d too much material, and it is a ])ity he drowned the 
makes it too terrible. But there arc pages that 
c ii jly wonderful. It makes a cold shudder run down 
*cn my back, though you know my bark luis grown 
kk and coarse. He is a master, a master!’ 

Lucerne tells of something that happened during 
Jstoy’s first visit to Western Europe. His cousin, 
ountess Alexandra Tolstoy, who was in charge of 
ic daughters of the Grand IDuchess Marie of Lich- 
nberg, recounts that on reaching LuetTne a few 
iys after Tolstoy she found him terribly excited 
id flaming with indignation; 

’'Hi is is what he told us had happened the previous 
truing. An itinerant musician had ])lay(‘d f)r a long 
0" under the balcony of the Schwci/eihof where 

.v/itsiderable company of people were sitting. Every one 
joyed the performance, but when he raised his rap for 
reward no one threw him a single sou -an unpleasant 
ict, certainly, but one to which Toist6y attributed almost 
iminal dimensions. 

^To retaliate on the smart public there assembled he 
'k the mubic ian by the arm and, .seating him at his < Avn 
le, ordered supper and champagne for him. I hardly 
ik the guests, or even the poor musician himself, quite 
rcciatcd the irony of this action. It characterized 
I the WTiier and the man.’ 

'Iberty less closely copied from any actual occur- 
grew out of an encounter with a talented but 
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drunken musician, Rudolph, whom Tolstdy met in 
Petersburg and took to Yasnaya Polyana, hopin ^4 
to study music with him and cure him of h. 
intemperance. 

Three Deaths expresses Tolstdy’s consciousness 
the futility and exactingness often met with anon 
educated and well-to-do people. In it he contras 
the querulous invalid lady with the dying pcasai 
and the useful tree which made no demancs 
any one. 

Walking with Turgenev one day in the count' 
Tolstdy noticed a decrepit old horse in an enclosu' 
and proceeded to describe its feelings so convinc'n 
that Turgenev remarked: T am sure, Leo f 
laevich, tliat you must once have been a i 
yourself.’ What connexion that incident had v 
the writing of Strider: The Story of a Horse if 
certain, but what is definitely known is that 
poet, M. A. Stakhdvich, began a story entit 
The Adventures of a Piebald Gelding, but died wit’ 
completing it. A member of his family told 
outline of the story to Tolstdy, and in 1863 
latter drafted one on similar lines but not K 
satisfied with it left it unfinished. Much later. 
1885, his wife who was then publishing a collec 
edition of his works and wanted some fresh ma 
for it, persuaded him to revise the story and a*, 
conclusion, which he did, dedicating it to M 
Stakhdvich. 


December 
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A BILLIARD-MARKER’S NOTES 

I T was going on for three when it happened. The 
gentlemen playing were ‘the big guest’ (as our 
people called him), the prince (who always goes 
about with him), the gentleman with whiskers, the 
little hussar, Oliver (the one who has been an actor), 
and the pan.' There were a good many people. 

The big guest was playing with the prince. I just 
go round the table with the rest in my hand, count- 
ing ‘ten and forty-eight, twelve and forty-eight’. 
Everybody knows what it is to l)e a billiard-m.nkcr. 
You haven’t had a bite all day, nor slept for two 
nights, but you must keep calling the scoie and 
taking the balls out. I go on counting and look 
round — there’s a new gentleman coinitig in at the 
door. He looks and looks and then .sits down on the 
sofa. All right. 

‘Who may that be?- C^f what class, I mean?’ 
think I to myself. He was v\cll dressed - oh, vciy 
smartly — all his clothes looked as if they had just 
come out of a bandbox: fine cloth checked trousers, 
short fashionable coat, a [)lush waistcoat, and a gold 
chain with all sorts of little things hanging from it. 

Handsomely dressed, but still h.indsomer him- 
self: slim, tall, hair brushed to the front, latest 
fashion, and with a red and white complexion — in 
a word, a fine fellow. 

Of course, in our business we see all sorts of 
people: the grandest that ever were and much 
trash also, so that though you are a marker you fit 
in with people, if you are artful enough I mean. 

I looked at the gentleman and noticed that he 
was sitting quietly and did not know anybody, and 
his clothes were as new as could be. So I think to 

* Pan in Polish and Ukrain^ means ‘squire’ or ‘gentleman’. 
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myself: ‘He is either a foreigner — an Englishman- — 
or some count who has turned up. He bears himself 
well although he is young.’ Oliver was sitting be- 
side him and even moved to make room for him. 

The game was finished— the big guest had lost 
and shouted at me: 

‘You always blunder! You keep looking at some- 
thing else instead of counting properly.’ 

He swore, threw down the cue, and went out. 
What can you make of it? He’ll play a fifty-ruble 
game with the prince of an evening, but now when 
he loses a bottle of Burgundy he’s quite beside him- 
self. He’s that kind of character! Sometimes he 
plays with the ju ince till two in the morning. They 
don’t put their slakes in the pockets,* and I know 
they haven’t cither of them got any money, but they 
just swiigger. 

\Shall we play double or quits for twenty-five?’ 

V\ll light.’ 

But if you just dare to yawn or tlon’t put a ball 
right ' after all, one is not made ol'stone — then they 
just jump down \our throat; 

‘VVe are not phuing for chips, but for money!* 

That one [)lagues me more than all the rest . . . 

Well- —so the prince says to the new gentleman, 
when the big one has gone: 

‘Would you caie to have a game with me?’ 

‘With pleasure!’ he says. 

As long as he was sitting down he looked quite a 
sport, and seemed to have plenty of confidence, but 
when he got up anti came to the table he was — not 
exactly timid ~n<>, he was not timid, but one could 
see he was upset. W hether he was uncomfortable in 
his new clothes, or frightened because everybody 

* Thr pl.iNt'rs put the nionry they staked in the pockets of 
the bilhaul-t.ihlr, and the pLucr who pocketed a ball took the 
money when he iix)k the ball out. 
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,.as looking at him, anyhow Itis denc^s 

r,nu-. He walked somehow sideways, his pocket 

hatching the table pockets ^Vllen cha king the a e 
he dropped the chalk, and when he 
into a pock<-t he kept looking round and 
Not liko .1.0 princo-he was .«0<1 to - ho w,... d 
chalk the cue and his hand, turn up ‘ ^ 

just smash the b.dls into the pockets, 

^ 'rhev plaved two or three games -I (h)n t quite 
remember— and the prince put down the cue an 

said : , 

‘Allow me to ask your name . . . 

‘Nekhlyiidov,’ he says. 

‘Didn’t your father command a corps. 

SIlVS. 1 j 

Then they began talking 

I didn’t understand. Probably talking about their 

says the prince, ‘I’m very glad to have 

made vour acquaintance. 

He washed his hands and went out to ge . - 

thing to eat, but the other remained beside the 
table with his cue, shoving the balls . , 

Of course cveiTone knows in our bus.n. ss that the 
ruder one is with a newcomer the Ijcltcr, so 1 beg. 
collecting the balls. He blu-shcd and said. 

‘Of couS,’"l sayllhl^at’s what the billiard-table 

" d.’jn® aThlm and put away the cuca. 

‘Will you play with me? 

‘Of course, sir,’ say 1. 

1 placed the balls. 

‘Is it to be a crawl?’ 

‘What do you mean by a crawl. 

So I say : ‘You pay half a ruble, and I crawl undci 

the table if I lose.’ 
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Of course never having seen such a thing it 
seemed funny to him and he laughed. 

‘Let’s!’ he says. 

‘All right. How much will you allow me?* I 
ask. 

‘Why, do you play worse than I?’ 

‘Of course,’ I say. ‘I can see there arc few players 
to match you.’ 

We began to play. He really thought himself a 
master at it. He banged the balls about dreadfully, 
and the pan sat there and kept saying: 

‘What a ball! What a stroke!’ 

What indeed! He could make strokes, but there 
was no calculation about it. Well, I lost the first 
game as is the usual thing, and began crawling 
under the table and groaning. Here Oliver and the 
pan jumped up and knocked with their cues. 

‘Splendid! Go on!’ they said. ‘Goon!’ 

Go on indeed ! The pan especially ... for half a 
ruble he would himself have been glad not only to 
crawl under the table but under the Blue Bridge. 
And^hen he shouted: 

‘Splendid!’ he says. ‘But you haven’t swept up 
all the dust yet.’ 

I am Petrvishka the marker. Everylxxly knows 
me. It used to be Tyurik the marker, but now it is 
Petnishka. 

But of course I did not show my game. I lost 
another one. 

‘I can’t play level with you, sir,’ I says. 

He laughed. Then after I had won three games 
— ^and wlicn he had a score of forty-nine and I 
nothing, I put my cue on die table and said: ‘Will 
you make it double or quits, sir?’ 

‘Quits, what do you mean?’ he says. 

‘Either you’ll owe me three rubles, or nothing/ 
1 say. 
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‘What?’ he says. ‘Am I playing you for money? 
You fool !’ 

He even blushed. 

Very well. He lost the game. 

‘Enough !’ he says. 

He got out his pocket-book, quite a new one 
bought at the Alagasin Anglais, and opened it. I see 
that he wants to show off. It was chock full of notes, 
all hundred-ruble ones. 

‘No,’ he says, ‘there’s no change there,’ and he 
took three rubles out of his purse. 

' ‘There you arc,’ he says, ‘two for the games, and 
the rest for you to have a drink.’ 

‘Thank you very much,’ I say. I saw he was a 
nice gentleman. One can do a little crawling for 
such as him. The pity was that he didn’t want to 
play, for money — ‘or else,’ think I, ‘I’d manage 
to get maybe twenty or even forty rubles of 
him.* 

When the pan saw the young gentleman’s money 
he says: ‘Would you care to play a game with me? 
You play so splendidly!’ he says, fawning orr him 
like a fox. 

‘No,’ he says, ‘excuse me, please, I haven’t time,’ 
and he went away. 

I don’t know who that pan was. Someone nick- 
named him ‘the pan' and the name stuck to him. 
He’d sit all day long in the billiard-room looking on. 
He had been beaten and sworn at, and no one 
would play with him. He would bring his pipe and 
sit by himself and smoke. But he could play a care- 
ful game ... the beast! 

Well, Nekhlyudov came a second and a third 
time and began coming often. He’d come in the 
morning and in the evening. Billiards, pool, 
snooker, he learnt them all. He grew bolder, got to 
know everybody, and bqgan to play a decent game. 
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Naturally, being a young man of good family and 
with money, everybody respected him. Only oncej 
he liad a row with the l)ig guest. 

It was all about a Irillc. 

They played pool — the prince, the big guest, 
Nekhlyudov, Oliver, and someone else. Nekhlyudov 
stands by the stove talking to someone, it was the 
big fHie’s turn to play. His ball happened to come 
just opposite the stove: (here was not much room 
there, and he likes to play with a big swing. 

Well, whether he didn’t sec Nckhlyiidov or did j 
it on purpose, he took a big swing at the ball and 
hit Nekhlyudov hard in the chest with the butt of 
his cue. The poor fellow even groaned a little. 
And what next ? He didn’t even sav ‘beg pardon’ — 
the rude fellow — but went on without looking at 
him, and even muttered: ‘Why do they shove them- 
selves fonvard? It has made me lose a ball.’ As if 
there was not plenty of room! 

'I'lte other goes up to him, very pale, and says 
quite politely as if nothing had happened: ‘You 
should apologize first, sir. You pushed me.’ 

‘It’s not the time for me to apologize. I ought to 
have won,’ he says, ‘and now that fellow will score 
olf mv ball.’ 

The other says again: ‘You must apologize.’ 

‘Be oil'!’ he says. ‘Pestering like this!’ and keeps 
looking at his ball. 

Nekhlyudov came still nearer and took hold of 
his arm 

‘You're a boor, sir,’ he says. 

For all that he’s slim and young and rosy as a 
girl. yet his eves glittered as fierce as if he weie 
ready to cat him. d'he big guest is a strong man, 
and tall. Much bigger than Nekhlyudov. 

‘What?’ he says. ‘Do you call me a boor?’ 

And he shouts, and lifts his arm to strike him, but 
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the others there junipcd up, seized their arms, and 
drai;fi;ed them apart, 

I’hcy talk and talk — and Nekhlyudov says; 

‘Let him give me satisfaction! He has iiisjilted 
me,’ he says--meanim>; that he wanted him to light 
a duel. Of course ihev were gentlefolk — they have 
such customs . . . nothing can he done with them 
. . . in a word, they're genth'folk! 

‘I won’t give him any kind of satisfartion. He’s 
only a hoy — that ’sail h<* is. I'll pull his cars for him,’ 

‘if you don’t want to light,’ he sa\s, ‘you are not 
an honourable man.’ And he himself was almost 
weeping. 

‘.\nd you’re just an urchin- it’s impossible for 
you to insult mel’ 

Well, they got them apart and took them into 
scp.yate rooms, as is usually done, Nekhlyudov 
was friendly with the prince. 

‘f or God’s sake go ami pcTsuade him to accept a 
duel,’ he says. ‘He was drunk, l)ui he may have 
come to his senses by this lime. 'I'he affair must not 
end like this.’ 

'I'hc prince went. 'I'he big one says: 

‘I have fought duels and 1 have fought in war, 
hut I won’t fight a mere lad -I don’t want to: 
that’s all alxtut it.’ 

Well, they talked and talked and finally left off; 
only the big guest left off coming to our place. 

As far as sensitiveness went Nekhlyudov was like 
a cockerel, very ambitious, but in other matters he 
had no sense at all. 1 remember once the prince 
says to him: ‘Wdiom have you with you here?’ 

‘Nobody,’ he says 

‘How’s that — nobody?’ 

‘Why should there lie anybody?’ 

‘What do you mean by “Why should there be 
anybody?” ’ 
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‘IVc lived by myself up to now,’ he says, ‘so why 
is it impossible?’ 

‘Lived by yourself? You don’t mean it !’ 

And the prince roars with lautjlucr, and the 
whiskered gentleman too. Theydid make fun of him! 

‘So you’ve never . . .?’ they say, 

‘Never!’ 

They died with laughter. Of course I under- 
stood at once why they laughed at him so. I 
watched to see what would come of it. 

‘dome along now,’ says the prince. ‘At once!’ 

‘No, not on any account,’ he says. 

‘Come, that’s enough, it’s too ridiculous,’ he 
says. ‘Have a drink to buck you up, and come 
along.’ 

I brought them a l)ottle of champagne. 7'hey 
drank it, and took the youngster along. .. 

They returned after midnight and sat down to 
supper. There were a lot of them — all the very 
best: Aianov, Prince Razin, Count Shustakh, and 
Mlrtsov. They all congratulate Nekhlyiidov and 
laugh. They called me in, and I see they are all 
rather gjiy. 

‘Congratulate the gentleman !’ they say. 

‘On what?’ I ask. 

Whatever did he call it? . . . On his initiation or 
instti’ation — I don’t quite remember. 

‘I have the honour to congratulate you,’ I say. 

And he sits there, quite red, and only smiles. 
How they laughed! 

Well, tiicy come afterwards into the billiard-room 
all very merry, but Nekhljaidov was unlike himself: 
his eyes were bleared, his lips twitching, and he kept 
hiccoughing and couldn’t say a word properly. Of 
course, it being the first time, he was feeling bowled 
over. He went up to the table, put his elbows on it» 
and said: 
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‘To you it seems funny, but I am sad. Why did 
I do it? I shall not forgive myself, or you, prince, 
for it all my life!* 

And he bursts into tears and weeps. Of course he 
had drunk too much and didn’t know himself what 
he was saying. The prince went up to him smiling. 

‘That’s enough!’ he says. ‘It’s a mere trifle! . . . 
Come home, Anatole.’ 

‘I won’t go anywhere. Why did I do it?’ And 
he sobs. He wouldn’t go away from the billiard- 
stable, and that was all there was to it. What it is 
when a fellow is young and not used to it . . . And 
he spoilt the table there and then. Next day he 
paid eighty rubles for having cut the cloth. 

So he often used to come to us. Once he came in 
with the prince and the whiskered gentleman who 
always went about with the prince. He was an 
official, or a retired officer — Heaven only knows— 
but the gentlemen all called him ‘I*'cd6t’. He had 
high cheekbones and was very ugly, but dressed 
well and came in a carriage. Why the gentlemen 
liked him so, God only knows. It’s ‘Fed6t, Fcddt,’ 
and you see them treating him to food and drink, 
paying for him. But he was a desperate fellow! If 
he lost he did not pay, but if he won — that was 
. different! The big guest has abused him and 
beaten him before my eyes, and challenged him to 
a duel. . . . But he always went about arm-in-arm 
with the prince. ‘You’d be lost without me!’ he 
says. ‘I’m Feddt and the others arc not.’ Such 
a wag. 

Well, so they come in, and say: 

‘Let’s play pool, the three of us.’ 

‘All right,’ they say. 

They began playing for ihrcc-rublc stakes. 
Nckhlyfldov and the prince jabber together. ‘You 
should just see,’ he says,*‘what a foot she has!’ 
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'Never mind her foot — it’s her hair that’s sc 
beautiful.’ 

Of course they didn’t attend to the game but only 
talked together. But Fedot knows his lousiness and 
plays trickily while they mi.ss or run in. And he wins 
six rubles of each of them. Heaven only knows 
what accounts he had with the prince — they never 
paid one another any money; but Nehlyudov got 
out two three-ruble notes and held them out to him. 

‘No,’ he says, ‘I won’t take the money from you. 
Txit’s play an ordinary game — double or quits, 
mean cither twice as much or nothing.’ 

I placed the balls for them. Fcdcit took odds and 
they began the game. Nekhlyiidov made strokes 
just to show oir, and when he had a chance to 
pocket a ball and run out, he says: ‘No, I don’t 
want it — it’s too easy,’ but Feddt doesn’t neglect 
his business and keeps on scoring. Of course he 
didn’t show what he could do, but won the game as 
if by chance. 

‘Let’s play double or quits again,’ he says. 

‘All right.’ 

He won again. 

‘We began with a trifle,’ he says. ‘I don’t want to 
take so much from you. Double or quits again, yes?’ 

‘Yes.’ 

Say what one will one ’s sorry to lose fifty niblcs, 
and Nekhlyiidov himself says: ‘Let’s have double or 
quits again.’ So it went on and on, more and more. 
At last he’d lost two hundred and eighty rubles. 
Feddt knows all the tricks: he would lose a single 
stake and win a double; and the prince sits there 
and sees that things are getting serious, 
he says, *assezr 

Not a bit of it ! They keep increasing the stakes. 

At last Nekhlyiidov owed him over five hundred 
rubles Fedot puts down his cue and says: 
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‘Haven’t we had enou'j;h? I am tired,’ he says. 

But really he was ready to play till sunrise il' there 
was money in it — all his craftiness of course. 'J'hc 
other was still more anxious to go on. ‘Let’s play, 
let ’s play !’ he says 

‘No, really I’m tiied . . . Come upstairs. You can 
take your revenge there.’ 

At our place gentlemen played carils upstairs. 
They’d start with preference and then go on to a 
gambling game. 

Well, from that dav on I’eddt netted XekhlMulov 
so that he began coining to us every day 1 hey’d 
have a game or two, and then it was ‘Upstairs, 
upstairs!’ 

What they did there Heaven only knows, but 
Xekhlyiidov became a dilleient man, and every- 
thing was flout i.shing with Fedot. 

Formerly Nekhlyiidov had been smart, clean, his 
hair well brushed; but now he was only like his real 
self in the morning; after having been upstairs he 
would come down dishevelled, with Hull on his 
coat and his hands dirty. 

One day he comes down with the prince like that, 
pale, his lips trembling, and disputing altoui .some- 
thing. 

‘I won't permit him,' he says, ‘to tell me I am . . 

— however ditl he put it.-’ . . . ‘unwell-manncucd’ or 
something like that — ‘and that he. won’t win against 
me. 1 have paid him,' he «iys, ‘ten thousand 
rubles so he ought to be more carelul before 
others.’ 

‘Come now,’ says the piince, ‘is it worth Ixiing 
angry with Fedot?’ 

‘No,’ he says, ‘I w'on’t put up with it.’ 

‘Stop!’ he says. ‘How can you lower yourself so 
&r as to have an affair with Fedot?’ 

‘But outsiders were present.’ 
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‘What if there were outsiders! If you like, I’ll 
make him beg your pardon at once.* 

‘No,’ says he. 

And they jabbered something in French that I 
did not understand. Well, what do you think? 
That same evening they had supper with Fed6t 
and tlie friendship continued. 

Well, he’d sometimes come along. 

‘How is it?’ he’d say. ‘Do I play well?’ 

Of course it’s our business to please everyone. 
‘Very well,’ I say. But lord ! — he just knocks the 
balls about without any kind of judgement. And 
ever since he got thick with Fedot he always played 
for money. Before that he did not like playing for 
any kind of stakes, not even for a lunch or cham- 
pagne. Sometimes the prince would say: 

‘Let’s play for a bottle of champagne.’ i 

‘No,’ he’d say, ‘I’d rather just order one. Hullo 
there ! Bring a bottle of champagne I’ 

But now he began to play only for money. He’d 
walk up and down all day at our place either play- 
ing billiards with someone or going upstairs. So I 
thinks to myself: ‘Why should otheis get it all, and 
not me?’ 

‘Why haven’t you played with me for such a long 
time, sir?’ I says. 

And we started playing. 

When I had won some five rubles of him: ‘Shall 
wc play double or quits, sir?’ I says. 

He doesn’t answer — doesn’t say ‘Fool!’ as he did 
before. So wc play double or quits again and again. 
I won some eighty rubles of him. Well, what d’you 
think? He played with me every day. Only he’d 
wait till no one else was there, because of course he 
was ashamed to play with a marker. One day he 
happened to get a bit excited when he already 
owed me some sixty rubles. 
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‘Shall we play for the whole amount?' he says. 

‘All right,’ I say. 

l(S'’hundred and twenty to one hundred and 

twenty?’ 

‘v\ll right.’ 

!C";u,nd"ed and forty to two hundred and 

kn't that too murh?’ I says ^ 

He doesn’t answer, plaN^ huml.ed and 

‘I'onr hundred and eighty to loin 

"‘f S'v: ‘Whv should I lake advantage ol ^.m, sir? 

Plav lor a humlird ilr UtVl to be! 

How he did j -f V‘\ e . Taihcr you play 

‘I’ll knock you to bits, nesay. 
or YOU don’t!’ r,,,. ;t 

V\ ell I see there is no help fot j , t ,5, 

‘l.et it be three hundred and eighty, < V • 
or course 1 meant to loK. ^ 

I allowed him lortv; „„d 

two and mine „Iv imll M.uiiiing well, 

scored eighteen, bu , . ' j|.,. it ,( l>ound. No 

I struck the ban in and won the game 

good, it cannoned and ran m an 

again. , , t,- ,i;.i not call me 

‘Listen, Peter, he say «holr now, but 

;^t;?m-Jttaelc'’ouVp^^^ 

A"flushed quite red and his voice even 

"'•Ve^good. sir,' I says, and put down the cue. 

I In the game of ‘f“V “o run fn off'll couoO six, » 

tr£e«'rer'"afr."Jl.£ teote. eighteen. 
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He paced up and down a bit and the perspiration 
just ran down his face. 

‘Peter,’ he says, ‘let’s play for the whole amount!’ 

He was nearly crying. 

I say: 

‘What, play again, sir?’ 

‘Do please!’ 

And he hands me the cue himself. I took the cue 
and flung the b.ilis on the table so that they fell onto 
the floor — of course I had to show off— and I say: 
‘All right, sir!’ 

He was in such a hurry that he himself picked a 
ball up. I thought to myself: ‘I shan’t get the seven 
hundred away, so I might as well lose.’ So I pur- 
posely played badly. And what do you think? 

‘Why,’ he says, ‘do you play l)adly on purpose?’ 

And his hands tremble, and when a ball rolls 
towards a pocket he spreads out his fingers, his 
mouth goes awiy, and he stretches his head and his 
hands towards the pocket. So that I say: 

‘I’liat won’t help, sir!’ 

^VelI, when he had won that game, I says: 

‘You’ll owe me a hundred and eighty rubles and 
a hutidicd and fifty games — and I’ll go and have 
supper.’ 

I put down my cue and went away. 

I sit down at a little tabic by the door and look to 
see what he’ll do. What d’you think? He walks up 
and down — thinking I expect that nobody secs him 
— ^and pulls so at his hair! Then he walks about 
ag.ain muttering to himself, and suddenly gives 
another pull 1 

After that we didn’t see him for eight days or so. 
Then he came in once into the dining-room, looking 
as gloomy as anything, but didn’t go into the 
billiard-room. 

The prince noticed him. 
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‘Cninc, let’s have a game!’ he said, 
he says, ‘I won't play any more.’ 

‘Oh, nonsense! Come along!’ 

‘No,’ he says, ‘I won’t. It would do you no good 
for me to come and it would do me harm.’ 

So lie didn’t come for another ten d.iys. Then in 
the holidays he looked in one dav in a dre.ss suit — 
evidently he had been paying calls -and reinainetl 
for the rest of the day playing all the time: ne.xt dav 
he came again, and the day after, anti then things 
went on in the old way. I wanted to play with him 
ag.iiu. 

‘No, I won’t play wdth you,’ he savs, ‘but come to 
me in a month's time for the hundietl and eighty 
rubles I owe you and you shall have them.’ 

Ail right. A month later I went to him. 

‘0« my word,’ he says, ‘I haven’t got it, but 
come back on Thursday.’ 

I went on the 'Ihursday. He had such an 
excellent little flat. 

‘Is the master at home?’ I says. 

‘Not tip yet,’ they tell me. 

‘All right. I’ll wait.* 

His valet was a serf of his own — an old, grey- 
haired fellow, simjile and not up to any tricks. So 
A'c had a talk together. 

‘VViiat are wc living here for?’ lie says. ‘My 
master is running quite to waste, and wc get no 
honour nor profit in this Petersburg of yours. When 
we came from the country wc thought we’d be as it 
used to be when the old master — the Kingdom of 
Heaven be his! — was alive; visiting piinccs, counts, 
and generals. Wc thought we’d get some queenly 
countess with a dowry, and live like a nobleman; 
but it turns out that w'c do nothing but run from 
one restaurant to another — quite bad! Princess 
Rtfshcheva, you know, ,»s an aunt of ours, and 
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Prince Borotynzev is our godfather. What d’vou 
think? He’s only been to see them once, at Christ-j 
mas, and hasn’t shown his nose there since. Even 
their servants laugh at me: “Seems your master 
doesn’t take alter his papa !’’ they say. I once said 
to him: 

‘ “Why don’t you go to sec your auntie, sir? She 
is sad at not having seen you so lotig.” 

‘ “It’s dull there, Demyanych!” he says. 

‘Just look at that! The only pleasure he’s found 
is at the restaurants. If only he were in public 
service somewhere — but no, he is only interested in 
cards and the like, and sucli doings never lead to any 
good . . . Eh, eh, we’re ruining ourselves — ruining 
ourselves for nothing! We inherited from our 
dec<Msed mistress — the Kingdom of Heaven be 
hets! -a very rich estate: more than a thoMsand 
serfs and more than three hundred thousand iul>les’ 
worth of forest l.ind. He’s moitgagcd it all now, 
soUl the lorcst, ruined the peasants, and nothing 
comes of it. In the master’s absence a steward is 
more than a master, as is well known. What docs 
the stewarrl care? i Ic skins the peasants completely, 
and there ’s an end of it. All he wants is to stuif his 
own pockets, though they all die of hunger. The 
othei- day two peasants came here to complain from 
the \sholc commune. 

‘ “He’s ruined the serfs completely,” they said. 

‘Well, he read the complaints, gave the peasants 
ten rubles each and said: “I shall come myself srx>n. 
As soon as I receive money I’ll settle up and leave 
town.” 

‘But “settle up” indeed, when we keep making 
debts! Why, we have lived here the winter and 
have got through some eighty tliousand rubles, and 
now there’s not a ruble left in the house! And it’s 
all because of his charitableness. Oh, what a simple 
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^.ntleman he is— there are no words for it. It’s 
^cause of that he is perishing, perishing just for 

nothing'.’ 

And the old man almost wept. 

Nekhlyiidov woke up about eleven and called 

"'They haven’t sent me the money, but it is not 
my fault,; he says. ‘Shut the door. 

‘Here,’* he says, ‘take this watch or this diamond 
pin and pawn it. They’ll give you ^ 

hundred and eighty rubles for it, and when g 
the money I will buy them out, he says. 

“gl, sir’ 1 ly. 'If you l.avu no jnnney^t 

can’t be helped: let me have the watch-I 11 pawn 

" f'rould see myself that the watch was worth 

pa“. for a hondred rubles and 

brought him the ticket. r/.r1**<Tn 

‘You’ll owe me eighty rubles, and you can rede 

the watch yourself,’ I 

Those eighty rubles are still owing me 

So he kept coming to us every day ag.un. I d 

know what arrangements there were ^m 

but he and the prince always went about toge ther, o^ 
they went upstairs with hedot to play c. .. 
they had some queer accounts among - 

them I One gave to another, the other to the thi , 
but you could not at all make out who was owing 

he came to u.s in this way alrnost every day 
for two years. Only he had lost his old 
became bold, and it got to such a 
he’d borrow a ruble from me to pay his c^h fare 
yet he still played with the prince for a hundred 

rubles a game. 
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He grew thin, sallow, and gloomy. He’d come in, 
order a glass of absinthe at once, have a snack, andi 
wash it down with port wine, and then he would 
seem a bit brighter. 

He came one day during Carnival, and began 
playing with some hussar. 

‘bo you want to liuve something on tlie game?’ 
says tlie hussar. 

‘Ceitainly,’ he says. ‘How mu< li.^’ 

‘Shall it be a bottle of burgundy?’ 

‘All right.’ 

Well, the hussarwon, and they sat down to dinner 
They sat down, and Nekhhiidov says at once: 

‘Simon, a b<jttle of Clos Vougeot — and mind it’s 
properly wanned.’ 

Simon went out and brought some food, but no 
bottle. 

‘Wi'll, and the wane?’ 

Simon ran out and brought the joint. 

‘bring the wine,’ says Nekhlyudov. 

Simon sa\s nothing. 

‘ll.ive you gone mad? We’re linishing dinner 
and theie’s no wine. Who diinks it with the 
dessei t ?’ 

Simon ran out. 

‘'I'he pioi)i ielor would like to see you,’ he says. 

Nekhlsudov went tiuite red and jumped up from 
the t.iblc — 

*\Shat does he want?’ he says. 

1 he proprietor was standing at the door. 

T can’t give you any more credit unless you pay 
me what you owe.’ 

‘But I told you I’d pay at the beginning of nc.\t 
month!’ 

‘/\s you please, but I can’t go on giving credit 
and not rccei\ing anything. As it is I lose tens of 
thousands by bad debu.’ 
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‘Oh, come, mon cher,' he says, ‘surely you can 
' trust me ! Send up the bottle, and I will try to pay 
you as soon as possible.’ 

And he ran back. 

‘What did they call you away for?’ asked the 
hussar. 

‘Just to ask me about somethin, 

‘A little warm wine now would be just the thing,* 
says the hussar. 

‘Well, Simon, how about it?’ 

Poor Simon ran out again. A.gain there w<as no 
wine or anything. It was a b:ul lookout. Nekhlyiidov 
got up from the table and came to me. 

‘For God’s sake, Petrushka,’ he says, ‘let me have 
six rubles.’ 

He looked beside himself 

‘I haven’t got it, sir, on my word ! As it is you’re 
owing me a lot.’ 

‘I’ll give you forty rubles in a w'eek’s time for the 
six!’ 

‘If I had it,’ I says, ‘I wouldn’t dare refuse you, 
but really I haven’t got it.’ 

And what do you think? He rushed out, clench- 
ing his teeth, and ran up and down the corridor like 
a madman, banging himself on the forehead. 

‘Oh, my God!’ he says. ‘What does it me.an?’ 

He didn’t even go back to the dining-room, but 
jumped into a carriage and drove off. 

How they laughed! The hussar says: 

‘Where ’s the gentleman who was dining with me ?’ 

‘Gone,’ they say. 

‘What do you mean — gone? What message did 
he leave?’ 

‘He didn’t leave any message,’ they tell him. ‘He 
just got in and drove away.* 

*A fine goose!’ he says. 

‘Well,’ 1 think to myself, ‘now he won’t come for 
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a long time, after such a dis^ce.* But next day 
towards evening he came again, just the same. He 
went to the billiard-room with a box of some kind 
he had brought with him. He took off his overcoat. 

‘Let’s play!’ he says, looking from under his 
brows very cross. 

We played a game. 

‘That ’s enough,’ he says. ‘Go and get me a pen 
and paper. I have to write a letter.’ 

Thinking nothing and guessing nothing, I 
brought the paper and put it on the table in the 
little room. 

‘It’s all ready, sir,’ I says. 

Well, so he sat down at the table and wrote and 
wrote something; then he jumped up frowning. 

‘Go and sec if my carriage has come!’ 

It happened on the Friday in Carnival Week, so 
none of our gentlemen were there: they had all gone 
to balls. 

I was just going to find out about the carriage, 
but was hardly out of the door when he cried: 
‘Petnishka! Petrushka!’ as if frightened of some- 
thing. 

I came back, and there he stood as white as a 
sheet, looking at me. 

‘You were pleased to call me, sir?’ 1 says. 

He was silent. 

‘What is it you want, sir?’ 

He was still silent. 

‘Oh, yes! Let’s have another game,’ he says. 

Well, he won the game. 

‘Have I learnt to play well?’ he says. 

‘Yes,’ says I. 

‘That’s it,’ he says. ‘Now go and find out about 
my carriage.’ 

And he paces up and down the room. 

Without thinking anything, I went out onto the 
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jrch and saw that there was no carriage there at 
m 1, and went back. 

As I go back it sounds as if someone had given a 
knock with a cue. 

I go into the billiard-room — there’s a strange 

smell. . 

1 look: and there he lies on the floor covered with 
blood, with a pistol thrown down beside him. I was 
ito frightened that I could not say a word. 

He jerked his leg again and again and stretched 
^mseif. Then his throat rattled, and he stretched 

out like this. 1 • r 

' And why such a sinful thing happened to him I 
mean, why he ruined his soul — (lod alone knows; 
he left nothing but this paper behind, but I can’t 
understand it at all. 

Rejilly, what things gentlemen do! . . . Gentle- 
folk— that’s it— gentlefolk ! 

*God gave me everything man can desire: w«\dth, 
a name, intelligence, and noble .aspirations. 1 
wanted to enjoy myself and trampled in the mire all 
that was good in me. 

‘I am not dishonoured, not unfortunate, have 
committed no crime; but I have done worse 1 
have killed my feelings, rny reason, my youth. 

‘I am enmeshed in a dirty net from which I can- 
not free myself and to which 1 cannot get used. I 
continually fall and fall, feel myself falling, and 
cannot stop. 

‘It would be easier if I were dishonoured, un- 
fortunate, or a criminal. Then there would be 
some consolation of gloomy greatness in my despair. 
If I were dishonoured I could raise myself above 
the perception of honour held in our society and 
, could despise it. 

‘If I were unfortunate I could complain. If I had 
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conimittrda crime I redeem it by repentance 

or by suHerincf punishment: but I am meicly l)ase,^ 
nasty— I know it and cannot raise myself. 

‘And what has ruined me? Had I some strong, 
passion which could be my excuse? No. 

‘Sevens, aces, champagne, the yellow in the 
middle pocket, grey or rainbow-coloured currency 
notes, cigarettes, women who could be bought — 
th(»se arc my recollections! 

‘Oric terrible moment when I forgot myself, a 
humiliation I shall never wipe out, has made me 
rcc<dlect myself. I was horrilicd when I saw what' 
an immeasurable gull s(‘paratcs me from what I 
wished to be and might have been. In my imagina- 
tion the dreams and thoughts of my youth re- 
app<'ared. 

‘Where arc those bright thoughts of life, of 
etci nitv, of God, which filled my soul so clearly and 
pow(‘rfully? W'herc is that force of love — not con- 
fined to any person — that filled my soul with such 
joyful warmth.'^ Where is my hope of development, 
my sympathy with all that is excellent, iny love of 
my irlations, neighbours, work, and fame? Where 
is my sense of duty? 

T was insulted— and challenged the man to a 
duel and thought I had fully satisfied the demands 
of honour. I needed money to satisfy my vices and 
vanity, and I ruined a thousand families entrusted 
to me by God and did it without shame — I who so 
well understood those sacred obligations. A dis- 
honourable man told me that I had no conscience 
and that I wished to steal — and I remained friends 
with him because he was a dishonourable man and 
told me that he had not meant to offend me. I w'as 
told that it was ridiculous to be chaste and I 
abandoned without regret the flower of my soul — 
my innocence — to a purchasable woman. 
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‘And how good and happy I might have been had 
[ trodden the path wliich on entering life n>y fresh 
niiid and my cliildlike, gcmiine feeling indicated 
p me! More than once 1 tried to escape from the 
:iii in which my life was moving and get back to 
3i.ll liright path. I told myself: I will n.se all the will 
[ I'.ave— but I could not. When I remained alone 
t lelt awkw'ard and afraid of myself. When I was 
hitli others I no longer heard the inner voice at all, 
bid sank lower aiul lowt'r. 

* ‘At last I reached the terrible conviction that I 
could not rise, and left off thinking of doing so an>J 
tiied to forget myself; but hopeli ss renioise tor- 
niented me still more. 'I’hen tfie idea — teirible to 
jihers but comforting to me - of suicide first 
Jecurred to me But in that ic-speet also I was 
mean and base. Only yesterday's .stupid aflair with 
the hussar gave me suflicient resolution to carry out 
iny intention. Nothing honourable remained in 
me — only vanity, and out of vanity I am doing the 
f’lic good action of my life. I formerly thotight that 
the prcjximity of death would uplif t my soul. 1 was 
mistaken. In a quarter of an hour 1 sliall be no 
more, yet my views have not changed at all. I still 
see, still hear, still think, in the same way. 'There is 
the same strange inconsistency, inconsequence, 
vacillation, and levity in my thoughts .so contrary 
to the unityand clarity that man is- (iod knows why 
—able to conceive of. 'J'hmights of what will l.)c 
beyond the tomb and of wliat will be said to- 
morrow about my death at Aunt Rtfshcheva’s 
present themselves to me with equal force.’ 
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THE SNOW STORM 

A SHORT STORY 

I 

-■TAViMG drunk tea towards seven o’clock in (hr 
xl-cvening, I left a station, the name ol’ which I 
Ba\c forgotten, (hough I know it was somewh(‘re in 

i hc district ol the Don Co.ssack Army near Noro- 
lii ik.'ussk. It was alrcMcly daik when, having 
napped myself in my fur coat, I took my seat 
iiider the apron beside Aleshka in the sledge. 
'sVar the post-station it seemed mild and c.dm. 
Iimigh no snow was filling, not a star was visible 
nnhead and the sky looked extiemely low and 
il.iek, in contrast to the clean snowy plain spieacl 
)ut be, fore us. 

We had hardly passed the dark shapes ol the 
windmills, one of which clumsilv tinned its large 
sculs, and left the settlement behind us, when I 
noticed that the road had become heavier and 
peeper ir> snow, that the wind blew mote fiercely 
bn the left, tossing the horses' tails and manes side- 
.vays, and that it kept carrying away the snow 
•tirred up by the hoofs and sleclgc-rurmei.s. '1 he 
'V)und of the b^'U began to die down, and through 
omc opening in my sleeve a stream of cold air 
forced its way behind my back, and I recalled the 
.station-master’s advice, not to start for fear of going 
astray all night and being frozen on the roaeJ. 

‘Shan’t we lx; losing our way ?’ I said to (he driver, 
and not receiving an answer I put my question 
more definitely; ‘I say, driver, do you think we shall 
reach the next station without losing our way?’ 

‘God only knows,’ he answered without turning 
^is head. ‘Just see how' the snow drifts along the 
ground! Nothing of the road to be seen. O Iz>rdl’ 
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‘Yes, but you’d better tell me whether you expect 
to get me to the next station or not?’ I insisted 
‘Shall we get there?’ 

‘We ought to manage it,’ said the driver, and 
went on to add something the wind prevented my 
hearing. 

I did not feel inclined to turn back, but the idea 
of straying about all night in the Irost and snow- 
storm on the perfectly bare steppe which made up 
that part of the Don Army district was also far 
from pleasant. Moreover, though I could not see 
my driver very well in the dark, I did not much like 
the look of him and he did not inspire me with con- 
fidence. lie sat exactly in the middle of his seat 
with his legs in, instead of to one side; he was too 
big, he spoke la/ily, his cap, not like those usually 
worn by drivers, was too big and flopped from side 
to side; besides, he did not urge the horses on 
prop«'ily, but held the reins in both hands, like a 
footman who had taken the coachman’s place on 
the box. But my chi«*r reason for not believing in 
him was because he had a kerchief tied over his 
ears. In a word he did not please me, and that 
solemn stooping back of his looming in front of me 
seemed to bode no good. 

‘In my opinion we'd better turn back,’ remarked 
Aleslika. ‘'i here’s no sense in getting lost!’ 

‘O Lord! Just look how the snow is driving, 
notliiug of the road to be seen, and it’s closing my 
eyes right up ... O Lord !’ muttered the driver. 

We had not been going a quarter of an hour 
before the driver handed the reins to Aleshka, 
clumsily liberated his legs, and making the snow 
crunch with his big boots went to look for the track. 

‘What is it? Where are you going? Are we off the 
road?’ I asked. But the driver did not answer and, 
turning his face away from the wind which was 



I^^ting into his eyes, walked away I’rom Jhe 
ledge. 

‘\Vell, is there a road?’ I asked when he returned, 
t ‘No, there’s nothing,’ he answered with sudden 

E patience and irritation, as if I were to blame that 
had strayed off the track, and having slowly 
[trust his big legs again into the front ol the sletlge 
e began arranging the reins with his frozen gloves. 
‘Wliat are we to do?’ I asked when we had 
Itarted again. 

‘What are we to do? We’ll drive wh(‘re God 
ends us.’ 

And though we W'ere quite evidently not follow’ing 
i road, we went on at the same slow trot, now 
hrough dry snow five inches deep, and now over 
trittle crusts ot frozen snow. 

Tlyiugh it was cold, the snow on my fur collar 
Tnelted very quickly; the drift along the gtound 
grew worse and worse, and a few dry flakes began 
to fall from above. 

It was plain that we were going heaven knows 
where, for having driven for another quarter of an 
hour we had not seen a single vcrst-jiost. 

‘Well, what do you think?’ I asked the driver 
again. ‘Shall we get to the station.'” 

^ ‘What station? We shall get back, if we give the 
^'horses their head they will take us there, but hardly 
to the next station — we might just perish.’ 

‘Well then, let us go back,’ I said. ‘And really . . .* 
‘Then I am to turn back?’ said the driver. 

‘Yes, yes, turn back!’ 

The driver gave the horses the reins. They began 
to run faster, and though I did not notice that 
we were turning, I felt the wind blowing from a 
different quarter, and we soon saw the windmills 
h* appearing through the snow. The driver cheered 
up and began to talk. 
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‘The other day the return slcclt^cs from the other 
station spent the whole night in a snow storm among 
haystacks and did not get in till the morning. 
Lucky that they got among those stacks, else they’d 
have all been frozen, it was so cold. As it is one of 
them had his fc(!t frozen, and was at death’s door 
for three weeks with them.’ 

‘Ikit it’s not cold now, and it seems calmer,’ I 
said, ‘we might perhaps go on?’ 

Tt’s warm enough, that’s true, but the snow is 
drifting Now that we have it at our back it seems 
easier, but the snow is driving stioiigly. I might go 
if it were on courier-duty or something of the kind, 
but not of my own free will. It’s no joke if a 
passenger gets froz(*n. How am I to answer for 
your honour afterwards.'^’ 


II 

Just then we heaid behind us the bells of several 
tiVnkiis* which were rapidly overtaking us. 

‘it’s the courier’s bell,’ said my driver. ‘I’here’s 
no other like it in the district.’ 

And in iacl the hell of the front troyka, the sound 
ol which was already dearly borne to us by the 
wind, was exceedingly fine: clear, sonorous, deep, 
and slightly quivering. As I learnt afterwards it 
had been elmscn by men who made a hobby of 
troyka bells. I here wxre three bells — a large one in 
the middle with wiiat is called a crimson tone, and 
tw’o small ones tuned to a third and a fifth. The 
ringing of that third and of the quivering fifth 
echoing in the air was extraordinarily efi'ectivc and 
smuigdy l)eautiful in thatsilent and deserted steppe. 

‘ The post is going,’ said my driver, when tlie 
[irst of die three iroykas overtook us. ‘How is tlic 

• A tri)\ ka is a thrcc-horsc sledge, or, more correctly, a team 
)t Uircc horses. 
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id? Is it usable?* he called out to the diivcr of 
: last sledge, but the man only shouted at his 
rses and did not reply. 

il’lie sound of the bells was quickly lost in the 
nd as soon as the post sledges had passed us. 

, J suppose my driver felt ashamed. 

‘Well, let us tiy it again, sir!’ he said to me. 
Others have made their way through and their 
racks will be fiesh.’ 

I agreed, and we turned again, facing the wind 
ind struggling forward through the deep snow, 

[ kept my eyes on the side of the road so as not to 
osc the track left by the trdykas. For some two 
Trsts the track was plainly visible, then only a 
liglit unevenness where the runners had gone, and 
oon I was quite unable to tell whether it was a 
racl^or only a layer of driven snow. My eyes were 
limmed by looking at the snow monotonously 
receding under the runners, and I began to look 
ahead. We saw the third verst-post, but were quite 
unable to find a fourth. As before wc drove against 
the wind, and with the wind, and to the right and 
to tlie left, and at last we came to sueh a jiass that 
the driver said we must have turned olf to the 
right, I said we had gone to the left, and Aleshka 
was sure we had turned right back. Again wc 
Istoppcd several times and the driver disengaged 
his big feet and climlx;d out to look lor the road, 
but all in vain. I too once went to see whether 
something I caught a glimpse of was not the road, 
but hardly had I taken some six steps with difficulty 
against the wind before I became convinced that 
similar layers of snow lay everywhere, and that 
I had seen the road only in my imagination. When 
I could no longer see the sledge 1 cried out: 
‘Driver! Aleshka!’ but I felt how the wind caught 
my voice straight from my mouth and bore it 
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instantly to a distance. I went to where the sledge 
had been — but it was not there; I went to the right, 
it was not there cither. I am ashamed to remember 
in what a loud, piercing, and even rather despairing 
voice I again shouted ‘Driver!’ and there he was 
within two steps of me. His black figure with the 
little whip and enormous cap pushed to one side, 
suddenly loomed up before me. He led me to the 
sledge. 

‘'I'hank the Lord, it’s still warm,’ he said, ‘if the 
frost seized us it would be terrible . . . O Lord 1’ 

‘fJive the horses their he.\d; let them take us 
back,’ I said, having seated myself in the sledge. 
‘They will take us back, driver, eh?’ 

‘They ought to.’ 

He let go of the reins, struck the harness-pad of 
the middle horse with the whip, and we again 
iiifwed on somewhere. We had travelled on for 
about half an hour when suddenly ahead of us we 
recognized the connoisseur's bell and the other 
two, but this time they vsere coming towards us. 
There were the s.ime three trdykas, which having 
d«'livored the mail were now returning to the 
station with relay horses attached. The courier’s 
trdvk.'i with its big horses and musical bells ran 
qitickly in front, with one driver on the driver’s seat 
shouting vigorouslv. Two drivers were sitting in 
the middle of each of the empty sledges that 
tblloweil, and one could hear their loud and merry 
voices. One of them was smoking a pipe, and the 
spark that fiared up in the wind showed part of his 
face. 

lxx)king at them I felt ashamed that I had been 
afraid to go on, and my driver probably shared the 
same feeling, for we both said at once; ‘Let us 
follow them!’ 
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III 

Iy driver, before the tliird Iroyka had passed, 

pan turning so clumsily that his shafts hit the 

irscs attached behind it. They all three shied, 

broke their strap, and galloped aside. 

‘You cross-eyed devil ! Can’t you sec when you’re 
turning into someone, you (Icvil?’ one of the 
diivers seated in the last sledge — a short old man, 
as far as I could judge by his voice and ligurc — 
began to curse in hoarse, (|uivering tones, and 
quickly jumping out of the sh'dge he ran after the 
horses, still continuing his coaisc and harsh abuse 
of my driver. 

But the horses did not stop. The driver followed 
them, and in a moment both he and they \serc lost 
in th^ white mist of driving snow. 

‘V’as(-i-li! Bring along the dun horse! I can’t 
catch them without,’ came his voice. 

One of the other drivers, a v«‘ry tall man, got out 
of his sledge, silently unfastened his three liorses, 
climbed on one of them by its brceehing, and dis- 
appeared at a clumsy gallop in the direction of the 
hrst driver. 

We and the other two troykas started after the 
courier’s troyka, which with its bell ringing went 
along at full trot though there was no road. 

‘Catch them! Not likely!’ said my driver of the 
one who had run after the horses. ‘If a horse won’t 
come to other horses, that shows it’s bewitched and 
will take you somewhere you’ll never return from.* 

From the time he began following the others my 
driver seemed more cheerful and talkative, a fact of 
which I naturally took advantage, as I did not yet 
feel sleepy. I l^egan asking where he came from, 
and why, and who he was, and it turned out that 
like myself he was from Tula province, a serf from 
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Kirpfchnoe village, that they were short of land 
there and had had bad harvests since the cholera 
year. He was one of two brothers in the family, the 
third having gone as a soldier; that they had not 
enough grain to last till Christmas, and had to live 
on outside earnings. His youngest brother was head 
of the house, being married, while he himself was 
a widower. An artel ‘ of drivers came from their 
village to these parts every year. Though he had 
not driven before, he had taken the job to help his 
brother, and lived, thank God, quite well, earning , 
a hundred and twenty assignation rubles a year, of 
which he sent a huntlred home to the family; and 
that life would be (juite good ‘if only the couriers 
were not such beasts, and the people hereabouts not 
so abusive’. 

‘Now why did that driver scold me so? O Lord! 
Did I set his horses loose on purpose? Do I mean 
harm to anybody? And why did he go galloping 
after them? 'riiey’d have come back of themselves, 
and now he’ll only tire out the horses and get lost 
himself,’ siiid the God-fearing peasant. 

‘And what is that black thing there?’ I asked, 
noticing several dark objects in front of us. 

‘Why, a train of carts. That’s pleasant driving!’ 
he went on, when we had come abreast of the huge 
mat-covered wagons on wheels, following one 
another. ‘Look, you can’t see a single soul — they’re 
all asleep. Wise horses know of themselves . . . you 
can’t make them miss the way anyhow . . . We’ve 
driven that way on contract work ourselves,’ he 
added, ‘so we know.’ 

It really was strange to see those huge wagons 
covered with snow from their matted tops to their 

• An arlil was a voluntary association of workers, which had 
a man.vgcr, contracted as a unit, and divided its earnings * 
among its members. 
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by wheels, and moving along all alone. Only in 
ke front corner of the wagon did the malting, 
Ifvered two inches tliick with snow, lift a bit and a 
Ip appear for a moment from under it as otir bells 
iiklcd past. The large piebald horse, stretehiiiff its 
leck and straining its back, went evenly along the 
ompletely snow-hidden road, monotonously shak- 
tig its shaggyhead under the whitened harness-bow, 
ncl pricking one snow-covered ear when we over- 
nok it. 

■ \Vhen we had gone on for another half-hour the 
driver again turned to me. 

‘What d’you think, sir, are we going right?’ 

‘I don’t know,’ I answered. 

‘.\t first the wind came that way, and now we arc 
going right under the wind. No, we are not going 
whesc we ought, we are going astray again,’ h<r said 
quite calmly. 

One saw that, though he was inclinetl to be a 
coward, yet ‘death itself is pleasant in company’ as 
the saying is, and he had become quite tianquil 
now that there were several of us and he no longer 
had to lead and be responsible. He m.ule rernaiks 
on the blunders of the diiver in fn>nt with the 
greatest coolness, as if it were none of his busines.s. 
And in fact I noticed that we sometimes saw the 
fiont troyka on the left .and soinct lines on the right; 
it even seemed to me that we were going round in 
a very small circle. However, that might Ijc an 
optical illusion, like the impression that the leading 
tr6yka was sometimes going uphill, and then along 
a slope, or downhill, whereas I knew that the 
steppe was perfectly level. 

After we had gone on again for some time, I saw 
a long way off, on the very horizon as it seemed to 
me, a long, dark, moving stripe; and a moment 
later it became clear that it was the same train of 
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wagons we had passed before. The snow v^s still 
covering their creaking wheels, some of which did 
not even turn any longer, the men were still asleep 
as before under the matting, and the piebald horse 
in front blew out its nostrils as before, sniffed at the 
road, and pricked its ears. 

‘There, we’ve turned and turned and come back 
to the same wagons !* exclaimed my driver in a dis- 
satisfied voice. ‘The courier’s horses are good ones, 
that’s why he’s driving them so recklessly, but ours 
will stop altogether if we go on like this all night.’ 

He dc.ired his throat. 

‘I.et us turn back, sir, before we get into trouble!’ 

‘No! VVhv? We shall get somewhere.’ 

‘Where shall we get to? We shall spend the 
night in the steppe. How it is blowing ! . . . O Lord ! 

Though I was surprised that the driver of the 
front trdyka, having evidently lost the road and the 
direction, went on at a fast trot without looking for 
the road, and cheerfully shouting, I did not want to 
lag behind tliem. 

‘Follow them!’ I said. 

My driver obeyed, whipping up his horses more 
reluctantly than before, and did not turn to talk U 
me any more. 


IV 

The storm grew more and more violent, and 
snow fell dry and fine. I thought it was beginnin] 
to freeze: my checks and nose felt colder thai 
before, and streams of cold air made their way mor 
frequently under my fur coat, so that I had to wra] 
it closer around me. Sometimes the sledge bumpei 
on the bare ice-glazed ground from which the win< 
had swept the snow. As I had already travell© 
more than five hundred versts without stoppir^ 
anywhere for tlie night, I involuntarily kept closing 
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my eyes and dozing off, although I was much 
^tcrcsted to know how our wandering would end. 
'^ice when I opened my eyes I was struck for a 
Lmcnt by what seemed to me a bright light falling 
P the white plain; the horizon had widened con- 
Kcrably, the lowering black sky had suddenly 
nnished, and on all sides slanting white streaks of 
ailing snow could be seen. The outlines of the 
ront irdykas were more distinct, and as I looked up 
^t seemed for a minute as though the clouds had dis- 
persed, and that only tlie falling snow veiled the 
sky. While I was dozing the moon had risen and 
svas casting its cold bright light through the tenuous 
louds and the falling snow. The only things I saw 
learly were my sledge, the hoises, my driver, and 
the three troykas in frf)nt of us: the com ier's sledge 
in which a driver still sat, as before, driving at a fa.st 
trot; the second, in which tw’o drivers having laid 
down the reins and made a shelter for themselves 
out of a coat sat smoking their pipes all the time, as 
could be seen by the sparks that flew from them; 
and the third in which no one was visible, as 


probably the driver was lying asleep in the Ixxly of 
the sledge. The driver of the first tniyka, however, 
at the time I awoke, occasionally stopj>cd his 
horses and sought for the road. As soon as we 
' stopped the howling of the wind sounded Icjuder 
and the vast quantity of snow borne through the 
air became more apparent. In the snow-shrouded 
moonlight I could see the driver’s short figure 
probing the snow in front of him with the handle of 
his whip, moving backwards and forwards in the 
white dimness, again returning to his sledge and 
jumping sideways onto his seat, and again amid the 
monotonous whistling of the wind 1 heard his 
dexterous, resonant cries urging on the horses, and 
the ringing of the bells. Whenever the driver of the 
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front troyka got out to search for some sign of a road 
or haystacks, there came from the second troyka the 
bold, self-confident voice of one of the drivers 
shouting to him: 

‘Hey, Ignashka, you’ve borne quite to the left! 
Bear to the right, facing the wind !’ Or: ‘What are 
you twisting about for, quite uselessly? Follow the 
snow, see hf)\v the drifts lie, and we’ll come out just 
right.’ Or: ‘Take to the right, to the right, maie! 
See, there’s something black— it must be a post.’ 
Or: ‘What are you straying about for? Unhitch the 
piebald and let him run in front, he’ll lead you 
right out onto the road. That would be better.’ 

But the nian who was giving this advice not only 
did not unhitch one of his own side-horses or get out 
to look for the road, but did not show his nose from 
under his sheltering coat, and when Ignashk<>, the 
leader, shouted in reply to one of his counsels that 
he should take on the le.ad himself if he knew which 
way to go, the advice-giver r<*plied that it he were 
driving the cottrier’s tniyka he \\ould take the lead 
and take us right onto the road. ‘But our horses 
won't take the lead in a snow-st»)nn!’ he shouted — 
‘they’re not that kind ofhotses!’ 

‘Then don't bother me!' Ignashka replied, 
whistling cheei fully to his horses. 

I he other diiver in the second sledge did not 
speak to Ignashka at all, and in general took no 
part in the matter, thf)Ugh he was not asleep, as I 
concluded from his pipe being always alight, and 
because, whenever we stopped, I heard the even 
and continuous sound of his voice. He was telling 
a folk tale. Only once, when Ignashka stopped for 
the sixth or seventh time, he apparently grew vexed 
at being interrupted during the pleasure of his 
drive, and shouted to him: 

‘Hullo, why have you stopped again? Just look. 
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be wants to find the road ! He’s Item told there’s a 
jhow storm! The surveyor himself couldn’t find 
the road now. You should drive on as lone; as the 

fe rscs will go, and then rnayl)e we shan’t fireze to 
ath . . . Go on, do !’ 

‘I daresay! Didn’t a postillion freeze to death 
bst year?’ my driver remarked. 

Tlie driver of the third sledge did not wake nj) all 
the time. Once when we had stoppeti the adviec- 
^iver shouted: 

‘Philip! Hullo, Philip!’ and receiving no reply 
remarked: ‘Hasn’t he frozen, pel haps .■* .. (h>and 

have a look, Ignashka.’ 

Ignashka, who tound time for everything, walked 
up to the sledge and began to shake the sle<-ping 
man. 

'Just see what half a bottle of vodka has done! 
Talk about freezing!’ he said, shaking him. 

J’hc .sleeper grunted sonieihine and cursed. 

‘He's alive, all tight,' said Ign.ishka, and ran for- 
ward again. We drove on, and so fast that the little 
olf-side sorrel of my troyka. which my driver « on- 
tinually touched with the whip nr.ir his tail, now 
and then broke into an aukuaid little g<dlop. 

i V 

It was I think already near midnight when the little 
old man and Vasili, who had gone after the run- 
away horses, rode up to us. '1 hey had managed to 
catch the horses and to find and overtake us; but 
how they had managed to do this in the thick 
blinding snow storm amid the bare steppe will 
always remain a mystery to me. The old man, 
swinging his elbow's and legs, w-as riding the shaft- 
horse at a trot (the two sidc-horscs were attached to 
its collar: one dare not let horses loose in a snow 
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Storm). When he came abreast of us he again began 

to scold my driver. 

‘Look at the cross-eyed devil, really . . . 

‘Eh, Uncle Mitrich!’ the folk-tale teller in the 
second sledge called out: ‘Are you alive? Get in 
here with us.’ 

But the old man did not reply and continued his 
abuse. When he thought he had Siiid enough he 
rode up to the second sledge. 

‘Have ycni caught them all?’ someone in it asked. 

‘What do you think?’ 

His small tigure threw itself forward on the back 
of the trotting horse, then jumped down on the 
snow, and without stopjting he ran after the sledge 
and tumbled in, his legs sticking out over its side. 
The tall Vasili silently took his old place in the 
front sledge beside Ignashka, and the two bej^n to 
l(K)k l()r the road together. 

‘How the old man nags . . . lx)rd God!’ muttered 
my tlriver. 

For a long time alter that we drove on without 
stopping over the white waste, in the cold, pellucid, 
ami quivering light of the snow storm. I would 
open my eyes and the s;imc chmtsy snow-covered 
cap ami b.i( k Nvould be jolting before me: the 
same low shalt-bow, under which, between the taut 
leather reins and always at the stune distance from 
me, the head of our shaft-hoise kept bobbing 
with its black mane blown to one side by tlie wind. 
Looking across its back I could see the same little 
piebald olf-horse on the right, with its tail tied up 
short, and the swingletrce which sometimes knocked 
against the front of the sledge. 1 would look down— 
tlierc was tlie same scurrying snow through which 
our runners were cutting, and which the wind 
resolutely bore away to one side. In front, always 
at the same distattcc away, glided the first trovka. 
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le to right and left everything glimmered white 
^ dim. Vainly did my eye look for any new 
gect: neither post, nor haystack, nor fence was to 
■il<:een. Everywhere all was white and fluctuating: 

the horizon seemed immeasurably distant, now 
R closed in on all sides to within two paces of me; 
lutldenly a high white wall would seem to rise up on 
the right and run beside the sledge, then it would 
lucldenly vanish and rise again in front, only to glide 
on farther and lai liter away and again disappear. 
When I looked up it would seem lighter for a 
nionient, as if I might see the stars through the 
haze, but the stars would run away higlit*r and 
higher from my sight and only the snow would Ite 
visible, falling past my eyes onto my face and the 
collar of my fur cloak. The sky everywhere re- 
mained equally light, equally white, monotonous, 
colourless, and constantly shifting. 'I'lie wind 
seemed to be changing: now it blew in my lace and 
the snow plastered nty eyes, now it blew ft out one 
side and annoyingly to.ssed the fur-collar of my 
cloak against my head and mockingly flapped my 
face witli it; now it howled through some opernng. 
I heard the soft incessant crunching of the hwfs and 
the runners on the snow, and the clang of the bells 
dying down when we drove through deep drifts. 
Only now and then, when we drove against the snow 
and glided over bare frozen ground, did Ignashka’s 
energetic whistling and the sonorous sound of the 
bell with its accompanying bare fifth reach me, and 
give sudden relief to the dismal character of the 
desert; and then again the bells would sound 
monotonous, playing always with insufferable pre- 
cision the same tune, which I involuntarily 
imiigined I was hearing. One of my feet began to 
feel the frost, and when I turned to wrap myself up 
better, the snow that had settled on my collar and 
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cap sifted down my neck and made me shiver, but 
on the whole I still felt warm in my fur cloak, and 
drowsiness overcame me 

VI 

RECOM.EfrnoNS and pictures of the distant past 
supersedc'd one another with increasing rapidity in 
my imagination. 

‘That advice-giver who is always calling out from 
the second sledge -what sort of fellow can he be?’ 
I thought. ‘I’lobably red-haired, thick-set, and 
with short legs, like 'I'heodore I'iKpych, our old 
butler.’ And I saw the staircase of our i)ig house 
and live domestic serfs with heavy steps bringing a 
piano from the wing on sliiigs made of towels, and 
il heodorc I'ilipych with the sleeves of his nankeen 
coat tuined up, holding one of the pedals, running 
forward, lifting a latch, pulling here at the slings, 
pushing ^ there, crawling between people’s legs, 
getting into <’ver\ body's way, and shouting in- 
ces.s.uitly in an anxious voire: 

‘Lean it ag.ainst yourselves, you there in front 
you in front ! I h.at’s the way - the tail end up, iij). 
up! Turn into the door! That’s the way.’ 

‘Just let us do it, Theodore Filfpych! We can 
niau.ige it alone,’ timidlv remarks the g.irdcner. 
piesscd ag.uust the bannisters (juite red with straiu- 
ing, and with great effort holding up one corner of 
tlie grand piano. 

But 1 heodorc I'ilfpych will not be quiet. 

‘What does it mean?’ I reflect. ‘Does he think he 
is useful or necessary for the work in hand, or is ho 
simply glad God has given him this self-confident 
persuasive elc^uence, and enjoys dispensing it? 
That must be it.’ And then somehow I see the lake, 
and tired domestic serfs up to their knees in the 
water dragging a fishing-net, and again Theodore 
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Upych with a watering-pot, shouting at everybixly 
w runs up and down on tlic bank, now and then 
»proarliing the brink to empty out some turbid 
iter and to take up fresh, while holding back the 
^Klcn carp with his hand. Hut now it is a July 
jo<»n. I am going somewhere over the freshly 
uovvn grass in the garden, under the burning. 
Vertical rays of the sun; I am still very young, and 
I feel a lack of something and a desire to lill that 
lack. I go to my favourite place by the lake, between 
the briar-rose bed and the birch avenue, and lie 
down to sleep. I remember the feeling with which. 
King down, I looked across between the prickly led 
steins of the rose trees at the dark, dry, crumbly 
earth, and at the bright blue mirror of the lake. 
It is a feeling of naive self-satisfaction and melan- 
clioly. Everything around me is beautiful, and 
that beauty afl'cets me so powerfully that it seems 
to me that I myself am good, and the one thing that 
vexes me is that nobody is there to admire me. It is 
hot. I try to sleep so as to console myself, but the 
flies, the unendurable flies, give me no peace here 
cither: they gaUicr round me and, with a kind of 
dull persistence, hard as cherry-stones, jump from 
my forehead onto my hands. A bee buzzes not far 
from me in the blazing sunlight; yellow-winged 
butterflies fly from one blade of grass to another as 
if exhausted by die heat. I look up: it hurts my 
eyes — the sun glitters too brightly through the light 
foliage of the curly birch tree whose branches sway 
sofUy high above me, and it seems hotter than ever. 
I cover my face widi my handkerchief: it feeb 
stifling, and the flies seem to stick to my hands 
which begin to perspire. In the very centre of the 
wild rose bush sparrows begin to bustle about. One 
of them hops to the ground about two feet from me, 
energetically pretends to peck at the ground a 
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couple of times, flics back into the bush, rustling the 
twigs, and chirping merrily flics away. Another 
also hops down, jerks his little tail, looks about him, 
chirps, and flies off quick as an arrow after the first 
one. From the lake comes a sound of beetles' beat- 
ing the wet linen, and the sound re-echoes and is 
boi nc down along the lake. Sounds of laughter and 
the voices and splashing of bathers are heard. A gust 
of wind rustles the crowns of the birch trees, still far 
from me, now it comes nearer and I hear it stir the 
grass, and now the leaves of the wild roses begin to 
flutter, pressed against their stems, and at last a fresh 
stream of air reaches me, lifting a corner of my 
handkerchief and tickling my moist face. Through 
the gap where the corner of the kerchief was lifted a 
fly comes in and flutters with friglu close to my moist 
mouth. A dry twig presses against my back. No, I 
can’t lie still: I had better go and have a bathe. 
Hut just then, close to the tosc bush, I hear hurried 
Steps .mil a woman’s fiightencd voice: 

'Otiod! How could such a thing’ happen! And 
none of the men ate here!’ 

'What is it.'* W'hat is it?’ running out into the 
sunshine I ask a ssoman serf who hurries past me 
groaning. She only looks round, waves her arms, 
and runs on. Hut here comes seventy-year-old 
Matren.i luiriying to the lake, holding down with 
one hand tlie kei chief which is slipping off her head, 
and hopping and tirag'png one of her feet in its 
worsted stocking. Two little girls come running up 
hand in hand, and a ten-year-old boy, wearing his 
fatlu’i’s coat and clutchitig the homespun skirt of 
one of the girls, keeps close behind them. 

‘W'hat has happened?’ I ask them. 

*A peasant is drowning.’ 

* The women lake their clothes to rinse in lakes or streams, 
vhcrc they beat them with wooden beetles. 
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‘Whrre?’ 

‘In the lake.’ 

‘Who is he? One of ours?’ 

‘No, a strant^er.’ 

Ivan the coacliinan, draiTiting his heavy boots 
through the newly-mown grass, and the fat clerk 
Jacob, all out of breath, run to the pond and I after 
thi'ui. 

1 icmember the feeling which said to me: ‘There 
you are, plunge in and pull out the peasant and 
sa\e him, and everyone will admire you,’ which was 
ex.Klly what I wanted. 

'Where is he.^ Where?’ I ask the throng of 
dome.stic, serfs gathered on the bank. 

‘Out there, in the very deepest part near the 
oth<‘r l)ank, .dmost at the boathouse,’ says the 
washenvoman, hanging the wet linen on her wooden 
yoke. ‘I look, and see him dive; he just comes up 
and is gone, then comes up again and c.ills out: 
“I'ni diowning. help!” and goes <lown again, and 
nothing but bubbles come up. i'hen 1 .see that the 
tn.m is drowning, so I give a yell: “folk! A 
peasant's drowning!’’ ’ 

And lifting the yoke to her shoulder the laundiess 
waddles sideways along the path away tiom the lake. 

*Oh gracious, what a business !' s.iys Jacob Ivanov, 
the ollice clerk, in a dcsp.iiring tone. ‘Wh.it a 
liother there’ll be with the rural court. We’ll never 
get through with it!’ 

A peasant carrying a scythe pushes his way 
through the throng of women, chiklren, and old 
men who have gathered on the farther shore, and 
hanging his scythe on the branch of a willow slowly 
begins to take off his boots. 

‘Where? Where did he go down?’ I keep asking, 
wishing to rush there and do something extra- 
ordinary. 
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But they point to the smooth surface of the lake 
which is occasionally rippled by the passing breeze. 

I do not under.statid how he came to drown; the 
water is just as smooth, lovely, and calm above hitii, 
shitiing golden in the midday sun, and it seems that 
I cat» do notiiing and can astonish no one, especially 
as I am a very poor swimmer and the peasant is 
already pulling his shirt over his head and ready to 
plunge in. Kveiybody looks at him hopefully and 
with bated breath, but after going in up to his 
shoulders he slowly turns back and puts his shirt on 
again— he cannot swim. 

People still come running and the thing grows 
and grows; the women cling to one another, but 
nobody docs anything to help. Those who ha\e 
just come give advice, and sigh, and their faces 
express fear and despair; but of those who have 
been theie awhile, some, tired with standing, sit 
down on the grass, while some go away. Old 
Matrena asks her daughter whether she shut the 
oven door, and the boy who is wearing his father's 
coat diligently throws small stones into the water. 

But now Theodore Fillpych’s dog Tresorka, 
barking and hxtking back in {x*rplexity, comes run- 
ning down the hill, and then Theodore himself, 
running downhill and shouting, appears from be- 
hind the briar-rose bushes; 

‘What arc you standing there for?’ he cries, taking 
oH his coat as he runs, ‘A man drowning, and they 
stand there! , . . Get me a rope!’ 

Ev’cry'l)ody looks at Theodore I’ilfpych with hope 
and fear as, leaning his hand on the shoulder of an 
obliging domestic serf, he prizes off his right boot 
with the toe of the left. 

‘Over there, where the people are, a little to the 
right of tlic willow, Theodore Fillpych, just there!’ 
someone says to him. 



THE SNOW STORM 49 

‘I know,’ he replies, and knitting his brows, in 
j«•^ponse, no doubt, to the signs oi'sliame among the 
trowd ol' women, he pulls oil' his shirt, removes the 
boss iVom his neck and hands it to the gardener’s 
boy wlio stands obsequiously before him, and then, 
[tepping energetically over the cut grass, approaclics 
pie lake. 

frcsiirka, perplexed by the quickness of his 
nii'ter’s movements, has stopped near the en)wd 
Eti) 1 with a smack of his lips eats a few blades of 
[{Mss near the bank, then looks at his master intently 
iind with a joyful yelp suddenly plunges with him 
into the water. For a moment nothing can be seen 
l)iit foam and spray, which even reaches to us; but 
now Theodore Filipych, gracefully swinging his 
aims and rhythmically raising and low'cring his 
back, swims briskly with long strokes to the opposite 
diore. Tresorka, having swallowed some water, 
returns hurriedly, shakes himself near the throng, 
uul rubs his back on the grass. Just as 'Fheodore 
Filipych reaches the opposite shore two coach- 
men come running up to the willow with a fishing- 
nct wrapped round a pole. Theodore Filipych for 
loinc unknown reason lifts his arms, dives down 
jnce and then a second and a third time, on each 
occasion squirting a jet of water from his mouth, 
ind gracefully tosses back his hair without answering 
the questions that are hurled at him from all sides. 
At last he comes out onto the bank, and as far as 
I can see only gives instructions as to spreading 
aut the net. The net is drawn in, but there is 
nothing in it except ooze with a few small carp 
entangled in it. While the net is being lowered 
again I go round to that side. 

The only sounds to be heard arc Theodore 
Filipych ’s voice giving orders, the plashing of the 
wet rope on the water, and sighs of terror. The wet 
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rope attached to the right side of the net, more and t 
more covered by grass, conies farther and farther r 
out of the water. 

‘Now then, pull together, harder, all together!' 
shouts 'I hcodore l''ilf|)ych 

'I'he floats appear dripping with water. 

‘There is something coining, mates. It pulls 
heavy!’ someone calls out. 

Now the net—in which two or three little carp 
arc stiuggling —is dragged to the liank, wetting and 
pressing down the gr.iss. And in the extended 
wings of the net, through a thin swaying layer of 
turbid water, something white comes in sight. 
Atniil dead silence an impressive, though not loud, 
gasp of honor passi-s through the crowd. 

‘Full hauler, onto the Kind!’ comes Iheodore 
FiUjiych’s lesolute voice, and the drowned body is 
dragged out to the willow over the stubble of 
burdock anti thistle. 

And now I see mv gixKl old aunt in her silk dress, 
with her f.ice ready to burst into te.irs. I see her 
lilac sunsh.ide with its hinge, which seems somehow 
incongruous in this scene of death, so tenible in its 
simplicity. I rcc.ill the disap[H)intment her face 
expressed because arnica could be of no use, and 
I also recall the p.unful feeling of annoyance I ex- 
jx-rienced when, with the naive egotism of love, she 
said: '( lomc away my rlear. Oh, how dreadful it is! 
And you alwa>'s go bathing and swimming by 
youi'self.’ 

I remember how bright and hot the sun was as 
it baked the powderx' earth underfoot; how it 
sparkled and mirroretl in the lake; how the plump 
carp plashed near the banks and shoals of little fish 
rippled the water in the middle; how a haw'k hover- 
ing high in the air circled over the ducklings, which 
quacking and splashing had come swimmine o«r 
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jtoiigh the reeds into the middle of the lake; how 
jrling white thunder-clouds gathered on the 
irizon; how the mud drawn out onto the bank by 
K net gradually receded; and how as I crossed the 
I again heard the blows of the beetles re- 
fhoing over the lake. 

But that beetle sounds as if two beetles were 
eating together in thirds, and that sound torments 
Ind worries me, the more so because I know that 
his beetle is a bell, and that Theodore Filfpych will 
^t make it stop. Then that beetle, like an instru- 
inent of torture, presses my foot which is freezing, 
Mid I fall asleep. 

I am awakened, as it seems to me, by our gallop- 
ing very fast and by two voices calling out quite 
dose to me: 


T siiy, Ignat! Eh, Ignat!’ my driver is saying. 

1 ou take my passenger. You have to go on any- 
[how, but what’s the use of my goading my horses 
uselessly? You take him!’ 

Ignat’s voice quite close to me replies: 

‘Where’s the pleasure of making myself respon- 
sible for the passenger? . . . Will you sUmd me a 
bottle?’ 


‘Oh. come, a bottle . . . say half a Ixittle.’ 

1 ‘Half a bottle, indeed!’ shouts another voice. 
’Wear out the horses for half a Ixjttle!’ 

I open my eyes, before them still flickers the 
same intolerable swaying snow, the same drivers 
and horses, but now wc are abreast of another 
sledge. My driver has overtaken IgnAt, and we 
drive side by side for some time. Though the voice 
from the other sledge advises him not to accept less 
than a Ijottlc, Ignat suddenly reins in his trdyka. 

, ‘Well, shift over. So be it! It’s your luck. You’ll 
stand half a bottle when we return to-morrow. Is 
there much luggage?’ 
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My driver jumps out into the snow with unusua 

acrity for him, bows to me, and begs me to changt 

'cr into Ignat’s sledge. I am quite willing to, but 
^.idenlly the God-fearing peasant is so pleased that 
he has to pour out his gratitude and delight to 
someone. He bows and thanks me, Aleshka, and 
Ignat. 

‘There now, the Lord be prai.scd ! What was it 
like . . . O I.ord! Wc have been driving half the 
night and don’t know where we are going. He’ll 
get you there, dear sir, but my horses are quite 
worn out.’ 

Anti he shifts my things with increased zeal. 

While my things were being transferred I went 
with the wind, which almost lifted me off my feet, 
to the second sledge. That sledge, especially out- 
side the coat which had been arranged over the two 
men’s heads to shelter them from the wind, was 
more than six inches deep in snow, but behind the 
coat it was quiet and comf()i table. The old man 
still lay with his legs sticking out, and the story- 
teller was still going on with his talc: 

‘Well, whett the general comes to Mary in prison, 
in the King’s name, you know, Mary at once says 
to hint: "General, I don’t need you and can’t love 
you, and so, you sec, you are not my lover, but my . 
lover is the prince himself f 

'And just then . . .’ he went on, but seeing me he 
stopped for a moment and began filling his pipe. 

‘Well, sir, have you come to Ibtcn to the talc?’ 
asked the other whom I called the advicc-giver. 

‘Yes, you’re well off here, quite jolly,’ I said. 

‘Why not? It whiles away the time, anyhow it 
keeps one from thinking.’ 

‘And do you know where wc arc now?’ 

I'lus question did not seem to please Uie drivers. . 

‘Who can make out where wc arc? Maybe we’ve 
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Rven into the Kulmyk country,’ answered the 

ivice-giver. 

‘Then what are we going to do?’ I asked. 

‘What can wc do? We’ll go on, and maybe we’ll 

ct somewhere,’ he said in a dissatisfied tone. 

[ ‘But suppose we don’t get anywhere, and the 
horses stick in the snow — what then?’ 

‘What then? Why, nothing.’ 

‘But we might freeze.’ 

‘Of course we might, because one can’t even 
see any haystacks: we have got right among the 
Kiilmy ks. I’hc chief thing is to watch the snow.’ 

‘And you seem afraid of getting frozen, sir,’ re- 
marked the old man in a shaky voice. 

T hough he seemed to l)e chalhng me, it was 
eviilent that he was chilled to his very Ijones. 

'Yes, it is getting very cold,’ I said. 

‘lilh, sir, you .should do as I do, take a run nowand 
then, that will warm you tip.’ 

‘Yes, the chief thing is to Iravc a run behind the 
sledge,’ said the advice-giver. 

VII 

W e’re ready, your honour!’ shouted Aleshka from 
the front sledge. 

1 lie storm was so violent that, though I iK'nt 
almost double and clutched the skirts ol' my cloak 
with both hands, I was hardly able to walk the few 
steps that separated me from the sledge, over the 
drifting snow which the w’ind swept from under my 
feet. My former driver was already kneeling in the 
middle of his empty sledge, but when he saw me 
going he took off his big cap (whereupon the wind 
lifted his hair furiously) and asked for a tip. 
Evidently he did not cxj>cct me to give him one, for 
my refusal did not grieve him in the least. He 
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thanked me anyway, put his cap on again, and said: 
‘God keep you, sir . . and jerking his reins and 
clicking his tongue, turned away from us. Then 
Ignat swayed his whole back and shouted to the 
horses, and the sound of the snow crunching under 
their hoofs, the cries, and the bells, replaced the 
howling of the wind which had been peculiarly 
noticeable while we stood still. 

For a quarter of an hour after my transfer I kept 
awake and amused myself watching my new driver 
and his horses. Ignat sat like a mettlesome fellow, 
continually rising in his scat, flourishing over the 
horses the arm from which his whip was hung, 
shouting, beating one foot against the other, and 
bending forward to adjust the breeching of the 
shaft-horse, which kept slipping to the light. He 
was not tall, but seemed to be well built. Over his 
sheepskin he wore a large, loose cloak without a 
girdle, the rollar of which was turned down so that 
his neck was bare. He wore not felt but leather 
boots, and a small cap which he kept taking off and 
putting straight. Ilis ears were only protected by 
Itis hair. In all his movements one was aware not 
only of energy, but even more, as it seemed to me, 
of a desire to arou.se that energy in himself. And 
the farther we went the more often he straightened 
himself out, rose in his seat, Ijeat his feet together, 
and addressed himself to Aleshka and me. It seemed 
to me that he was afraid of losing courage. And 
there was good reason for it: thougli the horses were 
good the road grew heavier and heavier at every 
step, and it was plain that they were running less 
willingly: it was already necessary to touch them 
up with the whip, and the shaft-horse, a good, big, 
shaggy animal, stumbled more than once, though 
immediately, as if frightened, it jerked forward 
again and tossed its shaggy head almost as high as 
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ie bell hanging from the bow above it. The right 
f-horse, which I could not help watching, with a 
ng leather tassel to its breeching which shook and 
rked on its off side, noticeably let its traces 
acken and required the whip, but from habit as a 
,ood and even mettlesome horse seemed vexed at 
Its own weakness, and angrily lowered and tossed 
its head at the reins. It was terrible to realize that 
ihc snow stoim and the frost were increasing, the 
horses growing w'eaker, the road becoming worse, 
and that we did not at all know where we were, or 
where we were going -or whether we should reach 
a station or even a shelter of any sort; it seemed 
strange and ridiculous to hear the bells ringing so 
easily and cheerfully, and Ignat shouting as lustily 
and |)leasantly as if we weic out lor a drive along a 
village street on a frosty noon during a "1 wellth 
Night holiday — and it was stranger still that we 
were always driving and driving fast somewhere 
from where we were Ignat lx*gan to sing some song 
in a horrid falsetto, but so loud and with such inter- 
vals, during which he whistled, that it seemed 
ridiculous to be afraid while one heard him. 

‘Hev there, what are you splitting your throat for, 
Ignat?’ came the advice-giver’s voice. ‘Stop a 
minute!’ 

‘What?’ 

‘Sto-o-op !’ 

Ignat stopped. Again all became silent, and the 
wind howled and whined, and the whirling snow 
fell still more thickly into the sledge. T he advice- 
giver came up to us. 

‘Well, what now?* 

‘What now? Where arc we going?’ 

‘Who can tell?’ 

‘Are your feet freezing, that you knock them 
together so?’ 
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'Quite numb!’ 

'You should go over there: look, where there’s \ 
something glimmering. It must be a Kuhn^’k camp. 
It would warm your feet too.’ 

'All right. Hold the reins . . . here you are.’ 

And Ignat ran in the direction indicated. 

'You always have to go about a bit and look, then 
you find the way, or else what ’s the good of driving 
about like a fool?’ the advice-giver said to me. ‘See 
how the lu)rses are steaming.’ 

All the time Ignat was gone — and that lasted so . 
long that I even began to fear he might have lost 
his way-tlie advice-giver kept telling me in a self- 
confident and calm tone how one should behave in 
a snow storm, that it was best to unharness a horse 
ami let it go, and, as (lod is holy, it would be sure 
to leaf! one out, aiul how it is sometimes {)ossible 
to find the way by the stars, and that had he been 
driving in front we should long ago have reached 
the station. 

‘Well, is there anything?’ he asked Ignat when 
the latter catne hack, stepping with dilliculty knee- 
deep through the .snow. 

‘'I'here i.s, tlu'rc is a camp of some sort,’ replied 
Ignat, gasping for breath, 'but I can’t tell what it is. 
We must have sliayed right into the Prohigov 
estate. We must boar of] to the left.’ 

‘What’s he jabbering about? It’s our camp 
that's behind the (Cossack village,’ rejoined the 
advice-giver. 

‘I tell you it’s not!’ 

‘Well, I've had a l(x>k too, and I know: that’s 
what it is, and if it isn’t, then it’s Tamyshevsk. 
Anyhow we must bear to the right, and then we ll 
come right out to the big britlge at the eighth verst.’ 

*I tell you it’s nothing of the sort. Haven’t I 
looked?’ said Ignat with annoyance. 
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*Eh, mate, and you call yourself a driver!’ 
nfes, a driver I . . . Go and look for yourself.’ 
‘\\hy should I go? I know without going.’ 
iKaiat had evidently grown angry: he jumped 
ito the sledge without replying and drove on. 
‘How numb my legs have got! I can’t warm 
ihtm up,’ said he to Aleshka, knocking his feet 
to'Jieiher oftener and oftener, and s(’ooj)ing up and 
emptying out the snow that had got into his boot- 
lei's. 

I felt dreadfully sleepy. 

VIII 

‘C.\N it be that I am freezing to death?’ I tluuight, 
half asleep. ‘ 1 hey say it always l)(‘gins with 
drowsiness. It would be better to drown than to 
fieeze — let them drag me out with a n< t: l)Ui it does 
not matter much whether I freeze or drown il only 
that stick, or whatever it is, would not prod me 
in the hack and I could forget myself!’ 

I did so for a few seconds. 

’But how will all this end?’ I stuldenly asked 
myself, opening my eyes Ibr a moment and peering 
into the white expanse before me. ‘How will it all 
end? If we don’t find any haystacks and the hoises 
stop, as they seem likely to do .soon, we shall all 
Ireeze to death.’ I confess tliat, though I w'as a little 
afraid, the desire that something extraorilinary, 
something rather tragic, shoukl happen to us, was 
stronger in me than that fear. It seemed to me that 
it would not be bad if towards morning the horses 
brought us of their ow'n accord, half-frozen, to some 
far-off unknown village, or if some of us were even 
to perish of the cold. Fancies of this kind presented 
themselves to me with extraordinary clearness and 
rapidity. The horses stop, the snow drifts higher 
and higher, and now nothing is seen of the horses 
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but their cars and the bows above their heads, but 
suddenly Igndt appears above us with his troyka,’ 
and drives past. We entreat him, we shout that he 
should take us, but the wind carries our voices away 
— we have no voices left. Ignat grins, shouts to his 
horses, whistles, and disappears into some deep, 
snow-covered ravine. The little old man jumps 
astride a horse, flourishes his elbows and tries to 
gallop away, but cannot stir from the spot; my 
former driver with the big cap rushes at him, drags 
him to the groutul and tramples him into the snow. 
‘You’re a wizard!’ he shouts. ‘You’re a scold! We 
shall all be lost together!’ But the old man breaks 
through the heap of snow with his head; and now 
he is not so much an old man as a hare, and leaps 
away from us. All the dogs bound after him. The 
advice-giver, who is Theodore Fillpych, tells us all 
to sit round in a circle, that if the snow covers us it 
will be all right — we shall l)c w'arm that way. And 
really we are warm and cosy, only I want a drink. 
I fetch out my lunch-basket, and treat everybody 
to rum and sugar, and enjoy a drink myself. The 
story-teller spins a talc alxnit the rainbow, and now 
there is a ceiling of snow and a rainbow above us. 
‘Now let us each make himself a room in the snow 
and let us go to sleep!’ I say. The snow is soft and 
warm, like fur. I make myself a room and want to 
enter it, but Thcotlorc FiUpych, who has seen the 
monev in tny lunch-basket, says: ‘Stop! Give me 
your money — you have to die anyway!’ And he 
grabs me by the leg. I hand over the money and 
only ask him to let me go; but they won’t believe it 
is all the money I have, and want to kill me. I seize 
the old man’s hand and begin to kiss it with in- 
expressible pleasure: his hand is tender and sweet. 
At first he snatches it from me, but afterwards lets 
me have it, and even caresses me with his oth^r 
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tt)d. Then Theodore Filipych comes near and 
pea tens me. I run away into my room: it is, 
>\vever, no longer a room but a long white 
irridor, and someone is holding my legs. I wrench 
ysririree. My clothes and part of my skin remain 
B the hands of the man who wjis holding me, but 
I only feel cold and ashamed — all the more ashamed 
because my aunt with her parasol and homoeo- 
pathic medicine-chest under her arm is coming 
towards me arm-in-arm with the drowned man. 
They are laughing and do not understand the signs 
I make to them. I throw myself into the sledge, my 
feet trail behind me in the snow, hut the old man 
rushes after me flapping his elbows. He is already 
near, but I hear two church bells ringing in front of 
me, and know that I shall be saved when I get to 
them. The church bells sound nearer and nearer; 
but the little old man has caught up with me and 
falls with his stomach on my face, so that I can 
saircely hear the bells. I again grasp his hand and 
begin to kiss it, but the little old man is no longer 
the little old man, he is the man who was drowned 
. . . and he shouts: ‘Ignat, stop! There are the 
Akhmetkins’ stacks, I think! Go and have a look at 
them !’ This is too terrible. No, I had Ijettcr wake 
up . . . 

I op>en my eyes. The wind h.as thrown the flap of 
Aleshka’s cloak over my face, my knee is uncovered, 
we are going over the bare frozen road, and the 
bells with their quivering third can be distinctly 
heard. 

I look to see the haystacks, but now that my eyes 
are open I see no stacks, but a house with a balcony 
and tlie crenellated w'all of a fortress. 1 am not 
interested enough to scrutinize this house and 
fortress: I am chiefly anxious to see the white 
corridor along which I ran, to hear the sound of the 
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church bolls, and to kiss the little old man’s hand, ai 
1 close my eyes again and fall asleep. :a, 

IX 

I .si.ra-r soundly, but heanl the ringing of the bells 
all the tune. 'I'liey apjK-arcd to me in mv dream 
now in the guise of a dog that liarkcd and attacked 
me now of an oigan in which I was one of the pines 
and now of some J’rench verses I u;,s comi^inir! 
Sometimes tho.st' liells seemed to bean instrument of 
toiture which kept squee/ing my right heel. I felt / 
that so strongly that I woke up and opened mv 
eves, rubbing my fbot It was getting frost-bitten. 
The night was still light, misiv, and white. 'I’he 
same motion was still shaking me and the sledire- 
the same Igmit .sat sideways, knocking his f,vt to'- 
getlier; the same ofl-lioise with outstietclied neck 
ran at a trot over the dceji .snow without liftinir its 
l<-et much, while the t.issid on the biecching boblied 
an.l ll.ipix'd agam.st its belly. 1 he head of the shaft- 
hoise with its Using mane stooped and rose 
rhsihmic.dlv as it altern.itely diew the reins tight 
and lo(,sened them, but all this v.as covered vith 
.snow even mote than befo,,.. J )»• snow whirled 
about m Iront, at the side it covered the hoi-ses' legs 
knee-deep and the nmneis of the sh-dge. vhile h 
jell Irom above on our coll.us and c.ips. The vincic 
blew now Irom the right, now from the left, pl.uin^ 
with Ignat’s collar, the skiit of his cloak, the mane 
of the side-horse, and howling between the .shafts 
and above tlie bow over the stiafi.h,„se's hf'ad. 

It was giouing teriibly cold, and hardlv had I 
put my head out of my co.it-collar In-fore the I'rostv 
cusp, whirling snow covered mv evelashes. got into 
my nose and mouth, and penetrated behind my 
neck. V\ hen I looked round, ever\ thing was \\ hite.-^ 
ligfit and snowy, there was nothing to be seen but 
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tlif dull light and the snow. I became seriously 
firighlenod. Aleshka was asleep at my feet at the 
IxMtom of the sledge, his whole back coveied by 

tliick layer of snow. Ignat did not lose courage: 
c kept pulling at the reins, shouting, and clapping 
Itis feet together. The bell went on linging )ust as 
woiKlerfully, I’he horses snorted a little, but ran 
inoie slowly and stumbled more and more often. 
Ignat again leaped up, waved Ins mitten, and again 
began singing in his strained falsetto. Befoie 
liiiishing the song he stopped the troyka, threw 
down the reins on the front of the sledge, atid got 
out. I'he wind howled furiously; the snow poured 
on the skirts of our cloaks as out of a scoop. I tin net! 
round: the third troyka was not to be seen (it had 
lagged behind somewhere). Near the second sledge, 
in tile snowy mist, I saw the little olil man jumping 
fiom foot to foot. Ignat went some three steps Iroin 
the sledge, and sitting down in the snow unditl his 
giulle and pulled off Ins boots. 

‘What are you doing;*’ 1 asked. 

‘I must change, or my feet will be ipute frozen,' 
he replied, and went on with what he was doing. 

It was too cold to keep my ne< k out ol my lollar 
to watch what he was doing. 1 sat Ujj straight, 
looking at die olf-horse, which with one leg w'carily 
tretched out, painfully wlitsked its tail that was 
vied in a knot and covered with snow. The thump 
Ignat gave the sledge as he jumped onto his seat 
roused me. 

‘Where arc we now?’ I asked. ‘Shall we get 
anywhere — say by daybreak?’ 

‘Don’t worry, we’ll get you there,’ he replied. 
‘Now that I have changed, my feet are much 
warmer.’ 

And he drove on, the bell began to ring, the 
sledged swayed again, and the wind whistled under 
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the runners. We again started to swim over the 

limitless sea of snow. 


X 

I FELL soundly a'^lcTp. When Aleshka woke me up 
by pushing me with his foot, and I opened my eyes, 
it was already morning. It seemed even colder than 
in the night. No more snow was falling from above, 
but a stiff dry wind contintied to sweep the powdery 
snow across the plain, and especially under the 
hoofs of the horses and the runners of the sledge. 
In the east, to our right, the sky was heavy and of 
a dark bluish colour, but bright orange oblique 
streaks were growing more and more defined in it. 
Overh<‘ad, througli flving white clouds as yet 
scarcely tinged, gleamed the pale blue of the sky; on 
the left, blight, light clouds were drifting. Every- 
wher<% as far as eve could see, deep snow lay over 
the plain in shaiplv delined layers. line and there 
couhl be seen greyish mounds, over which fine, crisp, 
powdery snow swept steadily. No tr.ick either of 
sledge, man, or beast could be seen. 'J'he outlines 
and colour of the dnver’s back and of the horses 
were clearly atul sharply visible even on the white 
background. I’he rim of Ignat’s dark-blue cap, his 
collar, his hair, and even his boots were white. The 
sledge was completely covered with snow. The 
right side and forelock of tlie grev shaft-horse were 
thick \\ith snow, the legs of the ofT-horsc on my side 
were covered with it up to the knee, and its curly 
sweating flank was covered and frozen to a rough 
surface. The tassel still lx)l>l)ed up and down in 
tune to any rhvthm vou liked to imagine, and the 
off-horse itself kept running in the same way, only 
the sunken, heaving belly and drooping ears show- 
ing how exhausted she was. The one novel object* 
that attracted my ^^ttcniion was a verst-post from 
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Which the snow was falling to the ground, and near 
fwhich to the right the snow was swept into a 
^ound by the wind, which still kept raging and 
^ rowing the crisp snow from side to side. I was 
icry much surprised that we had travelled all night, 
twelve hours, with the same horses, without know- 
ing where, and had arrived after all. Our bell 
seemed to tinkle yet more cheerlully. Ignat kept 
wr.ipping his cloak around him and shouting: the 
horses behind us snorted, and the bells ol the little 
,old man’s and the advice-giver's tn'wka tinkled, 
jbut the driver who had been asloep h.ul certainly 
' strayed from us in the steppe. Alter going another 
half-mile wc came across the I'resh, only partly 
obliterated, traces of a three-hoised sledg<‘, and here 
and there pink spots of blood, probably from a 
hoise that had overreached itself. 

‘That’s Philip. Pancy his being ahead ol us! 
said Ignat. 

but liere by the roadside a lonelv little house with 
a signboard was seen in the midst ol the^ snow, 
which covered it almost to the top ol the windows 
and to the roof. Near the inn stood a iroyka ol grey 
horses, their coats curly with sweat, ihi’ir h'gs out- 
st I etched and their heads drooping wearily. At the 
dooi tliere was a shovel and the snow had been 
cleared aw'ay, but the howling wind continued to 
sweep and whirl snow olf the roof. 

At the sound of our bells, a tall, ruddy-faced, red- 
haired peasant came out with a glass ol vodka in his 
hand, and shouted something. Ignat turned to me 
and asked permission to stop. 1 hen for the first 
time I fairly saw his face. 

XI 

*His face was not swarthy and lean with a straight 
nose, as I had expected judging by his hair and 
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figure. It was a round, jolly, very snub-nosed face, 
with a large mouth and bright light-blue eyes. His 
cheeks and neck were red, as if rubbed with a 
flannel; his eyebiows, his long eyelashes, and the 
down that smoothly covered the bottom of his fare, 
were plastered with snow and were quite white. We 
were only half a mile from our station and we 
stopped. 

‘()nly be quick about it!’ I said. 

‘Just one moriKrnt,’ replied Ignat, springing 
down and walking over to Philip. 

‘Let’s have it, brother,’ he said, taking the mitten 
from his right hand and throwing it down with his 
whip ott tlie snow, and tossing back his head he 
emptied at a gulp the glass that was handed to him. 

'I'he innkeeper, prol).iljly a discharged Cossack, 
came out with a h.ilf-bottle in his hand. 

‘Who shall I serve?’ said he. 

Tall Vasili, a thin, brown-haired peasant, with 
a goatee l)c,ird, and the advice-giver, a stout, light- 
hairetl man with a thick beard framing his red face, 
came forward and aLso drank a glass each. The 
little old man too w'ent over to the drinkers, but was 
not served, and he went back to his horses, which 
were fastened behind the sledge, and began stroking 
one of them on the back and croup. 

The little old man’s appearance was Just wha 
I hatl imagined it to be: small, thin, w'ith a wrinkle* 
livid face, a scanty beard, sharp little nose, ant 
worn yellow teeth. He had a new driver's cap on 
but his coat was shabby, worn, smeared with far 
torn on one shoulder, had holes in the skirt, and die 
not cover his knees and the homespun irouseri 
w'hich were tucked into his huge felt boots. He him- 
self was bent double, puckered up, his lace and 
knees trembled, and he tramped about near the 
sledge evidently trying to get warm. 
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Come, Mftrich, you should have a glass; you’d 
t line and warm,’ said the advice-givcr. 

Mitrich’s face twitched. He adjusted the harness 
one of his horses, straightened the bow above its 
ad, and came over to me. 

‘Well, sir,’ he said, taking the cap off his grey 
ad and bending low, Sve have be(‘n wandering 
K)iit togctlier all night, looking for the road: won’t 
111 give me enough for a siiitdl gl.iss.^ R(‘ally sir, 
mr honour! I haven’t anything to get warm on,’ 
added with an ingratiating smile. 

I gave him a quarter-ruble.* The innk(‘eper 
brought out a small glass of vodka and handed it to 
the old man. He took oil his mitten, together with 
the whip that hung on it, and [)ut out his small, 
dark, rough, and ratlier livid h.ind towards the 
gkiss; but his thumb refus(‘d to olx'y him, as though 
it did not belong to him. He was unable to hold the 
glass and dropped it on the snow, .spilling the 
vudka. 

All the drivers burst out laugliing. 

‘See how frozen Mftrich is, he can I even hold the 
vodka.’ 

But Mftrich was gieatly grieved at having spilt 
the vodka. 

However, they filled another glass lor him and 
poured it into his mouth. He b(*(\ani(‘ eh<‘erlul in 
a moment, ran into the inn, lit his pipe, showed his 
Worn yellow teeth, and b<\gan to swear at every 
word he spoke. Having drained the last glass, the 
di Ivors returned to their troykas and we started 
again. 

The snow kept growing whiter and brighter so 
that it hurt one’s eyes to look at it. 1 lie orange- 
tinted reddish streaks rose higher and higher, and 
growing brighter and brighter spread upwaids over 
* At that time about sixpence. 
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the sky; even the red disk of the sun l)ecame visible 
on the horizon through the blue-grey clouds; the 
sky grew more brilliant and of a deeper blue. On 
the road near the settlement the sledge tracks were 
clear, distinct, and yellowish, and here and there we 
were jolted by cradle-holes in the road; one could 
feel a plea'^ant lightness and freshness in the tense, 
irosty air. 

My trdyka went very fast. The head of the shaft- 
hois<‘, and its neck with its mane lluttering around 
the l)ow, swayed swiftly from side to side almost in 
one |)l.ic<; und(T the special bell, the tongue of 
wliii li no longer struck the sides but scraped 
against them. 'I he good oll-lioises lugged together 
at the fro/eii and twisted traces, and sprang energeti- 
callv, while the t.issel l)obbed lioin right under the 
lioise's belly to the breeching. Now and then an 
oll-hoise would stumble from the beaten track into 
the snowdrilt, throwing up the snow into one’s eyes 
its it biisklv got out again. Ignat shouted in his 
ineiry tenor; the <iry frosty snow' .squeaked under 
the runniTs; behind us two little bells w'ere ringing 
resommtly and lestively, and I could hear the tijxsy 
shouting of the drivcis. 1 looked back The grev 
shaggy off-horses, with their necks outstretched and 
brctithing evenly, their bits awry, were leaping over 
the snow. I’hilip, flourishing his w'hip, was adjust-* 
ing his cap; the little old man, w'ith his legs hanging 
out, lay in the middle of the sledge as before. 

I'wo mimites later my sledge scraped over the 
lx)ards before die clean-swept entrance of the 
station house, and Ignat turned to me his snow- 
covered merry face, smelling of frost. 

‘We’ve got you here after all, sir!’ he said. 
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TWO HUSSARS 


A STORY 

^ Jotnim and Jomini — 

half a word of vodka.''— n. davydov,* 

E \ri y in the nineteenth century, when tlicre were 
as yet no railways or macadamized roads, no 
g.isliu;ht, no stearinc candles, no low couches with 
sjiiung cushions, no unvarnished furniture, no dis- 
illusioned youths with eye-glasses, no lil)«*ralizing 
\M>inen philosophers, nor any charming dames aux 
(nmHias of horn there are so many in our times, in 
those naive days, when leaving Moscow for Petei's- 
hurg in a coach or carriage proviiled with a kitchen- 
lul of home-made provisions one tr.ivelled for eight 
days along a soft, dusty, or muildy road and be- 
lieved in chopped cutlets, sledge-bells, and plain 
tolls; when in the long autumn evenings the tallow 
candles, around which family groups of twenty or 
thiity people gathered, had to be snnllcd; when 
ball-rooms w’ere illuminated by candi labra with 
wax or speimaceti candles, when Ininiturc was 
arranged symmetrically, when our fathers were still 
young and proved it not only by the absence of 
a'vrinkles and grey hair but by lighting duels for the 
, sake of a woman and rushing from the opposite 
corner of a room to pick up a bit of a handkerchief 
purposely or accidentally dropped; when our 
niothers wore short-waisted dresses and enormous 
sleeves and decided family aflairs by drawing lots, 
when the charming dames aux camelias hid from the 
light ol day — in those naive days of Masonic lodges,* 

* From The Son^ of an old Hussar^ in which the great days of 
k the past are contrasted with the trivial present. D. V. Davydov 
' is referred to in War and Feace. 

^ Freemasonry in Russia was a secret association^ the 
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Marlinists,' and Tugendbunds,* the days ofMilord- 
doviches^ and Davydovs'* and Pushkins — a meeting 
of landed proprietors was held in the Government 

town of K , and the nobility elections® were being 

concluded. 

I 

‘VVf'.i.r., never mind, the saloon will do,’ said a 
young ofliter in a lur cl()ak and hussar’s cap, who 
had just got out of a post-sledge and was entering 
the best bot<d in the town of K . 

‘'I'Ik* assembly, your I'^xcellency, is enoirnous,’ 
said the boots, who had alnxidy managed U) learn 
liom (he oitlerly that the hussar’s name was Count 
Tut bin, and therefore addressed him as ‘your E.x- 
cclk-ncy’. 

‘'J’Ik* projtrietress of Aln'movo with her daughters 
has said she is leaving this evening, so No. 1 1 will be 
at your disposal as soon as they go,’ continued the 
boots, st« pping sollly l)efore the count along the 
pass.ige and continually looking rouml. 

In the general saloon at a little table under the 

originnl purpose of vvhirh was tlic moral perfecting of people 
on the b.isis of equality anti universal brotherhiKxi. Oan- 
niencing as a rnystit al-i eli^utus nioveincnt in the rii^htcrnth 
century’, it became pohtiral during the reign of Alexander I, 
and was suppressed in 1822. i 

* I'he \Iariinists vvcrc a society of Russian Freemasons ‘ 
fiHinded in 1780 and named after the French thcusophu>t| 
Louls Claude Saint-Mai tin. 

* Sec note on pag<*s -^61 -*2 of vol. iii of Mar and Peace. 

5 M. If. Miloradovic h (1770-18,23) distini^ui'^hed himself in 
the Napc^lcotnc war, became Governor-General of Petersburg, 
and was killed when suppressing the ‘Decembrist’ mutiny 
in 1825. Hr appears in Mar and Peace. 

* D. V. Dav'ydov (i 784-1 a popular poet, and leader- 

of a guerrilla force in the war of 1812. A. S. PUshkin (1799— 
1837^, the greatest of Russian poets, was his contemporary. 

* The nobthty included not merciv those who had titles, but* 
all who in England would be called the gentry. 
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full-length portrait of the Emperor Alexander 
(the Eiist, several men, probably belonging to the 
local nobility, sat drinking champagne, while at 
another side of the room sat some travellers — 
tradesmen in blue, fur-lined cloaks. 

l.ntering the room and calling in Blurher, a 
giiMnlic grey rnastilThe had brougiit with him, the 
count threw olfhis cloak, the collar of which was still 
covered with hoar-frost, called for vodka, sat down 
at the table in his bine satin C^)ssack jacket, and 
entered into conversation with the gentlemen there. 

rite handsome o[)en counteii.iui e of the new- 
(oiner immediately predis])os< (l them in his favour 
•uid they olfered him a gi.iss of champ.igne. The 
I oiint first diank a glass of vodka and then ordered 
another bottle of clMinpagne to treat his new ;ic- 
nuaintanccs. 1 he slcdg<“-dri\cr came in to ti.sk lor a 
'•Py, 

‘Sashka!’ shouted the count. ‘(ii\e him some- 
thing!’ 

1 he driver went out with S.ishka but came back 
again with the monev in his hand. 

‘Look here, y’r ’.xcelenr(', haven’t I done mv very 
best for y’r honour? Didn't you j)romise me half a 
ruble, and he’s only given me a (juaiter!’ 

‘Give him a ruble, Sa'>hka.’ 

Sashka cast down his eyes and looked at the 
driver’s feet. 

‘He’s had enough !’ he said, in a bass voice. ‘And 
besides, I have no more mejney.’ 

The count drew from his pocket-book the two 
five-ruble notes which were all it contained, and 
gave one of them to the driver, who kissed his hand 
and went off. 

‘I’ve run it pretty close!’ said the count. ‘These 
are my last five rubles.’ 

‘Real hussar fashion, Count,’ said one of the 
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nobles who from his moustache, voice, and a certaii 
energetic freedom about his legs, was evidently ; 
retired cavalryman. ‘Arc you staying here somt 
time. Count? 

‘I must get some money. I shouldn’t have stayec 
here at all but for that. And there are no rooms tf 
be had, devil take them, in this accursed pub.’ 

‘Permit me, Count,’ said the cavalryman. ‘Will 
you not join me? Mv room is No. 7 .... If you do 
not mind, just for the night. And then you’ll stay 
a couple of days with us? It happens that the Mare- 
chal de la Noblesse is giving a ball to-night. You 
would make him very hajjpy by going.’ 

‘Yes, Count, do stay,’ said another, a handsome 
young man. ‘You have surely no reason to hurry 
away! You know this only comes once in three 
years - the elections, I mean. You should at least 
have a look at our young ladies, Count!’ 

‘Sashka, get my clean linen ready. I am going to 
the bath,’* siiul the count, rising, ‘and from there 
perhaps I m.ay look in at the Marshal’s.’ 

Then, having called the waiter and whispered 
something to him to which the latter replied with 
a smile, ‘That can all be arranged,’ he went 
out.* 

‘So I’ll order my trunk to be taken to your room 
old fedlow,’ shouted the count from the passage. 

‘Please do, I shall be most happy,’ replied th< 
cavalryman, runiting to the door. ‘No. 7 — don’t for- 
get.’ 

When the cotint’s footsteps could no longer be 
heard the cavalry'man returned to his place and 
sitting close to one of the group) — a Government 

• For a Russian bath, as for a Turkish bath, one goes to i 
public establishment and subjects oneself to heat that produce: 
profuse perspiration. 

^ It was not unusual at the bath to associate with a woman, 
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'official — and looking him straight in the face with 
smiling eyes, said: 

‘It is the very man, you know!* 

‘No!’ 

‘I tell you it is I It is the very same duellist hussar — 
the famous Turbin. He knew me — I bet you any- 
thing he knew me. Why, he and I went on the spree 
for three weeks without a break when I was at 
Lobedyani* for remounts. There was one thing he 
and I did together. . . . He’s a fine fellow, eh?’ 

‘A splendid fellow. And so pleasant in his man- 
ner! Doesn’t show a grain of — what d’you call it?’ 
answered the handsome young man. ‘How (juickly 
wc became intimate. . . . He’s not more than 
twenty-five, is he?’ 

‘Oh no, that’s what he looks but he is more than 
that. One has to get to know him, you know. Who 
abducted Migunova? He. It was he who killed 
Sablin. It was he who drop{)ed Matnev out of 
the window by his legs. It was he who won three 
hundred thousand rubles from Prince Nestorov. 
He is a regular dare-devil, you know: a gambler, a 
duellist, a seducer, but a jewel of an hu.ssar — a real 
jewel. The rumours that are afloat about us are 
nothing to the reality — if anyone knew what a true 
hussar is! Ah yes, those were times!’ 

And the cavalryman told his interlocutor of such 
a spree with the count in Leljedyani as not only 
never had, but never even could have, taken place. 

It could not have done so, first because he had 
never seen the count till that day and had left the 
army two years before the count entered it; and 
secondly because the cavalryman had never really 
served in the cavalry at all, but had for four years 
been the humblest of cadets in the Belevski regi- 
' ment, and retired as soon as ever he became ensign. 

* A town in the Tamb6v province noted for its hone fair. 
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nobles who from his moustache, voice, and a certain 
energetic freedom about his legs, was evidently a 
retired cavalryman. ‘Are you staying here some 
time. Count? 

‘I must get some money. I shouldn’t have stayed 
here at all lait for that. And there are no rooms to 
be had, devil take them, in this accursed pub.’ 

‘Permit me, Count,’ said the cavalryman. ‘Will 
you not join me? Mv room is No. 7 .... If you do 
not mind, just for the night. And then you’ll stav 
a coufjle of days with us? It happens that the Mare- 
chal tie la Noblesse is giving a ball to-night. You 
would make him very happy by going.’ 

‘Yes, Count, do stay,’ said another, a handsome 
young man. ‘You have surely no reason to hurry 
away! You know this only comes once in three 
years the elections, I mean. You should at least 
have a look at our young ladies, Count!’ 

‘Sashka, get my clean linen ready. I am going to 
the h.-ith,'* said the count, rising, ‘and from there 
perhaps I may look in at the Marshal’s.’ 

Then, having called the waiter and whispered 
something to him to which the latter replied with 
a smile, ‘That can all be arranged,’ he went 
out.* 

‘So I'll order my trunk to be taken to your room, 
old fellow,’ shouted the count from the passage. 

‘Plea.se do, I shall be most happy,’ replied the 
cavalryman, running to the door. ‘No. 7 — don’t for- 
get.’ 

When the count’s footsteps could no longer be 
heard the cavalr>'man returned to his place and 
sitting close to one of the group — a Government 

t 

* For a Russian bath, as for a Turkish bath, one goes to a 
public establishment and subjects oneself to heat that produce? 
profuse perspiration. 

* It was not unusual at the bath 
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otficial — and looking him straight in the face with 
smiling eyes, said: 

‘It is the very man, you know!’ 

‘No!’ 

‘I tell you it is ! It is the very same duellist hussar — 
the famous Turbin. He knew me — I bet you any- 
thing he knew me. Why, he and I went on the spree 
for three weeks without a break when I was at 
Lehedyani* for remounts. There was one thing he 
and I did together. . . . He’s a fine fellow, eh?’ 

‘A splendid fellow. And so pleasant in his man- 
ner! Doesn’t show a grain of — what d’you call it?’ 
answered the handsome young man. ‘How quickly 
we became intimate. . . . He’s not more than 
twenty-live, is he?’ 

‘Oh no, that’s what he looks but he is more than 
that. One has to get to know him, you know. Who 
.ihductcd Migiinova? He. It was he who killed 
Sablin. It was he who dropped Matnev out of 
the window by his legs. It was he who won three 
hundred thousand rubles from Prince Nestorov. 
He is a regular dare-devil, you know: a gambler, a 
duellist, a seducer, but a jewel of an hussar — a real 
jewel. The rumours that are afloat about us arc 
nothing to the reality — if anyone knew what a true 
^hussar is! Ah yes, those were times!’ 

And the cavalryman told his interlocutor of such 
a spree with the count in Lebedyani as not only 
never had, but never even could have, taken place. 

It could not have done so, first because he had 
never seen the count till that day and had left the 
army two years before the count entered it; and 
secondly because the cavalryman had never really 
served in the cavalry at all, but had for four years 
been the humblest of cadets in the Belevski regi- 
ment, and retired as soon as ever he became ensign. 

' A town in the Tamb6v province noted for its horse fair. 



74 TWO HUSSARS 

But ten years ago he had inherited some money and 
had really been in LelK'dyani where he squandered 
seven hundred luljles with some ollicers who weic 
there buying r{'iiu)unts. I Ic had even gone so hir as 
to have an uhlan uniform made with oranuc 
facings, meaning to enter can uhlan regiment. 'Thn 
d<*siie to enter the cavalry, and the three weeks 
spent with the Kaiumnt ollict'rs at r.,td:)edvani, le- 
in.iined the l)i iLd*t<*^'t and happu'sf menioii(‘s ol his 
lile, so he tiansloi rued the desiii* iiist into a reality 
and then into a leminisec'nce ami tame to b('li(‘\e 
lirriily in his past as a cavalry ollicer - all of wliich 
did not prevaait his biang, as to gcaitUaiess and 
hom sty, a most worthy man. 

‘Ves, thos(‘ who hav(‘ m'ver served in the cavahy 
will nev'(T uiulei stand us fellows.’ 

IIt‘ sat asliidt' a chair and tluusting out his lo\N('r 
jaw began to speak in a bass voice. 'You ride at the 
heatl ol your stpiadrou, not a horse but the dc\il 
incarnate pianeing about under you, anti you ju'^t 
sit in dev il-inay-CtUe stvle. d’he S(|uadron comman- 
der ridt's up to review: '"Lieutenant/' he says. "‘\Vc 
can't g(‘t on without you -please lead the sejuadron 
to paiade.” riglii,” you say, and tlun e you are: 

you turn round, shout to your motistached fellows. 
• . . Ah, devil take it, those were times 

riu* count returiu'd fiom the bath-house very red 
and with wet hair, and went straight to No. 7, 
where the eavalryman was already sitting in his 
dressing-gown smoking a pipe and considering wdth 
pleastire, and ru>t without some apprelumsion, the 
happiness that had befallen him of shaiing a room 
with the celebrated Turbin. "Now suppose/ he 
thought, ^that he suddenly takes me, strips me 
naked, drives me to the town gales and sets me in 
the snow, or . • . tars me, or simply. . . . But no,’ he 
:onsoled himself, iie wouldn't do that to a comrade/ 
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‘Sashka, feed Bliicher!’ shouted the count. 

Saslika, who had taken a tumbler of vodka to 
reficsh himself after the journey and was decidedly 
ti[M', came in. 

What, already! You’ve been drinkin<^, you ras- 
cal! . . . Feed Blucherl’ 

'He won't starve anvway: see how sleek he is!* 
aiAueied Sashka, strokinjf the dog. 

■.Silence! Be off and feed him!’ 

‘You want the dog to be led, but when a man 
chinks a glass you reproach him.’ 

‘Hey! I'll thrash you!’ shouted the count in a 
\inee that made the \\ indow-pan<‘S rattle and even 
liiehtened the cavalryman a bit. 

■'tOu should ask if .Sashka has had a bite to-dav! 
Ves, l)eat me if you think more of a dog th.in of a 
in.in,' muttered Sashka. 

But here he received such a terrible blow in the 
lac(' from the count's fist that he fell, knocked his 
head against the partition, and clutching his nose 
lied from the room and tell on a settee in the pas- 
s.ige. 

’He’s knocked my teeth out,’ grunted Sashka, 
%\ij)ing his bleeding nose with one hand while with 
the other he scratched the back of Blucher, who 
<^was licking himself. ‘He’s knocked my teeth out, 
(Bluehy, but still he’s my count and I’d go through 
fire for him — I would! Because he — is my count. 
Do you understand, Bluchy? Want your dinner, 
eh?’ 

After lying still for a while he ro.se, fed the dog, 
and then, almost sobered, went in to wait on his 
count and to oli'er him some tea. 

‘I shall really feel hurt,’ tlie cavalr^'man was 
saying meekly, as he stood before the count who was 
dying on the other’s bed with his legs up against the 
partition. ‘You see I also am an old army man and, 
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if I may say so, a comrade. Why should you borrow 
from anyone else when I shall l>e delighted to lend 
you a couple of hundred rubles? I haven’t got them 
just now- -only a huntlred rubles — but I’ll getthercst 
to-day. You woultl really hurt my feelings, Count.’ 

‘I’hank you, old man,’ said the count, instantly 
discerning what kind of relations had to be estab- 
lished b<“tw<'en th«'rn, and slapping the cavalryman 
on the shoulder: ‘ rhanks! W^ell then, we ll go to 
the ball if it must be so. Hut what are we to do now? 
Tell me what you have in your town. What pretty 
girls? What men fit fi)r a spree? What gaming?’ 

I he cavahyman explained that there would be an 
abundance of pretty cicatures at the ball, that 
Kcilkov, who had been re-elected Captain of Police, 
was the b<‘.st hand at a .spree, only he lacked the 
true hussar gt) - <itherw’ise he was a good sort of a 
chap; that the I lyiishin gipsy chorus had been sing- 
ing in the town since the elections began, Steshka 
leading, and that everybody meant to go to hear 
them after leaving the Marshal’s that evening. 

‘And there’s a devilish lot of card-playing too,’ he 
went on. ‘I.ukhnov plays. He has money and is 
staying here to break his journey, and Ilyfn, an 
uhlan cornet w'ho has room No. 8, has lost a lot. 
Tl’hcy have already begun in his room. They play 
every evening. And what a fine fellow that Ilyfn is! 
I tell you, t!ount, he’s not mean — he’ll let his last 
shirt go.’ 

‘Well then, let us go to his room. Let’s see what 
sort of people they ate,’ said the count. 

‘Yes do — pray do. They’ll be devilish glad.’ 

II 

The uhlan cornet, Ilyfn, had not long been awake. 
The evening before he had sat down to cards aC 
eight o’clock and had lost prettv steadilv for fifte#»r» 
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iours on end — till eleven in the morning. He had 
ost a considerable sum, but did not know exactly 
now much, because he had about three thousand 
rubles of his own, and fifteen thousand of Crown 
money which had long since got mixed up with his 
own, and he feared to count lest his fears tliat some 
of the Crown money was already gone should be 
conlirmed. It was nearly noon when he fell asleep 
and he had slept that heavy dreamless sleep which 
only very young men sleep alti'r a he.ivy loss VV ak- 
int;atsix o’clock (just when Count 'I'urbin arrived 
at the hotel), and seeing the floor all aionnd strewn 
with cards and bits ol clialk, and the chalk-marked 
t.ihles in the middle of the room, he recalled wdth 
hon or hist night’s play, and the last card— a knave 
on which he lost five hundred rubles; but not yet 
(|uite convinced of the realit\ ol all this, he diew 
his money from under the pillow and began to 
count it. He recognired some notes whi( h had 
pa.ssed from hand to hand si'veial times with ‘<oi- 
ners’ and ‘transports', and he recalled the whole 
course of the game. He had none of his own three 
thrmsand rubles left, and some two thousand live 
hunched of the Government money was also g<me. 

IK in had been playing for four nights running. 

. He had come from Moscow where the Crown 

'money had been entrusted to him, and at K had 

' been detained by the superintendent ot the post- 
house on the pretext Unit there were no horses, but 
really because the superintendent had an agreement 
with the hotel-keeper to detain all travellers for a 
day. The uhlan, a bright young lad who had just 
received three thousand rubles from his parents in 
Moscow for his equipment on entering his regiment, 

was glad to spend a few days in the town ol K 

^during the elections, and hoped to enjoy himself 
thoroughly. He knew one of the landed gentry 
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there who had a family, and he was thinking ( 
looking them up and flirting with the daughter 
when the cavalryman turned up to make his a( 
qilaintancc. Without any evil intention the cavalry 
man introduced him that same evening, in th 
general saloon or common room of the hotel, to hi 
acf|uaintanccs, Lukhnov and other gamblers. Am 
ever since then the uhlan had been playing card-s 
not asking at the post-station for horses, much Ics 
going to visit his acquaintance the landed proprie 
tor, and not even leaving his room for four days or 
end. 

I laving dressed and drunk tea he went to the win- 
dow. I ie felt that he wotild like to go for a stroll tc 
get lid of the recollections that haunted him, and 
he put on his cloak and went out into the street. 
'I'he sun was already hidtlen behind the W’hite 
houses with their red roofs and it was getting dusk. 
It was warm lor winter. Large wet snowllakcs were 
falling slowly into the mudtly street. Suddenly at 
the thought that he had slept all through the day 
now ending, a feeling of intolerable sadness over- 
came him. 

‘This day, now past, can never be recovered,’ he 
thought. 

‘I have ruined my youth!’ he suddenly said to 
himself, not because he really thought he had 
ruinc<l his youth — he did not even think about it — 
but l>ccau.se the phrase happened to occur to him. 

‘And what am I to do now?’ thought he. ‘Borrow 
from someone and go away?’ A lady passed him 
along the pavement. ‘There’s a stupid woman,’ 
thought he for some reason. ‘There’s no one to 
borrow from ... I have ruined my youth !’ He came 
to the bazaar. A tradesman in a fox-fur cloak stood 
at the door of his shop touting for customers. *Ifr 
1 had not withdrawn tliat eight I should have 
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rorovered my losses.’ An old beggar-woman followed 
him whimpering. ‘There’s no one to borrow from.’ 
A man drove past in a bearskin cloak; a policeman 
was standing at his post. ‘What unusual thing 
cdiikl I do? Fire at them? No, it’s dull ... I have 
rmiicd mv youth !. . . Ah, those are line horse-collars 
ami trappings hanging there! Ah, if only I could 
(iii\e in a troyka: Gee-up, beauties! . . . I’ll go back. 
Lukhnov will come soon, and we’ll play.’ 

He returned to the hotel and again counted his 
money. No, he had made no mistake the first time: 
ilierc were still two thousand five hundied rubles of 
Clown money missing. ‘I’ll stake twenty-five rubles, 
then make a “corner’ . . . seven-fold it, lifteen-lidd, 
tliiity, sixty . . . three thousand rubles. Then I’ll 
I'liy the horse-collars and he oil. He won't let me, 
till' ras( ,d I I have ruined my youth !’ 

1 hat is what W'as going on in the uhlan's head 
when Lukhnov actually entered the room. 

Have you been up long, Michael Vasil ieh?’ 
asked Lukhnov slowly removing the gold spe< laeles 
lioin his skinny no.se and carefully wi[)ing them with 
a led silk handkerchief. 

‘No, I’ve only just got up--I slept uneorninonly 
well.’ 

“Some hussar or other has arrived. He has put up 
with Zavalshevski — had you hcaid?’ 

‘No, I hadn’t. But how is it no one else is here 

‘They must have gone to Pryakhin’s. They’ll be 
here directly.’ 

And sure enough a little later there came into the 
room a garrison officer who always accompanied 
Lukhnov; a Greek merchant with an enormous 
brown hooked nose and sunken black eyes, and a 
lat puffy landowner, the proprietor of a distillery, 
w ho played whole nights, always staking ‘simples’ of 
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half a ruble each. Everybody wished to begin play- 
ing as soon as possible, but the principal gamesters, 
especially Liikhnov who was telling about a robbery 
in Moscow in an exceedingly calm manner, did not 
refer to the subject. 

‘Just fancy,’ he said, ‘a city like Moscow, the 
historic capital, a metropolis, and men dressed up as 
devils go al»out there with crooks, frighten stupid 
people and rolj the passers-by — and that’s the end 
of it! What are the police about? That’s the ques- 
tion.’ 

The uhlan listened attentively to the story about 
the rol)bers, but when ;i pause came Ik' rose and 
quietly ordered cards to be brought. 'I'he fat land- 
owner was the lirst to speak out. 

‘Well, gentlemen, why lose piecious time? If wc 
mean business h't’s begin.’ 

‘Yes, you wtilked oil with a pile of half-rubles last 
night so you like it,’ said the (lieek. 

‘I think we might start,’ said the garrison oflicer. 

Ilyin looked at laikhnov. Liikhnov looking him 
in the eye cpiietly continued his story about robbers 
dre.ssetl up like devils with claws. 

‘Will you keep the bank?’ asked the uhlan. 

‘Isn’t it too earlv?’ 

‘Belov!’ shouted the uhlan, blushing for some 
unknown reason, ‘bring me some dinner — I haven’t 
had anything to e.it yet, gentlemen —and a bottle 
of champagne and some cards.’ 

At this moment the count and Zavalshevski en- 
tered the room. It turned out that I'lirbin and 
Ilyin belonged to the same division. They took to 
one another at once, clinked glasses, drank cham- 
pagne together, atul were on intimate terms in five 
minutes. The count seemed to like Ilyin very much; 
he looked smilingly at him and teased him about 
his youth. 
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‘There’s an uhlan of the right sort!’ he said. 
‘What moustaches! Dear me, what moustaches!’ 

1-A rii what little down there was on Ilyin ’s lip was 
quite white. 

‘I suppose you are going to play?’ said the count; 
‘Well, I wish you luck, Ilyin! I should think you 
are a master at it,’ he added with a smile. 

Yes, they mean to start,’ said Liikhnov, tearing 
open a bundle of a dozen packs of cards, ‘and you’ll 
jciin in too. Count, won't you?’ 

Xo, not to-day. I should clear you all out if I 
did. W'hcn I begin “cornering'’ in earnest the bank 
lici^ins to crack! But I have nothing to play with — 

1 was cleaned out at a station neat \ olochdk. I met 
«)ine infantry fellow there with rings on his lingers 
- a sharper I should think— and he plucked me 
clean.’ 

‘Why, did you stay at that station long?’ asked 
Ilyin. 

‘I sat there lor twenty- two hours. I shan’t forget 
that accursed station! And the superintendent 
won’t forget me either . . 

‘How’s that?’ 

‘I drive up, you know; out rushes the superinten- 
dent looking a regular brigand. “No horses!” says 
Jie. Now I must tell you that it’s my rule, if there 
fere no horses I don't take oil my fur cloak but go 
into the superintendent’s own room — not into the 
public room but into his private room— and I have 
all the doors and windows opened on the ground 
that it’s smoky. Well, that’s just what I did there. 
You remember what frosts we had last month? 
About twenty degrees!* The superintendent began 
to argue, I punched his head. There was an old 
woman there, and girls and other women; they 
lucked up a row', snatched up their pots and pans 
* Reaumur =* thirteen below zero Fahrenheit. 



iSa IWO HUSSARS 

and were rushing ofT to the village. ... I went to tli 
door and said,“I.et me have horses and I’ll be ol 
If not, no one shall go out: I’ll freeze you all!’” 

‘That’s an internally go<Kl plan!’ said the puff 
squire, rolling with laughter. ‘It’s the way the 
freeze o\jt < fx kroarhes . . .’ 

‘But I didn’t watch carefully enough and tin 
superintend<'nt got away with the w'omen. Onh 
one old woman leinained in pawn on the to[) of tin 
•Stove; she k<*pf sneezing and saying her prayeis 
Afh'rwards we began negotiating: the supt'rinteri 
(hmt came and from a di.stance beg.in j)crsuatiin,t; 
me to h't the old woman go, but I set Hint her at hin. 
a bit. BhicluM ’s splendid at ttickling superinten- 
dents! But still the rascal difln't let na* have hors<‘.‘' 
until the next inoining. Me.mwhile that inl:inti\ 
fellow came alom; I joineil him in another room, 
and we began to play. You have seen Bhu her? . . . 
Blueher! . . .’ and he gave a w'histle. 

BIucIkt rushed in, and the players condescending- 
ly j)aid some attention to him though it was evident 
that they wished to attend to quite other matters. 

‘But why don’t you play, gentlemen? Please 
don’t let me prevent you. I am a chatterbox, you 
.see,’ said 'I’uibin. ‘Play is play whether one likes it 
or not.’ 


Ill 

Lt'iKHNOV drew two candles nearer to him, took out 
a large brown pocket-book full of paper money, and 
slowly, as if performing some rite, opened it on the 
table, took out two one-hundred ruble notes and 
placed them under the cards. 

‘'I'wo hundred for the bank, the same as yester- 
day,’ said he, adjusting his spectacles and opening, 
a pack of cards. 
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‘Very well,’ said Ilyin, continuing his convcrsa- 
doii with Tiirbin without looking at Luknov. 

'I he game* started. Liikhnov dealt the cards with 
marhine-like precision, stopping now and then and 
dplil)rrately jotting something dowm, or looking 
sternly over his spectacles and saying in low tones, 
‘I’a^s up!’ The fat landowner spoke louder than 
anvone else, audibly deliberating with himself and 
welting his plump fingers when he turned down the 
corner of a card. The garrison oflicer silently and 
iieatlv noted the amount of his stake on his card and 
l)( lit down small corners under the table. 'I'he Greek 
s.it beside the banker watching the game attentively 
u ilh his sunken black eyes, and seemed to be waiting 
for something. Zavalshevski standing by the table 
would suddenly begin to fidget all over, take a red 
or blue bank-note- out of his trouser j)ocket, lay a 
card on it, slap it with his palm and say; ‘Little 
seven, pull me through!’ 'I’lien he would bite his 
moustache, shift from foot to liiot, and keep fidget- 
ing till his card was dealt. Ilyin sat eating veal and 
pii klcd cucumbers, which were placed beside him 
on the horsehair sofa, and hastily wiping his hands 
on his coat laid chnvn one card after another. Tur- 
bin, who at first was sitting on the sofa, cjuickly saw 
how' matters stood. Liikhnov did not look at or speak 
Ho Ilyin, only now and then his spectacles would 

* The game referred to was shtos. The players selected cards 
for themselves from p.irks on the table, and placed their stakes 
on or under their cards. The banker had a pack from which 
he dealt to right and left alternately. Cards dealt to the right 
won for him. those dealt to the left won for the players. ‘Pass 
up’ was a reminder to the players to hand up stakes due to the 
bank. ‘Simples’ were single stakes. By turning dowm ‘corners’ 
of his card a player increased his stake two- or three-fold. A 

.‘transport’ increased it six-fold. Shtos has long gone out of 
'fashion and been replaced by other forms of gambling. 

* Five-ruble notes were blue and ten-ruble notes red. 





turn for a moment towards the latter’s hand, but 
most of Ilyin’s cards lost. 

‘‘rherc now, I’d like to beat that card,’ said 
Ivukhnov of a card the fat landowner, who was 
staking half-i iihlcs, had put down. 

‘You beat Ilyin’s, never mind me!’ remarked the 
squire 

And indeed Ilyin’s cards lo.st more often than anv 
of the others. He would tear up the losing caul 
nervously under the table and choose another with 
trembling fingers, 'riirbin rose from the sofa and 
asked the Greek to let him sit by the banker. '1 he 
Greek moved to another place, the count took his 
chair and began watching la'ikhnov’s hands atten- 
tively, not taking his eyes off them. 

‘Ilyin!’ he suddenly said in his usual voice, which 
quite unintentionally drowned all the others. ‘Why 
do you keep to a routine? You don't know how to 
pLty.’ 

‘It’s all the same how one plays.’ 

‘but you’re sure to lose that way. Let me play 
for you.’ 

‘No, please excuse me. I always do it myself. 
Play for yoiuself if you like.’ 

‘I said I should not play for myself, but I should 
like to play for you. I am v<‘.\eil that you are losing.’ 

‘I suppose it’s inv fate.’ 

The count was sdeni, but leaning on his elbows 
'jc again gazed intently at the banker's hands. 

‘Abominable!’ he suddenly said in a loud, long- 
Irasvn tone. 

I.iikhnov glanced at him. 

‘Abominable, quite abominable!’ he repeated 
till louder, looking straight into Liikhnov’s eyes. 

The game continued. 

‘It is not right!’ 'I'urbin remarked again, just asd 
.uklmov beat a heavily-backed card of Ilyin’s. 
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‘W'liat is it you don’t like, Count?’ inquired the 
i' banker with polite indifference. 

‘This! — that you let Ilyin win his simples and 
beat Ills corners. That’s what’s bad.’ 

Liikhnov made a slight movement with his brows 
and shoulders, expressing the advisability of sub- 
mitting to fate in everything, and continued to play. 

‘Blueher!’ shouted the count, rising and whistling 
to the dog. ‘At him!’ he added quickly. 

Illucher, bumping his back against the sofa as 
he leapt from under it and nearly upsetting the 
painson ollicer, ran to his master and growded, 
looking round at everyone and moving his tail as if 
asking, ‘Who is misbehaving here, eh?’ 

I.ukhnov put down his cards and moved his 
chair to one side. 

‘One can’t play like that,’ he said. ‘I hate dogs. 
What kind of a game is it when you bring a whole 
pack of hounds in here?’ 

■ Especially a dog like that. I believe they are 
calleci “leeches”,’ cliimed in the garrison oUicer. 

‘Well, arc we going to play or not, Michael 
Vasilich?’ said Liikhnov to their host. 

'I’lease don’t interfere with us. Count,’ said Ilyin, 
turning to Turbin. 

‘Come here a minute,’ said Turbin, taking Ilyin’s 
arm and going behind the partition with him. 

The count’s words, spoken in his usual tone, were 
distinctly audible from there. His voice always 
carried across three rooms. 

‘Are you daft, eh? Don’t you see that that gentle- 
man in spectacles is a sharper of the first water?’ 

‘Come now, enough! What are you saying?’ 

‘No enough about it! Stop playing, I tell you. 
It’s nothing to me. Another time I’d pluck you 
’myself, but somehow I’m sorry to see you fleeced. 
And maybe you have Crown money too?’ 
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‘No . . . why do you imagine such things?* 

‘Ah, my lad, IVe been that way myself so ] 
know all those sharpers* tricks. I tell you th(‘ one 
in specta(‘l<*s is a sharper. Stop playing! I ask you 
as a comrade.’ 

‘Well then, I’ll only finish this one d('al.* 

‘I know what “(me dear*' ine_‘aiis. Well, wee’ll sec.’ 

T hey went ha('k. In that oiu' deal IK in [)ut down 
so many cards and so many (d' them were beaten 
that he lost a lar ge anu^unt. 

Turbin [)ut his hands in the middle of the table. 
‘Now stop it! Ckmie along.' 

‘No, I can’t. laMve nu* alone, do!’ said Ihin, 
irritably shullling some bent cards without looking 
at Turbin. 

‘W(‘ll, go to the de vil! (io on losing for certain, 
if tliat pl<M.s(\s yon. It’s time for me to be off. Let s 
go to tile Marshal's, ZavaLshevski.’' 

T hey went out. All nmiained sihmt and Lukhiuw 
detilt IK') nnir’e cards until the sound of their slej's 
and of lilucher’s ( laws on the passage lloor had died 
awMy. 

A\hat a devil of a fellow!’ said the landowner 
laughing. 

‘Well, he won’t interfere now,’ remarked the 
garrison oflieer hastily, and still in a whisper. 

And the play continued. 

IV 

The band, composed of some of the Marshal’s serfs 
standing in the pantry— which had been cleared 
out for the occasion — with their coat-sleeves turned 
up ready, had at a given signal struck up the old 
polonaise, ‘Alexander, Tazabeth’, and under the 
bright soft light of the wax-candlcs a Governor- 
General of Catharine’s days, with a star on his 
breast, arm-in-arm with the Nlarshal’s skinny wife. 
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and the rest of the local grandees with their partners, 
hatl !)cgun slowly gliding over the parquet floor of 
the l.irge dancing-room in various combinations 
anti v.iriations, when Zavalshevski entered, wearing 
siiM kmgN and pumps and a blue swallow-tail coat 
wi:li an imineiisc and padtled collar, and exhaling 
a 'iioiig smell of the (Vangipanc with wliieh the 
la mgs of his coat, his handkerchief, and his 
in 'ustaches, w’crc abundantly sprinkled. 'I’lie hand- 
M aie liiissar who came with him wore tight-litting 
iL'ni-ljlue riding-Iireeches and gold-embroidered 
s iilet coat on which a \’ladi'mir cross and an iflia 
ii' dal' were fastened. I'hc count was not tall but 
I' i'iarkal)ly well built. His dear blue and c.xcei'd- 
i'lglv brilliant eyes, and thick, < lo.sely t urling, dark- 
liidwn hair, gave a remarkable character to his 
'iMiity. His arrival at the ball was e-xpccted, lln* the 
laiidsonie young man wlio hail seen him at the 
amd had aheaily prepared the Marshal for it. 
\.in<)us impiessions had been produced Ijy the 
news, for the most part not altogether pleasant. 

‘It’s not unlikely that this youngster will hold us 
up to ridicule,’ was the (>|)inion of the men and of 
tlic older women. ‘What if he should run away with 
tne.^’ was more or less in the minds of the younger 
ladies, mat t ied or unman ied. 

* .\s soon as the polonaise was over and the couples 
hltiT bowing to one another had separated — the 
"oiiieii into one group and the men into another— 
Z.ivalshevski, proud and happy, introduced the 
count to their hostess. 

I'he Marshal’s wife, feeling an inner trepidation 
lest this hussar should treat her in some scandalous 
manner before everybody, turned away haughtily 
^nd contemptuously as she said; ‘Very pleased, I 

‘ That is to say, a medal gained in the defence of his country 
agaiast Napoleon. 
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hope you will dance,’ and then gave him a distrust 
ful hiok that said, ‘Now, if you offend a woman i 
will show me that you are a perfect villain.’ Th( 
count however soon conquered her prejudices b\ 
his amiability, attentive manner, and handsome 
gay appearance, so that five minutes later th<! ex- 
pression on the face of the Marshal’s wife told the 
company: ‘I know how to manage such gentlemen. 
He immediately understood with whom he had to 
deal, and now he’ll be charming to me for the rest 
of the evening.’ Moreover at that moment the 
governor of the town, who had known the count’s 
father, came up to him and very affably took him 
asitle for a talk, which still further calmed the pro- 
vitu'ial ptiblic and raised the count in its estimation. 
After that Zavalshcvski introduced the count to his 
sister, a plump young widow whose large black eyes 
had not left the count from the moment he entered. 
The count asked her to dance the waltz the band 
had just commenced, and the general prejudice 
was finally dispersed by the masterly way in which 
he danced. 

‘What a splendid dancer!’ said a fat landed pro-| 
prictress, watching his legs in their blue riding-* 
l)recches as they flitted across the room, and 
mentally counting ‘one, two, three — one, two, three 
— splendid !’ 

‘There he goes — jig, jig, jig,’ said another, a 
visitor in the town \vhom local society did not con- 
sider genteel. ‘How does he manage not to entangle 
his spurs? W’ondcrfully clever!’ 

'I'he count’s artistic dancing eclipsed the three 
best dancers of the province: the tall fair-haired 
adjutant of the governor, noted for the rapidity 
with which he danced and for holding his partner^ 
i/cr>’ close to him; the cavalryman, famous for thti 
graceful swaying motion with which he waltzed and 
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For the frequent but light tapping of his heels; and 
a civilian, of whom everybody said that though he 
was not very intellectual he was a first-rate dancer 
anil the soul of every ball. In fact, from its very 
coininenccmcnt this civilian would ask all the ladies 
in turn to dance, in the order in which they were 
sitting,* and never stopped for a moment except 
oiiasionally to wipe the perspiration from his weary 
but cheerful face with a very wet cambiic hand- 
kci chief. The count eclipsed them all and danced 
Mith the three principal ladies: the tall one, rich, 
handsome, stupid; the one of middle height, thin 
and not very pretty but splendidly dressed; and the 
little one, who was plain but very clever. He 
danced with others too — with all the pretty ones, 
and there were many of these — but it was Zaval- 
shi^’ski's sister, the little widow, who pleased him 
best. With her he danced a quadrille, an icossaise, 
and a mazurka. When they were sitting down 
duiing the quadrille he began paying her many 
compliments; comparing her to Venus and Diana, 
to a rose, and to some other flower. But all these 
compliments only made the widow bend her white 
neck, lower her eyes and look at her white muslin 
dress, or pass her fan from hand to hand. But when 
*Ae said: ‘Don’t, you’re only joking. Count,’ and 
Ather words to that effect, there was a note of such 
naive simplicity and amusing silliness in her slightly 
guttural voice, that looking at her it really seemed 
that this was not a woman but a flower, and not a 
rose, but some gorgeous scentless rosy-white wild 
flower that had grown all alone out of a snowdrift 
in some very remote land. 

This combination of naivete and unconventionality 

‘ The custom was, not to dance a whole dance with one lady 
but to take a few turns round the room, conduct her to her 
seat, bow to her, thank her, and seek a fresh partner. 
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with her fresh beauty created such a peculiar 
iiTipression on the count that several times during 
the intervals of conversation, when gazing silently 
into her eyes or at the beautiful outline of her neck 
and arms, the desire to seize her in his arms and 
cover her willi kisses assailed him with such force 
that he had to make a serious effort to resist it. I’he 
widow noticed with pleasuri" the effect she was 
producing, yet something in the count’s beh.iviour 
began to frighten and excite her, though the young 
hussar, despite his insinuating tuniability, was re- 
spectful to a dcgiee that in our tlays would be con- 
sith-retl cloying. He ran to fetch almond-milk foi 
her, picked up her luintlkcK hief, snattlied .a chair 
fiotii the hands of a sciofulous young scjuiie who 
daiK'cd atti'iul.ince on her, to hand it her more 
quickly, aud so foith. 

When he notici'd that the society attentions of the 
day had little elf<-ct on the lady he tried to amuse 
her l)y telling her funny stories and assured her that 
he was ready to st.iiid on his head, to crow' like a 
cock, to jump out of the w'indow or plunge into the 
water through a hole in the ice, if she ordered him 
to do so. Tins piovetl tjuite a success. The widow 
brightened up and burst into peals of laughter, 
showing lovely while teeth, and was quite satisfied 
with lu“r cavalier. 'I’hc count liked her more aniff 
more every minute, so that by the end of the quad- 
rille he was seriously in love with her. 

When, after the quadrille, her eighteen-year-old 
adorer of long standing came up to the widow (he 
w'as the same scrofulous y’oung man from whom 
Turbin had snatched the chair — a son of the richest 
local landed proprietor and not yet in government 
service) she received him with extreme coolness and 
did not show one-tenth of the confusion she had 
experienced with the count. 
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‘Well, you are a fine fellow!’ she said, looking all 
the lime at Turbin’s back and unconsciously con- 
|iclering how many yards of gold cord it had taken 
k embroider his whole jacket. ‘You are a good one ! 
You promised to call and felch me I'or a drive and 
bring me- some comiils.’ 

*1 did come, Anna Fedorovna, Knit you had 
alnady gone, and I left some of the very best 
roinhts i'or you,’ said the young man, who -d(\sj)itc 
his talhu ss- spoke in a very liigh-pilched voice. 

‘You always find excuses! ... I don't want your 
IxHibons. Please don’t imagine — ’ 

‘I see, Anna l edorovna, that you have changed 
towards me and I know w'hy. Hut it’s not right.' he 
addr'd, evidently unal)l(‘ to finish his spia'ch because 
a strong inward agitation caused his lips to (piivcr 
in a very strange and rapid manner. 

Anna Fedorovna did not listen to him, Imt con- 
tinued to follow d urliin with her ey(‘.s. 

d lie master of the house, the stout, toothh'ss, 
stately old Marshal, came up to the count, took him 
by the arm, and invited him into the study for a 
smoke and a drink. As .soon .as d’urbin left the* room 
Anna Fedorovna felt that there was absolut<*ly 
M(Jthing to do there and went out into the dressing- 
(*>om arm-in-arm with a friend ot hers, a bony, 
elderly, maiden lady. 

‘Well, is he nice?’ asked the maiden lady. 

‘Only he bothers so!’ Anna Fedorovna replied 
walking up to the mirror and looking at herself. 

Her face brightened, her eyes laughed, she even 
blushed, and suddenly, imitating the l)allet-danccrs 
she had seen during the elections, she twirled round 
on one foot, then laughed her guttural but pleasant 
laugh and even bent her knees and gave a jump. 

F ‘Just fancy, what a man! He actually asked me 
for a keepsake,’ she said to her friend, ‘but he will 
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get nn-o-o-thing.’ She sang the last word and held 
uj> one linger in her kid glove which reached to her 
elhow. 

In the study, where the Marshal had taken 
l'url)in, stood l)ottles of difFerent soils of vodka, 
lif|neurs, champagne, and The nobilily, 

walking about or silling in a (loud of tobacco smoke, 
were talking about the elections. 

‘When the whole worshi{)l\il society of our no- 
bility has honoured him by their choice,’ said the 
newly eh'cted Ca[)tain of Police who had already 
imbilicd freely, ‘he should on no account transgiess 
in the face of the whole society - he ought never . . 

The count’s entrance interrupted the conv('rsa- 
tion. Everybody wished to be introduced to him and 
the Caj)tain of Police especially kej>t pressing the 
count’s haiuJ betw(‘en his own for a long time, and 
rcpeat<'dly asked him not to refuse to accompany 
him to tiie new restaurant where he was going to 
treat the gentlemen alter the ball, and where the 
gipsies were going to sing. The count promised to 
come without fail, and drank some glasses of 
champagne with him. 

"Hut why are you not dancing, gentlemen?’ s: id 
the count, as he was about to leave the room. ^ 

‘We are not dancers,’ replied the Captain 
Police, laughing. ‘Wine is more in our line. Count? 

. . . And besides, I have seen all those young ladies 
grow up. Count! But 1 can walk through an 
^cossaise now and then, Count ... I can do it. 
Count.’ 

‘ I hcii come and walk through one now,’ said 

* The za^tiska (‘little bite’) consists of a choice of snacks: 
caviare, salt-fish, cheese, radishes, or what not, with smair 
glasses of vodka or other spirits. It is sometimes ser\'cd alone, 
but usually forms an appetizer laid out on a side table an^’ 
partaken of irnmcdiatelv before dinner or supper. It answers 
somewhat to the hors-d'oeuvre of an English dinner. 



?ttrbin. ‘It will brighten us up before going to hear 
lie gipsies.’ 

‘Very well, gentlemen! Let’s come and gratify 
jur host.’ 

I And three or four of the noblemen who had been 
iriiikiHg in the study since the commencement of 
the li.ill, put on gloves of black kid or knitted silk, 
and uitli red faces were just about to follow the 
count into the ball-room when they were si(;i>j)ed 
b\ the scrofulous young man who, pale and hardly 
able to restrain his tears, accosted riirbin. 

’^’ou think that because you arc a count you can 
jostle people about as if you were in the market- 
place,’ he said, breathing with dilliculty, ‘but that 
ii impolite . . .’ 

And again, do what he would, his quivering lips 
cliei keil the flow of his words. 

‘What?’ cried 'Furbin, suddenly frowning. 
‘What? . . . You brat!’ he cried, seizing him by the 
arIn^ and squeezing them so that the blcKid rushed 
to the >oung man's head not so much from ve.xution 
as trom tear. ‘What? Do you want to fight? 1 am 
at your service !’ 

Hardly had Turbin ndeascxl the arms he had 
been squeezing so hard, than two nobles caught 
hold of them and dragged the young man towards 
die back door. 

‘Wh.it! Aic you out oi sour mind? You must be 
tipsy! Suppose we were to ti’ll sour papa! What’s 
tlie matter with you?’ they said to him. 

‘Xo, I’m not tipsy, but he jostles one and does not 
apologize. He’s a swine, that’s what he is!’ 
squealed the young man, now quite iq tears. 

But they did not listen to him and someone took 
him home. 

On the other side the Captain of Police and 
Zavalshevski were exhorting Turbin: ‘Never mind 
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him, Count, he ’s only a child. He still gets whipped, 
he’s only sixteen. . . . What can have happened td 
him? What bee has stung him? And his father 
such a respectable man — and our candidate.’ 

‘Well, let him go to the devil if he docs not 
wish . . .’ 

And the count returned to the ball-room and 
danced the /cossatre with the pretty widow as gaily as 
before, laughed with all his heart as he watched the 
ste[)s [)erl’ormcd by the gentlemen who had come 
with him out of the study, and burst into peals of 
laughter that rang across the rotun when the 
Captain of Polic'e slijjped and measured his full 
length in the midst of the tl.inccrs. 

V 

Wiin.K th(^ count was in the study Anna Fedorovna 
had a])proaehed her brother, and su])posing that 
she ought to pretend to be very little interested in 
the couttt began by asking; 

‘Who is that hussar who was dancing with me? 
Can you tell me, brother?’ 

The cavalryman explained to his sister as well as 
he could what a great man the hussar was, and told 
her at the same time tliat the count was only 
Slopping in the tow'u because his money had beci;, 
stolen on the way, and that he himself had lent him 
a hundred rubles, but that that was not enough, 
so that perhaps ‘sister’ would lend another couple 
of hundred. Only Zavalshcvski asked her on no 
account to mention the matter to anyone — • 
especially npt to the count. Anna Fedorovna 
promised to send her brother the money that very 
day and to keep the affair secret, but somehow 
during the /cossaise she felt a great longing herself tc 
offer the count as much money as he wanted. She 



ok a long time making up her mind, and blushed, 
at last with a great eflbrt broached the subject 
^ follows; 

brother tells me that a misfortune befell you 
to the road. Count, and that you have no money 
Ifyou need any, won’t )ou take it Irom me? 
[ slioukl be so glad.’ 

hut having said this, Anna l'<-dorovna stiddenly 
felt (i i'xhtened of something and blushed. All gaiety 
instantly left the tount’s face. 

‘Vour brother is a fool!' he said abruptly. ‘You 
know when a man insults another man they light; 
b'lt when a wom.in insults a man, what docs he do 
then — do you know?’ 

Poor Aiinti I'edorovna’s neck and eats grew red 
V. ith confusion. She lowered her (‘yes and said 
I'lthing. 

■| Ic kisses the woman in public,’ said the count in 
a low voice, leaning towards her car. ‘Alhnv me at 
le.ist to kiss your little hand.’ he added in a wbisj)er 
alter a prolonged silence, taking pity on his 
partner's confusion. 

But not now!’ said Anna Ft^dorovna, with a deep 
sigh. 

‘\Vh(.‘n then? I am leaving early to-morrow and 
you owe it me.’ 

‘Well then it’s impossible,’ said Anna Fedorovna 
with a smile. 

'Only allow me a chance to meet you to-night to 
.kiss your hand. I shall not fail to find an oppor- 
tunitv.’ 

‘How can you find it?’ 

‘ That is not your busine.ss. In order to sec you 
«ver\thing is possible. ... It’s agreed?’ 

‘Agreed.’ 

The ecossaise ended. After that they danced a 
mazurka and the count was quite wonderful: 



9b TWO HUSSARS 

catching handkerchiefs, kneeling on one knee, 
striking his spurs together in a quite special Warsaw 
manner, so that all the old people left their game of 
boston and flocked into the ball-room to see, and 
the cavalryman, their best dancer, confessed himself 
eclipsed. Then they had supper after which they 
danced the ‘Grandfather’, and the ball began to 
break up. The count never took his eyes off the 
little widow. It was not pretence when he said he 
was ready to jump through a hole in the ice for her 
sake. Whether it was whim, or love, or obstinacy, all 
his mental powers that evening were concentrated 
on the one desire — to tne«!t and love her. As soon as 
he noticed that Anna lu‘dorovna was taking leave of 
her hostess he ran out to the footmen’s room, and 
thence — without his fur cloak — into the courtyard 
to the place where the carriages stood. 

‘Anna Fedorovna Zaytseva’s carriage!’ he 
shouted. 

A high four-seated closed carriage with lamps 
burning moved from its place and approached the 
porch. 

‘Stop!’ he called to the coachman, and plunging 
knee-deep into the snow ran to the carriage. 

‘What do you want?’ said the coachman. 

‘I want to get into the carriage,’ replied the coup*’ 
opening the door and trying to get in while th 
carriage was moving. ‘Stop, I tell you, you fool !’ 

‘Stop, Vaska!’ shouted the coachman to the 
postilion, and pulled up the horses. ‘What are you., 
getting into other people’s carriages for? This 
carriage belongs to iny mistress, to Anna Fedorovna, 
and not to your honour.’ 

‘Shut up, you blockhead! Here’s a ruble fpf'* 
you; get down and close the door,’ said the count. . 
But as die coachman did not stir he lifted tlie step^ 
himself and, lowering tlie window, managed some- 



TWO HUSSARS 97 

■now to close the door. In the carriage, as in all old 
carriages, especially in those in which yellow galloon 
is used, there was a musty odour something like the 
smell of decayed and burnt bristles. The count’s 
lc«s were wet with snow up to the knees and felt 
veiy cold in his thin boots and riding-bree< hes; 
in fact the winter cold penetrated his whole body. 
The coachman grumbled on tlte liox anti seemed to 
K- preparing to get down. But the count neither 
licaid nor felt anything. His face was ailame and 
his heart beat fast. In his nervous tension he seized 
me yellow window strap and leant out of the side 
tNindow, and all his being merged into one fe<“ling 
of e.\|)ectation. 

This expectancy did not last long. Someone 
railed from the porch: ‘Zaytseva’s carriage!’ I’he 
coachman .shook the reins, the body f)f the carriage 
swayed on its high springs, and the illuminated 
window's of the house ran one after another past the 
carriage windows. 

‘Mind, fellow,’ said the count to the coachman, 
putting his head out of the fiont window, ‘if you tell 
the footman I’m here, I’ll thrash you, but hold your 
tongue and you shall have another ten lubles.’ 

Hardly had he time to close the window before 
the body of the carriage shook more violently and 
then stopped. I le pi essed close into the corner, held 
his breath, and even shut his eyes, so terrified was 
he lest anything should balk his passionate expec- 
tation. The door opened, the carriage steps fell 
noisily one after the other, he heard the rustic of a 
woman’s dress, a smell of frangipane perfume filled 
the musty carriage, quick little feet ran up the 
carriage steps, and Anna Fedorovna, brushing the 
count’s leg with the skirt of her cloak which had 
come open, sank silently onto the seat beside him 
breathing heavily. 

4Z0 


E 
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Whether she saw him or not no one could tell, 
not even Anna Fedorovna herself, but when he took 
her hand and said; ‘Well, now I will kiss your little 
hand,’* she showed very little fear, gave no reply, 
but yielded her arm to him, which he covered 
much higher than the top of her glove with kisses. 
The carriage started. 

‘Say something! Art thou angry?’ he said. 

She silently pressed into her corner, but suddenly 
something eau.scd her to burst into tears and of her 
own accord she let her head fall on his breast. 


VI 

The newly elected Captain of Police and his guests 
the cavalryman and other nobles had long been 
listening to the gipsies and drinking in the new 
restaurant when the count, wearing a blue cloth 
cloak lined with bearskin which had belonged to 
Anna Ferlorovna’s late husband, joined them. 

'Sure, your excellency, we have been awaiting 
you impatiently !’ .said a dark cross-eyed gipsy, show- 
ing his white teeth, as he met the count at the 
very entrance and rushed to help him off with his 
cloak. 'We have not seen you since the fair at 
Lebeilyani . . . Steshka is quite pining away for you.’ 

Steshka, a young, graceful little gipsy with a 
brick-red glow on her brown face and deep, 
sparkling black eyes shaded by long lashes, also ran 
out to meet him. 

‘Ah, little C'ount! Dearest! Jewel! This is a joy!’ 
she murmured between her teeth, smiling merrily. 

Ilyushka himself ran out to greet him, pretend- 
ing to be very glad to see him. The old women, 
matrons, and maids, jumped from their places and 


• The same word (ru^d) stands for hand or arm in Russian. 
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surrounded the guest, some claiming him as a fellow 
godfather, some as brother by bai)tism.‘ 

Turbin kissed all the young gipsy girls on their 
lips; the old women and the men kissed him on his 
shoulder or hand. The noblemen were also glad 
of their visitor’s arrival, especially as the carousal, 
having reached its zenith, was beginning to flag, 
and everyone was beginning to feel satiated. T he 
wine having lost its stimulating effect on the nerves 
merely weighed on the stomach. Kach one had 
alieady let off his store of swagger, and they were 
gelling tired of one another; the songs had all been 
Ming and had got mixed in everyone’s head, leaving 
a noisy, dissolute impression behind. No matter 
what strange or dashing thing anyone did, it l)egan 
to occur to everyone that there was nothing agree- 
able or funny in it. The Captain of Police, who lay 
in a shocking state on the floor at the feet of an old 
woman, began wriggling his legs and shouting: 
‘Champagne! . . . d he Count ’s come I . . . C.ham- 
pagne! ... He’s come . . . now then, champagne! 

. . . I’ll have a champagne bath and bathe in it! 
Noble gentlemen! ... I love the society of our 
brave old nobility . . . Steshka, sing 1 he Pathway, 

The cavalryman was al.so rather tipsy, but in 
another way. He sat on a sofa in the corner very 
close to a tall handsome gipsy girl, Lyubasha; and 
feeling his eyes misty with drink he kept blinking 
and shaking his head and, repeating the same words 
over and over again in a whisper, besought the gipsy 
to fly with him somewhere. Lyubasha, smiling an<l 
listening as if what he said were very amusing and 
yet rather sad, glanced occasionally at her husband 
—the cross-eyed Sashka who was standing behind 

1 In Russia god-parents and their god-children, and people 
na\^ng the same god-father or god-moihcr, were considered to 
be related. 
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the chair opposite her — and in reply to the cavaln’- 
man’s declarations of love, stooped and whisperintr 
in his ear asked him to buy her some scent and 
ribbons on the c|uiet, so that the others should not 
notice, 

‘Hurrah!’ cried the cavalryman when the count 
entered. 

I'he handsome yount' man was pacing up and 
down the room with laboriously stcadv steps and 
a careworn expression on his face, warbling an air 
from II Sera^ho. 

An elderly paterfamilias, who had been tempted 
by the pei'sistent entreaties of the nobles to come 
and hear the gipsies, as they said that without him 
the thing would lie worthless and it would be better 
not to go at all, was lying on a sofa where he had 
sunk as soon as he arrived, and no one was taking 
any notice of him. Some oflicial or other who was 
also there had taken off his swallow-tail coat and 
was sitting up on the table, feet and all, ruflling his 
hair, and thereby showing that he was very min h 
on the spree. As soon as the count entered, this 
oflicial unbuttoned the collar of hLs shirt and got 
still farther onto the table. In general on Turbin's 
ari’ival the carousal revived. 

The gipsy girls, who had been wandering about 
the room, again gathered and sat down in a circle.^ 
'I he count took Steshka, the leading singer, on his 
knee, and ordered more champagne. 

Ilyushka came and stood in front of Steshka with ■ 
his guitar, and the ‘dance’ commenced, i.e. the 
gipsy songs. When you go along the Street, O Hussars!, 
Do you hear, do you know?, and so on in a definite 
order. Steshka sang admirably. The flexible sono-* 
rous contralto that flowed from her very chest, 
her smiles while singing, her laughing passionate 
eyes, and her foot that moved involuntarily in 
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measure with the song, her wild shriek at the com- 
mencement of the chorus — all touched some jwwer- 
ful but rarely-reached chord. It was evident that 
she lived only in the song she was singing. Ilyiishka 
ac( nmpanieci her on the guitar— his hack, legs, 
smile, and whole being, expressing sympathy with 
the song — and eagerly watching her, raised and 
lowered his head as attentive and engrossed as 
though he heard the song for the first time. 1 hen 
at the last melodious note he suddenly drew him- 
S( II up, and as if feeling himself superior to everyone 
ii! the world, proudly and resolutely threw uj) his 
guitar with his foot, twirled it about, stamped, 
t'^^ed back his hair, and looked round at the choir 
with a frown. His whole body from neck to heels 
liegan dancing in every muscle -and twenty en- 
figetic, poweiful voices each trying to chime in 
more strongly and more strangely than the rest, 
rang through the air. The old women bobbed up 
and down on their chairs waving their hatulker- 
chiefs, showing their teeth, and vying w'ith one 
another in their harmonious and measured shouts. 
The basses with stniined necks and h<‘ads bent to 
one side boomed while standing liehincl the chairs. 

When Steshka took a high note Ilyushka brought 
his guitar closer to her as il wishing to help her, and 
the handsome young man screamed with rapture, 
saying that now they were beginning the betnnls.' 

When a dance was struck up and Dunyasha, 
advancing with quivering shoulders and bosom, 
tsvirled round in front of the count and glided 
onwards, Turbin leapt up, threw oil his jacket, and 
in his red shirt stepped jauntily with her in precise 
and measured step, accomplishing such things with 

\ * Bimol is French for a flat; but in Russia many people 
knowing nothing of musical technicalities imagined it to have 
something to do with excellence in music. 
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his legs that the gipsies smiled with approval and 

glanced at one another. 

T he Captain of Police sat down like a Turk, 
beat his breast with his fist, and cried ’'vivat!' and 
then, having caught hold of the count’s leg, began 
to tell him tluit of two thousand rubles he now had 
only five hundred left, but that he could do any- 
thing he liked if only the count would allow it. The 
elderly paterfamilias awoke and wislicd to go away, 
but was not allowed to do so. The handsome young 
man began persuading a gipsy to waltz with him. 
The cavalryman, wishing to show off his intimacy 
with the eount, rose and embraced Turbin. ‘Ah, 
my dear fellow,’ he said, ‘why didst thou leave us, 
eh?’ I'he count was silent, evidently thinking of 
something else. ‘Where did you go to? Ah, you 
rogue of a count, I know where you went to!’ 

I'or some reason this familiarity displeased 
Turbin. Without a smile he looked silently into the 
cavalryman’s face and suddenly launched at him 
such teniblc and rude abuse that the cavalryman 
was pained, aiul for a while could not make up his 
mind whether to take the oifence as a joke or 
seriously. At last he decided to take it as a joke, 
smiled, and went back to his gip.sy, assuring her 
that he would certainly marry her after Easter. 
They sang another song and another, danced again,' 
and ‘hailed the guests’, and everyone continued to 
imagine that he was enjoying it. 'I'here was no end 
to the champagne. The count drank a great deal. 
His eyes seemed to grow moist, but he was not 
unsteady. He danced even better than before, 
spoke firmly, even joinetl in the chorus extremely 
well, and chimed in when Steshka sang Friendship's 
Tender Emotions. In the midst of a dance the land- 
lord came in to ask the guests to return to theii* 
homes as it was getting on for three in the morning. 


103 

The count seized the landlord by the scrulT of his 
neck and ordered him to dance the Russian dance. 
The landlord refused. I’lie count snatched up a 
bottle of champagne and having stood the landlord 
on his head and had him held in that position, 
ainklst general laughter, slowly emptied tin; bottle 
over liiin. 

It was beginning to dawn. Everyone looked jjale 
and exhausted except the count. 

"Well, I must be starting for Moscow,’ .said he, 
suddenly rising. ‘Come along, all of you! Come 
and .see me oil' . . . and we’ll h.ive some tea to- 
gi'tlK'r.’ 

.\ll agreed except the patei f.imili.is (who was 
left behind a.sleep), and crowding mio thiee large 
sledges that stood at the door, they all drove olf to 
the hotel. 


VII 

‘Get horses rc.adyl’ cried the count as he entered 
the s.iloon of his hotel followed by the guests .iixl 
gip.sies. ‘Sashka! —not gipsy .Sashka but my Sashka 
— tell the superintendent I’ll thrash him if he gives 
me bad horses. And get us .some tea. Zaval- 
shesski, look after the lea: I’m going to have a look 
at Ilyin and see how he’s getting on . . .’ added 
I’urbin, and went along the passage towards the 
uhlan’s room. 

Ilyin had just finished playing, and having lost 
his last kopek was lying face dijwnw'ards on the sofa, 
pulling one hair after another from its torn horse- 
hair cover, putting them in his mouth, biting them 
in two and spitting them out again. 

Two tallow candles, one of which had burnt 
down to the paper in the socket, stood on the card- 
Jtrewn table and feebly wiestlcd with the morning 
light that crept in through the window. There were 
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no ideas in Ilyin’s head: a dense mist of gambling 
passion shrouded all his faculties, he did not even 
feel penitent. He made one attempt to think of 
what he should do now: how being penniless he 
could get away, how he could repay the fifteen 
thousand rubles of Crown money, what his regi- 
mental commander would say, what his mother 
and his comrades would say, and he felt such terror 
and disgust with himself that wishing to forget him- 
self he rose and began pacing up and down the 
room trying to step only where the floor-boards 
joined, and began, once more, vividly to recall 
every slight<‘st detail of the coui'se of play. He 
vividly imagined how he had begun to win back his 
money, how he withdrew a nine and placed the 
king of spades over two thousand rubles. A queen 
was dealt to the right, an ace to the left, then the 
king of diamonds to the right and all was lost; but 
if, say, a six had been tlealt to the right and the king 
of diamonds to the left, he would have won cveiy- 
thing back, would have played once more double 
or quits, would have won fifteen thousand rubles, 
and would then h..ive bought himself an ambler 
from his regmient.d commander and another pair 
of hotses besiiles, and a ph,ieton. Well, and what 
then ? — Well it woultl have been a splendid, splendid 
thing ! 

And he lay down on the sofa again and began 
chewing the horse-hair. 

‘Why are they singing in No. 7?’ thought he. 
‘There must be a spree on at Turbin’s. Shall I go 
in and have a gooil drink?’ 

At this moment the count entered. 

‘Well, old fellow, cleaned out, are you? Eh?’ 
cried he. 

‘I’ll pretend to be asleep,’ thought Ilyfn, ‘or elstf 
I shall have to speak to him, and 1 want to sleep.’ 
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Turbin, however, came up and stroked his head. 
‘Well, my dear friend, cleaned out — lost every- 
thiiii^? Tell me.’ 

llvin gave no answer. 

'I'hc count pulled his arm. 

‘1 have lost. But what i.s that to you?’ muttered 
Ilyin in a sleepy, indifferent, discontented voice, 
without changing his position. 

‘Everything?’ 

‘Well — yes. What of it? Everything. What is it 
to \ou?’ 

‘ Listen. Tell me the truth as to a comrade,’ said 
the count, inclined to tenderness by the influence 
bf the wine he had drunk and continuing to stroke 

[ Ivin’s hair. ‘I have really taken a liking to you. 
ell me the truth. If you have lost Crown money 
’ll get you out of your scrape: it will soon be too 
late. . , . Had you Crown money?’ 

Ilyin jumped up from the .sofa. 

‘\Vell then, if you wish me to tell vou, don’t speak 
to me, because . . . please don’t speak to me. . . . To 
shoot myself is the only thing!’ .said Ilyin, with real 
despair, and his head fell on his hands and he burst 
into tears, though but a moment before he had been 
calmly thinking about amblers. 

'What pretty girlishness! Where’s the man who 
has not done the like? It’s not such a calamity; 
perhaps we can mend it. Wait for me here.’ 

The count left the room. 

‘VVhere is Squire Lukhnov’s room?’ he asked the 
boots. 

I he boots offered to show him the way. In spite 
of the valet’s remark that his master had only just 
returned and was undressing, the count went in. 
Liikhnov was sitting at a table in his dressing- 
gown counting several packets of paper money that 
lay before him. A bottle of Rhine wine, of which 
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he was very fond, stood on the table. After winning 
he permuted himself that pleasure. Liikhnov looked 
o c y and sternly through his spectacles at tlie 
count as though not recognizing him. 

You don’t recognize me, I think?’ said the 
coutit, resolutelv stepping up to the table. 

‘Wh- u recognition, and said: 

What is It you want? 

with you,’ said Turbin, 

sitting down on the sofa. 

‘Now?’ 


‘Y 


(‘S. 


1 i n ^ Count! But now 

1 a ti titi (I tnul tun ^otitg to Ited. Won’t you have 

a K last, ol wtne? It is Ihntous wine.’ 
mu I want to j)lay a little~now.’ 
don t intend to play any more to-nitrlu Per- 
haps some of the other gentlemen will, but I won't 
\ ou must iilease excuse me. Count.’ 

1 hen you won’t ?’ 

retrref^^M rV’ shoulders to express his 
detire. ^ ^ “‘‘‘hdity to comply with the count s 

^^ot on any account?’ 

'Pile same sliiiig. 

pby?’^ ^ P‘‘riiculaily retpicst it Well, will you 

iSilcncc. 

Thl!* y^" pl'iy?’ the count asked again. ‘Mind!’ 
Ihe same silence and a rapid glance over the 

S wlr beginning 

Will you play?’ shouted the count verv loud 
striking the table with his hand so that the bottle 
toppled over and the wine was spilt. ‘Y ou know 

you did not win fairly Wiu you play? I ask 

you for the tliird time.’ ^ ^ 
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‘I said I would not. This is really strani'e, 
Count! And it is not at all proper to come and hold 
a knife to a man’s throat,’ remarked Lukhnov, not 
rai'^ing his eyes. A momentary silence followed 
during which the count’s face grew paler and paler. 
Suddenly a terrible blow on the head stupefied 
Liikhnov. He fell on the sofa trying to seize the 
money and uttered such a jiiercingly despaii ing ery 
as no one could have exjjected from so calm and 
imposing a person. Turbin gathered up what 
money lay on the tal)le, pushed aside the servant 
vlio r.in in to his master’s assistance, and left the 
room with rapid strides. 

‘If you want satisfaction I am at your service! 
I shall be in my room for another half-hour,’ said 
ii«“ count, returning to Liikhnov's door. 

‘I’hief! Robber! I’ll have the law of you . . . 
was all that was audible from the room. 

Ilvln, who had paid no attention to the eonnl’s 
l)roinise to help him, still lay as before on the sf)la in 
his room choking with tears of despair. Conscious- 
ness of what had really happened, which the 
count's caresses and sympathy had evoked from 
behind the strange tangle of feelings, thoughts, and 
memories filling his soul, did not leave him. His 
youth, rich with hope, his honour, the respect of 
society, his dreams of love and friendship — all were 
utterly lost. The source of his tears began to run 
dry, a too passive feeling of hopelessness overcame 
him more and more, and thoughts of suicide, no 
longer arousing revulsion or horror, claimed his 
attention with increasing frequency. Just then the 
count’s firm footsteps were heard. 

In Turbin’s face traces of anger could still be 
<en, his hands shook a little, but his eyes beamed 
With kindly merriment and self-satisfaction. 

‘Here you are, it’s won back!’ he said, throwing 
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several bundles of paper money on the table. ‘See 
if it’s all there and then make haste and come into 
the saloon. I am just leaving,’ he added, as though 
not noticing the joy and gratitude and extreme 
agitation on Ilyin’s face, and whistling a gipsy song 
he left the room. 


VIII 

SAsnK\, with a sash tied round his waist, announced 
that the horses were ready, but insisted that the 
count’s cloak, which, he said, with its fur collar was 
wortli three hundred rubles, should be recovered, 
and the sliabl>y blue one returned to the rascal who 
had changed it for the count’s at the Marsh trs; 
but Tiifbiti told him there was no need to lof)k for 
the cloak, and went to his room to cliangc his 
clothes. 

rite cavalryman kept hiccoughing as he sat silent 
beside his gipsy girl. The CIa]>tain of Police called 
f<jr vodka, and invited everyone to come at once 
and have breakfast with him, promising that his 
wife would certainly dance with the gipsies. The 
handsome young man was profoundly e.xplaining to 
Ilyushka that there is more souHnlncss in piano- 
forte music, and that it is not possible to play bemols 
on a guitar. 'I'he ollicial sat in a corner sadly drink- 
ing his tea, and in the dayliglit seemed ashamed of 
his debauchery. The gipsies were disputing among 
themselves in their own tongue as to ‘hailing the 
guests’ again, which Steshka opposed, saying that 
the harordy (in gipsy language count or prince or, 
more literally, ‘great gentleman’) would be angry. 
In general the last embers of the debauch were 
dying down in everyone. 

‘VVell, one farewell song, and then off home!’ said 
the count, entering the parlour in travelling dress, 
fresh, merry, and handsomer than ever. 
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The gipsies again formed their circle and were 
just leady to begin when Ilyln^entered with a 
packet of paper money in his hatid and took the 
count aside. 

'I only had fifteen thousand rubles of Crown 
money and you have given me sixteen thousand 
three hundred,’ he said, ‘so this is yours.’ 

‘I'hat’s a good thing. Give it here!’ 

llun gave him the money and, looking timidly at 
the ( ount, opened his lips to say something, but only 
blushed till tears came into his eyes and seizing the 
count's hand began to press it. 

‘You be off! . . . Ilyushka! Listen! Here’s some 
money for you, but you must accomjiany me out of 
the town with songs!' and he tliiew onto the guitar 
tlic thirteen hundred rubles llyfn h.ul brought him. 
hut the count quite forgot to repay the hundred 
mbles he had borrowed of the cavalryman the day 
bclbic. 

It was already ten o’clock in the morning 1'he 
sun had risen above the roofs of the houses. Pe(i|ile 
were moving about in the streets. The tradesmen 
had long since opened their shops. Noblemen and 
othcials w'ere driving through the streets and ladic’s 
were shopping in the bazaar, when the whole gip.sy 
band, with the Captain of Police, the cavalr)'man, 
tile handsome young man, Ilyin, and the countin the 
blue bearskin cloak, came out into the hotel porch. 

It was a sunny day and a thaw had set in. The 
large post-slcdgcs, each diawn by three horses v%ith 
their mils tied up tight, drove up to the porch 
splashing through the mud and the whole lively 
party took their places. The count, llyfn, Steshka, 
and Ilyushka, with Sashka the count s orderly, got 
into the first sledge. Blucher was beside himself, 
^nd wagged his tail, barking at the shaft-horse. 
The other gentlemen got into the two other sledges 
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with the rest of the gipsy men and women. The 
troykas got abreast as they left the hotel and the 
gipsies struck up in chorus. 

The trbykas with their songs and bells — forcing 
every vehicle they met right onto the pavements— 
dashed through the whole town right to the town 
gates. 

I’he tradesmen and passers-by who did not know 
them, and especially tliose who did, were not a little 
astonished when they .saw the noblemen driving 
through the streets in broad daylight with gips\ 
girls and tipsy gipsy men, singing. 

When thev had passed the town gates the troykas 
stopped and everyone began bidding the count 
farewell. 

Ilyin, who had drunk a good deal at the leave- 
taking and had himself been driving the sledge all 
the way, suddenly became very sad, begged the 
count to stay another day, and w'hcn he found that 
this was not possible, ruslu'd quite unexpectedly at 
his new I'riend, kis.sed him and promised with tears 
to try to e-xchange into the hussar regiment the 
count was serving in as soon as he got back. The 
count was particularly gay; he tumbled the cavalry- 
man, who had become very familiar in the morn- 
ing, into a snowdrift; set Bluchcr at the Captain of 
Police, took Steshka in his arms and wished to carry 
her olf to Moscow, and finally jumped into his 
sledge and made Bliicher, who wanted to stand up 
in the middle, sit down by his side. Sashka jumped 
on the box after ha\ ing again asked the cavalry- 
man to recover the count’s cloak from them, and to 
send it on. The count cried, ‘Go !’, took off his cap, 
waved it over his he.ad, and whistled to the horses 
like a post-boy. The troykas drove off in their 
different directions. 

A monotonous snow-covered plain stretched far 
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in front with a dirty yellowish road winding through 
it. The bright sunshine — playfully sparkling on the 
thawing snow which was coated with a transparent 
crust of ice — was pleasantly warm to one’s face and 
Ixirk. Steam rose thickly from the sweating horses. 
'1 he bell tinkled merrily. A peasant, with a loaded 
sledge that kept gliding to the side of the road, got 
hurriedly out of the way, jerking his rope reins and 
plashing with his wet bast shoes as he ran along 
the thawing road. A fat red-faced peasant woman, 
with a baby wrapped in the bosom of her sheepskin 
cloak, sat in another laden sledge, urging on a thin- 
tailed, jaded white horse with the ends of the reins. 
The count suddenly thought of Anna Tedorovna. 
‘Turn back!’ he shoutecl. 

The driver did not at once understand. 
‘Turnback! Back to town! Betpiick!* 

The troyka passed the tow'ti gates once more, and 
drove briskly up to the wooden porch of Anna 
l edorovna’s house. The count lan c|uickly up the 
Steps, passed through the vestibule tind the drawing- 
room, and having found the widow still asleep, took 
her in his arms, lifted her out of bed, kissed her 
sleepy eyes, and ran quickly back. Anna fedorovna, 
only half awake, licked her lips and asked, ‘What 
has happened?’ The count jumped into his sledge, 
slioutcd to the driver, and with no further delay and 
w ithout even a thought of Liikhnov, or the widow, 
or Steshka, but only of what awaited him in 
Moscow, left the town of K for ever, 

IX 

More than twenty years had gone by. Much water 
had flowed away, many people had died, many been 
'*|x)rn, many had grown up or grown old; still more 
ideas had been bom and had died, much that was 
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old and beautiful and much that was old and bad 
had perished; much that was beautiful and new 
had grown up and still more that was immature, 
monstrous, and new, had come into God’s world. 

Count Fedor l urbin had been killed long ago in 
a duel by some foreigner he had horse-whipped m 
the street. His soti, physically as like him as one 
drop of water to atu)thcr, was a handsome yount; 
man already tweniy-ihree years old and serving in 
the Horse Guards. But morally the young '1 urbiti 
did not in the least resemble his father. There was 
not a shade of the impetuous, passionate and, to 
speak frankly, depraved pr opensities of the past age. 
I’ogether with his intelligence, culture, and the 
gifted irature he had inherited a love of propriety 
and the comforts of life; a practical way of looking 
at ttietr anil allairs, reasonableness and prudence 
were his distinguishing characteristics. The young 
count had got on well in the service and at twenty- 
three was already a lieutenant. At the commence- 
ment of the war he made up his mind that he 
would be more likely to secure promotion if he 
e.\chariged into the active army, and so he erriercd 
an hu.ssar regiment as captain and was soon in 
coinntand of a squadron. 

In May 1848* the S hussar regiment was 

marching to the campaign through the province 

of K , anil the very squadron young Count 

'Furbin commanded had to spend the night in the 
village of Morozovka, Anna Fedorovna’s estate. 

Anna Fedorovna was still livirrg, but was already 
so far from yoirng that she did not even consider 
herself young, which means a good deal for a 

* Tolst6y seems here to antedate Russia's inter\xntion in the 
Flungartan insurrection. The Russian army did not enter 
Hungary till May 1849 and the war lasted till the end 01 
Septem^r that year. 
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woman. She had grown very fat, which is said 
'to make a woman look younger, but deep soft 
wrinkles wereapparent on her white plumpness. She 
ne\er went to town now, it was an efl'ort for her 
even to get into her carriage, but she was still just 
as kind-hearted and as silly as ever (now that her 
beauty no longer biases one, the truth may be told). 
With her lived her twenty-three year old daughter 
l.ivi, a Russian country belle, and her brother— 
oiir acquaintance the cavalryman-- who had good- 
naturedly squandered the whole of his small Ibr- 
tune and had found a home for his oUl age with 
Anna Fedorovna. His hair was c|uitc grey .ind his 
iil>l)er lip had fallen in, but the moustache above it 
^^as still carefully blackened. His b.iek w’as bent, 
and not only his forehead and clieeks but even his 
nose and neck were wrinkled, yet in the mo\ements 
of his feeble crooked legs the manner of a ca\.ihy- 
nian was still perceptible. 

1 he family and household sat iii the small draw- 
ing-room of the old house, with an open door leail- 
mg out onto the verandah, and open wintlows 
overlooking the ancient star-shaped garden with its 
lime trees. Grey-haired Anna Fedorovna, we.iimg 
a lilac jacket, sat on the sofa laying out cards on a 
round mahogany table. Her old brother in his clean 
white trousers and a blue coat had settled himself 
by the window and was plaiting a cord out of white 
cotton with the aid of a wooden fork — a pastime 
his niece had taught him and which he liked very 
much, as he could no longer do anything and 
his eyes were too weak for newspaper reading, 
his favourite occupation. Plmochka, Anna Fedo- 
rovna’s ward, sat by him learning a lesson — Lisa 
helping her and at the same time making a goat’s- 
'i^ool stocking for her uncle with wooden knitting 
needles. The last rays of the setting sun, as usual at 
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that hour, shone through the lime-tree avenue and 
threw slanting gleams on the farthest window and 
the what-not standing near it. It was so quiet in the 
garden and the room that one could hear the swift 
flutter of a swallow’s wings outside the window, 
and Anna Fedorovna’s soft sigh or the old man’s 
slight groan as he crossed his legs. 

‘How do they go? Show me, Lisa! I always for- 
get,’ said Anna Fedorovna, at a standstill in layiiv,' 
out her cards for patience. 

Without stopping her work Lisa went to her 
mother and glanced at the cards: 

‘Ah, you’ve muddled them all, mamma dear!’ 
she said, rearranging them. ‘That’s the way they 
should go. And what you are trying your fortune 
about w’ill still come true,’ she added, withdrawing 
a card so that it was not noticed. 

‘Ah yes, you always deceive me and say it has 
come out.’ 

‘No really, it means . . . you’ll succeed. It has 
come out.’ 

‘All right, all right, you sly puss! But isn’t it time 
we h.ad tea?’ 

‘I have ordered the samovar to be lit. I’ll see to it 
at once. Do you want to have it here? ... Be quick 
and finish your lcs.son, Pfmochka, and let’s have a 
run.’ 

And Lisa went to the door. 

‘Lis.i, Lizzie!’ said her uncle, looking intently at 
his fork. ‘I think I've dropped a stitch again — pick 
it up for me, there’s a dear.* 

‘Directly, directly ! But I must give out a loaf of 
sugar to be broken up.’ 

And really, three minutes later she ran back, 
went to her uncle and pinched his ear. 

‘That’s for dropping your stitches!’ she saia 
laughing, ‘and you haven’t done your task!’ 
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‘Well, well, never mind, never mind. Put it 
‘ right— there’s a little knot or something.’ 

Lisa took the fork, drew a pin out of her tippet — 
which thereupon the breeze coming in at the door 
blew slightly open — and managing somehow to 
pick up the stitch with the pin, pulled two loops 
through, and returned the fork to her uncle. 

‘Now give me a kiss for it,’ she said, holding out 
her rosy cheek to him and pinning up her tippet. 
‘You shall have rum with your tea to-day. It’s 
Friilay, you know.’ 

.'\nd she again went into the tea-room. 

‘Clomc here and look, uncle, the hussars are 
coming!’ she called from there in her clear voice. 

Anna Fedorovna came with her brother into the 
tea-room, the w'indows of which overlooked the 
village, to see the hussars. Very little was visible 
from the windows — only a crowd moving in a cloud 
of dust. 

‘It’s a pity we have so little room, sister, and that 
the wing is not yet finished,’ said the old man to 
Anna Fedorovna. ‘We might have invited the 
officers. Hussar officers are such splendid, gay 
young fellows, you know. It would have been good 
to see something of them.’ 

‘Why of course, I should have been only too glad, 
brother; but you know yourself wc have no room. 
There’s my bedroom, Lisa’s room, the drawing- 
room, and this room of yours, and that’s all. Really 
now, where could we put them? The village elder’s 
hut has been cleaned up for them: Michael Matveev 
says it’s quite clean now.’ 

‘And we could have chosen a bridegroom for you 
from among them, Lizzie — a fine hussar!* 

‘I don’t want an hussar; I’d rather have an 
\ihlan. Weren’t you in the uhlans, uncle? ... I 
don’t want to have anything to do with these 



u6 TWO HUSSARS 

hussars. They are all said to be desperate fellows.’ 
And Lisa blushed a little but again laughed her‘ 
musical laugh. 

‘Here comes Ustyushka running; we must ask her 
what she has S(‘cn,’ she added. 

Anna Fedorovna told her to call Ustyushka. 

‘It’s not in you to keep to your work, you must 
needs run off to see the soldiers,’ said Anna Fedo- 
rovna. ‘Well, where have the ollicers put up?’ 

In Lrdinkin s house, mistress. T heic arc two of 
them, such handsome ones. One’s a count, thev 
say '• ’ ' 

‘And what’s his name?’ 

Kaziirov or I urbfnov. . . . I’m sorry — I’ve for- 
gotten.’ 


‘What a fool; can’t so much as t(‘ll us anything. 
You might at least have found out the name ’ 

‘Well, I’ll run back.’ 

‘\es, I know you’re first-rate at that sort of thing. 
* i ' D.itiiel go. Tell him to go and ask 

whctlici the oliicers wuiit uiiythincj', brother. One 
ought to show them some politeness after all. Sav 
the inistn^ss sent to inquire.’ 

1 he^ old people ag.iin sat down in the tea-room 
and Lisa went to the serv'ants’ room to put into a 
box the sugar that had been broken up. Ustviishka 
was there telling about the hussars. 

. Harling miss, what a handsome man that count 
IS. she said. ‘A regular cherubim with black eye- 
biows. Ihere now, if you had a bridegroom like 
that you would be a couple of the right sort.’ 

1 he other maids smiled approvingly; the old 
nurse sighed as she sat knitting at a window and 
even whispered a prayer, drawing in her breath. 

^ So you liked the hussars very much?’ said Lisa, 
^nd you’re a good one at telling what you’ve seen.' 
Go, please, and bring some of the cranberry juice, 



TWO HUSSARS 117 

CJstyiishka, to give the hussars something sour to 
drink.’ 

And Lisa, laughing, w'ent out with the sugar 
basin in her hands. 

i should really like to have seen what that hussar 
is like,’ she thought, ‘brown or fair? .And he would 
have been glad to make our acquaintance I should 
think. , . . And if he goes away he’ll never know 
that I was here and thought about him. And how 
many such have already passed me by? Who sees 
me here except uncle and Ustyushka? Whichever 
wav I do my hair, whatever sleeves I put on, no one 
looks at me with pleasure,’ she thought with a sigh 
as she looked at her plump white arm. ‘I suppose 
he is tall, with large eyes, and certainly small black 
moustaches. . . . Here am I, more than twenty-two, 
and no one has fallen in love with me cxci'pt pock- 
marked Ivan Ipatich, and four years ago I was even 
prettier. . . . And so my giiihood has passed without 
ghuhlening anyone. Oh, poor, j)oor country lass 
that I am !’ 

ll<‘r mother’s voice, calling her to pour out tea, 
roused the country lassfioin this memientary njedi- 
Uition. She lifted her head wdth a start and went 
into the tea-room. 

The best results are often obtained accidentally, 
and the more one tries the worse things turn out. 
In the country, people rarely try to educate their 
children and therefore unwittingly usually give 
them an excellent education. 'This was particularly 
so in Lisa’s case. Anna Fedorovna, with her limited 
intellect and careless temperament, gave Lisa no 
education — did not teach her music or that very 
useful French language — but having accidentally 
^rnc a healthy pretty child by her deceased 
husband she gave her little daughter over to a wet- 
nurse and a dr\'-nurse, fed her, dressed her in 
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cotton prints and goat-skin shoes, sent her out^ 
to walk and gather mushrooms and wild berries, 
engaged a student from the seminary to teach her 
reading, writing, and arithmetic, and when sixteen 
years had passed she casually found in Lisa a friend, 
an ever-kind-hearted, ever-cheerful soul, and an 
active housekeeper. Anna Fedorovna, being kind- 
hearted, always had some children to bring up— 
either serf children or foundlings. Lisa began look- 
ing after them when she was ten years old: teaching 
them, dressing them, taking them to church, and 
checking tliem when they played too many pranks. 
Later on the decrepit kindly uncle, who had to be 
tended like a child, appeared on the scene. Then 
the servants and peasants came to the young lady 
with various requests and with their ailments, which 
latter she treated with elderberry, peppermint, and 
camphorated spirits. Then there was the house- 
hold management which all fell on her shoulders of 
itself, 'rhen an unsatisfied longing for love awoke 
and found its outlet only in Nature and religion. 
And Lisa accidentally grew into an active, good- 
natureil, cheerful, self-reliant, pure, and deeply 
religious woman. It is true that she suflered a little 
from vanity when she saw neighbours standing by 
her in church wearing fashionable bonnets brought 

from K. , and sometimes she was vexed to tears 

by her old mother’s whims and grumbling. She had 
dreams of love, too, in most absurd and sometimes 
crude forms, but the.se were dispersed by her useful 
activity which had grown into a necessity, and at 
the age of twenty-two there was not one spot or 
sting of remorse in the clear calm soul of the phy- 
sically and morally beautifully developed maiden. 
Lisa was of medium height, plump rather than 
thin, her eyes were hazel, not large, and had slight 
shadows on the lower lids, and she had a long 
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ight-brown plait of hair. She walked with big steps 
iiul with a slight sway — a ‘duck’s waildlc’ as the 
aving is. Her face, when she was occupied and not 
igiiated by anything in particular, seemed to say to 
weryone who looked into it: ‘It is a joy to live in the 
A'oild when one has someone to love and a clear 
:oiiscience.’ Even in moments of vexation, per- 
jlcxity, alarm, or sorrow, in spile of herself there 
Uiitiie —through the tear in her eye*, her liown- 
ing left eyebrow and her compressed lips — a kind 
itiaightforward spirit unsf)oill by the intellect; it 
ilioiic in the dimples of her cheeks, in tlic corners of 
'll I mouth, and in her beaming eyes accustomed to 
)i’iile and to rejoice in life. 


X 

liiF. air was still hot though the sun w'as setting 
rlien the squadron entered Moro/.ovka. In IVonl 
'1 them along the dusty village street trotted a 
>i iiulled cow separated from its h<-rd, looking round 
aid now and then stopping and lowing, but never 
uspecting that all she had to dti was to turn aside. 
[ lie peasants— old men, women, and children, and 
he servants from the manor-house, crowded on both 
ides of the street and eagerly watched the liussars 
is the latter rode through a thi( k cloud of dust, 
urbing their horses which occasionally stamped 
intl snorted. On the right of the squadron were two 
'llucrs who sat their fine black horses carelessly. 
)ne was Count 'I'urbin, the commander, the other 
. very young man recently promoted from cadet, 
k'hose name was Polozov. 

An hussar in a white linen jacket came out of the 
•cst of the huts, raised his cap, and went up to the 
fficers. 

‘Where are the quarters assigned us?’ 
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‘For your Excellency?’ answered the quarter- 
master-sergeant, with a start of his whole body, 
‘The village elder’s hut has been cleaned out. 
I wanted to get quarters at the manor-house, but 
they say there is no room there. The proprietress ii 
such a vixen.’ 

‘All right!’ said the count, di.smounting and 
stretching his legs as he reached the village eldcr’5 
hut. ‘And has my phaeton arrived?’ 

‘It has deigned to arrive, your Excellency!’ an- 
swered the quartermaster-.sergeant, pointing witli 
his caj) to the leather body of a carriage visibh 
through the gateway, and rushing forward to thf 
entrance of the hut, which was thronged with 
members of the peasant family collected to look at 
the officer. He even pushe<l one old woman over as 
he briskly opened the door of the freshly cleaned hut 
and stepped aside to let the count pass. 

I'he hut was fairly large and roomy but not very 
clean, d’he ( hu inan valet, dressed like a gentleman, 
stood inside sorting the linen in a portmanteau 
after having set up an iron bedstead and made the 
b<‘d. 

‘Faugh, what filthy lodgings!’ said the count with 
ve.xation. *( iouldn’t you have found anything better 
at some gentleman’s house, Dyadenko?’ 

‘If your Excellency desires it I will try at 
the manor-house,’ answered the quarter-master- 
sergeant, ‘but it isn’t up to much — doesn’t look 
much better than a hut.’ 

‘Ncv'cr mind now. Go away.* 

And the count lay down on the bed and threw 
his arms behind his head. 

‘Johann !’ he called to his valet. ‘You’ve made a 
lump in the middle again! How is it you can’t 
make a bed properly?’ 

Johann came up to put it right. 
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*No, never mind now. But where is my drcssing- 
"'gown?’ said the count in a dissatisfied tone. 

The valet handed him the dressing-gown. Before 
putting it on the count e.xamined the front. 

i thought so, that spot is not cleaned off. C'ould 
anvone be a worse servant than you?’ he added, 
pulling the dressing-gown out of the valet’s hands 
and putting it on. ‘Tell me, do you do it on pur- 
pose? ... Is the tea ready?’ 

‘I have not had time,’ said Johann. 

‘Fool!’ 

After that the count took tip the French novel 
pl.iccd ready for him and read for some time in 
silence: Johann went out into the passage to prepare 
tlie samovar. The count was obviously in a bad 
temper, probably caused by fatigue, a dusty face, 
light clothing, and an emiity stomach. 

‘Johann!’ he cried again, ‘bring me the account 
for those ten rubles. VVliat did you buy in the town?’ 

He looked over the account handed him, and 
made some dissatisfied remarks about the dearness 
of the things purchased, 

‘Si r\e rum with my tea.’ 

‘1 tlidn’t buy any rum,’ said Johann. 

‘That’s good! . . . Flow many times have I told 
you to have rum?’ 

‘I hadn’t enough money.’ 

‘Ihen why didn’t Polozov buy some? You 
should have got some from his man.’ 

‘Cornet Polozov? I don’t know. He bought the 
tea and the sugar.’ 

‘Idiot! . . . Get out! . . . You are the only man 
who knows how to make me lose my patience. . . . 
You know that on a march I always have rum with 
piy tea.’ 

^ ‘Here arc two letters for you from the staff,’ said 
the valet. 
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The count opened his letters and began reading 
them without rising. The cornet, having quartered 
the squadron, came in with a merry face. 

‘Well, how is it, Turbin? It seems very nice here. 
But I must confess I’m tired. It was hot.’ 

‘Very nice! ... A filthy stinking hut, and thanks 
to your lordship no rum; your blockhead didn’t buy 
any, nor did this one. You might at least have 
mentioned it.’ 

And lie continued to read his letter. When he had 
finished he rolletl it into a ball and threw it on the 
floor. 

In the passage the cornet W’as meanwhile saying 
to his orderly in a whisper; ‘Why didn’t \ou buy 
any rum? ^ ou had money enough, you know.’ 

‘But why should we buy cvei ything? As it is I pay 
for everything, while his GtTinan does nothing but 
smoke his pipe.’ 

It was evident that the count’s second letter was 
not unpleasant, for he smih'd as he read it. 

‘Who is it Irom;” asked Fdlozov, returning to the 
room and bt'ginning to arrange a sleeping-place for 
himself on some bo.uds by the oven. 

‘from Mina,’ answcied the count gaily, handing 
him the letter. ‘Do you want to see it? What a 
delightful woman she is! . . . Really she’s much 
better than our young ladies. . . . Just see how 
much feeling and wit there is in that letter. Only 
one thing is bad -she's asking for money.’ 

‘Yes, that’s bad,’ saitl the cornet. 

‘It’s true I promised her some, but then this 
campaign came on, and besides. . . . However if 
I remain in command of the squadron another 
three months I’ll send her some. It’s worth it, 
really; such a charming creature, eh?’ said he, 
watching the expiession on Polozov’s face as he read 
the letu r. 



TWO HUSSARS 123 

‘Dreadfully ungrammatical, but very nice, and it 
icems as if she really loves you,’ said the cornet. 

‘H’m ... I should think so! It’s only women of 
that kind who love sincerely when once they do 
love.’ 

‘And who was the other letter from?’ asked the 
cornet, handing back the one he had read. 

‘Oh, that . . . there’s a man, a nasty beast who 
won horn me at cards, and he’s reminding m(^ of it 
t for the third time. ... I can’t let him have it at 
present. ... A stupid letter!’ said the count, 
cNidently vexed at the recollection. 

After this both oflicers were silent for a while. 
The cornet, who was evidently under the count’s 
inlluencc, glanced now and then at the handsome 
though clouded countenance of 'Turbin — who was 
hjoking fixedly through the window — and drank his 
tea in silence, not venturing to start a conversa- 
tion. 

‘But d’you know, it may turn out capitally,’ said 
the count, suddenly turning to Polozov with a shake 
of his head. ‘Supposing we get promotions by 
seniority this year, and take p.art in an action besides, 
1 may get ahead of my own t aptains in the Guards.’ 

The conversation was still on the same topic and 
they were drinking their second tumblers of tea, 
when old Daniel entered and delivered Anna Fedo- 
rovna’s message, 

‘And I was also to inquire if you are not Count 
Fedor Ivanych Turbin’s son?’ added Daniel on his 
own account, having learnt the count’s name and 
remembering the deceased count’s sojourn in the 

town of K . ‘Our mistress, Anna Fedorovna, 

was very well acquainted with him.’ 

‘He was my father. And tell your mistress I am 
*>'ery much obliged to her. We want nothing, but 
say we told you to ask whether we could not have 
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a cleaner room somewhere— in the manor-house, or 
anywhere.’ 

‘Now, why did you do that?’ asked Pdlozov when 
Daniel had gone. ‘What docs it matter? Just lor 
one night— what does it matter? And they will be 
inconveniencing themselves.’ 

‘What an idea! I think we’ve had our share of 
smoky huts! . , . It’s easy to see you’re not a 
practical man. Why not sei/e the opportunity 
when we can, and live like human beings for at 
least one night? And on the contrary they will be 
veiy pleased to have us. . . . Tlu* worst ofit is, if this 
lady really knew my father . . .’ continued the ccamt 
with a smile which displayed his glistening white 
teeth. I always have to i'cel ashamed of my dc- 
pat t( ( papa. 1 here is always .some .scandalous story 
or other, or some delit h<‘ has left. I’hat is why I hate 
meeting these acquaintaiu es of my father’s. How- 
ever that was the way in those days,’ he added, 
growing serious. 

Did I ever tell you,’ .said Pc'ilo/.ov, ‘I once met 
an uhlan brigade-commander, Ilyin ? He was very 
an.xious to meet you. He i;, awfully fond of your 


I hat Ilyin is an awful good-for-nothing, I be- 
K\e. lit the WOT St of it is that these good people, 
who assure me that they knew my ihther in order to 
make my acquaintance, w hile pretending to be very 
p ea.sant, relate .such tah's about my father as make 
me a.shamed to listen. It is true— I don’t deceive 
m\sel|, but look at things dispassionately — that he 
lad too ardent a natuie and sometimes did things 
that ^vere not nice. However that was the way m 
those tunes. In our days he might have turned out 
a very succes.sful man, for to do him justice he h?d 
extraordinary capacities.’ 

A quarter of an hour later the servant came back 
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with a request from the proprietress that they would 
be so good as to s[}end the night at her house. 

XI 

Having heard that the hussar ofliccr was tlie son of 
Count Fedor Turbin, Anna Fedorovna was all in a 
flutter. 

‘Oh, dear me! The darling hoy! . . . Daniel, run 
quickly and say your mistiess asks them to her 
house!’ she began, jumping up and hurrying with 
quick steps to the servants’ room. ‘Lizzie! Ust- 
yu.shka! . . . Your room must be got ready, Lisa, 
you can move into your uncle's room. And you, 
biother, you won’t mind sleeping in the drawing- 
room, will you? It’s only for one night.’ 

‘I don’t mind, sister. I can sleep on the floor.’ 

‘He must be handsome if he’s like his lather. Only 
to have a look at him, the darling. . . . You must 
have a good look at him, Lisa! Ihe father was 
handsome. . . . Where are you taking that talde to? 
Leave it here,’ said Anna Fedorovna, bustlingabout. 
'Bring two beds — take one from the foreman's and 
get the crystal candlestick, the one my brolluT gave 
me on my birthday — it’s on the what-not — and j)ut 
a stearinc candle in it.’ 

At last everything was ready. In spite of her 
mother’s interference Lisa arranged the room lor 
the tw'o officers her own way. .She took out clean 
bcd-clothes scented with mignonette, made the 
beds, had candles and a bottle of water placed on a 
snnall tal)le near by, fumigated the servants’ room 
with scented paper, and moved her own little bed 
into her uncle’s room. Anna Fedorovna quieted 
dow’n a little, settled in her own place, and even 
took up the cards again, but instead of laying them 
out she leaned her plump elbow on the table and 
grew thoughtful. 
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‘Ah, time, time, how it flies !’ she whispered t(v 
herself. ‘Is it so long ago? It is as if I could see hinil 
now. Ah, he was a madcap! . . and tears came 
into her eyes. ‘And now there’s Lizzie . . . but still, 
she’s not what I was at her age — she’s a nice girl 
but she’s not like that . . .’ 

‘Lisa, you should put on your mousseline-de-laine 
dress for the evening.’ 

‘Why, mother, you are not going to ask them in to 
see us? better not,’ said Lisa, unable to master her 
excitement at the thought of meeting the oflicers; 
‘better not, mammal’ 

And really her desire to see them was less strong 
than her fear of the agitating joy she imagined 
awaited her. 

‘Maybe they themselves will wish to make our 
acquaintance, Liz/iei’ said Anna Fedorovna, 
stroking her head and thinking: ‘No, her hair is not 
what mine was at her age. . . . Oh, Lizzie, how I 
sliould like you to. . . .’ And she really did very 
earnestly desire .something for her daughter, but 
she could not imagine a marriage with the count, 
and she could not desire for her daughter relations 
such as she had had with the father; but still she did 
desire something very much. She may have longed 
to relive in the soul of her daughter what she had 
experienced with him who was dead. 

The old cavalryman was also somewhat excited 
by the arrival of the count. He locked himself into 
his room and emerged a quarter of an hour later in 
a Hungarian jacket and palc-blue trousers, and 
entered the room prepared for the visitors with the 
bashfully pleased expression of a girl who puts on a 
ball-dress for the first time in her life. 

‘I’ll have a look at the hussars of to-day, sister i 
The late count was indeed a true hussar. I’ll sec 
I’U seel’ 
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The officers had already reached the room 
assigned to them through the back entrance. 

‘There, you see! Isn’t this better than that hut 
with the cockroaches?’ said the count, lying clown 
as lie was, in his dusty boots, on the bed that had 
be(‘n prepared for him. 

‘Of course it’s better; but still, to be indebted to 
the proprietress . . .’ 

‘(3h, what nonsense ! One must be practical in all 
things. They’re awfully pleased, Tin sure . . . Kh, 
you there!’ he cried. ‘Ask for something to hang 
o\tT this window, or it will be draughty in the 
lU'jht.’ 

.Vt this moment the old man came in to make the 
oflicers’ acquaintance. Of course, though he did it 
Miih a slight blush, he did not omit to say that he 
and the old count had been comrades, that he had 
enjoyed the count’s favour, and he even added th.it 
ke had more than once bt'en under obligations 
to the deceased. What obligations he referred to, 
wliethcr it was the count's omission to repay the 
luindred rubles he had borrowed, or his throwing 
him into a snow-heap, or swearing at him, the old 
man quite omitted to explain. 'I'he young count 
was very polite to the old cavalr>'man and thanked 
him for the night’s lodging. 

‘You must excuse us if it is not Iuxuriou.s, Count,’ 
(he very nearly said ‘your Kxcellency’, so un- 
accustomed had he become to conversing with im- 
portant persons), ‘my sister’s house is so small. But 
we'll hang something up there directly and it will 
be all right,’ added the old man, and on the plea of 
seeing about a curtain, but mainly because he was 
i,n a hurry to give an account of the officers, he 
"bowed and left the room. 

' The pretty Ustjnishka came in with her mistress’s 
shawl to cover the window, and besides, the mistres.s 
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had told her to ask if tlie gentlemen would not like 
some tea. 

The pleasant surroundings seemed to have a good 
influence on the count’s spirits. He smiled merrily, 
joked with Ustyiishka in such a way that she even 
called him a scamp, asked whether her young lady 
was pretty, and in answer to her question whether 
they would have any tea he said she might bring 
them some tea, but the chief thing was that, their 
own supper not being ready yet, perhaps they 
might have some vodka and something to eat, and 
some sherry if there was any. 

The uncle was in raptures over the young count's 
politeness, and praised the new generation of 
olheers to the skies, saying that the present men 
were incomparably superior to the former genera- 
tion. 

Anna Fedorovna did not agree — no one could be 
superior to C-ount Fedor Ivanych Turbin — and at 
last she grew seriously angry and drily remarked, 
‘'I’hc one who has last stroked you, brother, is 
always the best .... Of course people are cleverer 
nowadays, but Count Fedor Ivanych danced the 
^cossaise in such a way and was so amiable that 
everybody lost their heads about him, though he 
paid attention to no one but me. So you see, there 
were good people in the old days too.’ 

Here came the news of the demand for vodka, 
light refreshments, and sherry. 

‘There now, brother, you never do the right 
thing; you should have ordered supper,’ began 
Anna Fedorovna. ‘Lisa, see to it, dear!’ 

Lisa ran to the larder to get some pickled mush- 
rooms and fresh butter, and the cook was ordered 
to make rissoles. 

‘But how about sherry? Have you any leftj 
brother?’ 
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‘No, sister, I never had any.’ 

‘How’s that? Why, what is it you take with your 

vca?’ 

‘That’s rum, Anna Fedorovna.’ 

‘Isn’t it all the same? Give them some of that — 
it’s all the same. But wouldn’t it after all be best to 
ask them in here, brother? You know all about it — 
I don't think they would take olTencc.’ 

'I’he cavalryman declared he would warrant that 
the count was too good-natured to refuse and that 
he would certainly fetch them. Anna Fedorovna 
went and put on a silk dress and a new cap for some 
reason, but Lisa was so busy that she had no time 
to change her pink gingham dress with the wide 
sleeves. Besides, she was terriljly excited; she felt as 
if something wonderful was awaiting her and as if 
a low black cloud hung over her soul. It seemed 
to her that this handsome hussar count must be 
a perfectly new, incomprehensible, but beautiful 
being. His character, his habits, his speec h, must 
all be so unusual, so difi'erent from anything slie had 
ever met. All he thinks or says must be wise and 
right, all he docs must be honourable, his whole 
appearance must be beautiful. She never doubted 
that. Had he asked not merely for refreshments and 
sherry, but for a bath of sage-brandy and perfume, 
she w'ould not have been surprised and would not 
have blamed him, but would have been firmly con- 
vinced that it was right and necessary. 

'I'hc count at once agreed when the cavalryman 
informed them of his sister’s wish. He brushed his 
hair, put on his uniform, and took his cigar-case. 

‘Come along,’ he said to Polozov. 

> ‘Really it would be better not to go,’ answered 
the cornet, ‘//j feront des frais pour nous recevoir'' 

V ‘Nonsense, they will be only too happy ! Besides, 

* They will be putting themselves to expense on our account. 

4J0 = 
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I have made some inquiries: there is a pretty 
daughter. . . . Come along!’ said the count, speak- 
ing in French. 

'‘Je vans en prie, messieurs!'^ said the cavalryman, 
merely to make the ollicers feel that he also knew 
Fiench and had undei stood what they had said. 

XII 

Lisa, afraid to look at the officers, blushed and cast 
down her eyes and pretended to be busy filling the 
teapot when they entered the room. Anna Fedo- 
rovna on the contrary jumped up hurriedly, bowed, 
and not taking her eyes off the count, began talking 
to him — now saying how unusually like his father 
he was, now introducing her daughter to him, now 
offering him tea. Jam, or home-made sweetmeats. 
No one paid any attention to the cornet because of 
his modest appearance, and he was very glad of 
it, for he was, as far as propriety allowed, gazing 
at Lisa and minutely examining her beauty which 
evidently took him by surprise. The uncle, listening 
to his sister’s conversation with the count, awaited, 
with the words ready on his lips, an opportunity to 
narrate his cavalry reminiscences. During tea the 
count lit a cigar and Lisa found it difficult to 
prevent herself from coughing. He was very talka- 
tive and amiable, at first slipping his stories into 
the intervals of Anna Fedorovna’s ever- flowing 
speech, but at last monopolizing the conversation. 
One thing struck his hearers as strange; in his 
stories he often used words not considered improper 
in the society he belonged to, but which here 
sounded rather too bold and somewhat frightened 
Anna Fedorovna and made Lisa blush to her ears; 
but die count did not notice it and remained calmly 
natural and amiable. 

* If you ple.ise, gentlemen. 
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Lisa silently filled the tumblers, which she did not 
give into the visitors’ hands but placed on the table 
near them, not having quite recovered from her 
excitement, and she listened eagerly to the count’s 
remarks. His stories, which were not very deep, 
and the hesitation in his speech gradually calmed 
her. She did not hear from him the very clever 
things she had expected, nor did she .see that 
elegance in everything which she had vaguely ex- 
pected to find in him. At the third glass of tea, 
after her bashful eyes had once met his and he had 
not looked down but had continued to look at her 
too quietly and with a slight smile, she even felt 
rather inimically disposed towards him, and soon 
found that not only was there nothing especial 
about him but that he was in no wise diHercnt from 
other people she had met, that there was no tieed to 
be afraid of him though his nails were long and 
clean, and that there was not even any special 
beauty in him. Lisa smldenly relinquished her 
dream, not without some inward pain, and grew 
calmer, and only the gaze of the taciturn cornet 
which she felt fixed upon her, dis(|uietcd her. 

‘Perhaps it’s not this one, but that one!’ she 
thought. 

XIII 

After tea the old lady asked the visitors into the 
drawing-room and again sat down in her old place. 

‘But wouldn’t you like to rest. Count?’ she asked, 
^^nd after receiving an answer in the negative con- 
tinued: ‘What can I do to entertain our dear guests? 
Do you play cards. Count? There now, brother, 
you should arrange something; arrange a set — ’ 

‘But you yourself play priference,'* answered the 

• In prifirenct partners play together as in whist. 'Fhere is 

«)cthod of scoring ‘with tablet’ which increases the gains and 

* F2 
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Llryman. ‘Why not all play? Will you play, 

:ount? And you too. readiness to do what- 

The officers expressed their readiness 

ver theh kind hmu desired 

Safest 

tTe&rlaT&na FadoUa us«i » 
‘■'"Burperttaps you won’t play for small stak«?’ 

'TZ' any stakes you like-I shall be delighted,' 

"'S'lheZre kopek “assignats”' just for o„« 

i„ ta,„ur ofour dear vWtors! 

an old woman'.’ said Anna l-tdoiovna, sciii 

losw, of the playm. T''' " 'Xnabl^hrnS 

pu'“r'‘d'cUir'!ng^.o*Y.nae^^^^^^^ 

pUyc, ....Id. U,. two laghes. cardt 

sl'ory two ‘iji,™ 

vX'j'otVhHV.was'^^^^^ 38 

were cxchange.\blc for coin ^ pa , as-iignata fc 

assignats were still in general use* 
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down in her arm-chair and arranging her mantilla. 
'"‘And perhaps I’ll win a ruble or so from them,’ 
thought she, having developed a slight passion for 
cards in her old age. 

‘If you like, I’ll teach you to play with “tables” 
and “mwere”,’ said the count. ‘It is capital.’ 

Everyone liked the new Petersburg way. The 
uncle was even sure he knew it; it was just the same 
as ‘boston’ used to be, only he had forgotten it a bit. 
But Anna Fedorovna could not understand it at all, 
and failed to understand it for so long that at last, 
with a smile and a nod of approval, she felt herself 
obliged to assert that now she understood it and 
that all was quite clear to her. I'here was not 
a little laughter during the game when Anna 
Fedorovna, holding ace and king blank, declared 
mtsere, and was left with six tricks. She even l)eeame 
confused and began to smile shyly and hurriedly 
explain that she had not got quite used to the new 
way. But they scored against her all the same, 
especially as the count, being used to playing a 
careful game for high stakes, was cautious, skilfully 
played through his opponents’ hands, and refused 
to understand the shoves the cornet gave him under 
the table with his foot, or the mistakes the latter 
made when they were partners. 

Lisa brought more sweets, three kinds of jam, 
and some specially prepared apples that had been 
kept since last season, and stood behind her 
mother’s back watching the game and occasionally 
Ipoking at the officers and especially at the count’s 
white hands with their rosy well-kept nails, which 
threw the cards and took up the tricks in so 
practised, assured, and elegant a manner, 
f Again Anna Fedorovna, rather irritably out- 
KUaidding the others, declared seven tricks, made only 
and was fined accordingly, and having very 
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points ^'■other’s demand, the 

fluttered. quite confused and> 

•miw'y “ back!’ 

mother out of the ridiS to help her 

“ forfei, and :t:tvrca™f, ‘.U=‘ unck 

. you would onlv h.O^ caught.’ 

Anna I'edorovna, with a '^carl’ said 

■BrnTcin'^.t"’' “""W ho^ .hkt 

menially rikonkg u‘p answered. 

Will lose a lot that mothers losses. ‘You 

”“‘hing left for Pimochka’w"^^a ' There will be 
jest. "^°chka s new dress,’ she added in 

rubles,’’ s!dd the Lrnct h'“k- silver 

'“‘Aren’^weX^'K''''"'" 

reckon in ‘'assignais" ’Taid*iT '’'‘'''""K’ but I can’t 
any l<uiRer°''rema?k<'d’'rhe'u^"r“ n" "'>s»ignats” 

"■beSy r '"T' 

'Vine to be brougbbVrlSTw“'’‘7''‘‘'’® bome-made 
red, and seemed to resiim &*asscs, became very 
lock of her grey hair any fote A 

«nd she did^o, j^en *>" 4 

seemed to her as if she had lost ^°n^t h 

ail up with her. The cornet m « was 

his foot more and more often Th '^‘‘h 

flown the old lady’s losses AM scored 

and m spite of Anna K#irt *he game ended 

to add ’’to he7Toi'trn~ ’T'‘‘‘'"'“Pb-’ “< 

oy pretending to 
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»kcs in adding it up, in spite of her horror at 
imount of her losses, it turned out at last that 
lad lost 920 points. ‘That’s nine “assignats”?* 
asked several times, and did not comprehend 
full extent of her loss until her brother told 
, to her horror, that she had lost more than 
ly-two ‘assignats’ and that she must certainly 

i'hc count did not even add up his winnings, but 

r :‘ immediately the game was over, went over 
the window at which l.isa was arranging the 
pkiishka and turning pickled mushrooms out of ajar 
hto a plate for supper, and there Cjuite quietly and 
Imply did what the cornet had all that evening so 
bilged, but failed, to do — entered into conversation 
pritli her about the weather. 

' Meanwhile the cornet was in a very unpleasant 
tosition. In the absence of the count, and more 
specially of Lisa, who had been keeping lu-r in 
:<jocl humour, Anna Fedorovna became frankly 
ngry. 

‘Really, it’s too bad that we should w'in from you 
like this,’ said Pdlozov in order to say .something. 
‘It is a real shame !’ 

‘Well, of course, if you go and invent some kind of 
^“tables” and and I don’t know how to 

play them. . . . Well then, how much docs it come 
to in “assignats”?’ she asked. 

‘I'hirty-two rubles, thirty-two and a quarter,’ 
repeated the cavalryman who under the influence 
of his success was in a playful mood. ‘Hand over 
tile money, sister; pay up !’ 

‘I’ll pay it all, but you won’t catch me again. 

! . . . I shall not win this back as long as I live.’ 
~ And Anna Fedorovna went off to her room, 
nurriedly swaying from side to side, and came back 
bringing nine ‘assignats’. It was only on the old 
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man’s insistent demand that she eventually paid 

the whole amount. 

P6I0ZOV was seized with fear lest Anna Fedorovna 
should scold him if he spoke to her. He silently and 
quietly left her and joined the count and Lisa who 
were talking at the open window. 

On the table spread for supper stood two tallow 
candles. Now and then the soft fresh breath of the 
May night caused the flames to flicker. Outside the 
window, which opened onto the garden, it was also 
light but it was a quite different light. The moon, 
which was almost full and already losing its golden 
tinge, floated above the tops of the tall lindens and 
more and more lit up the thin white clouds which 
veiled it at intervals. Frogs were croaking loudly by 
the pond, the surface of which, silvered in one place 
by the moon, was visible through the avenue. 
Some little birds fluttered slightly or lightly hopped 
from bough to bough in a sweet-scented lilac-bush 
whose dewy branches occasionally swayed gently 
close to the window. 

‘What wonderful weather!’ the count said as he 
approached Lisa and sat down on the low window- 
sill. ‘I suppose you walk a good deal?’ 

‘Yes,’ said Lisa, not feeling the least shyness in 
speaking with the count. ‘In the morning about 
seven o’clock I look after what has to be attended 
to on the estate and take my mothdk’s ward, 
Pimochka, with me for a walk.’ 

‘It is pleasant to live in the country!’ said the 
count, putting his eye-glass to his eye and looking 
now at the garden now at Lisa. ‘And don’t you 
ever go out at night, by moonlight?’ 

‘No. But two years ago uncle and I used to walk 
every moonlight night. He was troubled with a 
strange complaint — insomnia. When there was a 
full moon he could not fall asleep. Hb little room — 
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that one — looks straight out into the garden, the 
window is low but the moon shines straight into it.’ 

‘That’s strange: I thought that was your room,’ 
said the count. 

‘No, I only sleep there to-night. You have my 
room.’ 

‘Is it possible? Dear me, I shall never forgive 
ni\self for having disturbed you in such a way!’ 
said the count letting the monocle fall from his eye 
in proof of the sincerity of his feelings. ‘If I had 
known that I was troubling you . . .’ 

it’s no trouble! On the contrary I am very 
glad: uncle’s is such a charming room, so bright, 
and the window is so low. I shall sit there till I fall 
asleep, or else I shall climb out into the garden and 

'Jk about a bit before going to bed.’ 

/>Vhat a splendid girl!’ thought the count, re- 
placing his eyeglass and looking at her and trying 
to touch her foot with his own while pretending to 
seat himself more comfortably on the window-sill. 
‘And how cleverly she has let me know that I may 
see her in the garden at the window if I like !’ Lisa 
even lost much of her charm in his eyes — the con- 
quest seemed so easy. 

‘And how delightful it must be,’ he said, looking 
thoughtfully at the dark avenue of trees, ‘to spend 
a night like this in the garden with a beloved one.’ 

Lisa was embarrassed by these words and by the 
repeated, seemingly accidental, touch of his foot. 
Anxious to hide her confusion she said without 
thinking: ‘Yes, it is nice to walk in the moonlight.’ 
She was beginning to feel rather uncomfortable. 
She had tied up the jar out of which she had taken 
the mushrooms, and was going away from the 
window, when the cornet joined them and she felt 

wish to sec what kind of man he was. 

‘What a lovely night!’ he said. 
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‘Why, they talk of nothing but the weather,* 
thought Lisa. 

‘What a wonderful view!’ continued the cornet. 
But I suppose you are tired of it,’ he added, having 
a curious propensity to say rather unpleasant things 
to people he liked very much. 

‘Why do you think so? The same kind of food or 
the same dress one may get tired of, but not of 
a beautiful garden if one is fond of walking — 
especially when the moon is still higher. From 
uncle’s window the whole pond can be Wn. I shall 
look at it to-night.’ 

‘But I don’t think you have any nightingales?’ 
said the count, much dissatisfied that the cornet 
had come and prevented his ascertaining more 
definitely the terms of the rendezvous. 

‘No, but there always were until last year when 
some sportsman caught one, and this year one began 
to sing beautifully only last week but the police- 
officer came here and his carriage-bells frightened 
it away. Two years ago uncle and I used to sit in 
the covered alley and listen to them for two hours 
or more at a time.’ 

‘What is this chatterbox telling you?’ said her 
uncle coming up to them. ‘Won’t you come and 
have something to eat?’ 

After supper, during which the count by praising 
the food and by his appetite had somewhat dis- 
pelled the hostess’s ill humour, the officers said 
good-night and went into their room. The count 
shook hands with the uncle and to Anna Fedo- 
rovna’s surprise shook her hand also without kissing 
it, and even shook Lisa’s looking straight into her 
eyes the while and slightly smiling his pleasant 
smile. I’his look again abashed the girl. 

‘He is very good-looking,’ she thought, ‘but he ' 
thinks too much of himself.’ 
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XIV 

*I SAY, aren’t you ashamed of yourself?’ said Pdlozov 
when they were in their room. ‘I purposely tried 
to lose, and kept touching you under the table. 
Aren’t you ashamed? The old lady was quite upset, 
you know.’ 

The count laughed very heartily. 

‘She was awfully funny, that old lady. . . . How 
olTeiided she was! . . .’ 

And he again began laughing so merrily that even 
Johann, who stood in front of him, cast down his 
eyes and turned away with a slight smile. 

‘And with the son of a friend of the family! 
Ha-ha-ha! . . .’ the count continued to laugh. 

‘No, really it was too bad. I was quite soiry for 
her,’ said the cornet. 

‘What nonsense ! How young you still are ! Why, 
did you wish me to lose? Wliy should one lose? 
I used to lose before I knew how to play! Ten 
rubles may come in useful, my dear fellow. You 
must look at life practically or you’ll always be left 
in the lurch.’ 

Polozov was silenced; besides, he wished to be 
quiet and to think about Lisa who seemed to him 
an unusually pure and beautiful creature. He 
undressed and lay down in the soft clean bed pre- 
pared for him. 

‘What nonsense all this military honour and 
glory is!’ he thought, looking at the window 
curtained by the shawl through which the white 
moonbeams stole in. ‘It would be happiness to live 
in a quiet nook with a dear, wise, simple-hearted 
wife — yes, that is true and lasting happiness!’ 

.* But for some reason he did not communicate 
these reflections to his friend and did not even refer 
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to the country lass, though he was convinced that 

the count too was thinking of her. 

‘Why don’t you undress?’ he asked the counI 
who was walking up and down the room. 

‘I don’t feel sleepy yet, somehow. You can put 
out the candle if you like. I shall lie down as I am.’ 

And he continued to pace up and down. 

‘Don’t feel sleepy yet somehow,’ repeated Polozov, 
who after this last evening felt more dissatisfied than 
ever with the count’s influence over him and was 
inclined to rebel against it. ‘I can imagine,’ he 
thought, addressing himself mentally to Tiirbin, 
‘what is now passing through that well-brushed 
head of yours! I saw how you admired her. But 
you are not capable of understanding such a simple 
honest creature: you want a xMina and a colonel’s 
epaulettes. ... I really must ask him how he liked 
her.’ 

And P6I0ZOV turned towards him — but changed 
his mind. He felt he would not be able to hold his 
own with the count, if the latter’s opinion of Lisa 
were \vhat he su{)po.sed it to be, and that he would 
even be unable to avoid agreeing with him so 
accustomed was he to bow to the count’s influence, 
which he felt more and more every day to be 
oppressive and unjust. 

‘VV here are you going?’ he asked, when the count 
put on his cap and went to the door. 

‘I’m going to sec if things are all right in the 
•tables.’ 

‘Strange!’ thought the cornet, but put out the 
candle and turned over on his other side, trying 
to drive away the absurdly jealous and hostile 
thoughts that crowded into his head concerning his 
former friend. 

Anna Fikiorovna meanwhile, having as usual 
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kissed her brother, daughter, and ward, and made 
the sign of the cross over each of them, had also 
retired to her room. It was long since the old lady 
had experienced so many strong impressions in one 
day and she could not even pray quietly: she could 
not rid herself of the sad and vivid memories of the 
deceased count and of the young dandy who had 
plundered her so unmercifully. However she un- 
dressed as usual, drank half a tumbler ofAt^w' that 
stood ready for her on a little table by her bed, and 
lay down. Her favourite cat crept softly into the 
room. Anna Fedorovna called her up and began to 
stioke her and listened to her purring, but could not 
fall asleep. 

‘It’s the cat that keeps me awake,’ she thought 
and drove her away. 'Fhc cat Icll soltly on the 
floor and gently moving her busliv tail leapt ontf) 
the stove. And now the maid, who always slejtt 
in Anna Fedorovna’s room, came and spread th<‘ 
piece of felt that served her for a mattress, put out 
the candle, and lit the lamj) before the icon. At 
last the maid began to snore, but still sleep would 
not come to soothe Anna Fedorovna’s excited 
imagination. When she closed her eyes the hussar’s 
face appeared to her, and she seemed to see it in the 
room in various guises when she opened her eyes 
and by the dim light of the lamp looked at the chest 
of drawers, the table, or a white dress that was 
hanging up. Now she felt very hot on the leather 
bed, now her watch ticked unbearably on the little 
table, and the maid snored uncndurably through 
her nose. She woke her up and told her not to 
snore. Again thoughts of her daughter, of the old 
count and the young one, and of the preference, 
became curiously mixed in her head. Now she saw 

' Kvas is a non-intoxicating drink luually made from rye- 
malt and rye-flour. 
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‘Little fool, little fool, for twenty years you have 
been trifling, serving someone without knowing 
why, and without knowing what life and happiness 
are!’ As she gazed into the depths of the moonlit, 
motionless garden she thought this more intensely, 
far more intensely, than ever belbre. And what 
caused these thoughts? Not any sudden love for the 
count as one might have supposed. On the contrary 
she did not like him. She could have been interested 
in the cornet more easily, but he was plain, poor 
fellow, and silent. She kept involuntarily forgetting 
him and recalling the image of the count with 
anger and annoyance. ‘No, that's not it,’ she said 
to herself. Her ideal had been so b<‘autilul. It was 
an ideal that could have been hwed on su(‘h a night 
amid this Nature without impairing its beauty an 
id(‘al never abridged to tit it to some coarse rt^ility. 

Formerly, solitude and the absence of anyone 
who might have attract(‘d h<‘r attention had caust'd 
the power of love, which Piovidence has given im- 
partially to each of us, to rest intact and trancjuil in 
her bosom, and now she had lived too long in the 
melancholy happiness of feeling within h<'r the pre- 
sence of this something, xind of now and again 
opening the secret chalice of her heart to cf)nlein- 
plate its riches, to l>c able to hwish its contents 
thoughtlessly on anyone. God grxint she may <*njoy 
to her grave this chary bliss! Who knows whether 
it be not the best and strongest, and whether it is 
not the only true and possible hapi)iness? 

‘O Lord my God,’ she thought, ‘cxin it be that I 
have lost my youth and happiness in vain and that 
it wall never be . . . never be? Can that be true?’ 
And she looked into the depths of the sky lit up by 
the moon and covered by light fleecy clouds that, 
veiling the stars, crept nearer to the moon. ‘If that 
highest white cloudlet touches the moon it will be 
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a sign that it is true,* thought she. The mist-like 
smoky strip ran across the bottom half of the bright 
disk and little by little the light on the grass, on the 
tops of the limes, and on the pond, grew dimmer 
and the black shadows of the trees grew less distinct. 
As if to harmonize with the gloomy shadows that 
spread over the world outside, a light wind ran 
through the leaves and brought to the window the 
odour of dewy leaves, of moist earth, and of 
blooming lilacs. 

‘But it is not true,* she consoled herself. ‘There 
now, if the nightingale sings to-night it will be a 
sign that what I’m thinking is all nonsense, and that 
I need not despair,’ thought she. And she sat a long 
while in silence waiting for something, while again 
all became bright and full of life and again and 
again the cloucllets ran across the moon making 
everything dim. She was beginning to fall asleep as 
she sat by the window, when the quivering trills of 
a nightingale came ringing from below across the 
pond and awoke her. "^rhe country maiden opened 
her eyes. And once more her soul was renewed with 
fresh joy by its mysterious union with Nature which 
spread out so calmly and brightly before her. She 
leant on both arms. A sweet, languid sensation of 
sadness oppressed her heart, and tears of pure wide- 
spreading love, thirsting to be satisfied — good com- 
forting tears — lilled her eyes. She folded her arms 
on die window-sill and laid her head on them. Her 
favourite prayer rose to her mind and she fell asleep 
with her eyes still moist. 

The touch ot someone’s hand aroused her. She 
awoke. But the touch was light and pleasant. The 
hand preyed hers more closely. Suddenly she 
became alive to reality, screamed, jum|>ed up, and 
trying to p>ersuadc herself that she had not re-^ 
cognized the count who was standing under the 
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window bathed in the moonlight, she ran out of the 
room. . . . 

XV 

And it really was the count. When he heard the 
gill’s cry and a husky sound from the watchman 
behind the fence, who had been roused by that cry, 
he rushed headlong across the wet dewy grass into 
the deptlis of the garden feeling like a detected 
thief. ‘Fool that I am!’ he repeated unconsciously, 
‘I frightened her. I ought to have roused her gently 
by speaking to her. Awkward brute that I ami’ He 
stopped and listened: the watchman came into the 
gcuden through the gateway, dragging his stick 
ahuig the sandy path. It was necessary to hide and 
the count went down by the {khuI. The frogs made 
him start as they plumpe d from beneath his feet 
into the water. Though his boots were wet through, 
he squatted down and began to recall all he had 
clone: how' he had climbc'd the fence, looked for her 
window, and at last esj)ied a white shadowg how, 
listening to the faintest rustle, he had several times 
approached the window and gone back again: how 
at one moment he felt sure she was w'ailing, vexed 
at his tardiness, and the next, that it was impossible 
she should so readily have agreed to a rendezvous: 
how at last, persuading himself that it was only the 
bashfulness of a country-bred girl that made her 
pretend to be asleep, he went up resolutely and 
distinctly saw how she sat, but then for some reason 
ran away again and only after severely taunting 
himself for cowardice boldly drew near to her and 
touched her hand. 

The watchman again made a husky sound and 
the gate creaked as he left the garden. The girl’s 
.window was slammed to and a shutter fastened from 
inside. This was very provoking. The count wouW 
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have given a good deal for a chance to begin all 
over again; he would not have acted so stupidly 
now. ... ‘And she is a wonderful girl — so fresh — 
quite charming! And I have let her slip through 
my fingers. . . . Awkward fool that I am !’ He did 
not want to sleep now and went at random, with the 
firm tread of one who has been crossed, along the 
covered lime-tree avenue. 

And here the night brought to him also its peace- 
ful gifts of soothing sadness and the need of love. 
The straight pale lK‘ams of the moon threw spots of 
light through the thick foliage of the limes onto the 
clay path, where a few bladt^s of grass grew', or a 
dead branch lay here and there. The light falling 
on one side of a bent bough made it seem as if 
covered w'ith w'hile moss. 7'he silvered leaves 
whispered now and then. 'Fhcrc were no lights in 
the house and all w'as silent; the voice of the 
nightingale alone seemed to fill the bright, still, 
limitless space. ‘O God, what a night! Wh<at a 
wonderful night !’ thought the count, inhaling the 
fragrant freshness of the garden. ‘Yet I feel a kind 
of regret — as if I were, discontented with myself and 
with others, discontented with life generally. A 
splendid, sweet girl ! IVrhapsshc was really hurt. . . 
Here his dreams became mixed: he imagiiu'd him- 
self in this gcuxlen with the country-bred girl in 
various extraoulinary situations. 'Fhen the role of 
the girl was taken by his beloved Mina. ‘Eh, what 
a fool I was! I ought simply to have caught her 
rouiul the w'aist and kissed her.’ And regretting 
that he had not done so, the count returned to his 
room. 

The cornet was still awake. He at once turned in 
his bed and faced the count. 

‘Not asleep vet?* asked the count, 

‘No.* 
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‘Shall I tell you what has happened?* 

‘Well?* 

‘No, I’d better not, or . . . all right, I’ll tell you — 
draw in your legs.* 

And the count having mentally abandoned the 
intrigue that had miscarried, sat down on his 
comrade’s bed with an animated smile. 

‘Would you believe it, that young lady gave me a 
rendezvous !’ 

‘What are you saying?’ cried Pdlozov, jumping 
out of bed. 

‘No, but listen.’ 

‘But how? When? It’s impossible!* 

‘Why, while you were adding up after we had 
played preference^ she told me she would sit at the 
window in the night and that one could get in 
at the window. There, you sec what it is to be 
practical! While you were calculating with the old 
woman, I arranged that little matter. Why, you 
heard her say in your presence that she would sit by 
the window to-night and look at the j)ond.* 

‘Yes, but she didn’t mean anything of the kind.* 

‘Well, that’s just what I can’t make out: did she 
say it intentionally or not? Maybe she didn’t really 
wish to agree so suddenly, but it looked very like it. 
It turned out horribly. I quite played the fool,’ he 
added, smiling contemptuously at liim.sclf. 

‘What do you mean? Where have you been?’ 

The count, omitting his manifold irresolute 
approaches, related everything as it had happened. 

‘I spoilt it myself: I ought to have been bolder. 
She screamed and ran from the window.* 

‘So she screamed and ran away,* said the cornet, 
smiling uneasily in answer to the count’s smile, 
which for such a long time had had so strong an 
influence over him. 

*Ycs, but it’s time to go to sleep.* 
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The cornet again turned his back to the door and 
lay silent for about ten minutes. Heaven knows 
what went on in his soul, but when he turned again, 
his face bore an expression of suffering and resolve. 
‘Count Turbin!’ he said abruptly. 

‘Are you delirious?’ quietly replied the count. *. . . 
What is it. Cornet Pdlozov?* 

‘Count Turbin, you are a scoundrel!* cried 
P6I0ZOV, and again jumped out of bed. 

XVI 

The squadron left next day. The two ofllcers did 
not see their hosts again and did not bid them fare- 
well. Neither did they speak to one another. They 
intended to fight a duel at the first halting-place. 
But Captain Schulz, a good comrade and splendid 
horseman, beloved by everyone in the regiment and 
chosen by the count to act as his second, managed 
to settle the affair so well that not only did they not 
fight but no one in the regiment knew anything 
about the matter, and Turbin and Polozov, though 
no longer on the old friendly footing, still continued 
to speak in familiar terms to one another and to 
meet at dinners and card-piirties. 
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A LANDLORD’S MORNING 

{Part of an unfinished novel A Russian Landlord, 1852) 

CHAPTER I 

P RINCE NEKHLYUDOV was nineteen years old 
when, at the end of his Third Course at the 
University, he came to his estate for the summer 
vacation and spent the whole summer there by 
himself I'hat autumn, in his unformed boyish 
hand, he wrote the following letter to his aunt. 
Countess Bclorctski, whom he considered to be his 
best friend and the cleverest wom«m in the world. 
It was in French, and ran as follows: 

‘My dear Aunt, 

‘I have made a resolution which will affect my 
destiny for life. I am leaving the univeisity to d(‘votc 
myself to life on my estate, because I feel that I was 
born for it. For heaven’s sake, dear Aunt, don’t 
laugh at me. You will say that I am yf)ung; 
perhaps I really am still a child, but that does not 
prevent me from feeling my vocation— from wishing 
to do good, and from loving goodness. 

‘As I wrote you bcfoie, I found affairs here in 
indescribable disorder. Wishing to put them in 
order and understand them, I discovered that the 
chief evil lies in the very pitiable and impoverished 
condition of the peasants, and that this is an evil 
that can be remedied only by work and patience. 
If you could only sec two of my peasancs, David 
and Ivan, and the way they and their families live, 

I am sure that the mere sight of' those two un- 
fortunates would do more to convince you than 
anything I can say to explain my intention. Is it 
not my sacred and direct duty to care for the welfare 
of these seven hundred men for whom I must l:>e 
responsible to God? Would it not be a sin, for 
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the sake of pleasure or ambition, to abandon them 
to the caprice of harsh elders and stewards? And 
why should I seek other opportunities of being 
useful and doing good, when such a noble, brilliant, 
and immediate duty lies at hand? I feel that I 
am capable of being a good landlord; and to be 
so, as I understand the word, one needs neither 
university diplomas nor oflicial rank, such as you 
desire for me. Dear Aunt, don’t make ambitious 
plans for me; accustom yourself to the thought that 
I have chosen quite a special path, but a good one 
which I feel will yield me happiness. I have 
thought much, very much, about my future duties, 
and liave written down rules of conduct for myself; 
and if God only grants me life and strength, I shall 
succt'cd in my undertaking. 

‘Don’t show my brother Vasya this letter: I am 
afraid of his ridicule. He is accustomed to domineer 
over me and I am accustomed to submit to him. 
Vanya even if he does not approve of iny intentions 
will at least understand them.’ 

The countess answered with the following letter, 
which is here also translated from the French; 

‘Your letter, my dear Dmitri, proved nothing to 
me except that you have an admirable heart, of 
which I was always convinced. But, my dear boy, 
our good qualities do us more harm in life than our 
bad ones. I must not tell you that you are doing a 
foolish thing and that your action grieves me; I will 
try to influence you only by persuasion. Let us 
consider the matter, my dear. You say you feel a 
vocation for country life, that you wash to make 
your serfs happy, and hope to be a good proprietor. 
I must tell you: first, that w'e feel our vocation only 
after we have once mistaken it: secondly, that it 
is easier to make oneself happy than others, and 
thirdly, that to be a good landlord one must be a 
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cold and austere man, which you will scarcely be, 
though you may try to make believe that you 


&rc. 

‘You think your arpfuments irrefutable and even 
accept them as rules for the conduct of life, but at 
mv age, my dear, one does not believe in arguments 
and rules but only in experience; and experience 
tells me that your plans are childish. I am getting 
on for fifty and have known many fine men, but 
: have never heard of a young man of good family 
»and ability burying himself in the country in order 
‘ to do good. You always wished to appear original, 

■ but your originality is really nothing but ex< essive 
‘ self-esteem. Believe me, my dear, it is better to 
I choose the trodden paths. They lead more easuy 
5 to success, and success, even if you don l want tt lor 
yourself, is indispensable to enable you to do the 

good you desire. . • i 1 1 ^ 

; ‘The poverty of some peasants is an unavoidable 
; evil or one which can be remedied without lor- 
petting all your obligations to society, to your 
relations, and to yourself. With your intelligence 
your heart, and your love of goodness, there is no 
career in which you would not obtain success; but 
choose at any rate one worthy of you and which 


will bring you honour. 

‘I believe in your sincerity when you say you are 
free from ambition, but you are deceiving yourse 
At your age and with your capacity ambition is a 
virtue, though it becomes a defect and a vulgarity 
when a man is no longer able to satisfy 
and you will experience this if you dc no c g 


your intention. ^ t 

‘Goodbye, dear Dmitri. It seems to me J 
love you more than ever for your absurf, but noble 
and magnanimous plan. Do as you think , 

I confess that 1 cannot agree with you. 
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Having received this letter the young man con 
sidered it for a long time, and at last, having com( 
to the conclusion that even the cleverest womar 
may make mistakes, sent in his petition for dis- 
charge from the university, and settled down on his 
estate. 


CHAPTER II 

The young landowner, as he had written to his 
aunt, had drawn up rules for his estate management 
and for his life in general, and had allotted his 
hours, days, and months to different occupations. 
Sundays were fixed for receiving petitioners — the 
domestic and other serfs — for visiting the allotments 
of the poorest peasants and giving them assistance 
with the assent of the village Commune (the mir) 
which met each Sunday evening and decided how 
much help should be distributed and to whom. 

More tlian a year had passed in such activities 
and the young man was no longer quite a novice 
either in practical or theoretical knowledge of 
estate management. 

It was a bright Sunday in June when Nekhlyudov, 
having drunk his coffee and glanced through a 
chapter of Maison Rustiquey put a note-book and a 
packet of ruble notes in the pocket of his light over- 
coat, and started out from the large wooden house 
with its colonnades and verandas, in which he 
occupied one small room downstairs, and went 
along the unswept weed-grown paths of the old 
English garden, towards the village which lay along 
both sides of the high road. Nekhlyudov was a tall 
well-knit young man, with a mass of thick curly 
brown hair, a bright sparkle in his dark eyes, a 
fresh complexion, and rosy lips above which the 
first down of young manhood was just appearing. 
Youthful strength, energy, and go<^-naturcd self- 
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satisfaction were apparent in his gait and every 
movement. The peasants, dressed in their Sunday 
best, were returning from church in motley groups 
— old men, maidens, children, and women with 
babies in their arms — and dispersing into their 
homes, bowing low to the master and stepping out 
of his way. After going some way along ilic street 
Nekhlyudov stopped, took out his note-book, and 
looked at the last page, on which in his unformed 
hand he had written the names of several peasants, 
with comments; Tvan Chiiris asks for props’, he 
read, and went up to the gate of the second hut on 
his right. 

The Churises’ domicile consisted of a half-rotten 
log building, mouldy at the corners, sloping to one 
side, and so sunk in the ground that a small, broken 
sash window, with its shutter half torn oil', and a still 
smaller casement window stopped up with tow, 
were only just above the manure heap. Attached 
to the principal hut w'cre a boarded passage with 
a low door and a rotten threshold, another small 
building, still older, and even lower than the 
passage, a gate, and a wattled shed. All this had 
once been covered by one irregular rooi, but the 
tliick, black, rotting thatch now hung only over the 
eaves, so that in places the rafters and laths were 
visible. In the front of the yard was a well w'ith 
dilapidated sides and the remains of a post and 
pulley, and a dirty cattle-trampled puddle in which 
ducks were splashing. Near the w'cll stood two 
ancient willows that were split and had scanty pale- 
green shoots. Under one of these willows, which 
witnessed to the fact that there had been a time 
when someone had cared to beautify the place, sat 
a fair-haired little girl, about eight years old, 
making a two-year-old baby girl crawl round her. 
A puppy playing beside them, seeing Nekhlyudov* 



TWO HUSSARS 

156 A LANDLORD’S MORNING 

rushed headlong under the gate and burst into 

frightened, quivering barking. 

‘Is Ivan at home?’ asked Nekhlyiidov. 

The elder girl seemed petrified by the question 
and opened her eyes wider and wider without 
answering. The younger one opened her mouth 
and prepared to cry. A little, old-looking woman 
in a tattered check gown with an old red girdle tied 
low down, looked out from behind the door, but 
did not answer cither. Nekhlyddov went up to the 
door and repeated his question. 

‘He is, master,* said the old woman in a tremu- 
lous voice, bowing low and growing more and more 
frightened and agitated. 

When Nekhlyddov, having greeted her, passed 
through the passage into the aarrow yard, the old 
woman went up to the door and, resting her chin on 
her hand and not taking her eyes off' the master, 
began slowly to shake her head. 

I'he yard was a wretched place. Here and there 
lay old blackened manure left after carting, and on 
this lay in disorder a rotting block, a pitchfork, and 
two harrows. The penthouse round the yard had 
almost no thatch left on the roof, and one side had 
fallen in so that the rafters no longer lay on the 
fork-posts but on the manure. On the other side 
stood a wooden plough, a cart lacking a wheel, 
and a heap of empty, useless beehives piled one on 
another. Churis, with the edge and head of his axe, 
was getting the watdc wall clear from the roof 
which had crushed it. Ivan Churis was a peasant of 
about fifty, below the average height. His tanned, 
oval face, surrounded by a dark brovm beard 
streaked with grey and thick hair of the same 
colour, was handsome and expressive. His dark 
blue half-closed eyes were intelligent and carelessly 
good-natured, and when he smiled his small regular 



A LANDLORD'S MORNING 157 

mouth, sharply defined under his scanty brown 
moustache, expressed calm self-confidence and a 
certain ironical indifTerence to his surroundini^. 
The coarseness of his skin, his deep wrinkles, the 
sharply marked sinews of his neck, face, and arms, 
the unnatural stoop of his shoulders, and his 
crooked bandy legs, showed that his life had been 
spent in labour beyond his strength. He wore thick 
white hempen trousers patched w'ith blue on the 
knees, a dirty shirt of the same material torn at the 
back and arms, and a low girdle of tape, from 
which hung a brass key. 

‘Good-day’, said Neklilyiidov as he entered the 
yard. 

Chiiris looked round and tlien continued his 
work, and only when he had cleared the wattle from 
under the roof by an cneigetic effort did he stick 
his axe into a log, adjust his girdle, and come out 
into the middle of the yard. 

‘A pleasant holiday, your honour!’ he said, 
bowing low and then shaking b«ick liis hair. 

‘Thank you, friend. You see I’ve come to look at 
your allotment,’ said Nekhlyudov, looking at the 
peasant’s garb with boyish friendliness and timidity. 
‘Let me see why you want those props you asked me 
for at the meeting of the Commune.’ 

‘The props? VVhy, you know what props arc for, 
your honour! I’d like to prop things up a bit: 
there, please see for yourself. Only the other day 
this corner fell in — but thank God the cattle were 
not inside at the time. Things hardly hold together,’ 
said Chiiris, looking contemptuously at his un- 
thatched, crooked, and dilapidated sheds. ‘The 
rafters, gable-ends, and cross-pieces now, if you 
only touch them you won’t find a single piece of 
timber that’s any use. And where’s a man to get 
timber from nowadays — you know yourself.’ 
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‘Then what use would five props be to you, when 
one shed has fallen in and the others will soon do 
so? You don’t need props, but new rafters, cross- 
pieces, and uprights,’ said the master, evidently 
parading his knowledge of the subject. 

Chilris was silent. 

‘So what you need is timber and not props. You 
should have said so.’ 

‘Of course I want timber, but there’s nowhere to 
get it. It won’t do to keep going to the master’s 
house ! If the likes of us were allowed to get into the 
habit of coming to your honour’s house for every- 
thing we need, what sort of serfs should we be? 
But if you will be merciful concerning the oak posts 
that are lying unused on your threshing-floor,’ he 
added, bowing and shifting from foot to foot, ‘I 
might be able to change some of the pieces, cut 
away others, and lix things up somehow with the 
old stufl? 

‘With the old stufl? Don’t you yourself say that 
it’s all old and rotten? To-day this corner falls in, 
to-morrow that, the day after a third: so if you are 
to do anything you must rebuild it altogether that 
the work may not be wasted, lell me, do you 
think your place could stand through this winter 
or not?’ 

‘Who can tell?’ 

‘But what do you think? Will it fall in or not?’ 

Churis considered. 

‘It will all fall in,’ he said suddenly. 

‘There, you see you should have said at the 
meeting that you need to rebuild the whole home- 
stead, and not only put in a few props. You know 
I should be glad to help you . . .’ 

‘We’re very grateful for your favour,* Churis 
replied suspiciously, and without looking at the 
master* ‘if you would only favour me with four 
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? |ns and some props I could perhaps fix things 
myself; and the rotten wood Fd take out and 
for supports in the hut/ 

‘Then is your hut in a bad state too?’ 

‘My old woman and I are expecting from day to 
ay that it will crush someone/ Chiiris remarked 
uiiffcrently. ‘The other day she did get crushed 
y a strut from the ceiling/ 

‘Clrushed? What do you mean?’ 

‘AVhy, your honour, it hit her on the hack so that 
she lay more dead than alive till night-time/ 

‘Well, and has she recovered?’ 

‘Yes, she’s recovered, but she’s always ailing. 
It's true that she’s been sickly since her birth/ 
‘What, are you ill?’ Nekhlyiidov asked the woman 
who was still standing in the doorway and had 
begun groaning as soon as her husband mentioned 
her. 

Just here it never leaves me,’ site said, pointing 
to her dirty emaciated chest. 

‘Again !’ said Nekhlyiidov, shrugging his shoulders 
with vexation. ‘Why don’t you go to the dispensary 
when you’re ill? That’s what the dispensary is for. 
Haven’t you been told of it?’ 

‘VVe have, master, but I’ve no time. 7'here’s the 
obligatory work on the estate, our own work, and 
the children, and I’m all alone. Wc arc lone 
people.’ 


CHAPTER III 

Nekhlyudov went into the hut. The uneven 
smoke-begrimed walls of one end of the room had 
all sorts of rags and clothing hanging up on them, 
and the best corner was literally covered with 
reddish cockroaches that had collected round the 
icon and the benches. In the middle of the black, 
smelly, fourteen-foot-square hovel, there was a 
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large crack in the ceiling, which though propped 
up in two places was bulging so that it threatened to 
collapse at any moment. 

‘Yes, the hut is very bad,’ said Nekhlyudov, look- 
ing straight at Chiiris, who did not seem inclined to 
begin speaking alx)ut this state of things. 

‘It will crush us and will crush the children,* 
muttered the woman in a tearful voice, leaning 
against the brick oven under the bunks. 

‘Don’t you talk,’ Churis said sternly, and with a 
subtle smile showing slightly under his moustache 
he turned to the master. ‘I can’t think what could 
be done to it, your honour — to the hut. I have put 
up props and boards, hut nothing can be done.* 

‘How are we to live through the winter here? Oh, 
oh, oh!’ said the w^oinan. 

‘If wc put up some more props and new struts,* 
her husband interrupted her with a quiet business- 
like expression, ‘and changed one of the rafters, we 
might somehow get through the winter. We might 
get along -only the props whll crowd the hut, that’s 
all. But if we touch it, there won’t be a sound bit 
left. It’s only as long as it’s not touched that 
it holds together,’ he concluded, evidently W'cU 
plciised to have realized that fact. 

Nekhlyudov was vexed and grieved that Churis 
had let himself come to such a pass and had not 
applied to him sooner, for ever since his arrival he 
had never refused help to a peasant, and only tried 
to get them to come straight to him with their 
troubles. He even felt a sort of animosity against 
Churis, and angrily shrugged his shoulders and 
frowmed; but the sight of the wretchedness around 
him and Chiiris's quiet, self-satisfied appearance in 
the midst of it, changed his vexation into a melan- 
choly feeling of hopelessness. 

‘Now why didn't you tell me sooner, Ivan?’ he 
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Lid reproachfully, sitting down on the dirty 
crooked bench. 

‘I daren’t, your honour/ Chiiris replied with the 
pme barely perceptible smile, shifting from one 
|irty bare foot to the other on the uneven earth 
^oor, but he said this so boldly and calmly that it 
^as hard to believe that he had not dared to apply 
MO his master. 

< ‘We arc only peasants: how can we dare . . 
began the woman with a sob. 


‘Hold your jal:)ber,’ Chiiris addressed her again. 

‘It*s impossible for you to live in this hut. It’s 
nonsense!’ said Nekhlyiidov after a pause. ‘Now 
this is what we'll do, friend . . .’ 

‘Ves, sir,’ Chiiris replied. 

‘You’ve seen those biick cottages with hollow 
walls that I have been building in the new village?’ 

‘Of course I have,’ answered Chiiris, showing his 
still sound and white teeth in a smile. ‘We were 


quite surprised at the way they W(*rc laid. Tricky 
cottages! The children were laughing and asked if 
they were going to be store-houses, and ihc walls 
hllcd in to keep the rats out. . . . Grand cottages!’ 
he finished, shaking his head with a look of ironical 
perplexity. ‘Just like jails!’ 

‘Yes, they are fine cottages, warm and dry, and 
not so likely to catch on fire,’ said the master with 
a frowm on his young face, evidently annoyed by 
the peasant’s irony. 

‘No gainsaying, your honour — grand cottages!’ 

‘Well then, one of them is quite ready. It is 
twenty^three feet square, with a passage and a 
larder, and is quite ready. I might let you have it 
at cost price and you could pay me when you can,’ 
said the master with a self-satisfied smile which he 
'Could not control at the thought of his benevolence. 
*You can pull down this old one and use it to build 
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a granary, and we will move the yard buildings tocu 
I'here is good water there. I will allot you fresh' 
land for your vegetable plots and you will have , 
arable land quite close. You’ll soon live well. Now, 
don’t you like it?’ he added, noticing that as soon as 
he spoke of settling somewhere else, Churis stood 
quite motionless and looked at the ground no 
longer smiling. 

‘It’s as your honour pleases,’ he said without 
looking up. 

riie old woman came foi'ward as if touched to the 
quick, and prepared to say something, but her 
husband forestalled her. 

‘It’s as your honour pleases,’ he replied, firmly 
and yet submissively, looking up at his master and 
tossing back his hair, ‘but it won’t do for us to live 
in ihr iK’w village.’ 

‘Why not?’ 

\\o, your honour. If you move us there — we’re 
in a bad way as it is, but there we should never be 
propt r peasants. What sort of peasants should we 
be iheie? Why, a man couldn’t possibly live there 
, . . but just as you please.’ 

AVhv not?' 

*\\e sh( >uld be quite ruined, your honour.’ 

‘but whv couldn't a man live there?’ 

‘VMiat kind of life would it be? Just think. The 
place has never been lived in, the water not tested, 
and there's no pasture. Our htanp plots here have 
been manured from olden times, but what is there 
there? There's nothing! All bare! No wattles, no 
corn-kilns, no sheds— nothing at all. We shall be 
ruined, your honour, if you drive us there, we shall 
be ruined completely. The place is new, unknown 
. , he repeated thoughtfully but shaking his head 
decisively. 

Nckhl>Tidov began to argue that the change 
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would on the contrary be very advantageous for 
Tiim, that wattles and sheds would be erected, that 
the water was good there, and so on; but Chiiris's 
dull silence confused him and he felt he was not 
saying the right things. Churis did not reply, but 
when his master stopped, remarked with a slight 
smile that it would be better to house the old 
domestic serfs and Aleshka, the fool, in the new 
^village, to watch over the grain there. 

, 'lhat would be line,’ he remarked, and laughed 
^calmly. ‘No, it’s a hopeless business, your honour!’ 

, ‘Well, what if the place 7f uninhalnted?’ Nc- 
khlvudov insisted patiently. ‘This place was unin- 
hahited once, but now people live liere; and you 
will be the first to settle in the new village and 
will bring luck. . . . You must certainly settle 
tlirre . . .’ 

‘Oh sir, your honour, how can they l>c com- 
pared?’ said Churis with animation, as if afraid the 
master might take a definite decision. ‘Here we arc 
in the Commune -it’s lively, and weVe accuslom<*d 
to it. We have the road, and the pond here for the 
wife to w'ash the clothes and water the cattle, and 
our whole peasant establishment here from days of 
old: the threshing-floor and little vegetable plot, 
'and these willows that my parents planted. My 
grandfather and father breathed their last here and 
if only I can end my days here, your honour, 1 don’t 
ask anything more. If you will have the goodness 
to let my hut be mended, wc shall be ver>' grateful 
for your kindness. If not, we'll inan«igc to live 
somehow in the old one to the end of our days. Let 
us pray for you all our lives,’ he continued, bowing 
low. ‘Don’t turn us from our nest, master. . . 

While Churis was speaking, louder and louder 
iobs came from the place under the bunks W'hcrc his 
wife stood, and w hen her husband said ‘master* she 
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unexpectedly sprang forward and threw herself oni. 
her knees at Nekhlyudov’s feet, weeping bitterly. 

‘Don’t ruin us, benefactor! You arc like father 
and mother to us! How could we move? We aie 
old, lonely people. As God, so you . . and she 
began ht r lamentations again. 

Nckhlyiidov jumped up from the bench to raise 
the old woman, but she beat her head on the 
eartlu'ii floor in a kind of passionate despair and 
pushed away his hand. 

‘What arc you doing? Please get up. If you 
don’t wish to go, you needn’t. I won’t lorcc you,’ 
he said, waving his aims and stepping towards the 
door. 

When Nckhlyiklov had again sat down on the 
benc h and the silence in the hut was only interiup- 
ted by the wailing ol the woman who had retired 
under the bunk and stood there wiping her tears 
with the sleeve of her smock, he realized for the 
first time what the tumbledown hovel, the broken- 
down well with the muddy puddle, the rotting sheds 
and outhouse, and the broken willows which he 
saw through the crooked window, meant to Ghuris 
and his wile, and he felt depressed, sad, and williout 
knowing why, ashamed. 

‘Why didn’t you tell the Commune last Sunday 
that you needed a cottage, Ivan? I don’t know 
now how to help you, I told you all at the first 
meeting that I have settled on the estate to devote 
my life to you; and I was ready to deprive myself 
of every thing to make you contented and happy, 
and I swear before God that I will keep my word,’ 
said the young proprietor, ignorant of die ^ct that 
outpourings of that kind are ill adapted to arouse 
foitli in anyone, and least of all in a Russian, who ^ 
likes not words but deeds, and dislikes the cxprcssioif * 
of feelings however fine. 
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But the simple-hearted young man was so pleased 
vith the feeling he experienced that he could not 
iclp pouring it out. 

Chiiris bent his head to one side, and blinking 
slowly listened to his master with forced attention, 
as to one who had to be listened to though he was 
saying things that were not very nice, and did not 
at all concern \is\ 

‘But I can’t give everybody all I am asked for. If 
I did not refuse some who ask me for timber, I 
should soon not have any \rft mys( If and should be 
unable to give to those who really need it. I'hat is 
why I gave the “Crown wood” for the betterment 
of the peasants’ buildings, and handed it over com- 
pletely to the Commune, 'Fhat wood is now not 
mine, but belongs to you peasants. I ran no longer 
dispose of it, but the Commune docs what it sees fit 
with it. Come to the meeting to-night. I will tell 
them of your request, and if they resolve to give you 
wood for a new hut it will be all right, l)ut I have 
no timber now. I wish to help you with all my 
he^rt, but if you don’t want to move, the matter is 
not in my hands but rests with the Commune. Do 
you understand me?’ 

‘We arc very grateful for your kindness, your 
honour,* answ^ered Chiiris, abashed. ‘If you wall 
oblige us with the timber for the building, we will 
get straight that way. . . . Anyhow, what’s the 
Commune? Everybody knows. . . 

‘No, you must come.* 

‘Yes, I’ll come. Why not? But all the same I 
won’t beg of the Commune.* 
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CHAI^ER IV 

The youn^ landlord evidently wished to ask the 
couple something more; he did not rise from the 
bench but looked hesitatingly now at Churis and 
now at the empty unheated brick oven, 

‘Have you had dinner?’ he asked at last. 

A mocking smile show^ed under Chiiris’s mous* 
tache, as if it amused him that the master should 
ask such a silly question, and he did not answer. ' 
‘What dinner, benefactor?’ said the woman with 
a deep sigh. ‘We’ve eaten bread — that’s our dinner. 
We had no time to get sorrel to-day, so I had 
nothing to make soup of, and what kvas there was 
I gave the children.’ 

‘To-day we have a strict fast, your honour,’ said 
Churis, explaining his wife’s words. ‘Bread and 
onions — that’s our peasant food. Thank the Lord 
we have grain, by your honour’s kindness — for many 
of our peasants haven’t even that. The onions 
failed everywhere this year. Michael the gardener 
asked two kopeks* a bunch when we sent to him the 
other day, so there’s nowhere the likes of us can buy 
any. Since Easter we haven’t been to Church. Wc 
ain’t even afford a candle to put in front of 
St. Nicholas’s icon.’ ^ 

Nckhlyiidov had long known, not by hearsay or 
by trusting to otlier people’s words, but by personal 
observation, the extreme poverty in w'hich his serfs 
lived; but that reality was in such contrast with his 
whole upbringing, his bent of mind, and the course 
of his life, that he involuntarily kept forgetting it, 
and whenever he was forcibly reminded of it, as 
now, he felt intolerably depressed and sad, as 
though he w'cre tormented by a reminder of some 
crime committed and unatoned for. 

• Two kopeks were about a halfpenny. 
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‘Why are you so poor?’ he asked, involuntarily 
uttering his thought. 

‘What else could we be but poor, master, your 
honour? What is our land like? As you know, it’s 
clay and mounds, and we must have angered (lod, 
for since the cholera year the crops won’t grow. 
And we have less meadow and less arable land now; 
some have been taken into the owrier's farm and 
some added to his tields. I am a lonely man and 
old. . . . I’d be glad to bestir myself but I haven’t 
the strength. My wife is ailing, and hardly a year 
passes without another girl baby, and they all have 
to be fed. Here am I working alone, and there arc 
seven of us at home. I often sin before Ciod, thinking 
that if He took some of them soon, things would be 
easier, and it would be better for them than sulfcr- 
ing here. . . 

‘O-oh!’ the woman sighed aloud, as if confirming 
her husband’s words. 

‘Here’s all the help I have,’ Churis continued, 
pointing to an unkempt flaxen-haired boy of seven 
with an enormous belly, who had just then come in 
timidly, making the door creak, and who now, 
holding onto his father’s shirt with both his little 
hands, stood gazing with astonished eyes from 
under his brow at the master. ‘All the help I have 
is this,’ Churis continued in his deep voice, stroking 
the child’s flaxen hair wdth his rough hand. ‘How 
long shall I have to wait for him? Ihc work is 
getting beyond me. It’s not so much my age as the 
rupture that is getting the best of me. In bad 
weather I’m ready to scream, and by rights I ought 
to be released from serf-labour on account of my 
age.* There’s Diitlov, Demkin, Zyabrev — all 

* Under serfdom a man and his wife had to work some days 
each week for the owner, and they were reckoned as one 
unit. 
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young^cr than me — who have long since stopped^, 
working on the land. But I have no one to work for 
me — that’s the trouble. We have to eat, so I am 
struggling on, your honour,’ 

‘I should really be glad to help you. But what 
can I do?’ said the young master, looking com- 
passionately at the serf. 

‘How can it be h(‘lpcd? Of course if a man holds 
land he must woik for his master — we know that 
well enough. I’ll have somehow to wait for my lad 
to grow up. Only, if you’ll be so good, excuse him 
from school ! The other day the clerk came round 
and said that your honour ordered him to go to 
school. Do let liiin ofi', your honour. What sense 
has he got? He’s too young to understand any- 
thing.’ 

‘C)h, no, friend. Say what you will, your boy can 
understand,’ replied Nekhlyudov, ‘and it’s time for 
him to be learning. I’m saying it for your own good. 
Just think: when he grows up and is head of the 
house he'll be able to read and write, and to read in 
Church too — with God’s help everything will 
go right in the home,’ he added, trying to 
express himself so as to be understood, but yet 
blushing and hesitating without knowing why. 

‘1 here’s no denying it, your honour, you don’t 
wish us any harm, but there’s no one to stay at 
home when my wife and I go to work on the 
owner's land; of course he’s small, but still he’s 
useful to tlrive in the cattle and water the horses. 
Such as he is, still he’s a peasant,’ and Churis 
smiled and look hold of the child’s nose with his 
thick fingers and blew it for him. 

‘All the same, send him when you are at home 
and he has time. Do you hear? Be sure to send 
him.’ 

Churis sighed deeply and gave no reply. 
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CHAPTER V 

Yes, and I wanted to ask why your manure has not 
been carted,’ continued Nekhlyudov. 

‘What manure have I got, sir, your honour? 
There’s notliing to cart. VN liat live-stock have I got? 

I have a little mare and a foal. The heifer I sold to 
the inn-keeper as a call last autumn. 1 hat s all the 
live-stock I have.’ 

‘How is that? You haven’t enough cattle, yet you 
sold a heifer as a calf?’ the master asked with 
surprise. 

‘But what could I feed it on?’ 

‘Haven’t you enough straw to feed a cow.-* 

Others have enough.’ , 

Others have manured land, but mine is nothing 
but clay. I can’t do anything with it. 

‘Well then dress it, so that it should not be all 
clay, then it will yield grain and there’ll be some- 
thing to le.ed the c.attle on.’ 

‘But I have no cattle, so how can there be any 

manure?’ , , , i a.* 

‘This is a strange vicious circle, thought Ac- 
khlyiidov, but could not imagine how to advise the 
peasant. 

‘And then again, your honour, C-huris went on, 
‘it is not manure that makes the corn grow, but 
only God. Last year I got six ricks Irom an un- 
manured plot, but from the manured land wc got 
almost nothing. It’s only God! he added with a 
sigh. ‘And then cattle do not thrive in our yard. 
This is the sixth year they have died. Last year one 
calf died, the other I sold, as we had nothing to live 
on, and the year before last a line cow perish^: 
’’ she was driven home from the pasture all righL 
►^en suddenly she staggered and staggered and 
died. Just my bad luck!’ 
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‘Well friend, so that you should not say you have 
no cattle because you have no fodder, and no foddci^ 
because you have no cattle, here’s something to 
buy a cow with,’ said Nekhlyvidov, blushing as he 
took some crumpled paper money out of his 
trouser pocket and began sorting it. ‘Buy yourself 
a cow, and I wish you luck; and you can have 
fodder from the threshing ground; I’ll give orders. 
Mind you have a cow by next Sunday. I’ll look in.' 

Chiiris stood so long smiling and shifting from 
foot to foot without stretching out his hand for the 
money, that Nekhlyudov at last put it on the table, 
blushing still more. 

‘We are greatly satisfied with your kindness,’ 
Churis said with his usual rather sarcastic smile. 

His wife stood under the bunks sighing heavily, 
and seemed to be saying a prayer. 

The young master felt embarrassed; he hurriedly 
rose from his seat, went out into the passage, and 
called Churis to follow. The sight of the man he was 
befriending was so pleasant that he did not wish to 
part from him at once. 

‘I am glad to help you,’ he said, stopping by the 
well. ‘I can help you because I know you arc not 
lazy. If you take pains Til help you, and with 
God’s aid you’ll get straight.’ 

‘It’s not a case of getting straight, your honour,* 
said Churis, his face suddenly assuming a serious 
and even stern expression as if quite dissatisfied , 
that the master should suppose he could get 
straight. ‘In my father’s time I lived with my 
brothers and we did not know any want, but when 
he died and we broke up, everything went from bad 
to worse. It’s all from being alone!* 

‘Why did you separate ?’ 

‘All because of our wives, your honour. Your 
grandfather was not living tlien. In his time we 
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should not have dared to, there used to be real 
order then. Like yourself he looked into every thing, 
and we should not have dared to think of separating. 
Your grandfather did not like to let the peasants 
get into bad ways. But after him Andrevr Hych 
managed us. God forgive him! He’s left diFercnt 
memories behind — he was a drunken and un- 
reliable man. We went to ask him once and again. 
‘‘7’he women make life impossible,” we said, “allow 
us to separate.” Well he had us thrashed once and 
again, but in the end the women got their way and 
the families separated and lived apart. Of course 
everyone knows what a one-man home is! BeMdes 
there was no kind of order. Andrew Il^Vh ruled us 
as he pleased. ‘‘See that you have everything that’s 
needed,” — but how a peasant was to get ii iic 
didn’t ask. Then the poll-tax was increased, «and 
more provisions were requisitioned and we had less 
land, and the crops began to fail. And when tlie 
time came for re-allotting the land, he took a\>ay 
from our manured land to add to the owner’s — the 
rascal — and did for us altogether. We might as 
well die! Your father — the kingdom of heaven \)C 
his! — was a kind master, but we rarely had sight of 
him; he always lived in Moscow, and of course wc 
had to cart more produce there. Sometimes when 
a thaw set in and the roads were impassable and 
we had no fodder left we still had to cart! The 
master could not do without it. We dare not com- 
plain of that, but there was no order. Now that 
your honour lets every peasant come to you, we arc 
a different people and the steward is a different 
man. At least we know now that we have a master. 
And it’s im]x>ssibie to say how gratchil the peasants 
are to your honour! During the time you were 
under guardianship wc had no real master. Every- 
body was master — your guardian and liych, and 
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his wife was mistress, and the clerk from the police-* 
office was a master too. At that time we peasants 
suffered a great deal — oh God ! How much sorrow !’ 

Again Nckhlyiidov experienced something like 
shame or remorse. He raised his ha t and went his way. 

CHAPTER VI 

*EpifAn Wiseman wishes to sell a horse,’ Nekhlyiidov 
rc^d in his note-book, and he crossed the street to 
Epifan’s home. 

This hut was carefully thatched with straw from 
the threshing-floor of the estate, and was built of 
light grey aspen timber — also from the master’s 
forest. It had two red painted shutters to each 
window, a little roofed porch, and board railings 
with fancy patterns cut in them. I'he passage and 
unheated portion of the house were also sound; but 
the general look of well-being and sufficiency was 
rather marred by a shed with an unfinished wattle 
wall and unthatched roof adjoining the gateway. 
Just as Nckhlyiidov reached the porch from one 
side, two women came up from the other carrying 
between them a full tub slung from a pole. One 
was Epifan Wiseman’s wife, the other his mother. 
The former was a sturdy red-cheeked woman with 
a very fully developed bosom and broad fleshy 
cheeks. She wore a clean smock with embroidered 
sleeves and collar, an apron with similar em- 
broidery, a new linen skirt, shoes, glass beads and a 
smart square head-dress embroidered with red 
cotton and spangles. 

The end of the pole did not sway but lay firmly 
on her broad solid shoulder. The easy effort 
noticeable in her red face, in the curve of her back, 
and the measured movement of her arms and legs, 
indicated excellent health and extraordinary 
masculine strength. 



A LANDLORD'S MORNING 173 

Epilan’s mother who carried the other end the 
pole was, on the contrary, one of those eldnly 
women who seem to have reached the utmost 
limit of age and decrepitiule possible to a living 
person. Her bony figuie, clad in a diuy torn miuh k 
and discoloured skirt, was so bent that the pole 
rested rather on her back than on her shoulder. 
Her hands were of a dark red-brown colour, with 
crooked fingers which seemed iinalde to unbend 
and with which she seemed to clutch the pole lor 
support. Her drooping li(\'id, wrapped in some 
clout, bore the unsightly eviticnee of' want and gieat 
age. From under her low fondicad, furrowed m all 
directions by deep wrinkles, her two red, lashless 
c\cs looked dimly on the ground. One yellow tooth 
protruded from under her sunken upper lij) and, 
constantly moving, touched at times Iht j)uintcd 
chin. The folds on the lower part of her face and 
throat were like bags that swung with every move- 
ment. She breathed heavily and hoarsely, but her 
bare deformed feet, though they dragged along the 
ground with eflbrt, moved evenly one after the 
other. 


CHAPTER VII 

Having almost collided with the master, the young 
woman looked abashed, briskly set down the tub, 
bow'ed, glanced at him with sparkling eyes from 
under her brow, and clattering with her sho^s ran 
up the steps, trying to hide a slight smile with the 
embroidered sleeve of her smock. 

‘You go and take the yoke back to Aunt Nastasya, 
mother,’ she said to the old woman, pausing at the 
door. 

The modest young man looked attentively but 
Jtcrnly at the rosy^aced woman, frowned, and 
turned to the old one, who having disengaged the 
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yoke from the tub with her rough hands and lifted . 
it onto her shoulders, was submissively directing 
her steps towards the neighbouring hut. 

‘Is your son at home?’ the master asked. 

The old woman, bending still lower, bowed and 
was about to speak, but lifting her hand to her 
mouth began coughing so that Nekhlyiidov did not 
wait, but went into the hut. 

Epifan, who was sitting on the bench in the best 
corner, rushed to the oven when he saw' his master, 
as if trying to hide from him, hurriedly shoved 
something onto the bunk, and with mouth and eyes 
twitching, pressed himself against the wall as if 
to make way for the master. 

Epifan was a man of about thirty, slender, well 
set, with brown hair and a young pointed beard, 
he would have been rather good-looking had it not 
been for the evasive little brown eyes that looked 
unpleasantly from under his puckered brow's, and 
for the absence of two front teeth, which at once 
caught the eye as his lips were short and constantly 
moving. He had on a holiday shirt with bright red 
gussets, striped cotton trousers, and heavy boots 
w'ith w rinkled legs. The interior of his hut w'as not 
so crowded and gloomy as Churis’s, though it was 
also stulfy, smelt of smoke and sheepskin coats, and 
was littered in the same untidy way with peasant 
garments and implements. Two things struck one 
as strange: a small dented samovar which stood on 
a shelf, and the portrait of an archimandrite wdth 
a red nose and six lingers, that hung near the icon 
with its brass facings, in a black frame with the 
remnant of a dirty piece of glass. Nekhlyiidov 
looked with dissatisfaction at the samovar, the 
archimandrite’s portrait, and the bunk where the 
end of a brass-mounted pipe protruded from under 
some rags, and addressed the peasant. 
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‘Good morning, Epifan,’ he said, looking into his 

^^Epifan bowed and muttered, ‘Hope you're well, 
v’r Ex’cency,’ pronouncing the last word . with 
peculiar temlerncss while his eyes ran rapuily over 
his master’s whole figure, the hut, the floor, and tlic 
rciiing, not resting on an> thing. '1 hen he Iniri ledly 
sent to the bunk and pulleil do\Mi from it a coat 

vhich he began putting on. . , 1 1 i ' 

•Why are you doing that?’ said Nekhlyudov, 

lilting down on the bench and tiding to oo a 
Bpif'an as sternly as possible. i ,i • i. 

•What else could 1 do, y’r Lx cency? 1 think we 

snow our place. . . .’ . . n „ 

‘I have c'omc to ask what you need to sell a horse 

for, and how many hors.-s ’-L 

horse you want to .sell,’ said Nekh yudoy duly, 
L-videntlv repeating qu.-stions he ha.l ‘• 

•We arc very pleased th.it y " !'V I’"']- ! h a 
come to peasants like us, lephed "" 

rapid glance at the archimandrite ^ ‘ „ 

oven, at Nckhlyudov’s boots, and ^ ' i o .r 

except his master's face. ‘We aKva>s pi ay •<) 

"’•U^y^^mu"^^^ sell a horse?’ 
peated, raising his voice and thanti., ii.s 

Epifan sighed, shook lia. k his '‘'j"'’ • • ^ ‘ . 

again roving over the whole hut, anj ^ . 

that lav ouictlv purring on the bench, shouted to it, 
Si, g^tTviayyEeast-.’^nd hurriedly turned to the 

a horse, y’r Ex’cenev, that’s no good, ... If 
i, wer« good lia,, I «ould..'l sell i., y'r Lx coney. 
‘And how many horses have you. 

‘Three horses, y’r Ex'cency. 

‘And no foals?’ ^ , » 

‘Why certainly, y’r Ex’cency, I have a foal too. 
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CHAPTER VIII 

‘Come, let me sec your horses. Are they in the 
yard?’ 

‘Exactly so, y’r Ex’cency. I have done as I was 
ordered, y’r Ex’ccncy. As if we could disobey y’r 
Ex’cency! Jacob Alpatych told me not to let the 
horses out into the held, “"i'hc prince will look at 
them,” he said, so we did not let them out. We 
dare not disobey y’r Ex’ccncy.’ 

As Nckhlyudov was passing out of the hut, 
Epifan snatched his pipe I'rom the bunk and shoved 
it behind the oven; his lips continued to move 
restlessly even w^hen the master was not looking at 
him. 

A lean little grey mare was rummaging among 
some rotten straw under the penthouse, and a tw'o- 
months-old long-legged foal of some nondescript 
colour, with bluish legs and muzzle, kept close to 
her thin tail which was full of burrs. In the middle 
of the yard, with its eyes shut and pensively hanging 
its head, stood a thick-bellied sorrel gelding — by 
his appearance a good peasant horse. 

‘Are these all the horses you have?* 

‘No, sir, y’r Ex’cency, there’s also the mare and 
the foal,’ Epifan said, pointing to the horses which 
his master could not have helped seeing. 

T sec. And which of them do you want to sell?* 

‘Why, this one, y’r Ex’ccncy,’ replied Epifan, 
shaking the skirt of his coat towards the drowsy 
gelding and continually blinking and twitching his 
lips. The gelding opened its eyes and lazily turned 
its tail to him. 

‘He doesn’t look old and is a sturdy horse,’ said 
Nekhlyiidov. ‘Just catch him, and let me sec his 
teeth. I can tell if he is old.* 
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"It’s impossible for one person to catch him, 
xV'cncy. The beast is not worth a penny and has 
temper — he bites and kicks, Ex’cency,* replied 
pifari, smiling gaily and letting his eyes rove ip all 
irections. 

‘What nonsense! Catch him, I tell you.’ 

Epifan smiled for a long time, shiiflling from foot 
o foot, and only when Nekhlvndov cried angrily: 
Well, what are you about?’ did he rush under the 
)enthouse, bring out a lialter, and l)(*gin running 
iftcr the horse, frightening it and following it. 

"Ihe young master was evidently weai*y of seeing 
ihis, and perhaps wished to show his skill. 

‘Let me have the halter!’ he said. 

‘I beg your pardon, how can y’r Ex’ccncy? 
Please don’t. . . 

But Nekhlyudov went up to the horse’s head and 
suddenly seized it by tlie ears with such force that 
the gelding, which was after all a very ciui<'t peasant 
horse, swayed and snorted, trying to get away. 
When Nckhlyiidov noticed that it was quite un- 
necessary to use such force, and looked at Lpifan 
who continued to smile, the idea — most humiliating 
to one of his age — occurred to him that t^pifan was 
making fun of him and regarded him as a child. 
He flushed, let go of the horse’s ears, and without 
making use of the halter opened its mouth and 
examined its teeth: the eye-teeth were sound and 
the double teeth full — which the young master 
‘new the meaning of. Of course the horse was a 
oung one. 

Meanwhile Epifan had gone to the penthouse, 
and noticing that a harrow was not lying in its 
place, moved it and stood it up against the watdc 
wall. 

‘Come here!’ cried Nekhlyudov with an expres- 
sion of childish annoyance on his face and a voice 
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Slfaho.^“,^|d'? ‘N°w, b 

twemv"*"’ very old. It must be 

* ‘ ’ oome horses . . .* 

A ^ and a good-for-nothintri 

A decent peasant does not lic—he has no need to'’ 
^id Nekhlyiklov, choking with angry tears He 
stopped, m order not to disgrace himsel'n.y bui-sting 
into Kara before the peasant. Epifan too was silenf 
and looking as if he would bJgin to cry It anv 

and si, irhtly jerked his head. ^ 

this^hor’^^?’'N'ur' with if you sell 

r-oi^ Nekhlyiidov went on when he had 

toirVoTTre'; sP^^ak in his ordinal^ 

to let your horses be m better condition for the 
ploughing, and you want to sell your last one^ And 
above all, why do you tell lies?’ ^ 

As soon jw his master grew ealm Epifan quieted 
fnd hi s'«-aight, still twitching his lips 

tha^the oZ°y " 
jBut what will you plough with^’ 

Don’t trouble about that, we’ll get v’r Ex’cenev’s 
work done]' said Kp.lnn, shooinK at ihe horse Zd 

I "iThim '"“"'V ""•“W 

‘VVhat do you need the money for?’ 

n. >’*■ i^^’cency, and I must 

payny debts to other peasants, y’r i&’cency.^ 

No flour? How is it that othci-s with families still 
^\e flour, while you without a family have none? 
What have you done with it?’ ^ ^ 

IcB aValV* I’ll ]7 and now there’s none 

iSi’cenci!’ ^ autumn, y’r 
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‘Don’t dare to think of selling the horse!’ 

‘But if I don’t sell it, y’r Ex'ceiuy, what kind of a 
life will ours be, when we’ve no Hour and daren’t 
sell anything . . replied Epifan turning ajide, 
twitching his lips, and suddenly casting an insolent 
look at his master’s face — ‘it means we’re to staivel* 

‘Mind, my man !’ Nekhlyiidov shouted, pale with 
anger and experiencing a feeling of personal 
animosity towards the peasant. ‘I won’t keep such 
peasants as you. It will go ill with you.’ 

‘That’s as you wish, if I’ve not satisfied y’r 
Ex'cency,’ replied Epifan, closing liis eyes with an 
expression of feigned humility, ‘hut it seems tliat 
no fault has been noticed in me. Of (ourse if y’r 
Ex’cency doesn’t like me, it’s all in your power: 
but I don’t know what I am to he punisli<‘d lor.’ 

‘For this: that your sheds are not thatched, your 
wattle walls arc broken, your manure is not 
ploughed iu, and you sit at home smoking a pipe 
and not woiking; and because you don't give your 
mother, who turned the whole farm over to yon, a 
l)it of bread, but let your wife beat her so that slic 
has to come to me with complaints.’ 

‘Oh no, y’r ELx’ccncy, I don't <*ven know what a 
pipe is!’ replied Epifan in conhision, appan‘nlly 
hurt most of all by being accused of smoking a pipe. 
‘It is possible to say anything about a man . . 

‘Ihcre you are, lying again! I s«iw‘ it myself.’ 

‘How should I dare to lie to yV Ex’cency?’ 

Nekhlyudov bit his lip silently and began pacing 
up and dowm the yard. Epifan stood in one sfX)t 
and without lifting his eyes watched his mastcr’i 
feet. 

‘Listen, Epifan!’ said Nekhlyiidov suddenly in a 
voice of childlike gentleness, stopping in front of 
the peasant and trying to conceal his excitement. 
*You can’t live like that — you will ruin your life. 
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Bethink yourself. If you want to be a good peasant 
change your way of life, give up your bad habits, 
stop lying, don’t get drunk, and respect your 
mother. You see I know all about you. Attend to 
your allotment, don’t steal from the Crown forest, 
and stop going to the tavern. What good is all that? 
— just think. If you need anything come to me and 
ask straight out for what you want, and tell me why 
you want it. Don’t lie, but tell the whole truth, and 
then I shan’t refuse anything I can do for you.’ 

‘Excuse me, y’r Ex’cency, I think we can under- 
stand y’r Ex’cency!’ Epifan replied smiling, as if 
he quite understood the excellence of the master’s 
joke. 

That smile and that reply completely dis- 
illusioned Nekhl^nidov of his hope of touching 
Epifan and bringing him to the right path by per- 
suasion. Moreover he felt all the time as if it were 
indecorous for him, who had authority, to persuade 
his own serf, as if all that he had said was not at all 
what he ought to have said. He sadly bowed his 
head and went into the passage. The old woman 
was sitting on the threshold groaning aloud, as if 
to show her sympathy with the master’s words 
which she had overheard. 

‘Here is something to buy yourself bread with,* 
Nekhlyiidov whispered, giving her a ruble note. 
‘But buy it yourself, and don’t give it to Epifan or 
he will drink it.’ 

• I'he old woman took hold of the door-post with 
her bony hand, trying to rise and thank the master, 
but her head began shaking, and Nekhlyiidov had 
already crossed the road before she had got to her 
feet. 
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CHAPTER IX 

•White David wants grain and posts/ was the next 
entry in Nekhlyiidov’s note-book. 

Alter passing several homesteads, he met his 
steward, Jacob Alpatych, at the corner of the lane. 
The latter having seen his master in the distance 
had removed his oilskin cap, produced a foulard 
kerchief, and begun wiping his Iht red fare. 

‘Put on your cap, Jacob! Put it on I tell you. . . .* 

‘Where has your Excellency been pleased to go?* 
said Jacob, holding up his cap to shade the sun, 
but not putting it on. 

‘Fve been to sec Wiseman. Now t<*ll me, why has 
he become like that?’ asked the master continuing 
on his way. 

‘Like what, your Excellency?’ replied the steward, 
who followed his master at a respertlul distance and 
having put on his cap was smoothing his moustache. 

‘What indeed! He is a peifert scamp- lazy, a 
thief, a liar, ill-treats his mother, and seems to be 
such a confirmed good-for-nothing that there is no 
reforming him.’ 

‘I don’t know, your Excellency, why he has dis- 
pleased you so. . . 

*And his wife too,’ his master interrupted hirn, 
‘seems to be a horrid creature. 1 he mother is 
dressed worse than any beggar and has nothing to 
cat, but the wdfe is all dressed up, ^^nd^ so is he. 
I don’t at all know what to do with him.’ 

Jacob grew visibly confused when Nckhlyudov 
mentioned Epifan’s wife. 

‘Well if he has let himself go like that,* he began, 
r^we ought to take measures. It’s true he’s poor, 
like all one-man householders, but unlike some 
Others he docs keep himself in hand a bit. He s 
intelligent, can read and wrritc, and seems pretty 
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honest He is always sent round to collect the poll- 
tax, and he has been village elder for three years 
while I have been here, and nothing wrong has been 
noticed. Three years ago it pleased your guardian 
to dismiss him, but he was all right also when he 
worked on the estate. Only he has taken rather to 
drink, having lived at the Post Station in town, so 
measures should be taken against that. When he 
misbehaved in the past we used to threaten him 
with a flogging and he’d come to his senses, and it 
was good for him and there was peace in the family; 
but as you don’t approve of such measures, I really 
don’t know what we are to do with him. I know he 
has let himself go pretty badly. He can’t be sent as 
a soldier because he has lost two teeth, as you will 
have noticed. He knocked them out purposely a 
long time ago,* But he is not the only one, if I may 
take the liberty of reporting to your Excellence, 
who has got quite out of hand.’ 

‘Let that matter alone, Jacob!’ said Nckhlyudov 
with a slight smile. ‘We have discussed it over and 
over again. You know what I think about it, and 
say what you will I shall still not change my 
mind. , . 

‘Of course your E.xcellence knows best,* said 
Jacob, shrugging his shoulders and gazing at his 
master from behind as if what he saw boded no 
good. ‘As to the old woman, you arc pleased to 
trouble about her needlessly,’ he continued. ‘It’s 
true she brought up her fatherless children, and 
raised Epifan and married him off and all that; but 
among the peasants it is the custom, when a mother 
or /athcr hands over the homestead to a son, that 

* The proprietors had to tend a certain proportion of their 
■erft to serve in the army, but they had to be 6t men with 
sound teeth. 

^ Af to the desirability of flo^^giog the peasants. 
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the son and his wife become the masters and the old 
woman has to earn her bread as best she can. Of 
course they have no delicate feciiu^s, but it is the 
usual way among the peasants. So 1 make bold to 
say that the old woman has troubled you needfcssly. 
She is an intelligent woman and a good house- 
keeper, but why trouble the master about every 
trifle? Well, she had a dispute with her daughter- 
in-law, and the daughter-in-law may have pushed 
her — those are women’s affairs! '1 hey might have 
made it up again instead of troubling you. And 
besides, you take it all too much to heart,’ added 
the steward, looking with fatherly tcncU*rnrss and 
condescension at his master who was walking 
silently up the street before him with long strides. 

‘Are you going home, sir.^’ he asked. 

‘No, to sec White David, or the Cioat . . . how is 
he called?’ 

‘Now that’s another sluggard, let me tell you. 
The whole Goat family are like that. Whatever 
vou may do with him nothing helps. 1 drove over 
the peasant fields yesterday, and he has not even 
sown his buckwheat. What is one to do \Nitli such 
people? If only the old man at least taught his son, 
but he is just such a sluggard himself whether it s 

for himself or for the owner he always bungles it 

Both your guardian and I — what have we not done 
to them? He’s been sent to the police-station, and 
been flogged at home — which is what you arc 

pleased to disapprove of. . . 

‘Who? Surely not the old man?’ 

‘The old man, sir. Your guardian has many a 
time had him flogged before the whole Commune. 
But would your Excellence believe it, it had no 
effect! He would give himself a shake, go home, 
and behave just the same. And I must admit that 
David is a cjuiet peasant and not stupid; he doesn t 
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smoke or drink, that is,’ Jacob explained, *but yet 
you see he’s worse than some drunkards. The only 
thing would be to conscript him, or exile him — 
nothing else can be done. The whole Goat family 
are like that. Matryushka, who lives in that hovel, 
is of the same ilunily and is a damned sluggard too. 
But your Excellence docs not require me?’ added 
the stcwiird, noticing that his master was not 
listening to him. 

‘No, you may go,’ replied Nekhlyudov absent- 
mindedly, and went on towards White David’s hut. 

David's hut stood crooked and solitary at the end 
of the village. It had no yard, no kiln, and no barn; 
only some dirty cattle sheds clung to one side of it 
while on the other brushwood and beams, prepared 
for outbuildings, lay all in a heap. Tall green grass 
was growing where there had once been a yard. 
1 here was not a living being near the hut, except 
a pig that lay grunting in a puddle by the threshold. 

Nekhlyiidov kncK'kc'd at a broken window, but as 
no one answered he went into the entry and shouted, 
‘Hullo theie!’ but got no reply to this cither. He 
entt'red the passage, looked into the empty cattle 
stalls, and entered the open door of the hut. An 
old red cock and two hens, jeiking their crops and 
clattering with their claws, were strutting about the 
floor and benches. Seeing a man they spread their 
wings and, cackling desperately, flew against the 
walls, one of them jumping up on the oven. The hut, 
which was not quite lourteen-fbot square, was 
almost filled by the brick oven with its broken 
chimney, a weaving loom that had not been put 
away though it was summer, and a blackened 
table with a warped and cracked top. 

Though it was dry outside there was still a dirty 
puddle inside near the threshold, which had been 
formed by a leak in the roof and ceiling during 
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previous rain. There were no beds. It was difficult 
to believe that the place was inhabited — there was 
such an appearance of absolute neglect and disorder 
both within the hut and outside. Yet White David 
and his whole family lived there, and at that very 
moment, though it was a hot June day, David, 
wrapped head and all in his sheepskin, lay huddled 
in a corner on the top of the oven fast asleep. 
The frightened hen that had alighted there and had 
not yet quieted down was walking over his liack 
without waking him. 

Not seeing anyone in the hut Nekhlyhdov was 
alx>ut to leave, when a long-drawn slobbering sigh 
betrayed the sleeper’s presence. 

‘Hullo, who’s there?’ shouted the master. 

Another long-drawn sigh came from the oven. 

‘Who is there? Come here!’ 

Another sigh, a moan, and a loud yawn replied 
to the master’s call. 

‘Well, what are you about?’ 

Something moved slowly on the oven. The skirt 
of a worn-out sheepskin coat appeared, one big foot 
in a tattered bast shoe came down, and then 
another, and finally the whole of White David 
appeared, sitting on the oven and lazily and dis- 
contentedly rubbing his eyes with his big fist. 
Slowly bending his head he looked round the hut 
I with a yawn, and, seeing his master, began to move 
I a little quicker than before, but still so slowly that 
Nekhlyudov had time to walk some three times from 
the puddle to the loom and back while David was 
getting down from the oven. 

White David was really white: his hair, body, 
I and face were all quite white. He was tall and very 
stout, but stout as peasants are — that is, his whole 
body was stout and not only his stomach — but it 
was a flabby and unhealthy stoutness. Hb rather 
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comely face, with pale blue quiet eyes and broad, 
full beard, bore the impress of ill-health: there was* 
no vestige of sunburn or colour in it; it was all of 
a pale yellow^ish tint with a purple shadow under 
the eyes, and seemed swollen and bloated. His 
hands were pulfy and yellow, like those of people 
suffering from dropsy, and were covered with fine 
white hair. He was so drowsy that he could hardly 
open his eyes or stand without staggering and 
yawning. 

*How is it you arc not ashamed,* Nekhlyiidov 
began, ‘to sleep in broad daylight when you ought 
to be building your out-houses and when you are 
short of grain. . . .’ 

As soon as David came to his senses and began to 
realize that his master was standing before him, he 
folded his hands below his stomach, hung his head, 
inclining it a little on one side, and did not stir a 
limb. He was silent; but the expression of his face 
and the {)osc of his whole body said: ‘I know, 

I know, it’s not the first time I have heard this. 
Well, beat me if you must. I’ll endure it.’ He 
seemed to wish that his master would stop speaking 
and be quick and beat him, even beat him pain- 
fully on his plump cheeks, if having done so he 
would but leave him in peace. Noticing that David 
did not understand him, Nekhlyudov tried by 
various questions to rouse the peasant from hia 
submissively patient taciturnity. 

‘Why did you ask me for timber, and then leave it 
lying about here a whole month, and that too at the 
time when you have most leisure, eh?’ 

David remained persistently silent and did not 
stir. 

‘Come now, answer me !* 

David muttered something and blinked his white 
eyelashes. 
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‘You know one has to work, friend. What would 
there be without work? You see you have no grain 
now, and why? Because your land was badly 
nlouched, not harrowed, and sown too late— and 
all from laziness. You ask me lor grain: well 
suppose I give you some, since you must not starve 

but that sort of thing won’t do. W lio.se gram am 

I to give you? Whose do you think? Camie, 
answer me! VVhose grain am I to give you. 
Nckhlyiidov insisted. .. ,. 

The proprietor’s,’ muttered David, raising his 

eves timidly and questioningly. ^ 

■‘But where does the proprietors gram come 

from? Think of it. Who ploughed and harrowed 
the land? Who sowed and reaped it? ^ he peasants 
Is that not so? Then you sec if I am to give away 
the grain, I ought to give more to those "‘j'* "‘j 
most to produce it, and you have ’ 

They complain about your work on the ^ 

You work least, but ask for your masters grain 
more than anyone. Why should I give .t to you and 
not to others? You know if everybody lay on their 
backs as you do, we should all have » 
ago. One must work, Incnd. This sort of thing 

wrong. Do you hear me, David? u 

T hear, sir,’ muttered David slowly through his 

teeth. 

CHAPTER X 

Jusrr then the head of a peasant 
linen hung on a wooden yoke was ^ 

window, and a moment later David s f 

very fresh-looking and active woman ^ 

entered the hut. Her P«‘:hmarkcd and wrinkly 
face was not handsome, but her straight 
her thin compressed lips and ^ ^ 

intcUigence and energy. The squareness of 
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her shoulders and flatness of her bosom, the leanness 
of her arms and the solid muscles of her dark bare 
legs, bore witness to the fact that she had long since 
ceased to be a woman and had become simply a 
labourer. She hurried into the hut, closed the door, 
pulled down her skirt, and looked angrily at her 
son. Nckhlyiidov was about to speak to her, but she 
turned her back on him and began crossing herself 
before a grimy icon that was visible behind the 
loom. Having finished doing this, she adjusted the 
dirty checked kerchief she wore on her head and 
bowed low to her master. 

‘A pleasant Lord’s day to your Excellency,’ she 
said. ‘God bless you, our father. . . 

When David saw his mother he evidently be- 
came confused, and stooped and hung his head still 
more. 

‘I’hanks, Arina,’ replied Nckhlyiidov. ‘I’ve just 
been speaking to your son about your household.’ 

‘Arina the barge-hauler,’ as the peasants had 
:alled her since she was a girl, rested her chin on her 
ight list, supporting that elbow on the palm of her 
ett hand, and without waiting for the master to 
inish began to speak in such a shrill and ringing 
tone that her voice tilled the whole hut, and from 
outside it might hav’c seemed as if several women 
were talking together. 

‘What’s the use of talking to him, dear sir? He 
can’t even speak like a man. There he stands, the 
lout!’ she continued, contemptuously wngging her 
head at David’s pathetic massive tigurc. ‘What’s 
my household, sir, your Excellency ? We’re paupers. 
You’ve got none woi*se than us in the whole village! 
We can’t do anything for ourselves or for the estate 
—it’s a disgrace ! And it *s him that ’s brought us to 
it, I bore, fed, and reared him, and could scarcely 
wait for him to gixiw up, and now this is what 
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we’ve got at last! He eats the bread, but we get no 
more work out of him tlian from that rotten log. 
All he does is to lie on the oven, or stand lik<r that 
and scratch his empty pate,’ she went on, mimicking 
him. ‘If only you would fiightcn him a bit, sir. 

I ask it myself — punish him lor Clod s sake, or send 
him to the army. There’s no other way out. lean 
do nothing with him — that’s how it is. 

‘Now isn’t it a sin for you to biing your inotner to 
this, David?’ said Nekhlyiidov leproachiully, turn- 
ing to the peasant. 

David did not budge. , , -.u .u- 

‘If he were sickly now,’ Arina continued with the 

same animated gestures, ‘but look at him, f * 

big as the mill chimney! You would tlniik ^ 

be enough of him to do some work, the lubberly 

lout; but no, he’s taking a rest on the oven, the 

sluggard. And if he does start on anything my ey^ 

grow tired of looking at him before he s 

get up, turn round, and get anything done, she 

shoulders awkwardly from side to side. lo-day 
for instance, my old man hm.self went to kuh 

brushwood from the " ,”As 

holes for the posts: but not he, didn t 
take the spade in his hands. . . . She , 

moment. ‘He’s done for rnc, lone * 

I am!’ she suddenly shrieked, flomishing her ari^ 

I and going up to her son with a threatening gesture. 
‘You fat lazy mug! God forgive me. . . . 

She turned contemptuously and d« 

peration from him, spat, and 

[^in addressed her master with the «me anin^_ 
^ tion still waving her arms. I m all alone, hene 
Sr i My old Ln i. ill, old. and ihoro’. "Ot 
good in hiln cither, and I have '» ‘*“,^'5?; 

thing alone. It’s enough to crush a stone. To die 
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would be better, that would end it. He has worn 
me out, the wretch ! Really, father. I’m at the end 
of my tether! My daughtcr-in-law died of over- 
work, and so shall I.’ 

CHAPTER XI 

•Died of what?’ Nokhlyndov asked incredulously. 

‘From overwork, hen(*fartor, as (iod is holy, she 
was used up. VVe took her from Babiirino the year 
before last,’ continued Arina, and her angr>^ expres- 
sion suddenly chang<*d to a sad and tearful one. 
‘She was a fjuict, fresh-looking young woman, dear 
sir. She had lived in comfort as a girl at her father’s 
and had not known want; but wlien she came to us 
and knew what our work was -work on the 
master’s estate an<l at home and evc’cywhere, . . . 
She and I alone to do it. It is nothing to me! I’m 
used to it. But slie was with child, tlcar sir, and 
began to sulTer [)ain, and was always woiking be- 
yond her strength, and she overdid it poor thing. 
A year ago, during St. Peter's Fast,* to her mis- 
fortune, she boie a son. Wc hatl no bread: we had 
to eat anything, just an\ thing, and there was urgent 
work to be done and her milk dried up. It was her 
first baby, we had no cow, and how can we peasants 
rear a baby by hand? Well, she was a woman and 
fix)lisli “that made her grieve still more. And when 
the baby died she wept and wept for him, lamented 
and lamented, and there was want and the work 
had to be done, and things got worse and worse: 
she was so worn out in tlie summer that at the 
Feast of the Intercession^ she herself died. It was 
he who destroyed her— the beast!* she repeated, 
turning willi despairing anger to her son. ‘What 

* The tc.-ist of St. Peter and St. Paul is June 9th, o.s. 

* October 1st, o.s. 
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I wanted to ask of your Exrollonce . . she wont on 
after a pause, lowering her voice and Ixiwinu. 

‘What is it?’ Nckhlyudov asked absciu-inindedly, 
still agitated by her stor\^ 

‘You see he is still a young man. What work ran 
be expected from me? Fm alive to-day but sliall be 
dead to-morrow. How is he to get on without a 
wile? He won’t be a worker for y(iu. . . . 'I hink of 
toinothing for us. You arc as a lather to us.’ 

‘You mean you want to get liim mairied.’^ Well, 
all right.’ 

merciful, you who arc a fitlKT and rnotlier 
tousl’ and on her making a sign to her son, they 
both dropped on their kne(‘s at their mast(‘r\s f<*et. 

‘Why do you how in such a wav?’ Nt^khlyudov 
said irritably, raising her by the .shoulder. ‘Oan’t 
you say w’hat you w'ant to say simply? You know 
I don’t like grovellings. Ciet your son manic*d if 
^ you like. I shall l.>c very glad il you know ol a wile 
for him.’ 

llic old woman rose and began ru])birig her dry 
eyes with her sleeve. David follow’<‘d Ikt (‘xamplc 
and having rubbed his eyes with his pnlly list con- 
tinued to stand in th<' same jiati<*iitly meek altitude 
listening to w^hat Arina said. 

‘There arc girls— of course there are, 'l liere’s 
Vaska Mikhay’s girl, she’s all right, but sh(^ won’t 
consent unless it’s your wi.li.’ 

‘Doesn’t she agree?’ 

‘No, benefactor, not if she’s to marr\' hv con’^ent.’ 

‘Then what’s to be done? I can’t lompcd her. 
Look out for someone else — if not one of ours, one 
from another village. I’ll buy her out if she comes 
willingly, but I won’t force her to marry. There is 
no law that allows that, and it would l>e a great 
sin.’ 

‘Eh, eh, benefactor! Is il likely, seeing what our 
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life is and our poverty, that any girl would come of. 
her own accord? Even the poorest soldier’s wife^ 
wouldn’t agree to such poverty. What peasant will 
give liis girl into a house like this? A desperate man 
woifldn’t do it. Why, we’re paupers, beggars. 
They’d say that we have starved one to death and 
that the same would happen to their daughter. 
Who would give his girl?’ she added, shaking her 
head dubiously. ‘Just consider, your Excellence.’ 

‘But what can I do?’ 

‘Think of something for us, dear sir,’ Arina 
repeated earnestly. ‘What are we to do?’ 

‘But what can I contiive? I can’t do anything at 
all in such a case.’ 

‘Who is to arrange it for us if not you?’ said 
Arina, hanging down her head and spreading her 
arms out in mournful peiplcxity. 

‘As to the grain you asked for, I’ll give ordei^ that 
you shall have some — ’ said the master after a pause, 
during which Aifna kept sighing and David echoed 
her. ‘I can’t do anything more.’ 

And Nekhlyudov went out into die passage. The 
mother and son followed him, bowing. 


CHAPTER XII 

‘On, wliat a life mine is!* Arina said, sighing 
deeply. 

She stopped and looked angrily at her son. 
David at once turned and clumsily lifting his thick 
foot in its enormous and dirty bast shoe heavily over 
tlic threshold, disappeared through the door. 

‘What am I to do with him, master?’ Arina went 
on. ‘You see yourself what he is like. He is not a 
bad man, doesn’t drink, is gentle, and wouldn’t 
harm a child — it would be a sin to say otherwise. 
There’s nothing bad in him, and God only knows 
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what has happened to make him his own enemy. 
He himself is sad about it. Would you believe it, 
sir my heart bleeds when I look at him and see how 
he’ suffers. Whatever he may be, I l>ore hini and 
pity him — oh, how I pity him! ... \ ou see it s not 
M if he went against me, or his father, or the 
authorities. He’s timid-like a little child, so to 

say. How can he live a widower? Arrange somp 
thing for us, benefactor!’ she said again, evidently 
aiucious to remove the bad impression her bitter 
words might have produced on the master. iJo 
vou know, sir, your Kxcellence,’ she went on m a 
confidential whisper, ‘I have thought one thing 
and another and can’t imagine why he is like that. 
It can only be that bad folk have bewitched him. 

She remained silent for a while. , , 

‘If I could find the right man, he might be cured. 

‘What nonsense you talk, Arina. How can a man 


be bewitched?’ . , . 

‘Oh, my dear sir, a man can be so licwitched that 

he’s never again a man ! As if there 
bad people in the world! Out of spite they 11 uke 
a handful of earth from a man’s footprints ... or 
something of that sort ... and he is no longer a 
man. Is^evil far from us? I’ve been t^mking- 
shouldn’t I go to old Dundtik who lives in \ ort> 
bevka? He knows all sorts of charms and herbs, 
and removes spells and makes water flow from a 
cross. Perhaps he would help !’ said the old woman. 

‘Maybe he would cure him. 

‘Now there is poverty and ignorance. 
the young master as he strode with big steps K 
the village, sorrowfully hanging his head. Wl^ 
am I to do with him? It’s impossible to leave him 
‘ like that, both for my own sake and on account of 
the example to others, as v/cW as for himself; he 
said, counting off these different reasons on his 
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fingers. ‘I can’t bear to see him in such a state, but 
how am I to get him out of it? He ruins all my best 
plans for the estate. ... As long as there are 
peasants like that my dreams will never be realized,’ 
he reflected, experiencing vexation and anger 
against White David for ruining his plans. ‘Shall 
I have him sent to Siberia, as Jacob suggests, since 
he doesn’t want to get on; or send him to be a 
soldier? I should at least be rid of him and should 
save another and better peasant from being con- 
scripted,* he argued to himself. 

He thought of this with satisfaction; but at the 
same time a vague consciousness told him that he 
was thinking with only one side of his mind and that 
it was not right.- He stopped. ‘Wait a bit, what 
was I thinking about?’ he asked himself. ‘Oh yes, 
into the army or to exile. But what for? He is a 
good man, better than many others — and besides 
what do I know. . . . Shall I set him free?’ he 
thought, not now considering the question with 
only one side of his mind as previously. ‘That 
would be unfair and iinixjssible.’ But suddenly a 
tliought occurred to him which pleased him very 
much, and he smiled with the expression of a man 
who has stilved a diflicult problem. ‘Take him into 
my house, he reflected, ‘observe him myself and 
get hiin used to work and reform him by kindness, 
persuasion, and a proper choice of occupation.’ 


CHAPTER XIII 

^ said Nekhlyiidov to h im- 

sell \^^tn cheerful self-satisfaction, and remembering 
that he still had to see the rich peasant Dutlov he 
turned towards a tall roomy homestead with two 
chimneys, that stood in the middle of the village. 
As he drew near it he met at the neighbouring hut 
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a plainly dressed woman of about forty coming to 
meet him. 

‘A pleasant holiday, sir!’ said she without any 
sign of timidity, stopping beside him, smiling 
pleasantly and bowing. • 

‘Good morning, nurse,’ he replied. ‘How are 
you? I am going to see your nciglibour.’ 

‘Yes, your Excellence, that’s a good thing. But 
won’t you please come in? My old man would be 
so glad I’ 

‘Well, I’ll come in and we’ll have a talk, nurse. 
Is this your hut?’ 

‘That’s it, sir.’ 

The woman, who had been his wet-nurse, ran on 
in front. Following her into the entry Nckhlyudov 
sat down on a barrel and lit a cigarette. 

‘It’s hot in there. Let’s sit out here and have a 
chat,* he said in answer to his nurse’s invitation to 
enter the hut. The nurse was still a fresh-lcx)king 
and handsome woman. Her features, and especially 
her large dark eyes, much resembled those of her 
master. She folded her arms under her apron and 
looking fearlessly at Nekhlytidov, and continually 
moving her head, began to talk. 

‘Why arc you pleased to honour Htitlov with a 
visit, sir?’ 

‘I want him to rent land from me, about thirty 
dcsyatlns,' and start a farm, and also buy a forest 
jjointly with me. You sec he has money, so why 
should it lie idle? What do you think of it, nurse?’ 

‘Well, why not? Of course, sir, everyone knows 
that the Dtitlovs are strong people. I reckon he’s 
the leading peasant on the whole estate,’ the nurse 
^^answered, swaying her head. ‘Last year they put 
'^up another building with their own timber, without 
troubling you. They must have at least eighteen 
* A desyatin is nearly two and three-quarter acres. 

H 2 
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horses, apart from foals and colts, and as to cattle 
and sheep — when the women go out into the street 
to drive them in it’s a sight to see how they crowd 
the gateway, and they must also have two hundred 
hives of bees if not more. Diitlov is a very strong 
peasant and must have money.’ 

*Do you think he has much money?’ asked 
Nckhlyiidov, 

‘People say — it may be their spite — that the old 
man has a good lot of money. Naturally he won’t 
talk about it or tell his sons, but he must have. Why 
shouldn’t he be interested in a forest? Unless he 
may be afraid of the talk spreading of his having 
money. Some five years back he took up meadows 
in a small way, in shares with Shkalik, the inn- 
keeper, but either Shkalik swindled him or some- 
thing happened, and the old man lost some three 
hundred rubles and since then he has given it up. 
How can they help being well-to-do, your Ex- 
cellency?’ the nurse went on. ‘They have three 
allotments of lands, a big family all of them 
workers, and the old man himself— there’s no deny- 
ing it — is a capital manager. He has such luck 
everywhere that people all wonder; what with his 
grain, his horses, and cattle, and bees, and his sons. 
He’s got them all married now. He used to find 
wives for them among our own people, but now 
he’s got Ilyushka married to a free girl — he paid 
for her emancipation himself— and she, too, has 
turned out well.* 

‘And do they live peaceably?’ 

‘Where there’s a real head to a house there’s 
always peace. Take the Diitlovs — of course the 
daughtei^-in-law have words behind the oven, but 
with their father at the head the sons live in unity 
all the same.’ 

The nurse paused a little. 
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‘It seems that the old man wants to make his 
eldest son Karp head of the house now. “I am 
getting old,** he says. “My place is to see to the 
bees.*’ Well, Karp is a good peasant, a careful 
peasant, but all the same he won’t be anything like 
the old man was as a manager — he hasn’t the same 
sense.* 

Then Karp may like to take up tlie land and the 
forest. What do you think?’ Nekhlyudov asked, 
wishing to get from his nurse all that she knew 
about her neighbours. 

‘Scarcely, sir,* she replied. ‘The old man hasn’t 
told his son anything about his mon»‘y. As long as 
he lives and the money is in his house, the old man 
will control things; besides, they go in chielly for 
carting.* 

‘And you think the old man won’t consent?* 

‘He will be afraid.’ 

‘But what of?’ 

‘But how can a serf belonging to a master let it 
be known what he has got, sir? In a haj)less hour 
he might lose all his money! When he went into 
business with the inn-keeper and made a mistake, 
how could he go to law with him? So the money 
A'as lost. And with his proprietor he’d get settled 
It once.* 

‘Oh, is that it? . . .* said Nekhlyudov flushing. 
‘Well, good-bye nurse.’ 

‘Good-bye, dear sir, your Excellence. Thank you 
kindly.* 

CHAPTER XIV 

'Hadn’t I better go home?* thought Nekhlyudov as 
he approached Diitlov’s gate, feeling an indefinite 
sadness and moral weai ir ess. 

But at that moment the new plank gates opened 
before hii* with a creak, and in the gateway 
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appeared a handsome, ruddy, fair-haired lad c 
eighteen dressed as a stage-coach-driver and lead 
ing three strong-limbed shaggy horses, which wen 
still perspiring Briskly shalcing back his flaxei 
hair he bowed to the master. 

‘Is your father at home, Ilyd?* asked Nekhlyiidov, 

‘He’s in the apiary at the back of the yard,' 
replied the lad, leading one horse after the other 
out through the half-open gate. 

‘No, ril keep to my intention and make him the 
ofler, and do what depends on me,’ Nekhlyiidov 
thought, and letting the horses pass out he entered 
Dutlov’s large yard. He could see that the manure 
had recently been carted away: the earth was still 
dark and damp, and here and there, especially by 
the gateway, lay bits of reddish, fibrous manure. 
In the yard and under the high penthouse stood 
many carts, ploughs, sledges, troughs, tubs, and 
peasant property of all kinds, in good order. 
Pigeons flew about and cooed in the shade under 
the broad strong rafters. There was a smell of 
manure and tar in the place. In one corner Karp 
and IgnAt were fixing a new transom under a large 
iron-bound three-horse cart. Dutlov’s three sons all 
bore a strong family resemblance. The youngest, 
Ilyd, whom Nekhlyiidov had met by the gate, had 
no beard and was shorter, ruddier, and more 
smartly dressed than the others. The second, Igndt, 
was taller, darker, had a pointed beard, and though 
also wearing boots, a driver’s shirt, and a felt hat. 
had not such a festive and carefree appearance af 
his younger brother. The eldest, Karp, was stib 
taller, and was wearing bast shoes, a grey coat, 
and a shirt without gussets. He had a large red 
beard and looked not only serious but almost 
gloomy. 

‘Shail I send father to you, your Excellence?’ he 
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Bleed, coming up to his master and awkwardly 
making a slight bow. 

‘No, ril go myself to the apiary and see his 
arrangements there . . . but I want to speak to you/ 
said Nekhlyudov stepping to the opposite side of the 
yard so that Igndt should not hear what he was 
about to say to Karp. 

The self-confidcnce of these two peasants and a 
certain pride in their deportment, as well as what 
lis nurse had told him, so embarrassed the young 
naster that he did not find it easy to speak of the 
business he had in mind. He had a sort of guilty 
feeling and it seemed to him easier to speak to one 
brother out of hearing of the others. Karp seemed 
surprised that the master should take him aside, 
but followed him. 

This isw^hat it is,’ Nekhlyudov began hesitatingly. 
‘I wanted to ask, have you many horses?’ 

‘We can muster five troyka teams, (ind tfierc are 
some foals too,’ Karp answered readily, scratching 
his back. 

‘Do your brothers drive the stage-coach?’ 

‘We drive stage-coaches with three trdykas, and 
Ilya has l)ccn away carting; he’s only just back.’^ 

‘And does that pay? What do you earn by it?’ 

‘Earnings, your Excellence? At most wc feed 
ourselves and the horses — and thank God for that.’ 

‘Then why don’t you take up something else? 
You might buy some forest or rent land.’ 

‘Of course, your Excellence, wc might rent land 
if there were any handy.’ 

‘That is what I want to propose to you. Instead 
of the carting business that docs no more than keep 
you, why not rent some thirty desyatins of land 
ibom me? I’ll let you have that whole strip beyond 
SApov and you could start your own farming on a 
tai^ scale/ 
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And Nckhlyudov, carried away by the plan foi 
a peasant farm which he had repeatedly thought 
out and considered, went on to explain his offerj 
no longer hesitatingly. Karp listened very atten- 
tively to his master’s words. 

‘Wc are very grateful to your honour,’ he said 
when Nekhlyiidov, having finished, looked at him 
inquiringly expecting an answer. ‘Of course it is 
not a bad plan. It’s better for a peasant to work on 
the land than to drive with a whip in his hand. 
Getting among strangers and seeing all sorts of 
people, the likes of us get spoilt. There is nothing 
better for a peasant than to work the land.’ 

‘Then what do you think of it?’ 

‘As long as father is alive what can I think, your 
Excellence? It is as he pleases.’ 

‘Take me to the apiary. I’ll talk to him.’ 

‘This way, please,’ said Karp, walking slowly 
towards the barn -at the back. He opened a low 
door that led to the apiary, and having let his 
master pass, and shut the door behind him, returned 
to Igndt and silendy resumed his interrupted work. 

CHAPTER XV 

Nekhlyudov, stooping, passed from under the 
shade of the penthouse through the low doorway to 
the apiary beyond the yard. Symmetrically placed 
hives covered with pieces of board stood in a small 
space surrounded by a loosely-woven fence of straw 
and wattle. Golden bees circled noisily round the 
hives, and the place was flooded by the hot brilliant 
beams of the June sun. From the door a trodden 
path led to a wooden shrine on which stood a small 
tinsel-laced icon which glittered in the sunlight. 
Several graceful young lime trees, stretching their 
curly crowns above the thatch of the neighbouring 
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building, mingled the just audible rustic of their 
fresh dark-green foliage with the humming of the 
bees. On the fine curly grass that crept in l^etwccn 
the hives lay black and sharply defined sltadows of 
the roofed fence, of the lime trees, and of the liivrs 
with their board roofs. At the door of a frcshly- 
ihatclied wooden shed that stood among the limes 
could be seen the short, bent figure of an old man 
"whose uncovered grey head, with a bakl ])alrh, 
shone in the sun. On hearing the creak of the door 
f the old man turned and, wiping his perspiring sun- 
burnt face with the skirt of his smock, came with a 
mild and pleasant smile to meet his master. 

It was so cosy, pleasant, and quiet in the sun-lit 
apiary; the grey-haired old man with the fine, close 
^^rinkles radiating from his eyes who, with large 
shoes on his bare feet, came waddling and smiling 
Nvith good-natured self-satisfaction to welcome his 
master to his own private domain, was so simple- 
hearted and kind that Nekhlyudov immediately 
forgot the unpleasant impressions he had received 
that morning, and his cherished dream vividly re- 
curred to him. He saw all his peasants as well off 
and kindly as old Diitlov, and all smiling happily 
and affectionately at him because they were in- 
debted to him alone for their wealth and happiness. 

‘Wouldn’t you like a net, your Excellence? The 
bees are angry now, and sting,’ said the old man, 
taking down from the fence a diity linen bag 
attached to a bark hoop and smelling of honey, and 
offering it to his master. ‘The bees know nie and 
don’t sting me,’ he added with the mild smile that 
seldom left his handsome sunburnt face. 

‘Then I don’t want it either. Are they swamiing 
yet?’ Nckhlytidov asked, also smiling, without 
knowing why. 

‘Hardly swarming, sir, Dmitri Nikolaevich,* 
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replied the old man, expressing a special endearment 
by addressing his master by his Christian name and 
patronymic. ‘Why, theyVe only just begun to be 
activ^. You know what a cold spring it has been.* 

‘I have been reading in a book,’ Nekhlyiidov 
began, driving off a bee which had got into his hair 
and buzzed Just above his ear, ‘that if the combs are 
placed straight up, fixed to little laths, the bees 
swarm earlier. For this purpose hives are made of 
boards with cross-pieces. . . 

‘Please don’t wave your arm about, it makes 
them worse,’ said the old man. ‘Hadn’t you better 
have the net?’ 

Nekhlyiidov was in pain; but a certain childish 
vanity made him reluctant to own it, and so he 
again declined the net and continued to tell the old 
man about the construction of beehives of which 
he had read in Maison Rustique and in which, he 
believed, there would be twice as many swarms; but 
a bee stung him on the neck and he grew confused 
and hesitated in the midst of his description. 

‘It’s true, sir, Dmitri Nikolaevich,’ said the old 
man, looking with fatherly condescension at his 
master, ‘people do write in books. But it may be 
that it is written wrongly. Perhaps they say “he’ll 
do as we advise, and then we’ll laugh at him.” 
That does happen! How can one teach the bees 
where to build their comb ? They do it themselves 
according to the hive, sometimes across it and 
sometimes lengthways. There, please look in,’ he 
added, op)ening one of the nearest hives and looking 
into the opening where buzzing bees were crawling 
about on the crooked combs. ‘These arc young 
ones: they have their mind on the queen bee, but 
they make the comb straight or to one side as best 
fits the hive,’ continued the old man, evidently 
carried away by his favourite subject and not 
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noticing his master’s condition. ‘See, they’re coining 
in laden to-day. It’s a warm day and everything 
can be seen,’ he added, closing the opening and 
pressing a crawling bee with a rag and then^with 
his hand brushing several from his wrinkled neck. 
The bees did not sting him, but Nekhlyiklov could 
hardly refrain from running away from the apiary: 
they had stung him in three places and were buzzing 
all round his head and neck. 

‘How many hives have you?’ he asked, stepping 
back towards the door. 

‘As many as God has given,’ replied Dutlov 
laughingly. ‘One mustn’t count them, sir. I'hc 
bees don’t like it. There now, your Excellence, I 
wanted to ask your honour something,’ he con- 
tinued, pointing to some narrow hives standing 
near the fence. It’s about Osip, your nurse’s 
husband — if you would only speak to him. It’s 
wrong to act so to a neighl)our in one’s own 
village,’ 

‘What is bad? . . • Oh, but they do sting!’ said 
the master, with his hand already on the door-handle. 

‘Well, you see, every year he lets his lx*es out 
among my young ones. They ought to have a 
chance to improve, but the strange l>ecs enter the 
combs and take the wax from them,’ said the old 
man, not noticing his master’s grimaces. 

‘All right . . . afterw’ards ... in a moment . . / 
muttered Nckhlyudov, and unable to bear the pain 
any longer he ran quickly through the door waving 
both hands. 

‘Rub it with earth and it will be all right,’ said 
the old man, following the master into the yard. 
The master rubbed the places that had been stung 
with earth, flushed as he gave a quick glance at 
Karp and Ignat, who were not looking at him, and 
frowned angrily. 
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might be found. This carting work makes a young 
fellow go anywhere and see all sorts of people and he 
may get spoilt,’ he added, repeating Karp’s words. 

‘What are we peasants to take up, li not carting . 
rejoined the old man, with a mild smile. ‘On 
carting job a man has enough to eat himself, and 
the horses have enough. As to getting spoilt, it s 
not the first time the lads have l>ecn carting, and I 
used to go myself and got nothing bad from anyone 

There^s^plenty of work you could do at home: 

‘^"how*" could we,' your Lxcellcncy?’ 
rupted with animation. ‘We are Imiiii o i s, 
know all about it, it’s suitable work fiir us. the 
pkalntest work for us, your Excellence, . car ing. 

‘May we ask your Excellence to do us the h >11 
to come to the hut? You have not been there since 
our house-warming,’ said the 
and making a sign to his son ‘ V’ 

hut and the old man followed with Nekhlyudov. 

CHAPTER XVII 
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ceiling. In the cradle, breathing softly, lay an 
infant with eyes closed and outstretched limbs. 
Karp’s wife, a plump, red-cheeked woman, stood 
by the oven shredding onions over a wooden bowl, 
her sleeves turned up above her elbows, showing 
her hands and arms tanned to above her wrists. A 
pock-marked pregnant woman stood beside the 
oven hiding her face with her sleeve. It was hot in 
the hut, for besides the heat of the sun there was the 
heat of the oven, and there was a strong smell of 
freshly-baked bread. From the sleeping places 
aloft two fair-haired little boys and a girl, who had 
climbed up there while awaiting dinner, looked 
down with curiosity on the master. 

The sight of this prosperity pleased Nekhlyudov 
and yet he felt embarrassed in the presence of these 
women and children, who were all looking at him. 
He sat down on the bench, blushing. 

‘Give me a bit of hot bread, I like it,’ he said, and 
flushed still more. 

Karp’s wife cut off a big bit, and handed it to the 
master on a plate. Nekhlyudov said nothing, not 
knowing what to say; the women were also silent, 
and the old man kept mildly smiling. 

‘Really now, what am I ashamed of— just as if 
I had done something wrong?’ thought Nekhlyudov. 
‘Why shouldn’t I suggest their starting a farm? 
What stupidity. . . !’ Yet he still kept silent. 

‘Well, sir, how about the lads? What arc your 
orders?’ said the old man. 

‘Well I should advise you not to let them go but 
to find them work here,’ Nekhlyudov said, suddenly 
gaining courage. ‘Do you know what I have thought 
of for you? Join me in buying a grove in the State 
forest, and some land too.’ 

‘How could I, your Excellence? Where is the 
money to come from?’ the old man interrupted him. 
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^Only a small grove, you know, for about two 
hundred rubles,’ Nekhlyudov remarked. 

The old man smiled grimly. 

‘If I had the money, why not buy it?’ he said. 

‘Have you no longer that amount?’ said the 
master reproachfully. 

‘Oh sir, your Excellence!’ said the old man in a 
sorrowful voice, looking towards the door. T have 
^enough to do to keep the family. It’s not for us to 
buy groves.’ 

‘But you have the money, why should it lie idle?’ 
insisted Nekhlyddov. 

The old man suddenly became greatly agitated; 
his eyes glittered and his shoulders began to 
twitch. 

Maybe evil persons have said it of me,’ he l>rgan 
in a trembling voice, ‘but believe me, I say Indore 
God,’ he went on, becoming more and more excited 
and turning towards the icon, ‘may my eyes burst, 
may I fall through the ground here, if I have any- 
thing but the fifteen niblcs 1 1yd brought home and 
even then I have the poll-tax to pay. You know 
yourself we have built the cottage . . 

‘Well, all right, all right!’ said the master, rising. 
‘Good-bye, friends.’ 

CHAPTER XVIII 

‘My God, my God!* thought Nekhlyudov as he 
walked home with big strides through the shady 
avenues of his neglected garden, absent-mindedly 
plucking twigs and leaves on his way. ‘Can it be 
that ail my dreams of the aims and duties of my life 
arc mere nonsense? When I planned this path of 
life I fancied that I should always experience the 
complete moral satisfaction I felt when the idea 
first occurred to me — so why do I now feel so 
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depressed and sad and dissatisfied with myself?* 
And he remembered with extraordinary vividness 
and distinctness that happy moment a year before. 

He had got up very early that May morning, 
before anyone else in the house, feeling painfully 
agitated by the secret, unformulated impulses of 
youth, and had gone first into the garden and then 
into the forest, where he wandered about alone 
amid the vigorous, luscious, yet peaceful works of 
nature, suffering from an exuberance of vague feel- 
ing and finding no expression for it. With all the 
charm of the unknown his youthful imagination 
pictured to him the voluptuous form of a woman, 
and it seemed to him that here it was — the fulfil- 
ment of that unexpressed desire. But some other, 
deeper feeling told him: ‘Not that,* and impelled 
him to seek something else. Then his inexperienced, 
ardent mind, rising higher and higher into realms 
of abstraction, discovered, as it seemed to him, the 
laws of being, and he dwelt on those thoughts with 
proud delight. But again a higher feeling told him: 
‘Not that,’ and once more agitated him and forced 
him to continue his search. Empty of thought and 
feeling — a condition which always follows in- 
tensive activity — he lay on his back under a tree 
and began to gaze at the translucent morning 
clouds drifting across the limitless blue sky above 
him. Suddenly without any reason tears filled his 
eyes and, Heaven knows why, a definite thought to 
which he clung with delight entered his mind, 
filling his whole soul — the thought that love and 
goodness arc truth and happiness — the only truth 
and the only happiness possible in the world. And 
this time his deeper feeling did not say: ‘Not that,* 
and he rose and began to verify this new thought. 
‘This is it! This! So it is!’ he said to himself in 
ecstasy, looking at all the phenomena of life in the 



A LANDlSRirS^Sl(^^ 

ght of this newly-discovered and as it seemed to 
im perfectly novel truth, which displaced his 
>rincr convictions. ‘What rubbish is all I knew and 
3vcd and believed in,’ he said to himself. ‘Love, 
elf-denial — that is the only true liappinea^ — a 
lappiness independent of chance !’ and he smiled 
md flourished his arms. Applying this thought to 
U1 sides of life and finding it confirmed by life as 
ATcll as by the inner voice which told him, ‘'fhis is 
it/ he experienced a new sensation of joyful agita- 
tion and delight. ‘And so, to be happy I must do 
good,’ he thought, and his whole future presented 
itself to him no longer in the abstract, but in vivid 
pictures of a landed proprietor’s life. 

He saw before him an immense field of action for 
his whole life, which he would devote to well-doing 
and in which consequently he would be ha|)py. 
There was no need to search for a sphere of activity: 
it lay ready before him; he had a direct duty — he 
owned serfs. . . . And what a joyful and grateful 
task lay before him! ‘To influence this simple, 
receptive, unperverted class of people; to save them 
from poverty, give them a sufficiency, transmit to 
them an education which fortunately I poss(‘ss, to 
reform their vices arising from ignorance and super- 
stition, to develop their morality, to make them 
love the right. . . , What a brilliant, happy future! 
And I, who do it all for my own happiness, shall in 
i return enjoy their gratitude, and sec my.sclf 
advancing day by day further and further tow^ards 
the appointccl aim. A marvellous future! How 
could I have failed to sec it before?’ 

‘And besides all that,’ he thought at the same 
time, ‘What prevents my being happy in the love of 
• woman, in the joys of family life?’ And his 
youthful imagination painted a still more enchant- 
ing future. ‘I and my wife, whom I love as no one 
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ever before loved anyone in the world, will always 
live amid this peaceful poetic nature, with our 
children and perhaps with my old aunt. We 
have our mutual love, our love for our children, 
and we both know that our aim is to do good. We 
help each other to move towards that goal. I shall 
make general arrangements, give general and just 
assistance, carry on the farm, a savings-bank and 
workshops, while she, with her pretty little head, 
wearing a simple white dress which she lifts above 
her dainty foot, walks through the mud to the 
peasant school, to the infirmary, to some unfortu- 
nate peasant who strictly speaking does not deserve 
aid, and everywhere brings consolation and help. 
The children, the old men, and the old women, 
adore her and look on her as an angel — as Provi- 
dence. Then she returns, and conceals from me the 
fact that she has been to see the unfortunate 
peasant and given him some money; but I know it 
all and embrace her tightly, and firmly and 
tenderly kiss her lovely eyes, her shyly blushing 
cheeks, and her smiling rosy lips.’ 

CHAPTER XIX 

‘Where are those dreams?’ thought the young man 
now as he neared his house after his visits. ‘For 
more than a year I have been seeking happiness in 
that way, and what have I found? It is true I 
sometimes feel that I have a right to be satisfied 
with myself, but it is a dry, reasoning sort of satis- 
faction. No, that is not true, I am simply dis- 
satisfied with myself! I am dissatisfied because I do 
not find happiness here, and I long for happiness 
so passionately. 1 have not only experienced no 
enjoyment, I have cut myself off from all that gives 
it. Why? What for? Who is the better for it? My 
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unt was right when she wrote that it is easier 
3 find happiness for oneself than to give it to others, 
lave my peasants grown richer? Are they more 
ducated or morally more developed? Not at all! 
They arc no better off, and it grows harder for me 
:very day. If I saw my plans succeeding, or met 
^ith any gratitude . . . but no, I see a false routine, 
^dee, suspicion, helplessness. I am wasting the best 
years of my life in vain,’ he thought, and re* 
membered that he had heard from his nurse that 
his neighbours called him a whipper-snapper; that 
he had no money left in the counting-house, that 
his newly-introduced threshing machine, to the 
general amusement of the peasants, had only 
whistled and had not threshed anything when for 
tlic first time it was started at the threshing-floor 
before a large audience; and that he had to expect 
officials from the Land Court any day to lake an 
inventory of his estate because, tempted by diflerent 
new undertakings, he had let the paymcnt.s on his 
niortgage lapse. And suddenly, as vividly as the 
walk in the forest and the dream of a landlord’s life 
had presented themselves to his mind lx;forc, so 
now did his little room in Moscow, where as a 
student he had sat late at night, by the light of one 
candle, with his beloved sixteen-year-old friend and 
comrade. They had read and repeated some dry 
notes on civic law for five hours on end, and having 
finished them had sent for supper and gone shares 
in the price of a bottle of champagne, and dis* 
cussed the future awaiting them. How very 
different the future had appeared to the young 
student! Then it had been full of enjoyment, of 
varied activities, of brilliant success, and indubit- 
ably led them both to what then seemed the 
greatest blessing in the world — fame! 

‘He is already getting on, rapidly getting on, 
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along that road,* thought Nekhlyiidov of his friend 

‘while I . . ^ 

But by this time he was already approaching the 
porch of his house, where ten or more peasant- and 
dorr»estic-serfs stood awaiting him with various 
requests, and his dreams were replaced by realities. 

There was a tattered, dishevelled, blood-stained 
peasant woman who complained with tears that 
her father-in-law wanted to kill her: there were 
two brothers, who for two years had been quarrel- 
ling about the division of a peasant farm between 
them, and now stood gazing at one another with 
desperate hatred: and tlicre was an unshaven grey- 
headed domestic serf, with hands trembling from 
drunkenness, whom his son, the gardener, had 
brought to the master with a complaint of his 
depraved conduct: there was a peasant who had 
turned his wife out of the house because she had not 
worked all spring: and there was his w'ife, a sick 
woman who did not speak, but sat on the grass near 
the entrance, sobbing and showing an inflamed and 
swollen leg roughly bandaged with dirty rags. . . . 

Nekhlyudov listened to all the petitions and 
complaints, and having given advice to some, 
settled the disputes of others, and made promises to 
yet others, went to his room with a mixed feeling of 
weariness, shame, helplessness, and remorse. 

CHAPTER XX 

In the room occupied by Nekhlyudov — which was 
not a large one — there was an old leather couch 
studded with brass nails, several armchairs of a 
similar kind, an old-fashioned carved and inlaid 
card-table with a brass rim, which stood open and 
on which were some papers, and an open, old- 
fashioned English grand piano with a yellowish 
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tasc and worn and warped narrow keys. Between 
the windows hung a large nmirror in an old gilt 
carved frame. On the floor beside the table lay 
bundles of papers, books, and accounts. In general 
the whole room had a disorderly and characterless 
appearance, and this air ofuntidy occupancy formed 
a sharp contrast to the stiff, old-fashioned aristo- 
cratic arrangement of the other rooms of the large 
lioijse. 

On entering the room Nckhlyiidov angrily flung 
his hat on the table and sat down on a chair before 
the piano, crossing his legs and hanging his head. 

‘Will you have lunch, your Kxccllence?* asked a 
tall, thin, wrinkled old woman who entered the 
room in a cap, a print dress, and a large shawl. 

Nekhlyudov turned to look at her and w^as silent 
for a moment as if considering something. 

‘No, I don’t want any, nurse,’ he said, and again 
sank into thought. 

The old nurse shook her head at him with vexa- 
tion, and sighed. 

‘Eh, Dmitri Nikolaevich, why arc you moping? 
There arc worse troubles! It will pass— l>c sure it 
will . . / 

‘But I’m not moping. What has put that into 
your head, Malanya Finogenovna?’ replied Nc- 
khlyiidov trying to smile. 

‘How can you help moping — don’t I see?* the 
old nurse retorted warmly. ‘All alone the whole day 
long. And you take everything so to heart and see 
to everything yourself— and now you hardly cat 
anything. Is it reasonable? If only you went to 
town or visited your neighbours, but who ever saw 
the likes of this? You arc young to trouble so about 
t?vcrything. . . . Excuse me, master, I’ll sit down,’ 
•he continued, taking a chair near the door. ‘Why, 
you’ve been so indulgent with them that they’re not 
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afraid of anyone. Does a master behave like that? 
There is nothing good in it; you only ruin yourself 
and let the people get spoilt. Our people are like 
that: they don’t understand it — really they don’t. 
You^might at least go to see your aunt. What she 
wrote was true . . she ended admonishingly. 

Nckhlyudov grew more and more dejected. He 
wearily touched the keys with his right hand, his 
elbow resting on his knee. Some sort of chord 
resulted, then another, and another. . . . He drew 
up his chair, took his other hand out of his pocket 
and began to play. The chords he struck were 
sometimes unprepared and not even quite correct; 
they were often trivial and commonplace, and did 
not indicate that he had any musical talent, but 
this occupation gave him a kind of indefinite, 
melancholy pleasure. At every change of harmony 
he waited with bated breath to see how it would 
resolve itself, and when a fresh harmony resulted his 
imagination vaguely supplied what was lacking. It 
seemed to him that he heard hundreds of melodics: 
a chorus and an orchestra in conformity with his 
harmony. What chiefly gave him pleasure was the 
intensified activity of his imagination which in- 
coherently and fragmentarily, but with amazing 
clearness, presented him with the most varied, con- 
fused, and absurd pictures and images of the past 
and the future. Now it was the plump figure of 
White David rcsf>onding to torment and privation 
with patience and submission: he saw his round 
shoulders, his immense hands covered with white 
hair, and his white lashes fluttering timidly at the 
sight of his mother’s brown sinewy fist. Then he 
saw his self-confident wet-nurse, emboldened by I 
residence at the master’s house, and he imagined 
her for some reason goihg about the village and 
preaching to the serfi that they should hide their 
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Ihoncy from the landlord, and he unconsciously 
repeated to himself: ‘Yes, one must hide one’s 
money from the landlord.’ Then suddenly the 
small brown head of his future wife — for some 
reason in tears — presented itself to him, resting on 
his shoulder. Then he saw Churis’s kindly blue eyes 
looking tenderly at his pot-bellied little son. ‘Yes, 
^he sees in him not only a son, but a helper and 
Sdeliverer. That is love!’ whispered Nekhlyiidov to 
himself. Then he remembered Epifan’s mother and 
the patient, all-forgiving expression he had noticed 
on her aged face in spite of her one protruding 
tooth and ugly features. ‘Probably I am the first 
person in the whole seventy years of her life to 
notice that,’ he thought, and whispering, ‘Strange!’ 
he unconsciously continued to touch the keys and 
listen to the sounds they produced. I'hen he vividly 
recalled his flight from the apiary and the expres- 
sion on Ignat’s and Karp’s faces when they 
obviously wanted to laugh but pretended not to sec 
him. He blushed, and involunUirily looked round 
at his nurse, who was still sitting silently by the door 
gazing intently at him and occasionally shaking her 
grey head. Then suddenly he seemed to sec three 
sweating horses, and Ilya’s fine powerful figure with 
his fair curls, his merrily beaming narrow blue eyes, 
his fresh ruddy cheeks, and the light-coloured down 
just beginning to appear on his lips and chin. He 
remembered how afraid Ilya had been that he 
would not be allowed to go carting, and how 
warmly he had pleaded for that favourite job; and 
he suddenly saw a grey, misty early morning, a 
alippery highway and a long row of ihrcc-hor^d 
^rts, loaded high and covered by bast-matting 
narked with big black lettering. The strong- 
limbed, well-fed horses, bending Acir backs, 
^gRing at the traces and jingling their bells, pull 
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evenly uphill, tenaciously gripping the slipper 
road with their rough-shod hoofs. Rapidly dc 
scending the hill a mail-coach gallops towards th< 
train of loaded carts, jingling its bells which re-echc 
far into the depth of the forest that extends along 
both sides of the road. 

*Hey, hey, hey!’ shouts the driver of the first cart 
in a boyish voice. He has a brass number-plate on 
his felt hat and flourishes his whip above his head. 

Karp, with his red beard and gloomy looks, 
strides heavily in his huge boots beside the front 
wheel of the first cart. From the second cart Ilya 
thrusts his handsome head out from under a piece 
of matting where he has been getting pleasantly 
warm in the early sunlight. Three trdykas loaded 
with boxes dash by with rattling wheels, jingling 
bells, and shouts. Ilya again hides his handsome 
head under the matting and drops asleep. And now 
it is evening, clear and warm. The boarded gates 
open with a creak for the weary trdykas crowded 
together in the station yard, and one after another 
the high, mat-covered carts jolt over the board that 
lies in the gateway and conic to rest under the 
roomy penthouse. Ilya gaily exchanges greetings 
with the fair- faced, broad-bosomed hostess, who 
asks, *Have you come far? And how many of you 
will want supper?’ and with her bright kindly eyes 
looks with pleasure at the handsome lad. Now 
having seen to liis horses he goes into the hot 
crowded house, crosses himself, sits down liefore a 
full wooden bowl, and chats merrily with the land- 
lady and his comrades. And here, under the f>ent- 
housc, is his place for the night, where the open 
starry sky is visible and where he will lie on the 
scented hay near the horses, which changing from 
foot to foot and snorting pick out the fodder from 
the wooden mangers. He goes up to the hay, turns 
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Id me cast and, crossing his broad powerful chest 
some thirty times and shaking back his fair curls, 
repeats ‘Our Father’ and ‘Lord have mercy!’ some 
twenty times, covers himself head and all with his 
coat, and falls into the healthy careless slet^) of 
strong young manhood. And now he dreams of the 
towns: Kiev with its saints and throngs of pilgrims, 
iRomen with its traders and merchandise, Odessa 
^and the distant blue sea with its white sails, and 
tTurgrad* with its golden houses and white- 
I breasted, dark-browed Turkish women — and thither 
^ he flies lifted on invisible wings He Hies freely and 
easily further and further, and sees below him 
golden cities bathed in^lnight radiance, and the 
blue sky with its many stars, and the blue sea with 
its white sails, and it is gladsome and gay to Hy on 
further and further, ... 

‘Splendid!’ Nekhlyiidov whispered to himself, 
and the thought came to him: ‘Why am I not Ilya?* 

• Constantinople. 
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[From Prince Ndihlyidoo's Memoirs,'] 

8th July, 1857. 

I AST night I arrived at Lucerne, and put up at 
Jthe Schweizerhof, the best hotel. 

Lucerne, an ancient town and the capital of the 
canton, situated on the shore of the Lake of 
Lucerne, says Murray, is one of the most romantic 
places in Switzerland: here three important high 
roads meet, and it is only one hour by steam-boat 
to Mount Rigi, from which one of the most 
magnificent views in the world can be seen. 

Whether this be right or not, other guide-books 
say the same, and so tourists of all nationalities, 
specially the English, flock there. 

The magnificent five-storied Schweizerhof Hotel 
las been recently erected on the quay, close to the 
lake at the very place where of old there was a roofed 
and crooked bridge^ with chapels at its corners and 
carvings on its beams. Now, thanks to the enor- 
mous influx of English people, their needs, their 
tastes, and their money, the old bridge has been 
torn down and a granite quay, as straight as a stick, 
erected, on which straight, rectangular, five-storied 
houses have been built, in front of which two rows 
of little lindens with stakes to them have been 
planted, between which the usual small green 
benches have been placed. This is a promenade, 
and here Englishwomen wearing Swiss straw hats, 
and Englishmen in stout and comfortable^ clothes, 
walk about enjoying the work they have inspired. 
Perhaps such quays and houses and lime trees and 
Englishmen are all very well in some places, but 

* The Hofbriicke, removed in 1852. 
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not here amid this strangely majestic and yet in- 
expressibly genia^ and harmonious Nature. 

When I went up to my room and opened the 
window facing the lake I was at first literally 
blinded and shaken by the beauty of that water, 
those mountains, and the sky. I felt an inward 
restlessness and a need to find expression for the 
emotion that filled my soul to overflowing. At that 
moment I felt a wish to embrace someone, to hug 
him closely, to tickle and pinch him — in a word to 
do something extraordinary to myself and to him. 

It was past six and had rained all day, but was 
now beginning to clear up. The lake, light-blue 
like burning sulphur, and dotted with little boats 
which left vanishing tracks behind them, spread out 
before my windows motionless, smooth, and 
apparently convex between its variegated green 
shores, then passed into the distance where it 
narrowed between two enormous promontories, 
and, darkening, leaned against and disappeared 
among the pile of mountains, clouds, and glaciers, 
that towered one above the other. In the foreground 
were the moist, fresh-green, far-stretching shores 
with their reeds, meadows, gardens, and chalets; 
further off were dark-green wooded promontories 
crowned by ruined castles; in the badcground was 
the rugged, purple-white distance with its fantastic, 
rocky, dull-white, snow-covered mountain crests, 
the whole bathed in the delicate, transparent azure 
of the air and lit up by warm sunset rays that 
pierced the tom clouds. Neither on the lake nor on 
the mountains, nor in the sky, was there a single 
precise line, or one precise colour, or one im- 
changing moment: everywhere was motion, irregu- 
larity, fantastic shapes, an endless intermingling 
and variety of shades and lines, and over it all lay 
tranquillity, softness, unity, and inevitable beauty. 
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|Uid here, before my very window, amid this un- 
^hned, confused, unfettered beauty, the straight 
white line of the quay stretched stupidly and 
artificially, with its lime trees, their supports, and 
the ^een benches — miserable, vulgar human ^jro- 
ductions which did not blend with the general 
harmony and beauty as did the distant chalets and 
uins, but on the contrary clashed coarsely with it. 
Vly eyes continually encountered that dreadfully 
straight quay, and I felt a desire to push it away or 
demolish it, as one would wipe off a black smudge 
that disfigured the nose just under one’s eye. But 
the embankment with the English people walking 
about on it remained where it was, and I in- 
stinctively tried to find a point of view from which 
it would not be visible. I found a way to do this, 
and sat till dinner-time all alone, enjoying the in- 
complete, but all the more tormentingly sweet 
feeling one experiences when one gazes in solitude 
on the beauty of Nature. 

At half-past seven I was called to dinner. In the 
large, splendidly decorated room on the ground 
floor two tables were laid for at least a hundred 
persons. For about three minutes the silent move- 
ment of assembling visitors continued — the rustle of 
women’s dresses, light footsteps, whispered dis- 
cussions with the very polite and elegant waiters — 
but at last all the seats were occupied by men and 
jwomen very well and even richly and generally most 
imi^culately dressed. As usual in Switzerland the 
majority of the visitors were English, and therefore 
the chief characteristic of the common table was the 
strict decorum they regard as an obligation — a 
, reserve not based on pride, but on the absence of 
^y necessity for social intercourse, and on content 
with the comfortable and agreeable satisfaction of 
their requirements. On all sides gleamed the 
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whitest of laces, the whitest of collars, the whites f^^ ^ 
of teeth — natural or artificial — and the whitest o^ 
complexions and hands. But the faces, many of 
them very handsome, expressed only a conscious- 
nessiof their own well-being and a complete lack of 
interest in all that surrounded them unless it 
directly concerned themselves; and the whitest of 
hands in rings and mittens moved only to adjust a 
collar, to cut up beef, or to lift a wine glass: no 
mental emotion was reflected in their movements. 
Occasionally families would exchange a few words 
among themselves in subdued voices about the 
pleasant flavour of this or that dish or wine, or the 
lovely view from Mount Rigi. Individual tourists, 
men and women, sat beside one another not even 
exchanging a look. If occasionally some two among 
these hundred people spoke to one another it was 
sure to be about the weather and the ascent of 
Mount Rigi. Knives and forks moved on the plates 
with scarcely any sound, food was taken a little at 
a time, peas and other vegetables were invariably 
eaten with a fork. The waiters, involuntarily sub- 
dued by the general silence, asked in a whisper what 
wine you would take. At such dinners I always feel 
depressed, uncomfortable, and at last melancholy. 

I always feel as if I were guilty of something and am 
being punished, as I used to be when, as a. child, I 
was put in a chair when I had been naughty, and 
ironically told: ‘Rest yourself, my dear!’ while my 
youthful blood surged in my veins and I heard the 
meiTy shouts of my brothers in the next room. 
Formerly I tried to rebel against the feeling of 
oppression I experienced during such dinners, but 
in vain: all those inanimate countenances have an 
insuperable effect on me and I become similarly' 
inanimate myself. I wish nothing, think nothing, and 
cease even to observe what is going on. At first I 
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ased to try to talk to my neighbours; but except for 
prases apparently repeated a hundred thousand 
times in the same place and by the same people I 
got no response. And yet not all these frozen people 
are stupid and unfeeling, on the contrary mafly of 
them, no doubt, have an inner life just such as my 
own, and in many of them it may be much more 
complex and interesting. Then why do they deprive 
themselves of one of life’s greatest pleasures — the 
enjoyment that comes from the intercourse of man 
with man? 

How different it was in our Paris pension, where 
some twenty of us, of various nationalities, profes- 
sions, and dispositions, under the influence of 
French sociability used to meet at the common 
table as at a game! There, from one end of the 
table to the other, conversation, interspersed with 
iests and puns, even if in broken language, at once 
ecame general. There everyone, not troubling 
low it would sound, said anything that came into 
lis head. There we had our philosopher, our 
lebater, our bel esprit, and our butt, all in common. 
There immediately after dinner we pushed away 
he table and, in time and out, danced the polka on 
he dusty carpet till late in the evening. There, 
sven if we were inclined to flirt and were not very 
clever or respectable, we were human beings. The 
Spanish countess with her romantic adventures, the 
Italian abb6 who declaimed the Divine Comedy after 
dinner, the American doctor who had the entree to 
the Tuileries, the young playwright with long hair, 
and the pianist who, according to her account, had 
composed the best polka in the world, the unhappy 
widow who was a beauty and had three rings on 
every finger — ^we all treated one another like human 
Beings, in a friendly if superficial manner, and 
carried away, some of us light, and others sincere 
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and cordial, memories. But of these English at the- 
table d'hotCy I often think as I look at all these silk^ 
dresses, laces, ribbons, rings, and pommaded locks, 
how many live women would be happy and make 
otheVs happy with these adornments. It is strange 
to think how many potential friends and lovers — 
very happy friends and lovers — may be sitting there 
side by side without knowing it, and, God knows 
why, will never know it and never give one another 
the happiness they desire so much and which they 
might so easily give. 

I began to feel depressed, as always after such 
a dinner, and without finishing my dessert went 
in very low spirits to stroll about the town. The 
narrow, dirty, unlighted streets, the shops closing, 
the encounters I had with tipsy workmen and with 
women going bareheaded to fetch water, or others 
wearing hats who flitted along the walls of the side- 
streets and continually glanced round, not only did 
not dispel my ill-humour but even increased it. It 
had already grown quite dark in the streets when, 
without looking around me and without any 
thought in my head, I turned back to the hotel 
hoping by sleep to rid myself of my dismal frame 
of mind. I was feeling terribly chilled at heart, 
lonely and depressed, as sometimes happens with- 
out cause to those who have just arrived at a new 
place. 

Looking at nothing but the ground at my feet I 
walked along the quay towards the Schweizerhof, " 
when I was suddenly struck by the sound of some 
strange but exceedingly sweet and agreeable music. 
These sounds had an immediately vivifying effect 
on me, as if a bright cheerful light had penetrated 
my soul. I felt myself happy and cheerful. My 
dormant attention was again alive to all the objects 
surrounding me. The beauty of the night and of 
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jhe lake, to which I had been feeling indifferent, 
suddenly struck me joyfully like a novelty. In an 
instant I involuntarily noticed both the heavy grey 
patches of cloud on the dark blue of the sky lit 
up by the rising moon, the smooth dark-greerf lake 
with the little lights reflected on it, and the mist- 
covered mountains in the distance; I heard the 
croaking of the frogs from Freschenburg, and the 
fresh limpid whistle of quails on the opposite shore. 
But directly in front of me, on the spot whence the 
sounds to which my attention was chiefly directed 
came, I saw amid the semi-darkness a throng of 
people collected in a half-circle in the middle of the 
road, and at some short distance from them a tiny 
man in black clothes. Behind the people and tlie 
man the black poplars in the garden were grace- 
fully silhouetted on the dark grey and blue ragged 
sky, and the severe spires on each side of the ancient 
cathedral towered majestically. 

I drew nearer, the sounds became more distinct, 
and at some distance I could clearly distinguish the 
full chords of a guitar which vibrated sweetly in the 
evening air and several voices, which intercepting 
one another did not actually sing the melody but 
indicated it by chiming in at the chief passages. 
The tune was something in the nature of a charm- 
ing and graceful mazurka. The voices sometimes 
seemed nearer and sometimes farther away; now 
you could hear a tenor, now a bass, and now a 
guttural falsetto with a warbling Tyrolese yodel. It 
was not a song, but the light, masterly sketch of a 
song. I could not make out what it was, but it was 
beautiful. The passionate soft chords of the guitar, 
that sweet gentle melody, and the lonely little 
£gure of the man in black against the fantastic 
background of the dark lake, the gleaming moon, 
the two tall spires silently stretching upwards, and 
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the black poplars in the garden, were all strangely 
but inexpressibly beautiful, or so it seemed to me. 

All the confused and arbitrary impressions of life 
suddenly received meaning and charm. It was as if 
a freSh and fragrant flower had bloomed within me. 
Instead of the weariness, dullness, and indifference 
towards everything in the world that I had felt a 
moment before, I suddenly experienced a need of 
love, a fullness of hope, and a spontaneous joy in 
life. ‘What can I possibly want, what desire?’ I 
involuntarily thought. ‘Here it is all around me — 
beauty, poetry. Inhale fiill deep draughts of it with 
all the strength that is in you, enjoying it. What 
more do you need? It is all yours, and all good . . .* 

I went nearer. The little man seemed to be an 
itinerant singer from the Tyrol. He stood before 
the windows of the hotel with one foot advanced, 
his head thrown back, and while thrumming his 
guitar was singing his graceful song in those 
different voices. I immediately felt an affection for 
him, and gratitude for the change he had brought 
about in me. As far as I could see, he was dressed 
in an old black coat, had short black hair, and wore 
a very ordinary old cap on his head. There was 
nothing artistic about his attire, but his jaunty, 
childishly merry pose and movements, with his 
diminutive stature, produced a touching yet 
amusing effect. On the steps, at the windows, and 
on the balconies of the brilliantly lighted hotel, 
stood ladies resplendent in full-skirted dresses, 
gendemen with the whitest of collars, a porter and 
footmen in gold-embroidered liveries; in the street, 
in the semicircle of the crowd, and farther along the 
boulevard among the lime-trees, elegantly dressed 
waiters, cooks in the whitest of caps and blouses, 
girls with their arms around one another, and 
passers-by, had gathered and stopped. They all 
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|j5Cined to experience the same sensation that I did, 
Bund stood in silence round the singer, listening 
attentively. All were quiet, only at intervals in the 
singing, from far away across the water came the 

^mic sound of a hammer, and from the Fresch- 
enburg shore the staccato trills of the frogs inter- 
mingling with the fresh, monotonous whistle of the 
quails. 

In the darkness of the street the little man 
warbled like a nightingale, couplet after couplet 
and song after song. Though I had drawn close to 
him, his singing continued to give me great pleasure. 
His small voice was extremely pleasing, and the 
delicacy, the taste, and the sense of proportion with 
which he managed that voice were extraordinary, 
and showed immense natural gifts. He sang the 
refrain differently after each couplet and it was 
evident that ail these graceful variations came to 
him freely and instantaneously. 

Among the throng, above in the Schweizerhof 
and below on the boulevard, appreciative whispers 
could often be heard, and a respectful silence 
reigned. The balconies and windows kept filling, 
and by the hotel lights more and more elegantly 
dressed men and women could be seen leaning out 
picturesquely. The passers-by stopped and every- 
where in the shadows on the embankment groups of 
men and women stood under the lime-trees. Near 
me, separated from the rest of the crowd and 
smoking cigars, stood an aristocratic waiter and the 
chef. The chef seemed to feel the charm of the 
music strongly and at every high falsetto note 
rapturously winked, nodded, and nudged the 
waiter in ecstatic perplexity, with a look that said: 
*How he sings, eh?’ The waiter, by whose broad 
smile I detected the pleasure the singing gave him, 
renlied to the chef’s nudgings by shrugging his 
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shoulders to show that it was hard to surprise him,-, 
and that he had heard much better things than this. 

In an interval of the singing, while the singer was 
clearing his throat, I asked the waiter who the man 
was and whether he came there often. 

‘Well, he comes about twice a summer,’ replied 
the waiter. ‘He is from Aargau — just a beggar.’ 

‘And are there many like him about?’ I asked. 

‘Oh, yes,’ replied the man not having at first 
understood what I was asking, but having after- 
wards made it out, he added: ‘Oh no, he is the only 
one I know of. There are no others.’ 

Just then the litde man, having finished his first 
song, briskly turned his guitar over and said some- 
thing in his German patois, which I could not 
understand but which caused the crowd to laugh. 

‘What did he say?’ I asked. 

‘He says his throat is dry and he would like some 
wine,’ replied the waiter near me. 

‘Well, I suppose he is fond of drink.’ 

‘Yes, such people are all like that,’ answered the 
waiter with a depreciatory gesture of his hand. 

The singer raised his cap and with a flourish of 
the guitar went up to the hotel. Throwing back his 
head he addressed the gendefblk at the windows 
and on the balconies: ^Messieurs et Mesdames* he said 
with a half-Italian and half-German accent and the 
intonation conjurors employ when addressing their 
audience: ‘•S't vous croyez queje gagne quelque chose, vous 
votis trompez; je ne suis qu'un pauvre tiable*^ He paused 
and waited a moment in silence, but as no one gave 
him anything, he again jerked his guitar and said: 
*A prisent, messieurs et mesdames, je vous chanterais Voir 
du Right 

* *If you think I earn anything you are mistaken. I am only 
a poor devil.’ 

* *Now, gentlemen and ladies, I will sing you the Rigi song.* 
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The audience up above kept silent, but continued 
to stand in expectation of the next song; below, 
among the throng, there was laughter, probably 
because he expressed himself so queerly and because 
no one had given him anything. I gave him a few 
centimes, which he threw nimbly from one hand to 
the other, and put into his waistcoat pocket. Then 
putting on his cap again he began to sing a sweet 
and graceful Tyrolese song which he called 7’air du 
I Righi*. This song, which he had left to the last, was 
even better than the others, and on all sides among 
the now increased crowd one heard sounds of 
appreciation. He finished the song. Again he 
flourished his guitar, took off his cap, held it out, 
made two steps towards the windows, and again 
repeated his incomprehensible phrase: 'Messieurs et 
Mesdames, si vous croyez que je gagne quelque chose — ’ 
which he evidently considered very smart and witty, 
but in his voice and movements I now detected a 
certain hesitation and childlike timidity which were 
the more noticeable on account of his small figure. 
The elegant audience still stood just as picturesquely 
Rouped in the windows and on the balconies, the 
lights shining on their rich attire. A few of them 
talked in decorously subdued voices, apparently 
ibout the singer who was standing before them with 
outstretched hand, others looked with attentive 
curiosity down at the little black figure; on one 
balcony could be heard a young girl’s merry 
laughter. 

In the crowd below the talking and laughter grew 
louder and louder. The singer repeated his phrase 
a third time, in a still feebler voice, and this time he 
did not even finish it, but again held out his cap, 
4nd then drew it back immediately. And for the 
second time not one of those hundreds of brilliantly 
dressed people who had come to hear him threw 
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him a single penny. The crowd laughed unmerci- 
fully. The little singer seemed to me to shrink still’ 
more into himself. He took the guitar in his other 
hand, lifted his cap above his head, and said : 
^Mehieurs et Mesdames, je vous remercie, et je vous 
souhaite une bonne nuit.'^ Then he replaced his cap. 
The crowd roared with merry laughter. The hand- 
some men and women, quiedy conversing, gradu- 
ally disappeared from the balconies. The strolls 
on the boulevard were resumed. The street that 
had been quiet during the singing again became 
animated, only a few persons looked at the singer 
from a distance and laughed. I heard the little man 
mutter something to himself. He turned and, 
seeming to grow still smaller, went quickly towards 
the town. The merry strollers, still watching him, 
followed him at a certain distance, and laughed. 

My mind was in a whirl. I was at a loss to under- 
stand what it all meant, and without moving from 
the spot where I had been, I senselessly gazed into 
the darkness after the tiny retreating figure of the 
man as he went striding rapidly towards the town 
and at the laughing strollers who followed him. I 
felt pained, grieved, and above all ashamed for the 
little man, for the crowd, and for myself, as if it 
were I who had been asking for money and had 
received nothing, and had been laughed at. I, too, 
without looking back and with an aching heart, 
moved off with rapid steps and went to the entrance 
of the Schweizerhof. I could not yet account for 
my emotions, but only knew that something heavy 
and unsolved filled my heart and oppressed me. 

At the brilliantly lit entrance I met the hall porter 
who politely stepped aside, and an English family. 
A tall, portly, handsome man with black side- 
whiskers worn in the English fashion, a black hat on 
‘ ‘Thank you, ladies and gentlemen. I wish you good-night.* 
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his head, a plaid over his arm, and an expensive 
cane in his hand, was walking with lazy self-con- 
fidence arm in arm with a lady in a grey silk gown, 
and a cap trimmed with bright ribbons and ex- 
quisite lace. Beside them walked a Pretty, “’^sh- 
complexioned girl wearing a graceful Swiss hat 
trimmed with a feather d. la Mousquetaire, and with 
charming long soft flaxen curls that fell over her 
fair face. In front of them skipped a ten-year-old 
girl with rosy cheeks, and plump white knees showing 
from under the finest embroideries. 

‘A lovely night!’ said the lady m a tender, happy 
voice, just as I passed them. 

‘Ohel’ lazily muttered the Englishman, for whom 
life was so comfortable that he did not even feel like 
talking. To all of them life in this world was so 
comfortable, convenient, clean, and easy; their 
movements and faces expressed such 
any other kind of life than their own such assur- 
ance that the porter would step aside for them and 
bow, and that on returning they would “tid com 
fortable rooms and beds, that it all must be so and 
that they had a right to it all, that I mvoluntan y 
contrasted them with the vagrant ^o 

tired and perhaps hungry, was 

from the laughing crowd, ant I realized what it was 
that weighed on my heart like a stone T 

indescribable anger against these f 
I walked to and fro past the f 

time with inexpressible pleasure avoided making 
way for him and pushed hirn with my elbow then 
darting down the steps I hastened through the 
darkness in the direction of the town, where the 

1 little man had disappeared. wnlk- 

# Having overtaken three men who were walk 
ing together, I asked them where the singer was. 
They kiughed and pointed straight ahead. He was 
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walking quickly, by himself. No one went near him, •« 
and he seemed to me to be angrily muttering some- 
thing to himself. I caught him up and proposed 
to him to go somewhere and drink a bottle of 
wine*. He went on walking just as fast and looked 
disconsolately at me, but when he had made out 
what I wanted, he stopped. 

‘Well, I won’t refuse it, if you are so kind,’ he said. 
‘There is a small caf^ here, we could go in there. 
It’s a plain place,’ he added, pointing to a drink 
shop which was still open. 

The word ‘plain’ involuntarily suggested to me 
the idea of not going to the plain cafe but to the 
Schweizerhof, where the people were who had 
listened to him. Though in timid agitation he 
several times declined to go to the Schweizerhof, 
saying that it was too fine there, I insisted on it and 
he walked back along the quay with me pretending 
not to be at all abashed, and gaily swinging his 
guitar. Several idle strollers drew near as soon as I 
went up to the singer and listened to what I was 
saying: and now, after arguing among themselves, 
they followed us to the hotel entrance, probably 
expecting some further performance from the 
Tyrolese. 

I met a waiter in the vestibule and asked him for 
a bottle of wine, but he merely looked at us with 
a smile and ran past. The head waiter, to whom I 
addressed the same request, listened to me seriously, 
and having scanned the tiny figure of the timid 
singer from head to foot, sternly told the porter to 
take us to the room on the left. This room was a bar 
for conunon people, the whole furniture consisted 
of bare wooden tables and benches, and a hunch- 
backed woman was washing up dishes in a comer. 
The waiter who came to take our order looked at us 
with a mildly supercilious smile and, thrusting his 
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hands in his pockets, exchanged remarks with the 
hunchbacked dish-washer. He evidently wished 
to let us know that, feeling himself immeasurably 
superior to the singer in social standing as well^as on 
his own merits, he was not at all offended, but even 
quite amused, to be waiting on us. 

‘Will you have vin ordinaire?' he asked with a 
knowing look, winking towards my companion 
and shifting his napkin from one arm to the 
other. 

‘Champagne, and your very best !’ said I, trying 
to assume a haughty and imposing air. But neither 
the champagne nor my endeavour to look haughty 
and imposing had any effect on the waiter: he 
grinned, stood awhile gazing at us, looked deliber- 
ately at his gold watch, and went leisurely and with 
soft steps out of the room as if he were out for a 
stroll. He soon returned with the wine and with 
two other waiters. The two waiters sat down near 
the dish-washer and gazed at us with the amused 
attention and bland smiles with which parents 
watch their dear children when they play nicely. 
Only the hunchbacked dish-washer seemed to look at 
us with sympathy rather than irony. Though I felt 
it very uncomfortable and awkward to talk with the 
ringer and entertain him under the fire of those 
eyes, I tried to do my part with as little constraint 
as possible. In the lighted room I could see him 
better. He was a tiny, well-proportioned, wiry 
man, almost a midget, with bristly black hair, large 
tearful black eyes without lashes, and a thoroughly 
pleasant and attractively shaped little mouth. He 
had short side-whiskers, rather short hair, and his 
clothes were simple and poor. He was dingy, 
tattered, sunburnt, and had in general the look of 
a labourer. He was more like a poor pedlar than 
an artist. Only in his humid, shining eyes and 
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puckering mouth was there something original and 
touching. Judging by his appearance he might ' 
have been anything from twenty-five to forty years 
old; he was really thirty-eight. 

This is what he told me, with good-natured 
readiness and evident sincerity, about his life. He 
was from Aargau. While still a child he had lost his 
father and mother and had no other relations. He 
had never had any means of his own. He had been 
apprenticed to a joiner, but twenty-two years ago a 
bone of his finger had begun to decay, which made 
it impossible for him to work. He had been fond 
of music from his childhood, and began to go 
round singing. Foreigners occasionally gave him 
money. He made a profession of it, bought a guitar, 
and for eighteen years had wandered through 
Switzerland and Italy singing in front of hotels. 
His whole belongings were the guitar and a purse, 
in which he now had only a franc and a half, which 
he would have to spend that night on food and 
lodging. He had gone every year to all the best 
and most frequented places in Switzerland: Zurich, 
Lucerne, Interlaken, Chamonix, and so on; and 
was now going round for the eighteenth time. He 
passed over the St. Bernard into Italy and returned 
by St. Gotthard or through Savoy. It was getting 
hard for him to walk now, because a pain in his 
feet which he called Gliederzucht (rheumatism) got 
worse every year when he caught cold, and his eyes 
and his voice were growing weaker. In spite of this 
he was now on his way to Interlaken, Aix-les-Bains, 
and over the little St. Bernard to Italy, of which 
country he was particularly fond; in general he 
seemed to be very well satisfied with his life. When_ 
I asked him why he was going home and whether 
he had any relations there, or a house and land, his 
mouth puckered into a merry smile and he replied: 
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*Out, le sucre est boriy il est doux pour les enfants!'^ and 
winked at the waiters. 

I did not understand what he meant, but the 
group of waiters burst out laughing; 

‘I’ve got nothing, or would I be going aboift like 
this?’ he explained. ‘I go home because, after all, 
something draws me back to my native land.’ 

And he again repeated, with a sly self-satisfied 
smile, the phrase: ‘0«i, le sucre est bon!' and laughed 
good-naturedly. The waiters were very pleased and 
laughed heartily. Only the hunchbacked dish- 
washer looked at the little man seriously with her 
large kindly eyes and picked up the cap he had 
dropped from the bench during our conversation. 
I had noticed that wandering singers, acrobats, and 
even jugglers, like to call themselves artists, and so 
I hinted several times to my companion that he was 
an artist; but he did not at all acknowledge that 
quality in himself, and considered his occupation 
simply as a means of subsistence. When I asked 
him whether he did not himself compose the songs 
he sang, he was surprised at so strange a question, 
and answered: ‘How could I? They are all old 
Tyrolese songs.’ 

‘But what about the Rigi song — that is not old, 
is it?’ I said. 

‘No, that was composed about fifteen years ago,’ 
’'e said. ‘There wzis a German in Basle, a very 
lever man. He composed it. It’s a splendid song! 
ou see, he composed it for the tourists.’ 

And, translating them into French as he went 
long, he began repeating to me the words of the 
Ugi song, which he liked so much: 

‘If you would go up the Rigi 

You need no shoes as far as Weggis 
(Because you go that far by steamer) 

‘ ‘Yes, sugar is good: it is sweet for childreiu’ 
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But in Wcggis take a big stick. 

And upon your arm a maiden. 

Drink a glass of ovine at starting, 

Only do not drink too much. 

For he who wants to have a drink 
Should first have earned . . . 

‘Oh, it’s a splendid song!’ he said, as he finished. 

The waiters, too, probably considered the song 
very good, for they came nearer to us. 

‘Yes, but who composed the music?’ I asked. 

‘Oh, nobody 1 It comes of itself, you know — one 
must have something new to sing to the foreigners.’ 

When the ice was brought and I had poured out 
a glass of champagne for my companion, he seemed 
to feel ill at ease, and glancing round at the waiters 
shifted uneasily in his seat. We clinked glasses to 
the health of artists; he drank half a glass, and then 
found it necessary to raise his eyebrows in profound 
thought. 

‘It’s a long time since I drank such wine,je ne vous 
dis que In Italy the d’Asti wine is good, but this 
is better still. Ah, Italy! It’s splendid to be there!* 
he added. 

‘Yes, there they know how to appreciate music 
and artists,’ I said, wishing to lead him back to 
the subject of his failure tliat evening before the 
Schweizerhof. 

‘No,’ he replied. ‘There, as far as music is con- 
cerned, I cannot give anyone pleasure. The Italians 
are themselves musicians like none others in the 
world: I sing only Tyrolese songs — that at any rate 
is a novelty for them.’ 

‘And are the gentlefolk more generous there?’ I 
went on, wishing to make him share my resentment 
against the guests at the Schweizerhof. ‘It couldn’t 
happen there, could it, as it did here, that in an 
* ‘I only say that to you,’ 
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immense hotel fi^quented by rich people, out of a 
[mndred who listen to an artist not one gives him 
anything?’ 

My question had quite a different effect on him 
from what I had expected. It did not enter hi^head 
to be indignant with them: on the contrary he 
detected in my remark a reflection on his talent, 
which had failed to elicit any reward, and he tried 
to justify himself to me. 

‘One does not get much every time,’ he replied. 
‘Sometimes my voice fails or I am tired. To-day, 
you know, I have been walking for nine hours and 
singing almost all the time. That is hard. And 
the great people, the aristocrats, don’t always care 
to hear Tyrolese songs.’ 

‘But still, how could they give nothing at all'?’ I 
insisted. 

He did not understand my remark. 

‘It ’s not that,’ he said, ‘the chief thing here is, on 
est tris serri pour la police,^ that’s where the trouble 
is. Here under their republican laws you are not 
allowed to sing, but in Italy you may go about as 
much as you please, and no one will say a word to 
you. Here they allow it only when they please, and 
u iliey don’t please, they may put you in prison.’ 

‘How is that? Is it possible?’ 

‘Yes, if they caution you once and you sing again 
they may imprison you. I was there for three 
months,’ he said smiling, as though this were one of 
his pleasantest recollections. 

‘Oh, that’s dreadful!’ I said. ‘What for?’ 

‘That is so under the new republican laws,’ he 
continued, growing animated. ‘They don’t want to 
understand that a poor fellow must live somehow. 
If I were not a cripple, I would work. But does my 
singing hurt anyone? What does it mean? The 

‘ ‘One is much cramped by the police.’ 
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rich can live as they please, but an pauvre tiable 
like myself mayn’t even live. Are these the laws 
a republic should have? If so, we don’t want a 
republic — isn’t that so, dear sir? We don’t want 
a republic, but we want — we simply want . . . we 
want’ — he hesitated awhile — ‘we want natural laws.’ 
I filled up his glass. 

‘You are not drinking,’ I said to him. 

He took the glass in his hand and bowed to me. 
‘I know what you want,’ he said, screwing up his 
eyes and shaking his finger at me. ‘You want to 
make me drunk, so as to see what will happen to 
me; but no, you won’t succeed !’ 

‘Why should I want to make you drunk?’ I said. 
‘I only want to give you pleasure.’ 

lYobably he was sorry to have offended me by 
interpreting my intention wrongly, for he grew 
confused, got up, and pressed my elbow. 

‘No, no, I was only joking!’ he said, looking at 
me with a beseeching expression in his moist eyes. 

Then he uttered some fearfully intricate, com- 
plicated sentence intended to imply that I was 
good fellow after all. dd 

‘'Je ne vous dis que ga!* he concluded. ck 

So we continued drinking and talking and tne 
waiters continued to watch us unceremoniously and, 
as it seemed, to make fun of us. Despite my interest 
in our conversation I could not help noticing them 
and, I confess, I grew more and more angry. One 
of them got up, came over to the little man, looked 
down on the crown of his head, and began to smile. 
I had accumulated a store of anger for the guests 
at the Schweizerhof which I had not yet been able 
to vent on anyone, and I own that this audience of 
waiters irritated me beyond endurance. Then the 
porter came in and, leaning his elbows on the table 
without taking off his hat, sat down beside me.. 
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rhis last circumstance stung my self-esteem or 
/anity, and finally caused the oppressive rage that 
lad been smouldering in me all the evening to 
explode. ‘Why when I was alone at the entrance 
did he humbly bow to me, and now that I am 
sitting with an itinerant singer, sprawls near me so 
rudely?’ I was filled with a boiling rage of indigna- 
tion which I like in myself and even stimulate when 
it besets me, because it has a tranquillizing effect, 
and gives, at least for a short time, an unusual 
suppleness, energy, and power to all my physical and 
mental faculties. 

I jumped up. 

‘What are you laughing at?’ I shouted at the 
waiter, feeling that I was growing pale and that my 
lips were involuntarily twitching. 

‘I am not laughing; it’s nothing!’ said the waiter 
stepping back. 

‘No, you are laughing at this gentleman. . . . And 
what right have you to be here and to be sitting 
down, when there are visitors here? Don’t dare to 
it here !’ I cried turning to the porter, 
m- le got up with a growl and moved towards the 
ycor. 

'■ ‘What right have you to laugh at this gentleman 
md to sit near him, when he is a visitor and you 
ire a lackey? Why didn’t you laugh at me or sit 
oeside me at dinner this evening? Is it because 
he is poorly dressed and sings in the street? Is it? 
While I wear good clothes? He is poor, but I am 
convinced that he is a thousand times better than 
you, for he insults no one, while you are insulting 
him!’ 

‘But I am not doing anything !’ replied my enemy 
the waiter, timidly. ‘Do 1 prevent his sitting 
here?’ 

The waiter did not understand me and my 
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GerrMn speech was lost on him. The rude oorter 
tried to take the waiter’s part, but I attacked 
vehemently dta, he prem^dedXJ h^t, dfe 

waved his arm. The hunch- 
backed dish-washer, either noticing my heated con- 

afraid of a scandal, or because she really 
shared my views, took my part and, trying to S 
pose between me and the porter, began to persuade 
him to be quiet, saying that I wks right and Sw 

Zhtn^ sh d r'"*; ZhtTlirhZ^ 

piteous fri^hl*^ firmly. The singer presented a most 

piteous, frightened appearance and, evidently with- 

^ excited or what I was 
aiming at, begged me to go away quickly But mv 

stronger Ind stronger^Si i^^ 

S' J fnTSSS 

l“<*y on the head with a sticL ^ 
Siv tt" « that moment I wot f^og 

fid sTairt Ae^ ““ “ "'"<=*» “ ha 

and this gentleman 
into this room, and not the other, eh?’ I asked th.. 

ht' goi^g aw?; 
^^"de from his appf ar^e 
that this gentleman must be in this and SSIn Ae 
other room? Are not all who pay on an eXal W 

Sf 'wo^rld^?° ^ republic, bm all over 

me world I* Yours is a scurvy reouhlinJ t-u- 

SfT'iS's' Ante Enjth 

Etened very Englishmen iho 

istened to Ais genden^n without paying him— 

1 ne gentleman is right; you arc right.* 
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hat is, who each stole from him the few centimes 
^ey ought to have given him. How dared you show 

^*‘The other room is closed,’ replied the porter. ^ 
‘No I’ I cried. ‘That’s not true— it s not clesed. 
‘You know better then.’ ^ 

‘I know! I know that you are lying. 

The porter turned his shoulder towards me. 

‘What is the use of talking?’ he muttered. 

‘No, not “what is the use . . . I shouted. Take 

us to the other room at once !’ 

Despite the hunchbacked woman s and the 
singer’s entreaties that we should go away, I had 
the head waiter called and went into the other room 

with my companion. When the 
mv angry voice and saw my excited face he did 
not arg^Iwith me, but told contemptuom 

civUitv that I might go where I liked. I could not 
convict the porter of hit lie, as he had disappeared 
before I went into the other room. , 

The room was really open and 
»ne of the tables the Englishman with the lady was 
mving supper. Though we were shown to another 
- T sat down with the dirty singer close to the 
ffSlishman, and ordered the unhnished bottle to 

’’'ATEngSuran and the lady lookrd first with 
mrprise Jd then with anger at the little ^n who 
sat beside me more dead than alive. Ihey ex- 
changed some words, and the lady pushed away 
ht plate, and rusUed her silk dress ^ ^ 
away. Through the panes m the door ^ ^ 

the Englishman speaking angrily to ^ ’ 

pointing in our direction all the time. The waiter 
K; his head in at the door and looked tow^^ 
us. I waited with pleasure for them to «>me to tu 
us out, and to be able at last to vent my whole 
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indignation on them — but fortunately, though I er 
then regretted it, they left us in peace. ’o 

The singer, who had before refused the wine, ‘ 
now hastened to empty the bottie in order to get 
away as soon as possible. However, he thanked 
me, feelingly I thought, for his entertainment. His 
moist eyes became still more tearful and shining, 
and he expressed his gratitude in a most curious 
and confused little speech. But that speech, in 
which he said that if everyone respected artists as 
I did he would be well off, and that he wished me 
all happiness, was very pleasant to me. We went 
out into the vestibule. The waiters were there and 
my enemy the porter who seemed to be complain- 
ing of me to them. They all looked on me, I think, 
as insane. I let the little man come up to them all, 
and then, with all the respect I could show, I took 
off my hat and pressed his hand with its ossified and 
withered finger. The waiters made a show of not 
taking any notice of me, but one of them burst into 
a sardonic laugh. 

After bowing to me, the singer disappeared intc, ‘ 
the darkness, and I went up to my room, wishi i’;*^ 
to sleep off all these impressions and the fbo^a 
childish anger which had so unexpectedly beset me. 
Feeling too agitated however for sleep, I went out 
again into the street to walk about till I should have 
calmed down, and also I must admit with a vague 
hope of finding an opportunity to come across the 
porter, the waiter, or the Englishman, to prove to 
them how cruel and above all how unjust they had 
been. But I met no one except the porter, who 
turned his back on seeing me, and 1 paced up and 
down the embankment all alone. : 

‘This is the strange fate of art!* I reflected, 
having grown a little calmer. ‘All seek it and love 
it — it is the one thinor evervhodv wants and tries to 
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ind in life, yet nobody acknowledges its power, 
lobody values this greatest blessing in the world, 
lor esteems or is grateful to those who give it to 
nankind. Ask anyone you like of all these guests at 
the Schweizerhof what is the greatest blessing in the 
world, and everyone, or ninety-nine out of a hun- 
dred, assuming a sardonic expression, will say that 
the best thing in the world is money! “Maybe this 
idea does not please you and does not conform to 
your lofty ideas,” he will tell you, “but what is to be 
done if human life is so constituted that money alone 
gives people happiness? I cannot help letting my 
reason see the world as it is,” he will add, “that is — 
see the truth.” 

‘Pitiful is your reason, pitiful the happiness you 
desire, and you are a miserable being who does not 
know what you want. . . . Why have you all left 
your country, your relations, your occupations, and 
your financial affairs, and congregated here in this 
stnall Swiss town of Lucerne? Why did you all 
come out onto the balcony this evening and listen 
in respectful silence to the songs of that poor little 
mendicant? And had he chosen to go on singing 
you would still have remained silent and listened. 
What money, even millions of it, could have driven 
you all from your country and assembled you in this 
little corner. Lucerne? Gould money have gathered 
you all on those balconies and made you stand for 
half an hour silent and motionless? No ! One thing 
alone causes you to act, and will always influence 
you more strongly than any other motive power in 
life, and that is the need for art, which you do 
not acknowledge, but which you feel and will always 
feel as long as there is anything human left in you. 
•The word “art” seems ridiculous to you. You use 
it as a scornful reproach; you perhaps allow love of 
the poetic in children and in silly girls, but even 
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then you laugh at them; but for yourselves you, 
require something positive. But children see life 
healthily, they love and know what men should love, 
and what gives happiness, but life has so enmeshed 
andsiepraved you that you laugh at the one thing 
you love, and seek only that which you hate and 
which causes you unhappiness. You are so en- 
meshed that you do not understand your obliga- 
tion to this poor Tyrolese who has afforded you 
a pure enjoyment, yet you feel yourselves bound 
to humble yourselves gratuitously before a lord, 
without advantage or pleasure, and for some reason 
sacrifice for him your comfort and convenience. 
What nonsense! What incomprehensible sense- 
lessness! But it was not this that struck me most 
this evening. This ignorance of what gives happi- 
ness, this unconsciousness of poetic enjoyment, I 
almost understand, or have become used to, having 
often met it in my life; nor was the coarse, uncon- 
scious cruelty of the crowd new to me. Whatever 
the advocates of the popular spirit may say, a 
crowd is a combination possibly of good people, 
but of people who have come in touch merely 
on their baise, animal sides, and it expresses only 
the weakness and cruelty of human nature. How 
could you, children of a free, humane nation, as 
Christians or simply as human beings, respond with 
coldness and ridicule to the pleasure afforded you 
by an unfortunate mendicant? But no, in your 
country there are institutions for the needy. There 
are no beggars and must be none, nor must there 
be any compassion, on which mendicancy is based. 
But this man had laboured, he gave you pleasure, 
he implored you to give him something from your 
superabundance for his pains, of which you availed 
yourselves. But you, from yoiu" lofty, brilliant 
palace, regarded him with a cold smile and there 
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Aras not one among you hundred, happy, rich 
people who threw him anything. He went away 
humiliated, and the senseless crowd followed him 
laughing, and insulted not you but him, because 
you were cold, cruel, and dishonest; because* you 
stole the pleasure he had afforded you, they insulted 
him.’ 

‘On the seventh of July 1857, in Lucerne, in front of the 
Hotel Schweizerhof in which the richest people stay, an 
itinerant beggar singer sang and played the guitar for half 
an hour. About a hundred people listened to him. The 
singer asked them all three times to give him something. 
Mot one of them gave him anything, and many people 
laughed at him.’ 

This is not fiction, but a positive fact, which can 
be verified by anyone who likes from the permanent 
residents at the Hotel Schweizerhof, after ascertain- 
ing from the papers who the foreigners were who 
were staying at the Schweizerhof on the 7th of 

July- 

Here is an occurrence the historians of our time 
ought to record in indelible letters of fire. This 
incident is more significant, more serious, and has 
a profounder meaning, than the facts usually 
printed in newspapers and histories. That the 
English have killed another thousand Chinamen 
)ecause the Chinese buy nothing for money while 
heir country absorbs metal coins, that the French 
lave killed another thousand Arabs because com 
irows easily in Africa and constant warfare is useful 
tor training armies; that the Turkish Ambassador in 
Naples must not be a Jew, and that the Emperor 
Napoleon walks on foot at Plombi^res and assures 
the people in print that he reigns only by the will of 
the whole nation — ^all these are words that conceal 
or reveal what has long been known; but what 
happened at Lucerne on July the 7th appears to me 
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to be something quite new and strange, and relates 
not to the eternally evil side of human nature, but 
to a certain epoch in social evolution. This is a fact 
not for the history of human actions, but for the 
history of progress and civilization. 

Why is this inhuman occurrence, which would 
be impossible in any German, French, or Italian 
village, possible here where civilization, liberty, and 
equality have been brought to the highest point, 
and where the most civilized travellers from the 
most civilized nations congregate? Why have these 
developed, humane people, who collectively are 
capable of any honourable and humane action, no 
human, cordial inclination to perform a kindly 
personal action ? Why do these people — who in their 
parliaments, meetings, and societies are warmly 
concerned about the condition of the celibate 
Chinese in India, about propagating Christianity 
and education in Africa, about the establishment 
of societies for the betterment of the whole human 
race — not find in their souls the simple elemental 
feeling of human sympathy? Is it possible that they 
do not possess that feeling, and that its place has 
been occupied by the vanity, ambition, and cupidity 
governing these men in their parliaments, meetings, 
and societies? Can it be that the spread of the 
sensible and selfish association of men called civili- 
zation, destroys and contradicts the need for in- 
stinctive, loving association? And is it possible that 
this is the equality for which so much innocent 
blood has been shed and so many crimes committed ? 
Is it possible that nations, like children, can be 
made happy by the mere sound of the word equality? 

‘Equality before the law?’ But does the whole 
life of man take place in the sphere of law? Only a 
thousandth part of it depends on law, the rest takes 
place outside, in the sphere of social customs and 
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:onceptions. In this society the waiter is better 
Iressed than the singer and insults him with im- 
punity. I am better dressed than the waiter and 
insult him with impunity. The porter regards me 
as superior, and the singer as inferior, to himself; 
when I joined the singer he considered himself our 
equal and became rude. I grew insolent to the 
porter and he felt himself inferior to me. The 
waiter was insolent to the singer and the latter felt 
himself inferior to him. Can this be a free country — 
‘positively free* as people say — in which there is a 
single citizen who, without having caused harm to 
anyone, is put in prison for doing the only thing he 
can do to save himself from starvation ? 

What an unfortunate, pitiful creature is man, 
with his desire for positive decisions, thrown into 
this ever moving, limitless ocean of good and evil, 
of facts, conceptions, and contradictions! For ages 
men have struggled and laboured to place good 
on one side and evil on the other. Centuries pass, 
and whenever an impartial mind places good and 
evil on the scales, the balance remains even, and 
the proportion of good and evil remains unaltered. 
If only man would learn not to judge, not to think 
sharply and positively, and not to answer questions 
presented to him only because they are for ever 
unanswerable! If only he understood that every 
thought is both false and true 1 False by one-sided- 
ness resulting from man’s inability to embrace the 
whole of trudi, and true as an expression of one fact 
of human endeavour. 

Men have made subdivisions for themselves in 
this eternally moving, unending, intermingled chaos 
of good and evil; they have traced imaginary lines 
on that ocean, and expect the ocean to divide itself 
accordingly, as if there were not millions of other 
subdivisions made from quite other points of view 
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on another plane. It is true that fresh subdivisions 
are worked out from century to century, but 
millions of centuries have passed and millions more 
will pass. ‘Civilization is good, barbarianism is bad. 
Freedom is good, subjection is bad.’ This imaginary 
knowledge destroys the instinctive, beatific, primi- 
tive demand for kindliness in human nature. And 
who will define for me what is freedom, what is 
despotism, what is civilization, and what bar- 
barianism? Where does the boundary lie between 
the one and the other? Whose soul possesses so 
absolute a standard of good and evil that he can 
measure all the confused and fleeting facts? Whose 
mind is so great that it can comprehend and 
measure even the facts of the stationary past? And 
who has seen a condition in which good and evil 
did not exist together? And how do I know that it 
is not my point of view which decides whether I see 
more of the one than of the other? Who is capable, 
even for a moment, of severing himself so completely 
from life as to look down on it with complete 
detachment? We have one unerring guide, and 
only one — the universal Spirit which inspiring each 
and all of us, implants in every individual a craving 
for what ought to be; that same Spirit which causes 
the tree to grow towards the sun, the flower to shed 
its seeds in the autumn, and bids us instinctively 
draw closer together. 

And it is that one blissful and impeccable voice 
that the noisy, hasty development of civilization 
stifles. Who is more a man and less a barbarian: 
that lord who, seeing the threadbare clothes of the 
singer, angrily left the table, and for his efforts did 
not give lum a millionth part of his wealth, and 
who now sits, well fed, in a bright comfortable 
room, calmly disciissing the affairs in China and 
finding the massacres committed there quite 
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ustified — or the little singer, who risking imprison- 
ment and with a franc in his pocket has for twenty 
years been going over mountains and valleys doing 
no one any harm, but bringing consolation to them 
by his singing, and who was to-day insulted and 
almost driven out and, tired, hungry, and humili- 
ated, has gone to sleep somewhere on rotting straw? 

At that moment, in the dead stillness of the night, 
I heard somewhere in the far distance the little 
man’s guitar and voice. 

‘No,’ I said to myself involuntarily, ‘you have no 
right to pity him and to be indignant at the lord’s 
well-being. Who has weighed the inner happiness to 
be found in the soul of each of them? He is now 
sitting somewhere on a dirty door-step, gazing at 
the gleaming moonlit sky and gaily singing in the 
calm of the fragrant night; in his heart there is 
no reproach, or malice, or regret. And who knows 
what is now going on in the souls of all the people 
within these palatial walls? Who can tell whether 
among them all there is as much carefree benign 
joy in life and harmony with the world as lives in 
the soul of that little man? Endless is the mercy and 
wisdom of Him who has allowed and ordained that 
all these contradictions should exist. Only to you, 
nsignificant worm, who rashly and wrongly try 
;o penetrate His laws and His intentions — only to 
you do they seem contradictions. He looks down 
benignly from His bright immeasurable height and 
rejoices in the infinite harmony into which all your 
endless contradictory movements resolve them- 
selves. 

‘In your pride you thought you could separate 
yourself from the universal law. But you, too, with 
your mean and petty indignation at the waiters, 
have been playing your necessary part in the 
eternal and infinite harmony.’ 
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on his bent legs. He was of medium height, with a 
narrow, stooping back, and long tangled hair. He 
wore a short overcoat, and narrow torn trousers 
over a pair of rough uncleaned boots. A necktL 
twisted into a cord, was fastened round his lo^j 
white neck. A dirty shirt showed from under Vvia 
coat and hung over his thin hands. Yet despite tht 
extreme emaciation of his body, his face was while 
and delicate, and freshness and colour played on his 
cheeks above his scanty black beard and whiskers. 
His unkempt hair, thrown back, revealed a rather 
low and extremely clear forehead. His dark languid 
eyes looked softly, imploringly, and yet with dig- 
nity, before him. Their expression corresponded 
alluringly with that of the fresh lips, curved at 
the corners, which showed from under his thin 
moustache. 

Having advanced a few steps he stopped, turned 
to the young man, and smiled. He seemed to smile 
with difficulty, but when the smile lit up his face the 
young man — without knowing why — smiled too. 

‘Who is that?* he whispered to the servant, when 
the strange figure had passed into the room from 
which came the sounds of a dance. 

‘A crazy musician from the theatre,* replied the 
maid. ‘He comes sometimes to sec the mistress.* 

‘Where have you been, Del^sov?* someone just 
then called out, and the young man, who was 
named Del^sov, returned to the ball-room. 

The musician was standing at the door and, look- 
ing at the dancers, showed by his smile, his look, 
and the tapping of his foot, the satisfaction the 
spectacle afforded him. 

‘Come in and dance yourself,* said one of the 
visitors to him. 

The musician bowed and looked inquiringly at 
the hostess. 
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‘Go, go . . . Why not, when the gentlemen ask 

ou to?’ she said. 

The thin, weak limbs of the musician suddenly 
oune into active motion, and winking, smiling, and 
twitching, he began to prance awkwardly, and 
heavily about the room. In the middle of the 
quadrille a merry officer, who danced very viva- 
ciously and well, accidentally bumped into the 
musician with his back. The latter’s weak and 
weary legs did not maintain their balance and after 
a few stumbling steps aside, he fell full length on the 
floor. Notwitlutanding the dull thud produced by 
his fall, at first nearly everyone burst out laughing. 

But the musician did not get up. The visitors 
grew silent and even the piano ceased. Deldsov and 
die hostess were the first to run up to the fallen 
man. He was lying on his elbow, staring with d u ll 
eyes at the floor. When they lifted him and seated 
him on a chair, he brushed the hair back from his 
forehead with a quick movement of his bony hand 
and began to smile without answering their 
questions. 

‘Mr. Albert! Mr. Alberti’ said the hostess. 
‘Have you hurt yourself? Where? There now, I 
said you ought not to dance. He is so weak,’ she 
continued, addressing her guests, ‘ — he can hardly 
Wcdk. How could he dance?’ 

‘Who is he?’ they asked her. 

‘A poor man — an artist. A very good fellow, but 
pitiable, as you see.’ 

She said this unembarrassed by the presence of 
the musician. He suddenly came to himself and, as 
if afmid of something, shrank into a heap and 
pushed those around hW away. 

‘It’s all nothing!’ he suddenly said, rising firom 
his chair with an obvious effort. 

And to show that he was not at all hurt he went 
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into the middle of the room and tried to jum|>^ 
about, but staggered and would have fallen down 
again had someone not supported him. 

Everyone felt awkward, and looking at him th^ 
all became silent. 

The musician’s eyes again grew dim, and 
evidently oblivious of ever^'one he began rubbing 
his knee with his hand. Suddenly he raised his 
head, advanced a trembling leg, threw back his 
hair with the same heedless movement as before, 
and going up to the violinist took his violin from 
him. 

‘It’s nothing!’ he said once more, flourishing the 
violin. ‘Gentlemen, let’s have some music!’ 

‘What a strange person !’ the visitors remarked to 
one another. 

‘Perhaps a fine talent is perishing in this unfortu- 
nate creature,’ said one of the guests. 

‘Yes, he’s pitiable, pitiable!’ said a third. 

‘What a beautiful face! . . . I’here is something 
extraordinary about him,’ said Deldsov. ‘Let us 
see . . 


II 

Albert meanwhile, paying no attention to anyone, 
pressed the violin to his shoulder and paced slowly 
up and down by the piano tuning it. His lips took 
on an impassive expression, his eyes could not be 
seen, but his narrow bony back, his long white neck, 
his crooked legs and shaggy black head, presented 
a queer — but for some reason not at all ridiculous — 
spectacle. Having tuned the violin he briskly struck 
a chord, and throwing back his head turned to the 
pianist who was preparing to accompany him. 

'‘Melancolie G-durP he said, addressing the pianist 
with a gesture of command. 

Then, as if begging forgfiveness for that gesture, 
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he smiled meekly, and glanced round at the 
audience with that same smile. Having pushed 
vback his hair with the hand in which he held the 
bH>w, he stopped at the corner of the piano, and 
with a smooth and easy movement drew th» bow 
across the strings. A clear melodious sound was 
borne through the room and complete silenceensued. 

After that first note the theme flowed freely and 
elegantly, suddenly illumining the inner world 
of every listener with an unexpectedly clear and 
^nquillizing light. Not one false or exaggerated 
/sound impaired the acquiescence of the listeners: 
ihe notes were all clear, elegant, and significant. 
Everyone silently followed their development with 
tremulous expectation. From the state of dullness, 
noisy distraction and mental torpor in which they 
had been, these people were suddenly and imper- 
ceptibly carried into another quite different world 
that they had forgotten. Now a calm contemplation 
of the past arose in their souls, now an impas- 
sioned memory of some past happiness, now a 
boundless desire for power and splendour, now a 
feeling of resignation, of unsatisfied love and sad- 
ness. Sounds now tenderly sad, now vehemently 
despairing, mingled freely, flowing and flowing one 
after the other so elegantly, so strongly, and so 
unconsciously, that the sounds themselves were not 
noticed, but there flowed of itself into the soul a 
beautiful torrent of poetry, long familiar but only 
now expressed. At each note Albert grew taller 
and taller. He was far from appearing misshapen 
or strange. Pressing the violin with his chin and 
listening to his notes with an expression of passion- 
ate attention, he convulsively moved his feet. Now 
he straightened himself to his full height, now he 
strenuously bent his back. His left arm seemed to 
have become set in the bent position to which he 

K 2 
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had strained it and only the bony fingers moved 
convulsively: the right arm moved smoothly, 
elegantly, and almost imperceptibly. His face 
shone with uninterrupted, ecstatic joy: his eves 
burrA with a bright, dry brilliance, his nostrils ex- 
panded, Ills red lips opened with delight 
.Sometimes his head bent closer to the violin, his 
eyes closer], and his ihcc, half covered by his hair 
lit up with a smile of mild rapture. Sometimes he 
drew himsell up rapidly, advancing one foot, and his 
rVcAv \iroNv .md vW \>eaming look he cast round the 

"'Vi' a conscious- 

ss ol power. Once the pinnm blundered and 

struck a wrontr chord. Physical suffering was 
apparent in the whole face and figure of the 
musician. He paused for an instant and stamping 
«V5 with an expression of childish anger, cried; 
Mo//, ce molir The pianist recovered himself. 
Albert closed his eyes, smiled, and again forgetting 
himself, the others, and the whole world, gave him- 
self up rapturously to his task. 

All who were m the room preserved a submissive 
silence while Albert was playing, and seemed to live 
and breathe only in his music. 

**^®*|iy officer sat motionless on a chair by a 
window, directing a lifeless gaze upon the floor and 
breathing slovvly and heavily. The girls sat in com- 
plete silence along the walls, and only occasionally 
threw approving and bewildered glances at one 
anoffier. The hostess’s fat smiling face expanded 
with picture. The pianist riveted his eyes on 
Albert s face and, with a fear of blundering which 
expressed Itself in his whole taut figure, tried to keep 
up with him. One of the visitors who had drunk 
more than the others lay prone on the sofa, trying 

betraying his agi^S® 
Delisov experienced an unaccustomed sensation 
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t was as if a cold circle, now expanding, now con- 
racting, held his head in a vice. The roots of his 
air liecatne sensitive, cold shivers ran up his spine, 
amething rising higher and higher in his throat 
iricked his nose and palate as if with fine neCdles, 
iiid tears involuntarily wetted his cheeks. He shook 
limself, tried to restrain them and wipe them un- 
)crceived, but others rose and ran down his checks. 

Jy some strange concatenation of impressions tlic 
irst sounds of Alljert’s violin carried Del^sov back 

0 his early youth. Now no longer very young, 
.ired of life and exhausted, he suddenly felt himself 

1 self-satisfied, good-looking, blissfully fotdish and 
anconsciously happy lad of seventeen. Vie re- 
membered his first love — for his cousin in a little 
pink dress; remembered his first declaration of love 
made in a linden avenue; remembered the warmth 
and incomprehensible delight of a spontaneous kiss, 
and the magic and undivined mystery of the Nature 
that then surrounded him. In the memories that 
returned to him she shone out amid a mist of vague 
hopes, uncomprehended desires, and questioning 
faith in the possibility of impossible happiness. All 
the unappreciated moments of that time arose 
before him one after another, not as insignificant 
moments of a fleeting present, but as arrested, 

' growing, reproachful images of the past. He con- 
templated them with joy, and wept — wept not be- 
cause the time was past that he might have spent 
better (if he had it again he would not have under- 
taken to employ it better), but merely because it 
was past and would never return. Memories rose 
up of themselves, and Albert’s violin repeated 
again and again: ‘For you that time of vigour, love, 
and happiness has passed for ever, and will not 
return. Weep for it, shed all your tears, die weeping 
for that time — that is the best happiness left for you.* 
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Towards the end of* the last variation Albert’s 
face giew red, his eyes burnt and glowed, and large ^ 
drops of perspiration ran down his cheeks. ThtJ? 
veins of his forehead swelled up, his whole bociy 
came more and more into motion, his pale lips 
no longer closed, and his whole figure expressed 
ecstatic eagerness for enjoyment. 

Passionately swaying his whole body and tossing 
back his hair he lowered the violin, and with a smile 
of proud dignity and happiness surveyed the 
audience, 'riien his back sagged, his head hung 
down, his lips closed, his eyes grew dim, and he 
timidly glanced round as if ashamed of himself, and 
matlc his way sturnblingly into the other room. 

Ill 

SoMETHiNO Strange occurred with everyone present 
and something strange was felt in the dead silence 
that followed Albert’s playing. It was as if each 
would have liked to express what all this meant, 
but was unable to do so. What did it mean — this 
bright hot room, brilliant women, the dawn in tlie 
windows, excitement in the bloc^, and the pure 
impression left by sounds that had flowed past? 
But no one even tried to say what it all meant: on 
the contra^ evcry'onc, unable to dwell in those 
regions which the new impression had revealed to 
them, rebelled against it. 

‘He really plays well, you know!’ said the officer. 

‘Wonderfully!’ replied Delesov, stealthily wiping 
his check with his sleeve. 

‘However, it’s lime for us to be going,’ said the 
man who was lying on the sofa, having somewhat 
recovered. ‘We must give him something. Let’s 
make a collection.’ 

Meanwhile Albert sat alone on a sofa in the next 
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room. Leaning his elbows on his bony knees he 
stroked his face and ruffled his hair with his moist 
;;iid dirty hands, smiling happily to himself. 

They made a good collection, which DcMsov 
offered to hand to Albert. 

Moreover it had occurred to Dcl^sov, on whom 
the music had made an unusual and powerful im- 
pression, to be of use to tliis man. It occurred to 
him to take him home, dresss him, get him a place 
somewhere, and in general rescue him from his 
sordid condition. 

‘Well, are you tired?’ he asked, coming up to him. 

Albert smiled. 

‘You have real talent. You ought to study music 
seriously and give public perlormances.’ 

‘I’d like to have something to drink,’ said Albert, 
as if just awake. 

Delesov brought some wine, and the musician 
eagerly drank two glasses. 

'What excellent wine!’ he said. 

‘What a delightful thing that AUlancolie is!’ said 
Delesov. 

‘Oh, yes, yes!’ replied Albert with a smile — ‘but 
excuse me: I don’t know with whom I have the 
honour of speaking, maybe you arc a count, or a 
prince: could you, perhaps, lend me a little money?* 
I He paused a little. ‘I have nothing ... I am a 
poor man. I couldn’t pay it back.’ 

Deldsov flushed: he felt awkward, and hastily 
handed the musician the money that had been 
collected. 

‘T hank you very much 1* said Albert, seizing the 
money. ‘Now let’s have some music. I’ll play for 
, you as much as you like — only let me have a drink 
of something, a drink . . .’ he added, rising. 

Delesov brought him some more wine and asked 
him to sit beside him. 
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‘Excuse me if I am frank with you,’ he said, ‘your i 
talent interests me so much. It seems to me you are • 
not in good circumstances.’ 

AH>crt looked now at Dclc^sov and now at his 
hostess who had entered the room. 

‘Allow me to offer you my services.’ continued 
Delt^sov. ‘If you are in need of anythiiiL^ I should 
be glad if you would stay with me for a time. I am 
living alone and could perhaps be of use to you.’ 

Albert smiled and made no reply. 

‘Why don’t you thank him?’ said the hostess. ‘Of 
course it is a godsend for you. Only I should not 
advise \'ou to,* she continued, turning to Dclcsov 
and shaking her head disapprovingly. 

‘I am very grateful to you!’ said Albert, pressing 
Delesov’s hand with his own moist ones — ‘Only let 
us have some music now, please.’ 

But the other visitors were preparing to leave, 
and despite Albert’s endeavours to persuade them 
to stay they went out into the hall. 

Albert took leave of the hostess, put on his shabby 
broad-brimmed hat and old summer cloak, which 
was his only winter clothing, and went out into the 
porch with Dclcsov. 

When Del<^sov had seated himself with his new 
acquaintance in his carriage, and became aware of 
tlie unpleasant odour of drunkenness and unclean- 
ncss which emanated so strongly from the musician, 
he l)egan to repent of his action and blamed him- 
self for childish soft-heartedness and imprudence. 
Besides, every^thing Albert said was so stupid and 
trivial, and the fresh air suddenly made him so dis- 
gustingly drunk that Dclcsov was refuelled. ‘What 
am I to do with him?’ he thought. 

When they had driven for a quarter of an hour 
Albert grew silent, his hat fell down at his feet, and 
he himself tumbled into a comer of tlic carriaec 
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and began to snore. The wheels continued to creak 
monotonously over the frozen snow; the feeble light 
;f dawn hardly penetrated the frozen windows. 

Del<^sov turned and looked at his companion. 
The long body covered by the cloak lay lifoJessly 
beside him. The long head with its big black nose 
seemed to sway on that body, but looking closer 
Del<isov saw that what he had taken for nose and 
face was hair, and that the real face hung lower. 
He stooped and was able to distinguish Albert’s 
features. Then the beauty of the forehead and 
calmly closed lips struck him again. 

Under the influence of tired nerves, restlessness 
from lack of sleep at that hour of the morning, and 
of the music he had heard, Dclesov, looking at that 
face, let himself again be carried back to the blissful 
world into which he had glanced that night; he 
again recalled the happy and magnanimous days of 
his youth and no longer repented of what he had 
done. At that moment he was sincerely and warmly 
attached to All>crt, and firmly resolved to be of use 
to him. 


IV 

Next morning when he was awakened to go to his 
office, Delesov with a feeling of unpleasant surprise 
kaw around him his old screen, his old valet, and 
his watch lying on the small side-table. ‘But what 
did I expect to see if not what is always around 
me?’ he asked himself. Then he remembered the 
musician’s black eyes and happy smile, the motif of 
AlelancolUj and all the strange experiences of the 
previous night passed through his mind. 

, He had no time however to consider whether he 
had acted well or badly by taking the musician into 
his house. While dressing he mapped out the day, 
took his papers, gave the necessary household 
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orders, and hurriedly put on his overcoat and cr- 
shoes. Passing the dining-roorn door he loofccin. 
Albert, after tossing about, had sunk his face 
pillow, and lay in his dirty ragged shirt, dlic 
asleep on the leather sofa where he had beer 
deposited unconscious the night before. ‘There’s 
something wrong!’ thought Delcsov involuntarily. 

‘Please go to Bory uzovski and ask him to lend me 
a violin for a couple of days,’ he said to his man- 
servant, ‘When he wakes up, give him cofree and let 
him have some underclothing and old clothes of 
mine. In general, make him comfortable — please!’ 

On returning late in the evening Deldsov was 
surprised not to find Albert. 

‘Where is he?’ he asked his man. 

‘He went away immediately after dinner,’ replied 
the servant. ‘He took the violin and went away. 
He promised to be back in an hour, but he’s not 
here yet.’ 

‘Put, tut! How provoking!’ muttered Deldsov. 
‘Why did you let him go, Zakhar?’ 

Zakhar was a IVteishurg valet who had been in 
Delesov’s service for eight years. Deh'sov, being a 
lonely baclielor, could not help confiding his inten- 
tions to him, and liked to know his opinion about 
all his undertakings. 

‘How could I dare not to let him?’ Zakhar replied, 
toying with the fob of his watch. Tf you had told 
me to keep him in I might have amused him at 
home. But you only spoke to me about clothes.’ 

‘Pshaw! How provoking! Well, and what was 
he doing here without me?’ 

2^akhar smiled. 

‘One can well call him an “artist”,^ sir. As soon 

» In addition to its proper meaning, the word ‘artist’ was 
used in Russian to denote a thief, or a man dexterous at any- 
thing, good or bad. 
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as he woke he asked for Madeira, and then he 
amused himself with the cook and with the neii>;h- 
x)ur’s manservant. He is so funny. However, he is 
good-natured. I gave liim tea and brought him 
dinner. He would not cat anything himself, buskept 
inviting me to do so. But when it comes to playing 
the violin, even Izler has few artists like him. One 
may well befriend such a man. When he played 
Down the Little Mother V6lga to us it was as if a man 
were weeping. It was too beautiful. Even the 
servants from all the flats came to our bark- 
entrance to hear him.’ 

‘Well, and did you get him dressed?’ his master 
interrupted him. 

‘Of course. I gave him a night-shirt of yours and 
put my own paletot on him. A man like that is 
worth helping — he really is a dear fellow!’ Zakhar 
smiled. 

‘He kept asking me what your rank is, whether 
you have influential acquaintances, and how many 
serfs you own.’ 

‘Well, all right, but now he must be found, and in 
future don’t let him have anything to drink, or it’ll 
be worse for him.’ 

‘That ’s true,’ Zakhar interjected. ‘He is evidently 
feeble; our old master had a clerk like that . . .’ 

I But Delesov who had long known the story of the 
clerk who took hopelessly to drink, did not let 
Zakhar finish, and telling him to get everything 
ready for the night, sent him out to find Albert and 
bring him back. 

He then went to bed and put out the light, but 
could not fall asleep for a long time, thinking about 
(Albert. ‘Though it may seem strange to many of 
my acquaintances,’ he thought, ‘yet one so seldom 
> does anything for others that one ought to thank 
God when such an opportunity presents itself, and 
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I will not miss it. I will do anything — positively 
anything in my power — to help him. He may not be 
mad at all, but only under the influence of drink. 
It won’t cost me very much. Where there’s enough 
for ofie there’s enough for two. Let him live with 
me awhile, then we’ll find him a place or arrange a 
concert for him aiul pull him out of the shallows, 
and then see what happens.’ 

He experienced a pleasant feeling of self-satisfac- 
tion after this reflection. 

‘Really I’m not altogether a bad fellow,’ he 
thought. ‘Not at all bad even — when I compare 
myself with others.’ 

He was already falling asleep when the sound of 
opening doors and of footsteps in the hall roused 
him. 

‘Well, I’ll be stricter with him,’ he thought, ‘that 
will be Ix'st; and I must do it.* 

1 le rang. 

‘Have you brought him back?’ he asked when 
Zakhar entered. 

‘A pitiable man, sir,’ said Zakhar, shaking his 
head significantly and closing his eyes. 

‘Is he drunk?' 

‘He is very w'eak,’ 

‘.And has he the violin?’ 

‘I’ve brought it back. The lady gave it me.’ 

‘Well, please don't let him in here now. Put him 
to bed, and to-morrow l>e sure not to let him leave 
the house on any account.’ 

But before Zakhar was out of the room Albert 
entered it. 


V 

‘Do you want to sleep already?’ asked Albert with 
a smile. ‘And I have been at Anna Ivanovna’s and 
had a very pleasant evening. We had music, and 
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laughed, and there was delightful company. Let 
me have a glass of something/ he added, taking 
' 3ld of a water-bottle that stood on a little table, 
—but not water.’ 

Albert was just the same as he had beori the 
previous evening: the same beautiful smile in his 
eyes and on his lips, the same bright inspired fore- 
head, and the same feeble limbs. Zakhar’s paletot 
fitted him well, and the clean wide unstarched 
collar of the nightshirt encircled his thin white neck 
picturesquely, giving him a particularly childlike 
and innocent look. He sat down on Delcsov’s bed 
and looked at him silently with a happy and grate- 
ful smile. Del^sov looked into his eyes, and again 
suddenly felt himself captivated by that smile. He 
no longer wanted to sleep, he forgot that it was his 
duty to be stern: on the contrary he wished to make 
merry, to hear music, and to chat amicably with 
Albert till morning. He told Zakhar to bring a 
bottle of wine, some cigarettes, and the violin. 

‘There, that’s sidendid!’ said Albert. ‘It’s still 
early, and we’ll have some music. I’ll play for you 
as much as you like.’ 

Zakhar, with evident pleasure, brought a bottle 
of Lafittc, tw'o tumblers, some mild cigarettes such 
as Albert smoked, and the violin. But instead of 
going to bed as his master told him to, he himself 
lit a cigar and sat down in the adjoining room. 

‘Let us have a talk,’ said Dclcsov to the musician, 
who was about to take up the violin. 

Albert submissively sat down on the bed and 
again smiled joyfully. 

‘Oh yes!’ said he, suddenly striking his forehead 
with his hand and assuming an anxiously inquisi- 
tive expression. (A change of expression always 
preceded anything he was about to say.) — ‘Allow 
me to ask — ’ he made a slight pause — ‘that gentle- 
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man who was there with you last night — ^you called 
hint N — , isn’t he the son of the celebrated N — ?’ 

‘His own son,’ Del^sov answered, not at all 
understanding how that could interest Albert. 

‘E?ftictly!’ said Albert with a self-satisfied smile. 
‘I noticed at once something particularly aristo- 
cratic in his manner. I love aristocrats: there is 
something partienlarly beautiful and elegant in an 
aristocrat. And that oHicer who dances so well?' 
he asked. ‘I liked him veiy much too: he is so mcrr>' 
and so fine. Isn’t he Adjutant N. N.?’ 

‘Which one?’ asked liclesov. 

‘'I he one who bumped against me when we were 
dancing. He must be an excellent fellow.’ 

‘No, lie’s a shallow fellow,’ Dclt^sov replied. 

‘Oh, no!’ Alliert warmly defended him. ‘There 
is something very, very pleasant about him. He is 
a capital musician,’ he added. ‘He played some- 
thing thcie out of an opera. It’s a long time since 
I took such a liking to anyone.’ 

‘\'cs, he plays w<‘ll, but I don’t like his playing,’ 
said D<'lcsov, wisiiing to get his companion to talk 
alx^ut music. "He does nt>t understand classical 
music - I)oni/<'tti and Ucllini, you know, are not 
music, \\>u think so too, no doubt?’ 

'Oh, no, no, excuse me!’ b<*gan .\llx;rt with a 
gentle, pleading look, ‘I'hc old music is music, and 
the new music is music. There arc extraordinary 
beauties in the new music too. Sonnamhula^^ and the 
linalc of Lucta^ and Chopin, and Robert)^ I often 
think — ’ he paused, evidently collecting his thoughts 
— "iliat if Beethoven were alive he w'ould weep with 

> ( 7 pcra bv Bellini, produced in 1831. 

» Lucia di Lammtrmoar, an ojxrra by Donizetti, produced in 

Robert the Devil, an opera by Meyerbeer, produced in 1831, 
or possibly the allusion may be to Roberto Devereux by Doni- 

ECtti. 
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joy listening to Sonnambula, There is beauty every- 
wnerc. I heard Sonnambula i'or the lirst time when 
Viardot* and Rubini*^ were here. It was like 
this . . he said, and his eyes glistened as lie made 
a gesture with lx>th arms as though tearing some- 
thing out of his breast. ‘A little* more and it would 
have been impossible to l>ear it.’ 

‘And what do you think of the opera at the 
pres(*nt tune?’ asked DeU'sov. 

‘Hosio^ is gof)d, very good.’ he said, ‘extra- 
ordinarily exc|uisite, but she dot's not touch one 
heie,’ — pointing to his sunken tht'st. ‘A singer 
nt'eds passion, anti she has none. She gives jileasurc 
bnt <lo(‘s not toiment-’ 

‘How about Lablaehe?'^ 

‘I heard him in Paris in the Ilarbirr tie Si ville. He 
\%as uniejue then, but now he is old: ht' cannot be an 
artist, he is old.’ 

‘Well, what if he is old.* He is still good in 
morceaux d" ensemble ^ said Delesov, wlu) was in the 
habit of saying that of Labiat he. 

‘How “whtit if he is old.'*”’ rejoined Albert 
severely. ‘He should not be ol<i. An artist should 
not be old. Much is needed for art, but above all, 
tire !’ said he with glittering eyes and stretching both 
arms upwards. 

And a terrible inner fire really seemed to burn in 
his whole body. 

‘O my God !’ he suddenly exclaimed. ‘Don’t you 
know Petrov, the artist.'*’ 

* Pauline Viardot-Garcia- A celebrated operatic singer with 
whom Turgenev had a close friendship for many scars. 

* Ruhini. An Italian tenor who had great succra»s m Russia 
in the ’forties of the last century. 

^ Angidina Bosio, an Italian singer, who w'as in Petersburg 
in 1856-9. 

* Luigi Lablache. He was regarded as the chief basso of 
modern times. 
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•No, I don’t,* Del^sov replied, smiling. 

‘How I should like you to make his acquaintance ! 
You would enjoy talks with him. How well he 
understands art, too! I used often to meet him at 
Anna Ivdnovna’s, but now she is angry with him for 
some reason. 1 should very much like you to know 
him. He has great talent, great talent!’ 

‘Does he paint now?’ Delcsov asked. 

‘I don’t know, I think not, but he was an Academy 
artist. What ideas he has! It’s wonderful when he 
talks sometimes. Oh, Petrov has great talent, only 
he leads a very gay life . . . that’s a pity,’ Albert 
added with a smile. After that he got off the bed, 
took the violin, and began tuning it. 

‘Is it long since you were at the opera?’ Delcsov 
asked. 

Albert looked round and sighed. 

‘Ah, I can’t go there any more!’ he said. ‘I will 
tell you !’ And clutching his head he again sat down 
beside Dclesov and muttered almost in a whisper: 
‘I can’t go there. I can’t play there — I have nothing 
— nothing! No clothes, no home, no violin. It 
is a miserable life! A miserable life!’ he repeated 
sev<*ral times. And why should I go there? What 
for? No need !’ he said, smiling. ‘Ah ! Don Juan . . 

He struck his head with his hand. 

‘'riicn let us go there together sometime,’ said 
Delcsov. 

Without answering, Albert Jumped up, seized the 
violin, and began playing the finale of the first act 
of Don Juaxiy telling the story of the opera in his owm 
words. 

Delesov felt the hair stir on his head as Albert 
played the voice of the dying commandant. 

‘No!’ said Albert, putting down the violin. ‘I 
cannot play to-day. I have had too much to drink.’ 

But after that he went up to the table, filled a 
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:umblcr with wine, drank it at a gulp, and again sat 
lown on Delcsov’s bed. 

Dclesov looked at Albert, not taking his eyes off 
lim. Occasionally Albert smiled, and so did 
^elesov. They were both silent; but their looks and 
miles created more and more affectionate relations 
>etwcen them. Del^sov felt himself growing fonder 
>f tlic man, and experienced an incomprehensible 
oy. 

‘Have you ever been in love?' he suddenly asked. 

Albert thought for a few seconds, and then a sad 
>milc lit up his face. He leaned over to Delcsov and 
iot>ked attentively in his eyes. 

‘Why have you asked me that?' he whispered. T 
will tell you everv^thing, because I like you,’ he con* 
Linued, after looking at him for awhile and then 
glancing round. T won’t deceive you, but will tell 
you everything from the beginning, just as it 
happened.’ He stopped, his eyes wild and 
strangely fixed. *You know that my mind is weak,' 
he suddenly said. *Yes, yes,* he went on. ‘Anna 
Ivanovna is sure to have told you. She tells every- 
body that I am mad! That is not true; she says it 
as a joke, she is a kindly woman, and I have really 
not been quite well for some time.’ He stopped 
again and gazed w'ith fixed wide-open eyes at the 
dark doorway. ‘You asked whether I have been in 
love? . . . Yes, I have been in love,’ he whispered, 
lifting his brows. ‘It happened long ago, when I 
still had my job in the theatre. I used to play 
second violin at the Opera, and she used to have the 
lower-tier box next the stage, on the left.’ 

He got up and leaned over to Deldsov’s ear. 

‘No, why should I name her?* he said. ‘You no 
doubt know her — everybody knows her. I kept 
silent and only looked at her; I knew I was a |x>or 
artist, and she an aristocratic lady. I knew that 
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very well, I only looked at her and planned 
nothing . . 

Albert reflected, tr\Mng to remember. 

‘How it ha|)pt*necl I don’t remember; but I was 
once 'called in to accompany her on the violin. . . . 
Hut w'hat was I, a poor artist?’ he said, shaking his 
head and smiling. ‘Hut no, I can’t tell it . . he 
achhnl, clutching his hccul. ‘How ha[)py I was!’ 

‘V«‘s? And did you ofien go to her house?’ 
Dt lcsov asked. 

‘Once! Once onlv . . . but it was my own fault. 

I was mad! I was a poor aitist, and she an aristo- 
cratic lady. I ought not to have said anything to 
her. Hut I went mad and acted like a fool. Since 
then all has b<‘t*n o\<*r forme. lVii('>v told the tiuth, 
that it would ha\<‘ luen better for me to have seen 
her only at the tlicaio' . . 

‘Wliat was it you did?’ asked Delcsov. 

‘Ah, waif! Wait! I can’t speak of that!’ 

With hi.s face hidden in his hands he remained 
siUuit for some time. 

‘I came late to the orc hestra. Petre'w and I had 
Ih'c'u drinking that c'vening, and I was disiractc'd. 
She w^as sitting in her box talking to a general. I 
don’t know who that general was. She sat at the 
very edge of the l>ox, with her arm on the ledge; 
she hacl on a while diess and p<‘arls round her 
neck. Site talked to him and IcH^ked at me. She 
looked At me twice. Her hair was done like this. 
I was not playing, but stocxl near the basses and 
kK>ked at her. I’hcn for the first time I felt strange. 
She smiled at the general and looked at me. I felt 
she was speaking about me, and I suddenly saw 
that I was not ii\ the orchc'stra, but in tlie box beside 
her and holding her arm, just there. . . . How was 
tliat?’ Albert asked after a short silence. 

‘That was vivid imagination,’ said Delesov. 
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*No, no! , . , but I don’t know how to tell it,* 
Albert replied, frowning. ‘Even then I was poor 
,ind had no lodging, and when I went to the theatre 
I sometimes stayed the night there.’ 

‘What, at the theatre? In that dark, •mply 
place?’ 

‘Oh, I am not afraid of such nonsense. Wait a 
bit. . . . When they had all gone away I would go 
to the box where she had l^een sitting and sleep 
there. "I’hat was iny one delight. What nights I 
spent there! But once it began again. Many things 
appeared to me in the night, but I can’t tell you 
much.’ Albert glanced at Delesov with downcast 
eyes. AVhat was it?’ he asked. 

‘It is strange'!’ said Delesov. 

‘Xo, wait, wait!’ he continued, whispering in 
Df‘Icsov’s ear. ‘1 kissed her hand, wept there !)esidc 
her, and talkc<l much with her. I inhaled the scent 
of her perfume and heard her voice. She told me 
much in one night. I’hcn I took my violin and 
played soltly; and I played splendidly. Hut I felt 
frightened. I am not afraid of those foolish things 
and don’t believe in them, but I was afraid lor my 
head,’ he said, touching his forehead with an 
amiable smile. ‘I was frightened for my poor wits. 
It seemed to me that something had happened to 
tny head. Perhaps it’s nothing. What do you iliink?* 
Both w'cre silent for some minutes. 

*Und icenn die Wolken ste lerhnllen 

Die Sonne bleibt dock ewtg klar.*^ 

\lbert sang with a soft smile. ‘Is not that so?’ he 
iddcd. 

*Ich auch habe gelebt und ^enossen . . .’* 

‘And even if the clouds do hide it 
The sun remains for ever clear.* 

‘I, too, have lived and enjoyed.* 


z 
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Zakhdr cautiously ojxrncd the door and looked 
into the dining-room. 

' ‘Would you believe it, sir? He is asleep on the 
bare sofa ! He wouldn^t have anything spread on it, 
really. Like a little child. Truly, an artist.* 

Towards noon groaning and coughing were 
heard through the door. 

Zakhar again went into the dining-room, and 
Delesov could hear his kindly voice and Albert’s 
weak, entreating one. 

‘Well?’ he asked, when Zakhar returned. 

‘He ’s fretting, sir, won’t wash, and seems gloomy. 
He keeps asking for a drink.’ 

‘No. Having taken this matter up I must show 
character,’ said DeMsov to himself. 

He ordered that no wine should be given to 
Albert and resumed his book, but involuntarily 
li'^tcned to what was going on in the dining-room. 
7'hcre was no sound of movement there and an 
occasional deep cough and spitting was all that 
could be heard. Two hours passed. Having 
dressed, Delesov decided to look in at his visitor 
before going out. Albert was sitting motionless at 
the window, his head resting on his hand. He 
looked round. His face was yellow, wrinkled, and 
not merely sad but profoundly miserable. He tried 
*to smile by way of greeting, but his face took on 
a still more sorrowful expression. He seemed ready 
to cry. He rose with difficulty and lx)wed. 

‘If I might just have a glass of simple vodka!’ he 
said with a look of entreaty. ‘I am so weak — 
please !’ 

‘CoffTec will do you more good. Have some of 
that instead.’ 

Albert’s face suddenly lost its childlike expres- 
sion; he looked coldly, dim-eyed, out of the window, 
and sank feebly onto his chair. 
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‘Or would you like some lunch?* 

‘No thank you, I have no appetite.* 

‘If you wish to play the violin you will not disturb 
me,’ said Dcl<5sov, laying the violin on the table. 

AUx;rt looked at the violin with a contemptuous 
smile. 

‘No,* he said. ‘I am too w'cak, I can’t play,’ and 
he pushed the instrument away from him. 

Alter tliat, whatever Delcsov might say, offering 
to go for a walk with him, and to the theatre in the 
evening, he only bowed humbly and remained 
stublx>rnly silent. Delcsov went out, paid several 
calls, dined with friends, and before going to the 
theatre returned home to change and to see what 
the nuisirian was <loing. Albert was sitting in the 
dark hail, leaning his head in his hands and looking 
at the heated stove. He was neatly dressed, washed, 
and his hair was brushed; but his eyes were dim 
and lifeless, and his whole figure expressed weak- 
ness and exhaustion even more than in the morning. 

‘Have you dined, Mr. Albert?’ asked Delesov. 

Albert made an aflirmative gesture with his head 
and, after a fiightened look at Delcsov, lowered his 
eyes. Del<5sov felt uncomfortable. 

‘I spoke to the director of the theatre alx>ut you 
to-day,’ he said, also lowering his eyes. ‘He will be 
very glad to receive you if you will let him hear 
you.’ 

‘Thank you, I cannot play!* muttered Albert 
under his breath, and went into his room, shutting 
the door behind him very softly, 

A few minutes later the door-knob was turned 
ust as gently, and he came out of the room with the 
dolin. With a rapid and hostile glance at Delcsov 
le placed the violin on a chair and disappeared 
.gain, 

Deltbov shrugged his shoulders and smiled. 



‘What more am I to do? In what am I to blame?' 
he thought. 

► ‘Well, how is the musician?' was his first question 
when he returned home late tliat evening. 

‘Bad!* said Zakhar, briefly and clearly. ‘lie has 
been sighing and coughing and says nothing, except 
that he started begging for vodka four or five times. 
At last I gave him one glass — or else we might finish 
him off, sir. Just like the clerk . . 

‘Has he not played the vkilin?* 

‘Didn’t even touch it. I took it to liim a couple of 
times, but he just took it up gently and brought it 
out again,* Zakhar answered waili a smile. ‘So your 
orders are not to give him any drink?* 

‘No, w'e’ll wait another day and sec what happens. 
And what*s he doing now?* 

‘He has locked himself up in the drawing-room.* 
Delesov went into his study and chose several 
f rench books and a Cierman Bil>le. ‘Put these books 
in his room to-morrow, and see that you don't let 
him out,* he said to Zakhar. 

Next morning Zakhar informed his master that 
the musician had not slept all night: he had paced 
up and down the rooms, and had been into the 
pantry, trying to open the cupboard and the door, 
but he (Zakhar) had taken care to lock everything 
Kip. He said that while he pretended to be asleep he 
had heard Albert in the dark muttering something 
to himself and waving his arms about. 

Alliert grew gloomier and more taciturn every 
day. He seemed to be afraid of Delesov, and when 
their eyes met his face expressed sickly fear. He did 
not touch the books or the violin, and did not reply 
to questions put to him. 

On the third day of the musician's stay Del6sov 
returned home late, tired and upset. He had been 
driving about all day attending to a matter that had 
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promised to be very simple and easy but, as often 
happens, in spite of strenuous efforts he had been 
quite unable to advance a single step with it. 
Besides that he had called in at his club and had lost 
at whist. He was in bad spirits. 

‘Well, let him go his way !’ he said to Zakhdr, who 
toltl him of Albert’s sad plight. ‘To-morrow I’ll get 
a definite answer out of him, whether he wants to 
stay here and follow my advice, or not. If not, he 
needn’t! It seems to me that I have done all I 
could.’ 

‘There now, try doing good to people !’ he 
thought to himself. T put myself out for him, I keep 
that dirty creature in my house, so that I can’t 
rec eive a visitor in the morning. I bustle and run 
about, and he looks on me as if I were a villain who 
for his own pleasure has locked him up in a cage. 
And above all, he won’t take a single step to help 
himself. They arc all like that.’ (The ‘they’ 
referred to people in general, and especially to those 
with whom he had had business that day.) ‘And 
what is the matter with him now? What is he 
thinking about and pining for? Pining for the 
debauchery from which I have dragged him? For 
the humiliation in which he was? For the destitu- 
tion from which I have saved him? Evidently he ^ 
has fallen so low that it hurts him to see a decent 
life . . .’ 

‘No, it was a childish act,’ Dcl^sov concluded. 
‘How can I improve others, when God knows 
whether I can manage m>*sclf?’ He thought of 
etting Albert go at once, but after a litde reflection 
)ut it off till the next day. 

During the night he was roused by the sound of a 
able falling in the hall, and the sound of voices and 
x>tsteps. He lighted a candle and listened in 
uprise. 



AL.I}tSKi 9SI 

‘Wait a bit. I’ll tell my master,’ Zakhdr was 

saying; Albert’s voice muttered something inco- 
.herently and heatedly. Del^sov jumped up and ran 
into the hall with the candle. Zakhar stood against 
the front door in his night attire, and Albert,* with 
his hat and cloak on, was pushing him aside and 
shouting in a tearful voice: 

‘You can’t keep me here ! I have a passport,* and 
have taken nothing of yours. You may search me. 
I shall go to tlie chief of police ! . . .’ 

‘Excuse me, sir!’ Zakhar said, addressing his 
master while continuing to guard the door witli his 
bark. ‘He got up during the night, found the key in 
my overcoat pocket, and drank a whole decanter of 
liqueur vodka. Is that right? And now he wants to 
go away. You ordered me not to let him out, so I 
dare not let him go.’ 

On seeing Delesov Allx:rt made for Zakhdr still 
more excitedly. 

‘No one dare hold me ! No one has a right to I’ he 
shouted, raising his voice more and more. 

‘Step aside, Zakhar!’ said Delesov. ‘I can’t and 
don’t want to keep you, but 1 advise you to stay till 
the morning,’ he said to Albert. 

‘No one can keep me! I’ll go to the chief of 
police!’ Albert cried louder and louder, addressing 
himself to Zakhdr alone and not looking at 
Delesov. ‘Help !’ he suddenly screamed in a furious 
voice. 

‘What are you screaming like that for? Nobody 
b keeping you!’ said Zakhar, opening the door. 

Alljert stopped shouting. ‘You didn’t succeed, 
did you? Wanted to do for me — did you!’ he 
muttered to himself, putting on hb goloshes. W'ith- 
3ut taking leave, and continuing to mutter in- 

’ To be free to go from place to place it was necessary to 
liave a properly stamped passfxsrt from the police. 
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coherently, he went out. Zakhar held a light for 
him as far as the gate, and then came back. 

‘Well, God l>e thanked, sir!’ he said to his master. 
‘Who knows what might happen? As it is I must 
counl the silver plate . . .* 

Dc-lesov merely shook his head and did not reply. 
He vividly recalled the first two evenings he had 
spent with the musician, and recalled the last sad 
days which by his fault Albert had spent there, and ’ 
alx)ve all he recalled that sweet, mixed feeling of 
surprise, aifection and pity, which that strange man 
had aroused in him at lirst sight, and he felt sorry 
for him, ‘And what will become of him now?* he 
thought. ‘Without money, without warm clothing, 
alone in the middle of th<‘ night . . .* He was about 
to send Zakhar after him, but it was too late. 

‘Is it cold outside?’ he inquired. 

‘A hard frost, sir,’ replied Zakhar. ‘I forgot to 
inform you, but we shall have to buy more wood for 
fuel befoic the spring.’ 

‘How is that? You said that we should have 
some left over.’ 


VII 

It was indeed cold outside, but Allx’rt, heated by 
the liquor he had drunk and by the dispute, did not 
feel it. On reaching the street he looked round and 
rubbed his hands joyfully. The street was empty, 
but the long row of lamps still burned with ruddy 
light; the sky was clear and starry. ‘There now!’ he 
siiid, addressing the lighted window of Delcsov’s 
lodging, thrusting his hands into his trouser pockets 
unclcr his cape, and stooping forward. He went with 
hcavy\ uncertain steps down the street to the right* < 
He felt an unusual weight in his legs and stomach, 
something made a noise in his head, and some in-^’ 
visible force was throwing him from side to side. 
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but he still went on in the direction of Amia 
Ivanovna’s house. Strange, incoherent thoughts 
^passed through his mind. Now he remembered his 
last altercation with Zakhar, then for some reason 
the sea and his first arrival in Russia bv stcanftx)at, 
then a happy night he had passed with a friend in 
a small shop he was passing, then suddenly a 
familiar motif began singing itself in his imagina- 
tion, and he remembered the object of his passion 
and the dreadful night in the theatre. Despite 
their incoherence all these memories presented 
themselves so clearly to his mind that, closing his 
eyes, he did not know which was the more real: 
what he was doing, or what he was thinking. He 
did not realize or feel how his legs were moving, 
how he swayed and bumped against the wall, how he 
looked around him, or passed from street to street. 
He realized and felt only the things that, inter- 
mingling and fantastically following one another, 
rose in his imagination. 

Pa.ssing along the Little Morskdya Street, Albert 
stumbled and fell. Coming to hLs senses for a 
moment he saw an immense and splendid building 
before him and went on. In the sky no stars, nor 
moon, nor dawm, were visible, nor were there any 
-Street lamps, but everything was clearly outlined, 
in the windows of the building that tow^ered at the 
end of the street lights were shining, but those lights 
quivered like reflections. The building stood out 
nearer and nearer and clearer and clearer l^fore 
him. But the lights disappeared directly he entered 
the wide portals. All was dark within. Solitary foot- 
steps resounded under the vaulted ceiling, and some 
shadows slid rapidly away as he approached. ‘Why 
have I come here?’ thought he; but some irresistible 
‘force drew him on into the depths of the immense 
hall. There was some kind of platform, around 
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which some small people stood silently. *Who is 
going to sp)cak?* asked Albert, No one replied, 
except that someone pointed to the platform. A tall 
thin man with bristly hair and wearing a parti- 
coloured dressing-gown was already standing there, 
and Albert immediately recognized his friend 
Petrdv. ‘How strange that he should be here!’ 
thought he. ‘No, brothers!* Petrdv was saying, 
pointing to someone. ‘You did not understand 
a man living among you; you have not understood 
him ! He is not a mercenary artist, not a mechanical 
performer, not a lunatic or a lost man. He is a 
genius— a great musical genius who has perished 
among you unnoticed and unappreciated!* Albert 
at once understood of whom his friend was speaking, 
but not wishing to embarrass him he modestly 
lowered his head. 

‘The holy fire that we all serve has consumed him 
like a blade of straw !’ the voice went on, ‘but he has 
fulfilled all that (i<xl implanted in him and should 
therefore l>e called a great man. You could despise, 
torment, humiliate him,* the voice continued, grow- 
ing louder and lotider -‘but he was, is, and will be, 
iniineasurably higher than you all. He is happy, he 
is kind. He loves or despises all alike, but serves 
only that which was implanted in him from above. 
He loves but one thing — beauty, the one indubi- 
table blessing in the world. Yes, such is the man! 
Fall prostrate before him, all of you! On your 
knees!* he cried aloud. 

But another voice came mildly from the opposite 
corner of the hall: ‘I do not wish to bow my knees 
before him,’ said the voice, which Albert immedi- 
ately recognized as Del^sov’s. ‘Wherein is he great? 
Why should we bow before him? Did he behave 
honourably and justly? Has he been of any use to 
society? Ekm’t wc know how he borrowed money 
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id did not return it, and how he carried away his 
low-artist’s violin and pawned it? . . .* (O God, 
f/ow does he know all that?* thought Albert, hanging 
his head still lower.) ‘Do we not know how he 
flattered the most insignificant people, flaUered 
them for the sake of money?’ Del^sov continued — 
‘Don’t w'c know how he was expelled from the 
theatre? And how Anna Ivanovna wanted to send 
him to the police?’ (‘O God! That is all true, but 
defend me, Thou who alone knowest why I did it!* 
muttered Albert.) 

‘Cease, for shame!’ Pctrdv’s voire began again. 
‘What right have you to accuse him? Have you 
lived his life? Have you experienced his rapture?’ 
(‘True, true!’ whispered Albeit.) ‘Art is the 
higlicst manifestation of power in man. It is given 
to a few of the elect, and raises the chosen one to 
such a height as turns the head and makes it difficult 
for him to remain sane. In Art, as in every struggle, 
there are heroes who have devoted themselves 
entirely to its service and have perished without 
having reached the goal.’ Petrov stopped, and 
Albert raised his head and cried out: ‘True, true!* 
but his voice died away without a sound. 

‘It docs not concern you,’ said the artist Petr6v, 
turning to him severely. ‘Yes, humiliate and de- 
spise him,’ he continued, ‘but yet he is the best and 
happiest of you all.’ 

Albert, who had listened to these words with 
rapture in his soul, could not restrain himself, and 
went up to his friend wishing to kiss him. 

‘Go away ! I do not know you !’ Petrdv said. ‘Go 
your way, or you won’t get there.* 

^ see how the drink’s got hold of you ! You won’t 

get there,* shouted a policeman at the crossroad. 

1^ Albert stopped, collected his strength and, trying 
not to stagger, turned into the side street. 
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Only a few more steps were left to Anna Ivan- 
ovna’s door. From the hall of her house the light* 
fell on the snow in the courtyard, and sledges and 4 
carriages stood at the gate. 

Holding onto the banister with his numbed 
hands, he ran up the steps and rang. I’he sleepy 
face of a maid appeared in the opt'uing of the door- 
way, and she looked angrily at Albert. ‘You can’t!' 
she ci ic‘d. ‘ The ord<'rs are not to let you in,’ and she ' 
slammed the door to. T he sound of music and of 
women’s voices rea( lied the steps. Albert sat down, 
leaned his head against the wall, and closed his 
eyes. Immediately a throng of disconnected but 
kindred visions beset him with renewed force, 
engulfed him in their waves, and bore him away 
into the free and beautiful realm of dreams. ‘Yes, 
he was the best and happic'st!’ ran involuntarily 
through his imagination. T he sounds of a polka 
came through the door. TTiestr sounds also told him 
that he was the best and h.ippiest. T’he bells in the 
nearest church rang out tor early service, and these 
bells also said: ‘Yes, he is the best and happiest!’ . . . 
‘I will go back to the hall,’ thought Albert. ‘Petrov 
must tell me much more.’ But tliere was no one in 
the hall now, and instead of the artist Petrov, 
Albert himself stood on the platform and played orf^ 
the violin all that the v<3ice had said before. But the? 
violin w'as of stningc ctmstruciion; it was made oi 
glass and it had to be held in both hands and slowly 
pressed to the breast to make it produce sounds. 
The sounds were the most delicate and delightful 
Albert had ever heard. The closer he pressed the 
violin to his breast the more joyful and tender he felt. 
The louder the sounds grew the faster the shadows^ 
dis|>ci’scd and the briglitcr the walls of the hall 
were lit up by transparent light. But it was neces-^* 
sary to play the violin very warily so as not to 
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brcsik it. He played the glass instrument very care- 
fully and well. He played such things as he felt no 
fone would ever hear again. He was be ginning to 
grow tired when another distant, nuililetl sound 
distracted his atte'ntion. It was the sound of a bell, 
but it spoke words: said the bt‘ll, droning 

somewhere high up and far away, ‘he seems to you 
pitiful, you despise him, yc*t he is the be^st aiul 
. iia|)f>i<'st of men! No one will ever again play that 
insti ument.* 

These familiar words suddenly scorned so wi>e, so 
new, and so true, to AllK^rt that he stopped playing 
and, trying not to nuive, rai'^ed his arms and <*yes to 
he 4vcn. He felt that he was Ix^autiful and happy. 
Althougli there was no one else in th<‘ hall he 
exjr.uided his chest and stood on th(‘ platform with 
head proudly erect so that all might sec him. 
Suddenly someone’s hand lightly touched his 
shoulder; he lurnt'd and saw a woman in tlu“ faint 
light. She lookc'd at him sadly and slu)ok her head 
deprccatingly. He immediately realized that what 
he was doing was bad, and felt ashamed of himsrdf. 
‘Whither?’ he ask<‘d hc'r. She again gave- him a long 
fixed look and sadly inclined her head. It was she — 
none other than she whom he loved, and her gar- 
,^ents were the same; on her full white neck a siring 
|3f pearls, and her superb arms bare to above the 
elbow. She took his hand and led him out of the 
hall. ‘The exit is on the other side,’ said All^crt, but 
without replying she smiled and led him out. At 
the threshold of the hall Albert saw the moon and 
some water. But the water was not below as it 
usually is, nor was the moon a white circle in one 
^ place up above as it usually is. Moon and water 
were together and everywhere — alx)vc, l^low, at 
Ifthc sides, and all around them both. Albert threw 
himself with her into the moon and the water, and 
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realized that he could now embrace her, whom he 
loved more than anything in the world. He em- 
braced her and felt unutterable happiness. ‘Is this 
not a dream?’ he asked himself. But no! It was 
moro than reality: it was reality and recollection 
combined. Then he felt that the unutterable bliss 
he had at that moment enjoyed had passed and 
would never return. ‘What am I weeping for?’ he 
asked her. She looked at him silently and sadly. 
Albert understood what she meant by that. ‘But 
how can it be, since I am alive?’ he muttered. 
Without replying or moving she looked straight 
before her. ‘T his is terrible ! How can I explain to 
her that I am alive?’ he thought with horror. ‘O 
Lord ! I am alive, do understand me !’ he whispered. 

‘He is the best ;ind happiest!’ a voice was saying. 
But something was pressing more and more heavily 
on Albert. Whether it was the moon and the water, 
her embraces, or his tears, he did not know, but he 
felt he would not be able to say all that was neces- 
sary, and that sooi\ all would be over. 

Two visitors, leaving Anna Ivanovna’s house, 
stumbled over Albert, who lay stretched out on the 
threshold. One of them went back and called the 
hostess. 

‘Why, this is inhuman!’ he said. ‘You might let 
a man freeze like that!’ 

‘Ah, that Albert! I’m sick to death of him!* 
replied tlie hostess. ‘Annushka, lay him down 
somewhere in a room,’ she said to the maid. 

‘But I am alive — why bury me?* muttered Albert, 
as they carried him insensible into the room. 
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A TALE 

I 

I T was autumn. Two vehicles were going along 
the highway at a quick trot. In the first sat two 
^*women: a lady, thin and pale, and a maidservant, 
plump and rosy and shining. The maid’s short dry 
hair escaped from under her faded bonnet and her 
red hand in its torn glove k(‘pt pushing it back by 
fits and starts; her full bosom, covered by a woollen 
shawl, breathed health, her quick black eyes now 
Wcitched the fields as they glided past the window, 
now glanced timidly at her mistress, and now 
restlessly scanned the corners of the carriage. In 
front of her nose dangled her mistress’s bonnet, 
jKnned to the luggage carrier, on her lap lay a 
puppy, her feet were raised on the boxes standing 
on the floor and just audibly tapped against them 
to the creaking of the coach-springs and the clatter 
of the window panes. 

Having folded her hands on her knees and closed 
her eyes, the lady swayed feebly against the pillows 
placed at her back, and, frowning slightly, coughed 
^nwardly. On her head she had a white nightcap, 
and a blue kerchief was lied round her delicate 
W'hite throat. A straight line receding under the cap 
parted her light brown, extremely flat, pomaded 
hair, and there was something dry and deathly 
about the whiteness of the skin of that wide part- 
ing. Her features were delicate and handsome, 
but her skin was flabby and rather sallow, though 
there was a hectic flush on her cheeks. Her lips were 
dry and resdess, her scanty eyelashes had no curl in 
them, and her cloth travelling coat fell in straight 
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folds over a sunken breast. Though her eyes were 
closed her face bore an expression of weariness, 
iiiitaiion, and hal:)itual sufl'cring. \ 

A footniati, leaning on the arms of his seat, was 
dozing on the box. T he mail-coach driver, shouting 
lustily, urged on his four big sweating horses, 
occasionally turning to the other driver who called 
to him from the caleche behind. The broad parallel 
tracks of th(‘ lyres spr(‘ad themselves evenly and fast^ 
on the muddy, chalky surface of the road. The sky 
was grey and cc^Ul and a damp mist was settling on 
the liekls and road. It was stuffy in the coach and 
there was a srrK'll of Kau-de-Col(\gnc and dust. The 
invalid drew back her head and slowly opened her 
beautiful daik eyt s, which were large and brilliant. 

'Again,’ she said, nervously pushing away with 
her bt'autiful thin hand an end of her maid’s cloak 
which had lightly touched her foot, and her mouth 
twitched painfully. Matresha gathered up her 
cloak with both hands, rose on her strong legs, and 
seated herself farther away, while her fresh face 
grew scarlet. The lady, leaning with both hands on 
th<! seat, also tried to raise herself so as to sit up 
higher, but her strength faihd her. Her mouth 
twisted, and her whole face became distorted by a 
look of impotent malevolence and irony. ‘You^ 
nuglit at least help met . . . No, don’t bother! I 
can do it myself, only don’t put your bags or any- 
thing be hind me, for goodness’ sake! . . . No, better 
not touch me since you don’t know how to!’ The 
lady closed her eyes and then, again quickly raising 
her c\elids, glared at the maid. Matresha, looking 
at her, bit her red nether lip. A deep sigh rose from 
the invalid’s chest and turned into a cough before i 
it was completed. She turned away, puckered her , 
face, and clutched her chest with both hands. \Vhen\ 
the coughing fit was over she once more closed her 
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eyes and continued to sit motionless. The carriage 
and caleche entered a village. Matresha stretched 
out her thick hand from under her shawl and 
crossed herself. 

‘What is it.'*’ asked her mistress. 

‘A post-station, madam.’ 

‘I am asking why you crossed yourself.* 

‘'I'hcre’s a church, madam.’ 

The invalid turned to the window and began 
slowly to cross herself, looking with large wide-oj)en 
eyes at the big village church her carriage was 
pa.ssing. 

The carriage and caleche l>oth stopj>ed at the 
post-station and the invalid’s husband and doctor 
stepped out of the caleche and went up to the ('oach. 

‘How are you feeling?’ asked the doctor, taking 
her pulse. 

‘\Vell, my dear, how are you-- not tired?’ asked 
the husband in Frcncli. ‘Wouldn’t you like to get 
out?’ 

Matresha, gathering up the bundles, .sejuerzed 
herself into a corner so as not to interfere with their 
conversation. 

‘Nothing much, just the same,’ replied the in- 
valid. T won’t get out.’ 

Her husband after standing there a while went 
into the station-house, and Maticsha, too, jumped 
Dut of the carriage and ran on tiptoe across the 
mud and in at the gate. 

Tf I feel ill, it’s no reason for you not to have 
lunch,’ said the sick woman with a slight smile to 
the doctor, who was standing at her window. 

‘None of them has any thought for me,’ she added 
‘o herself as soon as the doctor, having slowly 
valked away from her, ran quickly up the steps to 
Jie station-house. ‘They arc well, so they don’t 
:are. Oh, my God !’ 
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‘Well, Edward Ivanovich?* said the husband, 
rubbing his hands as he met the doctor with a 
merry smile. ‘I have ordered the lunch-basket to be 
brought in. What do you think about it?* 
‘A**capital idea,* replied the doctor. 

‘Well, how is she?* asked the husband with a sigh, 
lowering his voice and lifting his eyebrows, 

‘As I told you: it is impossible for her to reach 
Italy — God grant that she gets even as far as 
Moscow, especially in this weather.* 

‘But what are we to do? Oh, my God, my God !’ 
and the husband hid his eyes with his hand. ‘Bring 
it here !* he said to the man who had brought in the 
lunch-basket. 

‘She ought to have stayed at home,* said the 
doctor, shrugging his shoulders. 

‘But what could I do?* rejoined the husband. 
‘You know I used every possible means to get her tc 
stay. I spoke of the expense, of our children whom 
we had to leave behind, and of iny business affairs, 
but she would not listen to anything. She is making 
plans for life abroad as if she were in good health. 
To tell her of her condition would be to kill her,* 
‘But she is killed already — you must know that, 
Vasfli Dmftrich, A person can’t live without lungs, 
and new lungs won’t grow. It is sad and hard, bu^ 
what is to be done? My business and yours is to se. 
that her end is made as peaceful as possible. It*s a 
priest who is needed for that.* 

‘Oh, my God ! Think of my condition, having to 
remind her about her will. Come what may I can*t 
tell her that, you know how good she is . • .* 

‘Still, try to persuade her to wait till the roads arc 
fit for sledging,’ said the doctor, shaking his head 
significantly, ‘or something bad may happen on the 
journey.* 

‘Aksyiisha, hello Aksyiisha!* yelled the station- 
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master’s daughter, throwing her jacket over her head 
and stamping her feet on the muddy back porch. 
‘Gome and let’s have a look at the Shfrkin lady: 
they say she is being taken abroad for a chest trouble, 
and I’ve never seen what consumptive people look 
like !’ 

She jumped onto the threshold, and seizing one 
another by the hand the two girls ran out of the 
gate. Checking their pace, they passed by the 
coach and looked in at the open window. The 
invalid turned her head towards them but, noticing 
their curiosity, frowned and turned away. 

‘Dc-arie me!’ said the station-master’s daughter, 
quickly turning her head away. *What a wonderful 
beauty she must have been, and see what she’s like 
now! It’s dreadful. Didyousce,didyou, Aksyiisha?’ 

‘Yes, how thin!’ Aksyiisha agreed. ‘Let’s go and 
look again, as if we were going to the well. See, she 
has turned away, and I hadn’t seen her yet. What 
a pity, Masha !’ 

‘Yes, and what mud !’ said Masha, and they both 
ran through the gate. 

‘Evidendy I look frightful,’ thought the invalid. 
‘If only I could get abroad quicker, quicker. I 
should soon recover there.’ 

‘Well, my dear, how arc you?’ said her husband, 
pproaching her and still chewing. 

‘Always the same question,’ thought the invalid, 

^ ‘and he himself is eating.* 

‘So-so,’ she murmured through her dosed teeth. 

‘You know, my dear, I’m afraid you’ll get worse 
travelling in this weather, and Edward Ivanovich 
says so too. Don’t you think we’d better turn back?* 

^ She remained angrily silent. 

*The weather will perhaps improve and the roads 
rbe fit for sledging; you will get better meanwhile, 
and we will all go together.* 



«9‘> THREE DfeATHS 

Excuse me. If I had not listened to you for so 
lont?, I should now at least have reached Berlin, and 
have been quite well.’ 

‘What could be done, my angel? You know ' 
was r/npossible. But now if you staved anothc 
in.Hith you would get nicely better, I should ha\. 
whh us and we could take the children® 

‘TIk; children arc well, but I am not.’ 

But do understand, my dear, that if in this 

weather you should get w.)rsc on the road At 

least you would be at Ivune.’ 

‘What of Ix-ing at home? ... To die at home^’ 

answered the invalul. Haring up. But the word 

die evidently Irightencd her, and she looked im- 

h m questionmgly at her husband. He 

su Fcnlv w-' I i vu" invalid’s mouth 

su,ld«nly widened like a child’s, and tears rolled 

down her c hecks I h r husband hid his face in his 

‘No. I will go on,’ sai<l the invaliil, and lifting her 
eyes to the sky she folded her h.uuls and b5gan 
Vi mperu.g m. oh. rent ^^olds: 'Oh, ,„y Ood, ^WlaOs 
It lot: she said and iu-r tears Howed foster She 
pia\cd long and lervi ntly, but her chest ached and 
folt as tight as beloie; the sky, tlic fields, and the 
road were just .is giev and gloomy and the 
autumu.al mist fell, neither thickening\\or ifftW 
and .settled on the muddy road, the roofs tlfe 
oiriiage and the slieepskm coats of the drivers 
who talking in their strong merry voices w'crc 
greasing the wheels and harnessing the horses. 

II 

The carriage was ready but the driver still loitered 
He had gone into the drivers’ room at the station. 
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' It was hot, stiifTy, and dark thrrc, w ith an opprcs- 
|Siv'e smell of'bakinje: broad, cabbai^e, sheepskin irar- 
jments, and humanity. Several drivers were silling 
^n the room, and a cook was busy at the oven, on the 
of whic'li lay a sick man wrapjx'd in slK'Ofwkins. 

^ ‘Uncle I'heodore! I say, Uncle 'rheodore!’ said 
the young driver, entering the room in his sheep- 
skin coat with a whip stuck in his belt, and addressing 
the sick man. 

"What do you want Theodore for, lazyl>ones?’ 
asked one of the driv^ers. ‘'I'here’s your carriage 
%paiting for you.’ 

‘I want to ask for his hoots; mine are quite worn 
out,' answered the young fellow, tossing back his 
hair and stiaighlening the mitttms tuckeil in his 
bi‘lt. ‘Is he aslet'p? I say. Uncle Theodore!’ he 
fej)cated, walking over to the oven, 
j ‘What is it?’ answered a weak voice, and a lc*an 
Jare with a red beard looked down Irorn the oven, 
I^Nhile a broad, emaciated, pale, and hairy hand 
|3ulled up the coat over the dirty shirt covering his 
angular shoulder. 

‘(yive me a drink, lad. . • . What is it you want?’ 


I'he lad handed him up a dipp<^ r with water. 

‘Wt‘ll, you sec, "l lteodoie,’ lu' said, stepping from 
foot to fcjot, T expect you don’t nec'd your new 
^ots now; won’t you let me have them? I don’t 
suppose you’ll go about any mf)re.’ 
f The sick man, lowering liis weary head to the 
shiny dipper and immersing his si)arse drooping 
moustache in the turbid water, drank feebly but 
eagerly. His matted beard was dirty, and his 
sunken clouded eyes had difficulty in looking up at 
the lad's face. Having finished drinking he tried to 
lift his hand to wipe his wet lips, but he could not 
do so, and rubbed them on the sleeve of his coat 
instead. Silently, aiul breathing heavily through 
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his nose, he looked straight into the lad’s eyes, 
collecting his strength. 

‘But perhaps you have promised them to some- 
one else?’ asked the lad. ‘If so, it ’s all right. Th|& 
worst of it is, it’s wet outside and I have to go about 
my work, so I said to myself: “Suppose I ask 
Theodore for his boots; I expect he doesn’t need 
them.” If you need them yourself— -just say so.’ 

Something began to rumble and gurgle in the 
sick man s chest; he doubled up and began to choke 
with an abortive cough in his throat. 

Need them intleed!’ the cook snapped out un- 
expectedly so as to be heard by the whole room. 
He liasn t come down from the oven for more than 
a month! Hear how he’s choking — it makes me 
ache inside just to hear him. What does he want 
with boots? They won’t bury him in new boots. 
And It was time long ago— God forgive me the sin! 
See how he chokes. He ought to be taken into the 
other room or somewhere. They say there are 
lujspitals in the town. Is it right that he should 
take up the whole corner? -there’s no more to be 
said. I vc no room at all, and yet they expect 
cleanliness ! 

‘Hullo, Sergey ! Corne along and take your place 
the gentlefolk are waiting!’ shouted the drivers 
overseer, looking in at the door. 

Sergey was about to go without waiting for z 
reply, but the sick man, w'hile coughing, let hinr 
understand by a look that he wanted to give him an 
answer. 

‘Take my boots, Sergey,’ he said when he had 
mastered the cough and rested a moment. ‘But 
listen. . . . Buy a stone for me when I die,’ he added 
hoarsely. 

‘Thank you, uncle. Then I’ll take them, and I’W 
buy a stone for sure.’ 
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•There, lads, you heard that?* the sick man 
managed to utter, and then bent double again and 
began to choke. 

‘All right, we heard,* said one of the drivers. 
‘Go and take your scat, Sergey, there *s the overseer 
running back. The Shlrkin lady is ill, you know.* 

Sergey quickly pulled ofl' his unduly big, dilapi- 
dated boots and threw them under a bench. Uncle 
Theodore’s new boots just fitted him, and having 
put them on he went to the carriage with his eyes 
fixed on his feet. 

‘What fine boots! Let me grease them,* said a 
driver, who held some axle-grease in his hand, as 
Sergey climbed onto the box and gathered up the 
reins. ‘Did he give them to you for nothing?’ 

‘Why, arc you envious?* Sergey replied, rising 
and wrapping the skirts of his coat under his legs. 
‘Off with you ! Gee up, my beauties !’ he shouted to 
the horses, flourishing the whip, and the carriage 
and caleche with their occupants, portmanteaux, 
and trunks rolled rapidly along the wet road and 
disappeared in the grey autumnal mist. 

The sick driver was left on the top of the oven in 
the stufiy room and, unable to relieve himself by 
coughing, turned with an effort onto his other side 
%nd became silent. 

Till late in the evening people came in and out of 
the room and dined there. The sick man made no 
sound. When night came, the cook climbed up onto 
the oven and stretched over his legs to get down her 
sheepskin coat. 

‘Don’t be cross with me, Nastasya,* said the sick 
man. ‘I shall soon leave your corner empty.* 

‘All right, all right, never mind,* muttered Nas- 
tasya. ‘Butwhat is it that hurts you? Tell me, uncle.* 

‘My whole inside has wasted away. God knows 
what it is!* 
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‘I suppose your throat hurts when you cough?’ 

Tw(»ry thing hurts. My death has come — that’s 
how it is. Oh, oh, oh!’ moaned the sick man. 

‘CV)vor up your feet like tliis,’ said Nastasya, 
di awing his coat over him as she climbed down 
from the oven. 

A night-light burnt dimly in the room. Nastasya 
and some ten drivc*rs slept on the floor or on the 
benches, loudly snoring. The sick man groaned 
feebly, coughed, and turned about on the oven. 
Towards morning he grew tpiite quiet. 

T had a queer dream last night,’ said Nastasya 
next morning, stretching herself in the dim light. 
‘I dn*amt that Uncle Theodore got down from the 
oven and went out to chop wood. “Come, Nas- 
tasya,” he sa>s, “I’ll help you!” and I say, “How 
can you chop wood now?”, but he just seizes the 
axe and begins chopping (|uickly, quickly, so that 
tin' chips fly all about. “Why,” I say, “haven’t you 
been ill.*” “No,” he .says, 'T am well,” and he 
swings the ax<‘ so that I was quite frightened. I 
gave a cry and woke up. I wonder whether he is 
deaf!! Ihiide Theodore! I say, Uncle Theodore!’ 

Tla'odore did not answea*. 

‘True enough he may have died. I’ll go and see, 
said one of llu* drivers, waking up. 

'riu' lean hand covered with naldish hair that 
hung dowai from the oven was pale and cold. 

Tdl go and tell the station-master,’ said the 
driver. T think he is dead.’ 

Tlieodore had no relatives: he was from some 
distant place. They buried him next day in the 
new cemetery" beyond the wood, and Nastasya went 
on for da>'s telling cvciybody of her dream, and 
of having been the first to discover that Uncle 
Theodore was dead. 
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III 

String had come. Rivnilcls of water hurried down 
the wet strc*<‘ls of the ciiv, ^iir^lini^ hetwec^n^himps 
oftVozen manure; the Cfiloiirs oftht^ peoj^le's clothes 
iis they moved aloiiLj thc^ sti<*(‘ts looki*d viviil and 
their voices sounded shrill. Beliind th«‘ i^arden- fences 
the budson tlu' tree s werc'swellintj; and their branches 
were just audibly swaN int; in ihelresh breeze. Iwery- 
wht^re trails] )areni drops w(*rt' Ibrmini^ and lalliiuj. 
. . . riie sparrows ( hirjied, and (iul(<‘i<*il awkwardly 
with their little win.es. On th<* sunny sid<‘ of the 
street, on the ieiu <‘s, houses, and tre es, everythinre 
\v<is in motion and sjxirklini^. 'I'li^ re was joy and 
vouth everywheie in the sky, on the earth, and in 
tlie hearts of men. 

In one of the chief streets fresh straw had been 
strewn on the road Ix'fore a lar^e, impoit.inl hous<', 
where the invalid who had been in a hurry to go 
abroad lay d\ing. 

At the closed door of her room stood the invalid’s 
husband and an elderly woman. On the sofa a 
pri<'st sat with bowed head, holding something 
wrapped in his stole. In a corner of the room the 
sick woman’s old mother lay on an invalid chair 
weeping bitterly: beside her stf»od one maidservant 
holding a clean handkerchief, waiting for her to ask 
for it; w'hile another was rubbing her temples w'ith 
something and blowing under the old lady’s cap 
onto her grey head. 

‘Well, may Christ aid you, dear friend,’ the 
husband said to the elderly woman w*ho stood near 
him at the door. ‘She has such conlidcnce in you 
and you know so well how to talk to her, so persuade 
her as well as you can, my dear — go to her.’ He was 
about to open the door, but her cousin stopped him. 
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pressing her handkerchief several times to her eyes 

and giving her head a shake. 

‘Well, I don’t think I look as if I had been crying 
now,’ said she and, opening the door herself, 
went In. 

The husband was in great agitation and seemed 
quite distracted. He walked towards the old 
woman, but while still several steps from her turned 
back, walked about the room, and went up to the 
priest. The priest looked at him, raised his eye- 
brows to heaven, and sighed: his thick, greyish 
beard also rose as he sighed and then came down 
again. 

‘My God, my God!* said the husband. 

‘Wliat is to be done?’ said the priest with a sigh, 
and again his eyebrows and beard rose and fell. 

‘And her mother is here!’ said the husband almost 
in despair. ‘She won’t be able to bear it. You see, 
loving her as she does ... I don’t know! If you 
would only tty to comfort her, Father, and persuade 
her to go away.’ 

The i)riest got up and went to tlie old woman. 

‘It is true, no one can appreciate a mother’s 
heart,’ he said — ‘but God is merciful.’ 

The old woman’s face suddenly twitched all over, 
and she began to hiccup hysterically. 

‘God is merciful,’ the priest continued when she 
^ew a little calmer. ‘Let me tell you of a patient 
in my parish who was much w^orsc than Mary 
Dmitrievna, and a simple tradesman cured her in 
a short time witli various herbs. I’hat tradesman is 
even now' in Moscow. I told Vasili Dmitrich — w'c 
might try him. ... It w'ould at any rate comfort the 
invalid. To God all is possible.’ 

‘No, she wdll not live,’ said the old woman. ‘God 
is taking her instead of me,’ and the hysterical 
hiccuping grew so violent that she fainted- 
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The sick woman’s husband hid his face in his 
^ hands and ran out of the room. 

In the passage the first ]>crson he met was his six- 
year-old son, who was running full speed after his 
younger sister. • 

‘Won’t you order the children to be taken to their 
mamma?’ asked the muse. 

‘No, she doesn’t want to see them - it would 
upset her.’ 

The boy stopped a moimuit, looked intently into 
his father’s face, then gave a kick and ran on, 
shouting merrily. 

‘She pretends to be the black horse, Papa!* he 
shouted, jxiinling to his sister. 

Meanwhile in the other room the cousin sat 
down beside the invalid, and tried by skilful con- 
versation to pn'pare her for the thought of death. 
The doctor was mixing a draught at another 
window. 

1 he patient, in a white dressing gown, sat up in 
bed supported all round by pillows, and looked at 
her cousin in silence. 

‘Ah, my dear friend,’ she said, unexpe ctedly in- 
terrupting her, ‘don’t prepare me! Don’t treat me 
like a child. I am a Christian. I know it all. I 
know I have not long to live, and know that if my 
husband had listened to me sooner I should now 
have been in Italy and perhaps — no, certainly — 
should have been w(!ll. Evcrylx>dy told him so. 
But what is to be done? Evidently this is Cod’s 
wish. We have all sinned heavily. I know that, 
but I trust in God’s mercy everybody will be for- 
given, probably all will be forgiven. I try to under- 
stand myself. I have many sins to answer for, dear 
friend, but then how much I have had to suffer! 
I try to bear my sufferings patiently . . 

‘Then shall I call the priest, my dear? You will 
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feel still more comfortable after receiving com- 
munion/ said her cousin. 

d’he sick woman bent her head in assent. 

‘fiod forgive me, sinner that I am!’ she whispered. 

Tho cousin went out and signalled with her eyes 
to the priest. 

‘Sh<‘ is an angel!’ she said to tlu* husband, with 
tears in heu' eyes. 'I'Ik* liusband burst into t(‘ars; 
the piiest went into the next room; the invalid’s 
mother was still unconscious, and all was silent 
theie. Five minuti's later he came out again, and 
after taking oif his stole*, stmightened out his liair. 

‘I hank tjod she is Ccdiuer now,’ she said, ‘and 
wish<\s to S('(; you.’ 

'File cousin and th(* husband went into the sick- 
room. 'Flic invalid was silently weeping, gazing at 
an icon. 

‘I congratulat(' you, m\' dear,’* said her husband. 

‘'Fhankyou! Ht»\\ well f fef*! now% wliat in<*xpres- 
sible sweetness 1 I’eel!’ said tlie sick woman, and a 
soil smile plavcd on her thin lips. ‘How men iful 
(iod is! Fs He not.* Men iful and all powerful!’ 
and ag.iin she looked at the it on with eager entreaty 
an<l h(*r eyes full of tears. 

Fheu suddenly, as il she remembered something, 
she beckoned to h<'r husband to cornc closer. 

‘You never want to do w hat I ask . . .’ she said in 
a feeble and dissatisiied voice. 

The husband, craning his neck, listened to her 
humbly. 

‘What is it, my dear?’ 

‘How many times have I not said that these 
doctors don't know anything; there are simple 
women who can heal, and who do cure. The pi iest 
told me . . . there is also a tradesman . . . Send!’ 

* It was customary in Russia to congratulate people who 
had received communion. 
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‘For whom, my dear?’ 

* JO God, you don’t want to understand anything!* 
. . . v\nd the sick woman’s face puckered and she 
closed her eyes. 

"I’hc doctor <'ame up and took her hnnd,® Her 
pulse was bciiting more and more leel)ly. He 
glanced at the husband. TIk' itualid noti('(‘d that 
gesture and looked round in aifiight. I hc cousin 
turned away and began to ciy. 

‘Don’t cry, don't torture yourst'lf and me,’ said 
the patient. ‘Don’t take from me the last of my 
traiupiillity.’ 

‘You are an angel,’ said the cousin, kissing her 
hand. 

‘Xo, kiss me here! Only dead people arc kisst'cl 
on the hand. My God, my (iod!’ 

That same evening the patient was a cc>rpse, and 
the body lay in a collin in the music room of the 
large house. A deacon sat alone in that big room 
reading the psalms of David through his nose in a 
monotonous voice. A bright light from the wax 
Candles in their tall silver candlesticks fell on the pale 
bn>w of the dead woman, on her heavy wax-like 
bands, on the stiff folds of the pall which bnaight 
)ut in awesome relief the knees and the toes. 'I he 
deacon without understanding th(! woids read on 
lionolonously, and in the quiet room the words 
lounded strangely and died away. Now and then 
Vom a distant room came the sounds of children’s 
.voices and the patter of their feet. 

‘Thou hidest thy face, they are troubled,* said the 
Dsalter. ‘Thou takest away their breath, they die 
md return to their dust. Thou sendest forth thy 
pirit, they are created: and thou renewest the face 
>f the earth. The glory of the Lord shall endure for 
ver.’ 

The dead woman’s face looked stern and majestic. 
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Neither in tiie clear cold brow nor in the firmly 
closed lips was there any movement. She seemed 
attention. Hut had she even now understood wose 
solemn words? „ 


IV 

A MONTH later a stone chapel was being erecfo 
over the grave of tlic deceased woman. Over the 
driver s tomb there was still no stone, and only the 
^ green grass sprouted on the mound which 
served as the only token of the past existence of 
a man. 

‘It \W11 be a sin, Sergey,’ said the cook at the 
station-house one day, ‘if y«u don’t buy a stone lor 
Iheodorc You kept saying “It’s winter, it’s 
winter! but why don’t you keep your word now? 

bn^L Witnessed it. He has already come 

back once to ask you to do it; if you don’t buy him 
one, he 11 come again and choke you.’ ^ 

backing out of it,’ replied 
Sergey. I 11 buy a stone as I said I would, and give 
a ruble and a half for it. I haven’t forgotten it but 

rn buy^onV’ ^ happen to be in town 

— ^ put up a cross— you ought to, 
^Ise It s leally wrong,’ interposed an old driver.' 

wearing his boots.’ 

^ ^^here can I get a cross? I can’t cut one out of 

‘What do you mean, can’t cut one out of a log^ 
You take an axe and go into the forest early and 
you can cut one there. Cut down a young ash or 
something like that, and you can make a cross of it 
. . . you may have to treat the forester to vodka* 
but one can’t afford to treat him for every trifle! 
Ihere now, I broke my splinter-bar and went and * 
cut a new one, and nobody said a word.* 
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Early in the morning, as soon as it was daybreak, 
Sergey took an axe and went into the wood. 

A cold white cover of dew, which was still falling 
untouched by the sun, lay on everything. The cast 
was imperceptibly growing brighter, rcflectitig its 
pale light on the vault of heaven still veiled by a 
covering of clouds. Not a blade of grass below, nor 
a leaf on the topmost branches of the trees, stirred. 
Only occasionally a sound of wings amid the brush- 
wood, or a rustling on the ground, broke the 
silence of the forest. Suddenly a strange sound, 
i|)reign to Nature, resoundc'd and died away at the 
Outskirts of the forest. Again the sound was heard, 
find was rhythmically repeated at the foot of the 
trunk of one of the motionless trees. A tree-top 
pegan to tremble in an unwonted manner, its juicy 
leaves whispered something, and the robin who 
had been sitting in one of its branches fluttered 
twice from place to place with a whistle, and Jerking 
its tail sat down on another tree. 


The axe at the bottom gave off a more and more 
Tiuflled sound, sappy white chij^s were scattered on 
-he dewy grass and a slight creaking was heard 
above the sound of the blows. The tree, shuddering 
in its w'hole body, bent down and quickly rose 
again, vibrating with fear on its roots. For an 
Jnstant all was still, but the tree bent again, a crash- 
*ing sound came from its trunk, and with its branches 
[breaking and its boughs hanging down it fell with 
its crown on the damp earth. 

The sounds of the axe and of the hiolsteps were 
silenced. The robin whistled and flitted higher. 
A twig which it brushed with its wings shook a 
[little and then with all its foliage grew still like the 
rest. The trees flaunted the beauty of their motion- 
f!css branches still more joyously in the newly 
cleared space. 
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The first sunbeams, piercing the translucent 
cloud, shone out and spread over earth and sky. 
The mist began to quiver like waves in the hollows, 
the dew sparkled and played on the verdure, the 
transparent cloudlets grew whiter, and hurriedly 
dispersed over the dee pening azure vault of the sky. 
Th(‘ birds stirred in the thicket and, as though bc- 
wild<‘red, twittered joyfully about something; the 
sappy l(Mves whispeied gladly and peacefully on 
tlu' tn't'tops, and the branches of those that were 
living began to rnsde slowly and majestically over 
the dead and prostiale tree. 
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I 

‘xt’s for you to say, ma’am! Only it woyld be 
ia pity if it’s the Diitlovs. They’re all good men 
and one of them must go if we don’t send at least 
one of the house-serfs,’ said the steward. ‘As it is, 
everyone is hinting at them. . . . But it’s just as you 
please, ma’am!’ 

And he placed his right hand over his left in front 
of him, inclined his head towards his right shoulder, 
drew in his thin lips almost with a smack, turned up 
his eyes, and said no more, evidently intending to 
keep silent for a long time and to listen without 
reply to all the nonsense his mistress was sure to 
utter. 

I'hc steward — clean-shaven and dressed in a 
long coat of a peculiar steward-like cut — who had 
come to report to his proprietress that autumn 
evening, was by birth a domestic serf. 

The report from the lady’s point of view meant 
listening to a statement of the business done on her 
estate and giving instructions for further business. 
From Egor Mikhaylovich’s (the steward’s) point of 
view, ‘reporting’ was a ceremony of standing 
ctraight on both feet with out-turned toes in a 
corner facing the sofa, and listening to all sorts of 
irrelevant chatter, and by various ways and means 
getting the mistress into a state of mind in which she 
would quickly and impatiently say, ‘All right, all 
right!’ to all that Eg6r Mikhaylovich proposed. 

The business under consideration was the con- 
scription. The Pokrovsk estate had to supply three 
recruits at the Feast of Pokr6v.* Fate itself seemed 
to have selected two of them by a coincidence of 

* The Intercession of the Virgin, the ist of October old style. 
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domestic, moral, and economic circumstances. As 
far as they were concerned there could be no hesita- | 
tion or dispute cither on the part of the mistress, the i 
Commune, or of public opinion. But who the third 
was to be was a debatable point. The steward was 
anxious to save the Diitlovs (in which family there 
were three men of military age), and to send 
Polikushka, a married house-serf with a very bad 
reputation, who had been caught more than once 
stealing sacks, harness, and hay; but the mistress, 
who had often petted Polikiishka’s ragged children 
and improved his morals by exhortations from the 
Bible, did not wish to give him up. At the same time 
she did not wish to injure the Diitlovs, wliom she 
did not know and had never even seen. But fur 
some reason she did not seem able to grasp the fact, 
and the steward could not make up his mind to tell 
her straight out, that if Polikushka did not go one of 
the Diitlovs would have to. ‘But I don’t wish the 
Diitlovs any ill!’ she said feelingly. Tf you don’t — 
then pay three hundred rubles for a substitute,’ 
should have been the steward’s reply; but that 
would have been bad policy. 

So Egor Mikhaylovicli took up a comfortable 
position, and even leaned imperceptibly against the 
door-post, while ki'eping a servile e.xprcssion on his 
face and watching the movements of the lady’s lips 
and the flutter of the frills of her cap and their 
shadow on the wall beneath a picture. But he did 
not consider it at all necessary to attend to the 
meaning of her words. The lady spoke long and 
said much. A desire to yawn gave him cramp 
behind his ears, but he adroitly turned the spasm 
into a cough, and holding his hand to his mouth 
gave a croak. Not long ago I saw Lord Palmerston 
sitting with his hat over his face while a member of 
the Opposition was storming at the Ministry, and 



POIJKOSHKA 313 

then suddenly rise and in a three hours* speech 
answer his opponent point by point. I s?\w it 
without surprise, because I had seen the same kind 
of thinjT p^oinp^ on between Kgor Mikhaylovic h and 
his mistress a thousand times. At last- perlK^jxs he 
was afraid of falling asleep or thought she was 
letting herself go too l‘ar — he changed the weight of 
his body from his left to his right foot and began, as 
he always did, with an unctuous preface: 

‘Just as you please to ordi^r, ma’am. . . . Only 
there is a gathering of the C’ominunc* now being 
h(‘ld in front of my office window and we must 
come to some decision. 7'he order says that the 
recruits arc to l>e in town before the I"c*ast of Pokrdv. 
Among the peasants the Outlovs are being sug- 
gested, and no one else. "I’he m/r* docs not trouble 
about your interests. What does it care if we ruin 
the Diitlovs? I know what a luird time they've been 
having! Ever since I first had the stewardship they 
have been living in want. "1 he old man's youngest 
nephew has scarcely had time to grow up to be a 
h("lp, and now they’re to be ruined again! And I, 
as you well know, am as carc'ful of your profx^rty as 
of my own. . . . It’s a pity, ma’am, whatever you’re 
j^'ileased to think! . . . Alter all they’re neithc’r kith 
tjior kin to me, and I’ve had nothing from them. . . 

‘Why, Egor, as if I ever thought of such a thing!’ 
miiterrupted the lady, and at once suspected him of 
having lx*cn bribed by the Diitlovs. 

‘ . . . Only theirs is the best-kept homestead in the 
whole of Pokrdvsk. They’re God-fearing, hard- 
working peasants. The old man has been church 
Elder for thirty years; he doesn’t drink or swear, and 
he goes to church’ (the steward well knew with 
what to bait the hook). . , But the chief thing 
.that I would like to report to you is that he has only 
' The Village Commune. 
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two sons — the others are nephews adopted out o: 
charity — and so they ought to cast lots only with 
the two-men families. Many families have split up 
because of their own improvidence and their sons 
have »separated from them, and so they are safe 
now — while these will have to suffer just because 
they have been charitable.* 

Here the lady could not follow at all. She did not 
understand what he meant by ‘two-men families* 
or ‘charitableness*. She only heard sounds and 
observed the nankeen buttons on the steward’s coat. 
I'lie top one, which he probably did not button up 
so often, was firmly fixed on, the middle one was 
hanging loose and ought long ago to have been 
sewn on again. But it is a well-known fact that in 
a conversation, especially a business conversation, 
it is not at all necessary to understand what is being 
said, but only to remember what you yourself want 
to say. The lady acted accordingly. 

‘How is it you won’t understand, Eg6r Mikhaylo- 
vich?’ she said. ‘I have not the least desire that a 
Dutlov should go as a soldier. One would think 
that knowing me as you do you might credit me 
with the wish to do everything in my power to help 
my serfs, and that I don’t want any harm to come 
to them, and would sacrifice all I possess to escape 
from this sad necessity and to send neither Dutlov 
nor Polikiishka.’ (I don’t know whether it occurred 
to the steward that to escape the sad necessity there 
was no need to sacrifice everything — that, in fact, 
three hundred rubles would suffice; but tliis thought 
might well have crossed his mind.) 

‘I will only tell you this: that I will not give up 
Polikushka on any account. When he confessed to 
me of his own accord after that affair with the 
clock, and wept, and gave his word to amend, I* 
talked to him for a long time and saw that he was 
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touched and sincerely penitent.’ (‘There! She’s 
off now!’ thought Egor Mikhaylovich, and began 
to scrutinize the syrup she had in a glass of water: 
‘Is it orange or lemon? SlighUy bitter, I expect,* 
thought he.) ‘That is seven months ago now, and 
he has not once been tipsy, and has behaved 
splendidly. His wife tells me he is a different man. 
How can you wish me to punish him now that he 
has reformed? Besides it would be inhuman to 
make a soldier of a man who has five children, and 
only he to keep them. . . . No, you’d better not say 
any more about it, Egor!’ 

And the lady took a sip from her glass. 

Egor Mikhaylovich watched the motion of her 
throat as the liquid passed down it and then replied 
shortly and dryly: 

‘Then Dutlov’s decided on?’ 

The lady clasped her hands together. 

‘How is it you don’t understand? Do I wish 
Dutlov ill? Have I anything against him? God is 
my witness I am prepared to do anything for them, 
. . .* (She glanced at a picture in the corner, but 
remembered it was not an icon. ‘Well, never mind 
. . . that’s not to the point,’ she thought. And again, 
, strange to say, the idea of the three hundred rubles 
I did not occur to her. . . .) ‘Well, what can I do? 
What do I know about it? It’s impossible for me to 
know. Well then, I rely on you — you know my 
wishes. . . . Act so as to satisfy everybody and 
according to the law. . . . What ’s to be done ? They 
are not the only ones: everyone has times of trouble. 
Only Polikushka can’t be sent. You must under- 
stand that it would be dreadful of me to do such a 
thing. . . .’ 

She was roused and would have continued to 
; speak for a long time had not one of her maid- 
servants entered the room at that moment. 
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*What is it, Dunyasha?’ 

*A peasant has come to ask Eg6r Mikhaylovich if 
the meeting is to wait for him,’ said Dunyasha, and 
glanced angrily at Egor Mikhaylovich. (‘Oh, that 
stewawi!’ she thought; ‘he’s upset the mistress. 
Now she won’t let me get a wink of sleep till two in 
the morning!’) 

‘Well then, Egor, go and do the best you can.’ 

‘Yes, ma’am.’ He did not say anything more 
about Diitlov. ‘And who is to go to the market- 
gardener to fetch the money?’ 

‘Has not Peter returned from town?’ 

‘No, ma’am.’ 

‘Could not Nicholas go?’ 

‘Father is down with backache,’ remarked 
Dunyasha. 

‘Shall I go myself to-morrow, ma’am?’ asked the 
steward. 

‘No, Egdr, you are wanted here.’ The lady 
pondered. ‘How much is it?’ 

‘Four hundred and sixty-two rubles.’ 

‘Send Polikiishka,’ said the lady, with a deter- 
mined glance at Egor Mikhaylovich’s face. 

Eg6r Mikhaylovich stretched his lips into the 
semblance of a smile but without parting his teeth, 
and the expression on his face did not change. 

‘Yes, ma’am.’ 

‘wSend him to me.’ 

‘Yes, ma’am;’ and Eg6r Mikhaylovich went to 
the counting-house. 

II 

PoLiK^Y (or Polikushka, as he was usually con- 
temptuously called), as a man of little importance, 
of tarnished reputation, and not a native of the 
village, had no influence either with the house- 
keeper, the butler, the steward, or the lady’s-maid. 
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jHis corner was the very worst, thoup;h there were 
seven in his family. "I’he late proprietor had liad 
these corners built in the followinj^ manner: in the 
middh' of a briek buikling, about twenty-three leet 
squaie, theie was a large briek baking-o\i*y svir- 
rouiuied by a passage, and the fnir eoi ners ol the 
buikling were se})aiMi(‘d from this ‘colidor’ (as the 
doiiK'stic s(*rls called it) by wooden paililions. So 
there was not miKh room in liaise anneis^ esixa ially 
in l^olikey’s, which was neaicst to the door. '1 he 
coiijugal couch, with a print c|uilt and j)illow'-c'ases, 
a cradle with a baby in it, and a small thi «‘e-legged 
table {^on which the c ocjking ancJ wasliing were done 
and all sorts of domestic articles ])laced, and at 
which Polikey — who was a hoise-doc tor - woik('d), 
tubs, clothing, some' chickens, a calf, and the seven 
members of the family, filled the whole corner — and 
could not have stirred in it had it not been for their 
quarter of (he brick stove (on wliich both j)eople and 
things could lie) and for the possibility of going out 
onto the steps. That, however, was hardly possible, 
for it is cc 3 ld in October and the seven of them c^nly 
possessed one sheepskin cloak between them; but on 
the other hand the children could keep warm by 
^running about and the grown-ups by working, and 
' both the one and the other could climb on the lop 
of the stove where the temperature rose as high as 
120 degrees Fahrenheit. It may seem dreadful to 
live in such conditions, but they did not mind — it 
was quite possible to live. Akulfna washed and 
sewed her husband’s and her children’s clothes, 
spun, wove, and bleached her linen, cooked and 
baked in the common oven, and quarrelled and 
gossiped with her neighbours. The monthly rations 
sufliced not only for the children, but for an addi- 
tion to the cow’s food. Firewood was free, and so 
was fodder for the cattle, and a little hay from the 
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stables sometimes came their way. They had a strip ^ 
of kitchen garden. Their cow had calved, and they' 
had their own fowls. Polikey was employed in the 
stables to look after two stallions; he bled horses 
and cattle, cleaned their hoofs, lanced their sores, 
administered ointments of his own invention, and 
for this was paid in money and in kind. Also some 
of the pro})rietress’s oats used to find their way into 
his possession, and for two measures of it a peasant 
in the village gave twenty pounds of mutton 
regularly every month. Life would have been quite 
bearable had there been no trouble at heart. But 
the family had a great trouble. Polikey in his youth 
had lived at a stud-farm in another village. The 
groom into whose hands he happened to fall was the 
greatest thief in the whole district, and got exiled 
to Siberia. Under this man Polikdy served his 
apprenticeship, and in his youth became so used to 
‘these trifles’ that in later life, though he would 
willingly have left off, he could not rid himself of 
the habit. He was a young man and weak; he had 
neither father nor mother nor anyone else to teach 
him. Polikey liked drink, and did not like to see any- 
thing lying about loose. Whether it was a strap, a 
piece of harness, a padlock, a bolt, or a thing of, 
greater value, Polikey found some use for everything, 
ilicrc were people everywhere who would take 
these things and pay for them in drink or in money, 
by agreement. Such earnings, so people say, are 
the easiest to get: no apprenticeship is required, no 
labour or anything, and he who has once tried that 
kind of work does not care for any other. It has only 
one drawback: although you get things cheap and 
easily and live pleasantly, yet all of a sudden — 
through somebody’s malice — things go all wrong, 
the trade fails, every thing has to be accounted for at » 
once, and you rue the day you were bom. 
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And so it happened to Polikdy. Polik^y had 
married and God had given him good luck. His 
wife, the herdsman’s daughter, turned out lo be a 
healthy, intelligent, hard-working w<nnan, who bore 
him one fine baby after another. And though 
Polikey still stuck to his trade all went well till one 
fine day his luck forsook him and he was caught. 
And it was all about a trifle: he had hidden away 
some leather reins of a peasant’s. They were found, 
he was beaten, the mistress was told of it, and he 
was watched. He was caught xi second and a third 
time. People began to taunt him, the steward 
threatened to have him conscripted, the mistress 
gave him a scolding, and his wife wept and was 
broken-hearted. Everything we nt wrong. He was 
a good-natured man; not bad, but only weak. He 
was fond of drink and so in the hxibit of it that he 
could not leave it alone. Sometimes his wife would 
scold him and even bexit him when he cxirne home 
drunk, and he would weep, saying: ‘Unfortunate 
man that I am, what shall 1 do? Blast my eyes, I’ll 
give it up ! Never again !’ A month would go by, he 
would leave home, get drunk, and not be seen for a 
couple of days. And his neighbours would sxiy: ‘He 
must get the money somewdierc to go on the spree 
with!’ His latest trouble had been with the ofhcc 
[clock. There was an old wall-clock there tliat had 
not been in working order for a long time. He 
happened to go in at the open door by himself and 
the clock tempted him. He took it and got rid of it 
in the town. As ill luck would have it the shopman 
to whom he sold the clock was related to one of the 
house-serfs, and coming to see her one holiday he 
spoke about the clock. People began makirxg in- 
quiries — especially the steward, who disliked Polikey 
► — just as if it was anybody else’s concern ! It was all 
found out and reported to the mbtress, and she sent 
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for Polikdy. He fell at her feet at once and pathetic- 
ally confessed everything, just as his wife had told 
him to do. He carried out her instructions very 
well. The mistress began admonishing him; slu* 
talked imd talked and maundered on about God 
and virtue and the future life and about wile and 
children, and at last moved him to tears. Tlicn slie 
said: 

T forgive you; only you must promise me never 
to do it again!’ 

‘Never in all my life. May I go to perdition! 
May my bowels gush out!’ said Polikey, and wept 
toiu'hingly. 

Polikey went home and f >r the rest of the day lay 
on the stove blubbering like a calf. Since then 
nothing more had b<‘en traced to him. But his life 
was no long(*r pleasant; he was looked on as a thief, 
and when the time of the conscription drew near 
everybody hinted at him. 

As alreatly nuaitioncd, Polikey was a horse- 
doctor. How he had suddenly become one nobody 
knew, himselfleast of all. At the stud-farm, wlien 
he worked umlcr the head-keeper who got exiled, 
his only duti<*s were to clean out the dung from the 
stables, sometimes to groom the horses, and to carry 
water. He could not hav(' learned it there. Then he 
became a weaver: after that he worked in a garden, 
weeding the paths; then he was condemned to break 
bricks for some otfence; then he took a place as 
yard-porter with a merchant, paying a yearly sum 
to his mistress for leave to do so. So evidently he 
could not have had any experience as a veterinary 
there either; yet somehow during his last stay at 
home his reputation as a wonderfully and even a 
ratlier supernaturally clever horse-doctor began 
gradually to spread. He bled a 1101*56 once or twice, 
tlicn tlirew it down and prodded about in its thigh. 
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and then demanded that it should be placed in a 
trave, where he began cutting its frog till it bled, 
though the horse struggled and even whined, and 
he said this meant ‘letting ofT the sub-hoof blood’! 
Then he explained to a peasant that it was absolutely 
necessary to let the blood from both veins, ‘for 
greater ease,’ and began to strike the dull lancet 
with a mallet; then he bandaged the innkeeper’s 
horse under its belly with a selvedge torn from his 
wife’s shawl, and finally he began to sprinkle all 
sorts of sores with vitriol, to drench them with some- 
thing out of a bottle, and sometimes to give intern- 
ally whatever came into his head. And the more 
horses he tormented and did to death, the more he 
was believed in and the more of them were brought 
to him. 

I feel that for us educated people it is hardly the 
thing to laugh at Polik^y. The methods he 
employed to inspire confidence arc the same that 
influenced our fathers, that influence us, and will 
influence our children. The peasant lying prone on 
the head of his only mare (which not only con- 
stitutes his whole wealth but is almost one of his 
family) and gazing with faith and horror at Polik^y’s 
frowning look of importance and thin arms with 
upturned sleeves, as, with the healing rag or a bottle 
of vitriol between his teeth, he presses upon the 
very spot that is sore and boldly cuts into the living 
flesh (with the secret thought, ‘The bow-legged 
brute will be sure to get over it!’), at the same time 
pretending to know where is blo^ and where pus, 
which is a tendon and which a vein — that peasant 
cannot conceive that Polik^y could lift his hand to 
cut without knowing where to do it. He himself 
could not do so. And once the thing is done he will 
not reproach himself with having given permission 
to cut unnecessarily. I don’t know how you feel 

420 
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about it, but I have gone through the same ex- 
perience with a doctor who, at my request, was 
tormenting those dear to me. The lancet, the 
whitish bottle of sublimate, and the words, *the 
staggers — glanders — to let blood, or matter,* and so 
on, do they not come to the same thing as ‘neurosis, 
rheumatism, organisms,* and so forth? Wage du zji 
irren und zu irdumen} refers not so much to poets as to 
doctors and veterinary surgeons. 

Ill 

On the evening when the village meeting, in the 
cold darkness of an October night, was choosing the 
recruits and vociferating in front of the office, 
Polikey sat on the edge of his bed pounding some 
horse medicine on the table with a bottle — but 
what it was he himself did not know. He had there 
corrosive sublimate, sulphur, Glauber’s salts, and 
some kind of herb which he had gathered, having 
suddenly imagined it to be good for broken wind 
and then considered it not amiss for other disorders. 
The children were already lying down — two on the 
stove, two on the bed, and one in the cradle beside 
which Akulina sat spinning. The candle-end — one 
of the proprietress’s candles which had not been put 
away carefully enough — was burning in a wooden 
candlestick on the window-sill and Akulina every 
now and then got up to snuff it with her fingers, so 
that her husband should not have to break off his 
important occupation. There were some free- 
thinkers who regarded Polikey as a worthless 
veterinary and a w'orthless man. Others, the 
majority, considered him a worthless man but a 
great master of his art; but Akulina, though she 
often scolded and even beat her husband, thought 
* *Dare to err and dream.’ 



POLfKtJSHKA 323 

him undoubtedly the first of horse-doctors and the 
best of men. Polikey sprinkled some kind of simple 
on the palm of his hand (he never used scales, and 
spoke ironically ofthe Germans who use them: ‘This,* 
he used to say, ‘is not an apothecary's!’). Polikey 
weii^hed the simple on his hand and tossed it up, 
but there did not seem cnou.c^h of it and he poured 
in ten times more. ‘I’ll put in the lot,’ he said to 
himself ‘It will pick ’em up better.’ AkuHna 
quickly turned round at the sound of her lord and 
master’s voice, cxpectinj:^^ some command; but sce- 
in^ that the business did not concern her she 
shrugged her shoulders. ‘What knowledge! . . . 
Where does he get it?’ she thought, and went on 
spinning. The paper whicli had held the simple fell 
to the floor. Akulfna did not overlook this. 

‘Annie,’ she cried, ‘look! Father has dropped 
something. Pick it up!’ 

Annie put out her thin little bare legs from under 
the cloak with which she was covered, slid down 
under the table like a kitten, and got the paper. 

‘Here, daddy,’ she said, and darted back into bed 
with her chilled little feet. 

‘Don’t puth!’ squeaked her lisping younger sister 
sleepily. 

‘I’ll give it you!’ muttered Akulfna, and both 
heads disappeared again under the cloak. 

‘He’ll give me three rubles,’ said Polikey, corking 
up the bottle. ‘I’ll cure the horse. It’s even too 
cheap,* he added, ‘brain-splitting work! . . . 
Akulfna, go and ask Nikita for a little ’baccy. I’ll 
pay him back to-morrow.’ 

Polikey took out of his trouscr-jx>cket a lime- 
wood pip>e-stcm, which had once been painted, with 
a sealing-wax mouthpiece, and began fixing it onto 
the bowl. 

Akulina lefl her spindle and went out, managing 
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to steer clear of everything — though this was not 
easy. Polikdy opened the cupboard and put away 
the medicine, then tilted a vodka bottle into his 
mouth, but it was empty and he made a grimace. 
But when his wife brought the tobacco he sat down 
on the edge of the bed, after filling and lighting his 
pipe, and his face beamed with the content and 
pride of a man who has completed his day’s task. 
Whether he was thinking how on the morrow he 
would catch hold of the horse’s tongue and pour 
his wonderful mixture down its throat, or reflecting 
that a tiseful person never gets a refusal — ‘There, 
now! Hadn’t Nikita sent him the tobacco?’ — any- 
how he felt happy. Suddenly the door, which hung 
on one hinge, was thrown open and a maidservant 
from up there — not the second maid but the third, the 
little one that was kept to run errands — entered 
their corner. {Up there, as every one knows, means 
the master’s house, even if it stands on lower 
ground.) Aksydtka — that was the girl’s name — 
always flew like a bullet, and did it without bending 
her arms, which keeping time with the speed of her 
flight swung like pendulums, not at her sides but in 
front of her. Her checks were always redder than 
her pink dress, and her tongue moved as fast as her 
legs. She flew into the room, and for some reason 
catching hold of the stove, began to sway to and fro; 
then as if intent on not emitting more than two or 
three words at once, she suddenly addressed Akulina 
breathlessly as follows: 

‘The mistress . . . has given orders . . . that Polikiy 
should come this minute . . . orders to come up. . . / 

She stopped, drawing breath with difllculty. 

‘Eg6r Mikhdylovich has been with the mistress 
. . . they talked about rickruits . . . they mentioned 
Polik6y . . . Avddtya Nikolaevna . . . has ordered 
him to come this minute . . . Avdotya Nikolaevna 
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has ordered . . .* again a sigh, *to come thb 
minute. . . 

For half a minute Aksyutka looked round at 
Polik«Sy and at Akullna and tha children — who had 
put out their heads from under their coverlets — 
picked up a nutshell that lay on the stove and threw 
it at little Annie. Then she repeated: ‘To come this 
minute! . . .’ and rushed out of the room like a 
whirlwind, the pendulums swinging as usual across 
her line of flight. 

Aktilfna again rose and got her husband his boots 
— abominable soldier’s boots with holes in them — 
and took down his coat from the stove and handed it 
to him without looking at him. 

‘Won’t you change your shirt, Polik^y?’ 

‘No,’ he answered. 

Akulina never once looked at his face while he 
put on his boots and coat, and she did well not to 
look. Polik^y’s face was pale, his nether jaw 
twitched, and in his eyes there was that tearful, 
meek, and deeply mournful look one only sees in 
the eyes of kindly, weak, and guilty people. — He 
combed his hair and was going out; but his wife 
stopped him, tucked in the string of his shirt that 
hung down from under his coat, and put his cap on 
for him. 

‘What’s that, Poliktiy? Has the mbtress sent for 
you?’ came the voice of the carpenter’s wife from 
behind the partition. 

Only that very morning the carpenter’s wife had 
bad high words with Akulina about her pot of lye' 
that Polik^y’s children had up>set in her corner^ and 
It first she was pleased to hear Polik^y being sum- 
noned to the mistress — most likely for no good. 
She was a subtle, diplomatic lady, with a biting 

' Made by scalding wood>ash taken from the stove, and 
ised for washing clothes. 
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tongue. Nobody knew better than she how to cut 

one with a word: so at least she imagined. 

expect you’ll be sent to town to buy things,’ she 
continued. ‘I suppose a trusty person is wanted for 
that job so she is sending you ! You might buy me a 
quarter of a pound of tea there, Polik^y.’ 

Akulina forced back her tears, and an angry ex- 
pression distorted her lips. She felt as if she could 
have clutched "that vixen, the joiner’s wife, by her 
mangy hair.’ But as she looked at her children and 
thought that they would be left fatherless and she 
herself be a soldier’s wife and as good as widowed, 
she forgot the sharp-tongued carpenter’s wife, hid 
her face in her hands, sat down on the bed, and let 
her head sink in the pillows. 

‘Mammy, you’re cwushing me!* lisped the little 
girl, pulling the cloak with which she was covered 
from under her mother’s elbow. 

‘If only you’d die, all of you! I’ve brought you 
into the world for nothing but sorrow!’ cried 
Akulina, and sobbed aloud, to the delight of the 
carpenter’s wife who had not yet forgotten the lye 
spilt that morning. 


IV 

Half an hour passed. The baby began to cry. 
Akulina got up and gave it the breast. Weeping no 
longer, but resting her thin though still handsome 
face on her hand and fixing her eyes on the last 
flickerings of the candle, she sat thinking why she 
had married, wondering why so many soldiers were 
needed, and also how she could pay out the 
carpenter’s wife. 

She heard her husband’s footsteps and, wiping her 
tears, got up to let him pass. Polikey entered like a 
conqueror, threw his cap on the bed, puffed, and 
undid his girdle. 
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‘Well, what did she want you for?* 

‘H’rn! Of course! Polikushka is the least of men 
• . . but when there’s business to be done, who’s 
wanted? Why, Polikushka. . . 

‘What business?’ 

Polikey was in no hurry to reply. He lit his pipe 
and spat. 

‘To go and fetch money from a merchant.’ 

‘To fetch money?’ Akulfna asked. 

Polikey chuckled and wagged his head. 

‘Ah! Ain’t she clever at words? . . . “You have 
been regarded,” she says, “as an untrustworthy 
man, but I trust you more than another” ’ (Polikey 
spoke loud that the neighbours might hear). ‘ “You 
promised me you’d reform; here”, she says, “is the 
first proof that I believe you. Go”, she says, “to the 
merchant, fetch the money he owes, and bring it 
back to me.” And I say: “We are all your serfs, 
ma’am,” I say, “and must serve you as wc serve 
God; so I feel that I can do anything for your honour 
and cannot refuse any kind of work; w hatever you 
order I will do, because I am your slave.”’ (He 
again smiled that peculiar, weak, kindly, guilty 
smile.) ‘ “Well, then,” she says, “you will do it 
faithfully? . . . You understand,” she says, “that 
your fate depends on it?” — “How could I fail to 
understand that I can do it all? If they have told 
tales about me — well, anyone can tell Uiles alx)ut 
another . . . but I never in any way, I Ijelicve, have 
even had a thought against your honour ...” In a 
word, I buttered her up till my lady was quite 
softened. ... “I shall think highly of you,” she says.’ 
(He kept silent a minute, then the smile again 
appeared on his face.) ‘I know very well how to 
talk to the likes of them ! Formerly, when I used to 
go out to work on my own, at times some one would 
come down hard on me; but only let me get in a 
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word or two and I’d butter him up till he’d be as 

smooth as silk!’ 

‘Is it much money?’ 

‘Fifteen hundred rubles,’ carelessly replied 
Polik<5y. 

She shook her head. 

‘When are you to ro?’ 

‘ “To-morrow,” she says. “Take any horse you 
like,” she says, “call at the office, and then start 
and God be with you!’” 

‘The Lord be praised I’ said Akullna, rising and 
crossing herself. ‘May God help you, Polik6y,’ she 
added in a whisper, so that she might not be heard 
beyond the partition and holding him by his shirt- 
sleeve. ‘Polikiy, listen to me ! I beseech you in the 
name of Christ our God: kiss the cross when you 
start, and promise that not a drop shall pass your 
lips.’ 

‘A likely thing I’ he ejaculated; ‘drink when carry- 
ing all that money! . . . Ah! how somebody was 
playing the piano up there! Fine! . . .’ he said, 
after a pause, and smiled. ‘I suppose it was the 
young lady. I was standing like this in front of the 
mistress, beside the whatnot, and the young lady 
was rattling away behind the door. She rattled and 
rattled on, fitting it together so pat! O my! 
Wouldn’t I like to play a tune! I’d soon master it, 
I would. I’m awfully good at that sort of thing. . . . 
Let me have a clean shirt to-morrow!’ 

And they went to bed happy. 

V 

Mean\vhii.e the meeting in front of the office had 
been noisy. The business before them was no trifle. 
Almost all the peasants were present. While the 
steward was with the mistress ffiey kept their caps 
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on, more voices were heard, and they talked more 
loudly. The hum of deep voices, interrupted at rare 
intervals by breathless, husky, and shrill tones, 
filled the air and, entering through the windows of 
the mistress’s house, sounded like the noi^ of a 
distant sea, making her feel a nervous agitation like 
that produced by a heavy thunderstorm — a sensa- 
tion between fear and discomfort. She felt as if the 
voices might at any moment grow yet louder and 
faster and then something would happen. ‘As if it 
could not all be done quietly, peaceably, without 
disputing and shouting,’ she thought, ‘according to 
the Christian law of brotherly love and meekness!’ 

Many voices were speaking at once, but I'heodore 
Reziin, the carpenter, shouted loudest. There were 
two grown-up young men in his family and he was 
attacking the Dutlovs. Old Dutlov was defending 
himself: he stepped forward from the crowd behind 
which he had at first been standing. Now spreading 
out his arms, now clutching his little beard, he 
sputtered and snufiled in such a way that it would 
have been hard for him to understand what he him- 
self was saying. His sons and nephews — splendid 
fellows all of them — stood huddled behind him, and 
the old man resembled the mother-hen in the game 
of Hawk and Chickens. The hawk was Rezdn; and 
not only Rezun, but all the men who had two grown 
lads in family, and the fathers of only sons, and 
almost the whole meeting, were attacking Dutlov. 
The point was that Diitlov’s brother had been re- 
cruited thirty years before, and that Dutlov wished 
therefore to ^ excused from taking his turn with the 
families in which there were three eligible young 
men, and wanted his brother’s service in the army 
to be reckoned to the credit of his family, so that it 
should be given the same chance as those in which 
there were only two yotmg men; and that these 
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families should all draw lots equally and the third -a 
recruit be chosen from among all of them. Besides 
Diitlov’s family there were four others in which 
there were three young men, but one was the village 
Elder’# family and the mistress had exempted him. 
From the second a recruit had been taken the year 
before, and from each of the remaining families a 
recruit was now being taken. One of them had not 
even come to this meeting, but his wife stood sorrow- 
fully behind all the others, vaguely hoping that the 
wheel of fortune might somehow turn her way. The 
red-haired Roman, the father of the other recruit, 
in a tattered coat- — though he was not poor — hung 
his head and silently leaned against the porch, only 
now and then looking up attentively at any one who 
raised his voice, and then hanging his head again. 
Misery seemed to breathe from his whole figure. 
Old Semen Diitlov was a man to whose keeping 
anyone who knew anything of him would have 
trusted hundreds and thousands of rubles. He was 
a steady, Cod-fearing, reliable man, and was the 
church Elder. Therefore the excitement he was 
now in w'as all the more striking. 

Reziin the carpenter, a tall dark man, was, on 
the contrary, a riotous drunkard, very smart in a.^ 
dispute and in arguing with workmen, trades- ’ 
people, peasants, or gentlefolk, at meetings and 
fairs. Now he was self-possessed and sarcastic, and 
from his superior height was crushing down the 
spluttering church Elder with the whole strength of 
his ringing voice and oratorical talent. The church 
Elder was exasperated out of his usual sober groove. 
Besides these, the youngish, round-faced, square- 
headed, curly-bearded, tliick-set Gardska Kopylov, ^ 
one of tlie speakers of the younger generation. ^ 
followed Reziin and took part in the dispute. Hte 
had already gained some weight at village meetings. 
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having distinguished himself by his trenchant 
speeches. Then there was Theodore Mclnichny, a 
tall, thin, yellow-faced, round-shouldered man, also 
young, with a scanty beard and small eyes, always 
embittered and gloomy, seeing the dark ?idc of 
everything and often bew'ildering the meeting by 
unexpected and abrupt questions and remarks. 
Both these speakers sided with Rcziin. Besides 
these there were two babblers who now and then 

t )ined in: one, called Khrapkdv, with a most good- 
umoured lace and flowing brown beard, who kept 

E epeating the words, ‘Oh, my dearest friend!’ the 
ther, Zhidkdv, a little fellow with a bird-like face 
^ho also kept remarking at every opportunity, 
That’s how it is, brothers mine!’ addressing him- 
self to everybody and speaking fluently but never to 
the point. Both of these sided first with one and 
.hen with the other party, but no one listened to 
hem. There were oUiers like them, but these two, 
vho kept moving through the crowd and shouting 
-ouder than anybody and frightening the mistress, 
were listened to less than anyone else. Intoxicated 
by the noise and shouting, they gave themselves up 
entirely to the pleasure of letting their tongues wag. 
There were many other characters among the 
members of the commune, stern, respectable, in- 
different, or depressed; and there were women 
standing behind the men with sticks in their hands, 
but, God willing. I’ll speak of them some other 
time. The greater part of the crowd, however, con- 
sisted of peasants who stood as if they were in 
church, whispering behind each other’s backs 
about home affairs, or of when to cut faggots in the 
wood, or silently awaiting the end of the jabber. 
There were also rich peasants whose well-being the 
meeting could not add to nor diminish. Such was 
Ermll, with his broad shiny face, whom the peasants 
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called the *big-bellied’, because he was rich. Such , 
too was Starostin, whose face showed a self-satisfied 
expression of power that seemed to say, ‘You may 
talk away, but no one will touch me! I have four 
sons, but not one of them will have to go.’ Now and 
then these two were attacked by some independent 
thinker such as Kopylov and Reziin, but they 
replied quietly and firmly and with a consciousness 
of their own inviolability. If Ddtlov was like the 
mother-hen in the game of Hawk and Chickens, his 
lads did not much resemble the chickens. They did 
not flutter about and squeak, but stood quietly be- 
hind him. His eldest son, Ignat, was already thirty; 
the second, Vasili, also was already a married man 
and moreover not fit for a recruit; the third, his 
nephew Elijah, who had just got married — a fair, 
rosy young man in a smart sheepskin coat (he was a 
post-chaise driver) — stood looking at the crowd, 
sometimes scratching his head under his hat, as if 
the whole matter was no concern of his, though it 
was just on him that the hawks wished to swoop 
down. 

‘If it comes to that, my grandfather was a soldier,’ 
said one, ‘and so I might refuse to draw lots in just 
the same way! . . . There’s no such law, friend. 
Last recruiting, Mikh^chev was taken though his 
uncle had not even returned from service then.’ 

‘Neither your father nor your uncle ever served the 
Tsar,’ Dtitlov was saying at the same time. ‘Why, 
you don’t even serve the mistress or the commune, 
but spend all your time in the pub. Your sons have 
separated from you because it’s impossible to live 
with you, so you go suggesting other people’s sons 
for recruits! But I have done police duty for ten 
years, and served as Elder. Twice I have been 
burnt out, and no one helped me over it; and now, 
because things are peaceable and decent in my 
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tome, am I to be ruined?. . . Give me back my 
brother, then ! He has died in service for sure. . . . 
udge honestly according to God’s law, Christian 
ommune, and don’t listen to a drunkard’s drivel.’ 

And at the same time Gerdska was saying to Sdtlov ; 

‘You are making your brother an excuse; but he 
was not sent by the commune. He was sent by the 
master because of his evil ways, so he ’s no excuse 
for you.’ 

Geraska had not finished when the lank yellow- 
faced Theodore Mclnichny stepped forward and 
began dismally: 

‘Yes, that’s the way! The masters send whom 
they please, and then the commune has to get the 
muddle straight. The commune has fixed on your 
lad, and if you don’t like it, go and etsk the lady. 
Perhaps she will order me, the one man of our 
family, to leave my children and go! . . . There’s 
law for you !’ he said bitterly, and waving his hand 
he went back to hb former place. 

Red-haired Romin, whose son had been chosen 
as a recruit, raised his head and muttered: ‘That’s 
it, that’s it! and even sat down on the step in 
vexation. 

But these were not the only ones who were speak- 
ing at once. Besides those at the back who were 
talking about their own affairs, the babblers did 
not forget to do their part. 

‘And so it is, faithful commune,* said little 
Zhidkdv, supporting Dtitlov. ‘One must judge in a 
Christian way. . . . Like Christians 1 mean, 
brothers, we must judge.* 

‘One must judge according to one’s conscience, 
my dear firiend,* spoke the good-humoured 
Khrapkdv, repeating Gardska Kopylov’s words and 
pulling Di!itlov by his sheepskin coat. ‘It was the 
master’s will and not the commune’s decision.’ 
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‘That’s right! So it was!’ said others. 

‘What drunkard is drivelling there?’ Reziin re- 
torted to Diitlov. ‘Did you stand me any drinks? 
Or is your son, whom they pick up by the roadside, 
going to reproach me for drinking? . . . Friends, we 
must decide! If you want to spare the Dutlovs, 
choose not only out of families with two men, but 
even an only son, and he will have the laugh of us!’ 

‘A Dutlov will have to go! What’s the good of 
talking?’ 

*01 course the three-men families must be the 
first to draw lots,’ began different voices. 

‘We must first see what the mistress will say. 
Eg<>r Mikhaylovich was saying that they wished to 
send a house-serf,’ put in a voice. 

This remark checked the dispute for a while, but 
soon it flared up anew and again came to personal- 
ities. 

Ignat, whom Reziin had accused of being picked 
up drunk by the roadside, began to make out that 
Rezun had stolen a saw from some travelling 
carpenters, and that he had almost beaten his wife 
to death when he was drunk. 

Rcziin replied that he beat his wife drunk or 
sober, and still it was not enough, and this set 
everybody laughing. But about the saw he became 
suddenly indignant, stepped closer to Ignat and 
asked: 

‘Who stole? . . .’ 

‘You did,’ replied the sturdy Igndt, drawing still 
closer. 

‘Who stole? . . . Wasn’t it you?’ shouted Rezdn. 

‘No, it was you,’ said Ignat. 

From the saw they went on to the theft of a horse, 
a sack of oats, some strip of communal kitchen- 
garden, and to a certain dead body; and the two 
peasants said such terrible things of one another 
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4hat if a hundredth part of them had been true they 

would by law at the very least have deserved exile 
to Liberia. 

In the meantime old Dutlov-had chosen another 
way of defending himself. He did not like Ims son’s 
shoulinfy, and tried to stop him, saying: ‘It’s a sin. 

. . . Leave off, I toll you!’ At the same time he 
argued that not only those who had three vounir 
men at home were three-men lamili<‘s, but also' those 
whose sons had separated from them, and he also 
pointed to Starostin. 

Starostin smiled slightly, cleared his throat, and 
stroking his bi:ard with the air of a well-to-do 
peasant, answered that it all depended on the 
mistress, and that evidently his sons had deserved 
well, since the order was lor them to be exempt. 
r smashed Diitlov’s arguments about the 

lamihes that had broken up, by the remark that 
they ought not to have l^en allowed to break no 
M was the rule during the lifetime of the late master* 
but that no one went raspberry-picking when 
summer was over, and that one could not now con- 
script the only man left in a household. 

y break up their households for fun? 
Why should they now be quite ruinetl ?’ came the 
voices of the men whose families had separated: 

^ ^ babblers joined in too. 

^better buy a substitute if you’re not 
satwfied. You can afford it !’ said Reziin to Diitlov 
UuUov wrapped his coat round him with a 
cl^patrmg gesture and stepped back behind the 
Others. 


It seems you’ve counted my money!* he 
‘We shall see what Eg6r 
rMikhaylovich will say when he comes from the 
mistress.* 
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VI 

At that very moment Eg6r Mikhdylovich came out 
of the house. One cap after another was lifted, and 
as th<v steward approached all the heads — grey, 
grizzled, red, brown, fair, or bald in front or on 
top — were uncovered, and the voices were gradu- 
ally silenced till at last all was quiet. Eg6r Mikhay- 
lovich stepped onto the porch, evidently intending 
to speak. In his long coat, his hands awkwardly 
thrust into the front pockets, his town-made cap 
pulled over his forehead, he stood firmly, with feet 
apart, in this elevated position, towering above all 
these heads — mostly old, bearded, and handsome — 
that were turned towards him. He was now a 
different man from what he had been when he 
stood before his mistress. He was majestic. 

‘This is the mistress’s decision, men ! It is not her 
pleasure to give up any of the house-serfs, but from 
among you — whom you yourselves decide on shall 
go. Three are wanted this time. By rights only two 
and a half are wanted, but the half will be taken 
into account next time. It comes to the same thing: 
if not to-day it would have to be to-morrow.’ 

‘Of course, that’s quite right!’ some voices said. 

‘In my opinion,’ continued Eg6r Mikhdylovich, 
‘Kharyushkin and V4ska Mityiikhin must go, that 
is evidently God’s will.* 

‘Yes, that’s quite right!’ said the voices. 

*. . . The third will have to be one of the Diidovs, 
or one out of a two-men family. . . . What do you 
say?’ 

‘Diidov!’ cried the voices. ‘There are three of 
them of the right age!’ 

And again, litde by litde, the shouting increased, 
and somehow the question of the strip of kitchen- 
garden and certain sacks stolen fix>m the mistress’s 
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-^rd came up again. Eg6r Mikhdylovich had been 
I managing the estate for the last twenty years and 
was a shrewd and experienced man. He stood and 
listened for about a quarter oP an hour, then he 
ordered all to be silent, and the three younger 
Diitlovs to draw lots to see which of them was to go. 
The lots were prepared, shaken up in a hat, and 
Khrapkdv drew one out. It was Elijah’s. All be- 
came silent. 

‘Is it mine? Let me see it !’ said Elijah in a falter- 
ing voice. 

All remained silent. Eg6r Mikhaylovich ordered 
that everybody should bring the recruit money — 
seven kopeks from each household — next day, and 
saying that all was over, dismissed the meeting. The 
crowd moved off, the men covered their heads as 
they turned the corner, and their voices and the 
sound of their footsteps mingled into a hum. The 
steward stood on the porch watching the depjirting 
crowd, and when the young Diatlovs were round the 
comer he beckoned old Dutlov, who had stopped of 
his own accord, and they went into the office. 

T am sorry for you, old man,’ said Eg6r Mikhay- 
lovich, sitting down in an arm-chair before the 
table. ‘It was your turn though. Will you buy a 
recruit to take your nephew’s place, or not?’ 

The old man, without speaking, gave Eg6r 
Mikhaylovich a significant look. 

‘There ’s no getting out of it,’ said Eg6r Mikhaylo- 
vich in answer to that look. 

‘We’d be glad enough to buy a substitute, Eg6r 
Mikhaylovich, but we haven’t the means. Two 
horses went to the knacker’s this summer, and there 
was my nephew’s wedding. . . . Evidendy it’s our 
^tc . . . for living honesdy. It’s very well for him to 
talk!’ (He was thinking of Reztin.) 

Eg6r Mikhaylovich rubbed his face with his 
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hand and yawned. He was evidently tired of th# 

business and was ready for his tea. 

‘Eh, old fellow, don*t be mean!* said he. ‘Have 
a hunt under your- floor, I dare say you’ll turn up 
some four hundred old ruble notes, and I’ll get you 
a substitute — a regular wonder! . . . The other day 
a fellow came ofl’ering himself.’ 

‘In the.^ei'^r/iw^n/P’askcdDutlov, meaning the town. 

‘Well, will you buy him?’ 

‘I’d be glad enough, God is my witness! . . . 
but . . .’ 

Egor Mikhaylovich interrupted him sternly. 

‘Well then, listen to me, old man ! See that 
Elijah does himself no mischief,* and as soon as 
I send word — whether to-day or to-morrow — he is 
to be taken to town at once. You will take him and 
you will be answerable for him, but if anything 
should happen to him — which God forbid! — I’ll 
send your eldest son instead! Do you hear?’ 

‘But could not one be sent from a two-man 
family? . . . Egor Mikhaylovich, this is not fair!’ he 
said. Then after a pause he w^ent on, almost with 
tears: ‘When my brother has died a soldier, now 
they are taking my son! How have I deserved such 
a blow?’ and he was ready to fall on his knees. 

‘Well, well, go away!’ said Egor Mikhaylovich, 
‘Nothing can be done. It’s the law. Keep an eye on 
Elijah: you’ll have to answer for him!’ 

DiJtlov went home, thoughtfully tapping the ruts 
with his linden stick as he walked. 

VII 

Early next morning a big-boned bay gelding (for 
some reason called Drum) harnessed to a small cart j 

* It sometimes happened that to escape service men* 
mutilated themselves, for instance by cutting off the finger 
needed to pull the trigger. 
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he steward himself used to drive in that cart), 
stood at the porch oi the house-serfs’ quarters. 
Annie, Polikey’s eldest daughter, barefoot in spite of 
the falling sleet and the cold wind, and evidently 
frightened, stood at the horse’s head holdiug the 
bridle at arm’s length, and with her other hand held 
a faded yellowy-green jacket that was thrown over 
her head, and which served the family as blanket, 
cloak, hood, carpet, overcoat lor Polikey, and many 
other things besides. Polikey’s corner was all in a 
bustle. The dim light of a rainy morning was just 
glimmering in at tlie window, which was broken 
here and there and mended with paper. Akulfna 
had left her cooking in the oven, and left her 
children— of whom the younger were still in bed — 
shivering, because the jacket that served them as 
blanket had been taken away to sitvc as a garment 
and only replaced by the shawl off their mother’s 
head. Akulfna was busy getting her husband ready 
for his journey. His shirt was clean, but his boots, 
which as the saying is were ‘begging for porridge*, 
gave her much trouble. She had taken off her thick 
worsted stockings (her only pair) and given them to 
her husband, and had managed to cut out a pair of 
inner soles from a saddle-cloth (which had been 
carelessly left about in the sUible and had been 
• brought home by Polikey two days before) in such 
a way as to stop up the holes in his boots and keep 
his feet dry. Polikey sat, feet and all, on the bed, 
untwisting his girdle so that it should not look like a 
dirty cord. The cross, lisping little girl, wrapped in 
the sheepskin (which though it covered her head 
was trailing round her feet), had been dispatched 
to ask TSrikfta to lend them a cap. The bustle was in- 
/creased by house-serfs coming in to ask Polikey to 
get diflferent things for them in town. One wanted 
needles, another tea, a third some tobacco, and 
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another some olive oil. The carpenter’s wife — ^wh4 
to conciliate Polik<5y had already found time to make 
her samovar boil and bring him a mug full of 
liquid which she called tea — wanted some sugar. 
Though Nikita refused to lend a cap and they had 
to mend his own— that is, to push in the protruding 
bits of wadding and sew them up with a veterinary 
needle; though at first the boots with the saddle- 
cloth ^les would not go on his feet; though Annie, 
chilled through, nearly let Drum get out of hand, 
and Mary in the long sheepskin had to take her 
f Mary had to take off the sheepskin 

Akullna had to hold the horse herself — it all 
ended by Polikiy successfully getting all the warm 
lamily garments on himself, leaving only the jacket 
and a pair of slippers behind. When ready, he got 
into the little cart, wrapped the sheepskin round 
him, shook up the bag of hay at the bottom of the 
cart, again wrapped himself up, took the reins, 
wrapped the coat still closer round him as very im- 
portant people do, and started. 

His little boy Mishka, running out onto the steps, 
begged to have a ride; the lisping Mary also begged 
that she might ‘have a lide’, and was ‘not cold even 
without the theepthkin’; so Polik6y stopped Drum 

smile while Akullna put the 
children into the cart and, bending towards him, 
begged him in a whisper to remember his oath and 
not dnnk anything on the way. Polik6y took the 
children through the village as far as the smithy, 
put them down, wrapped himself up and put his 
cap straight again, and drove off at a slow, sedate 
trot, his cheeks quivering at every jolt and his feet 
knocking against the bark sides of the cart. Mary 
and Mishka, barefoot, rushed down the slippery hill|i 
to the house at such a rate and yelling so loudly that ' 
a stray dog fiiom the village looked up at them and 
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‘3:urried home with its tail between its legs, which 
made Poliktiy’s heirs yell ten times louder. 

^ It was abominable weather: the wind was cutting, 
and something between rain and snow, and now 
and then fine hail, beat on Polik^y’s face and^n his 
bare hands which held the reins — and over which 
he kept drawing the sleeves of his coat — and on the 
leather of the horse-collar, and on the head of old 
Drum, who set back his ears and half closed his eyes. 

Then suddenly the rain stopped and it brightened 
up in a moment. The bluish snowclouds stood out 
clear and the sun began to come out, but un- 
certainly and cheerlessly like Polikdy’s own smile. 
Notwithstanding all this, Polikdy was deep in 
pleasant thoughts. He whom they threatened to 
exile and conscript, whom only those who were too 
lazy did not scold and beat, who was always shoved 
into the worst places, he was driving now to fetch 
a stun of money, and a large sum too, and his mistress 
trusted him, and he was driving in the steward’s 
cart behind Drum — with whom the lady herself 
sometimes drove out — just as if he were some pro- 
prietor with leather collar-strap and reins instead of 
ropes. And Poliktiy sat up straighter, pushed in the 
bits of wadding hanging out of his cap, and again 
wrapped his coat closer. 

If Polikey, however, imagined that he looked just 
like a wealthy peasant proprietor he deluded him- 
self. It is true, as every one knows, that tradesmen 
worth ten thousand rubles drive in carts with leather 
harness, only this was not quite the same thing. A 
bearded man in a blue or black coat drives past 
sitting alone in a cart, driving a well-fed horse, and 
you just glance to see if the horse is sleek and he him- 
iself well fed, and at the way he sits, at the horse’s 
harness, and the tyres on the cartwheels, and at his 
girdle, and you know at once whether the man does 
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business in hundreds or in thousands of rubles^ 
Every experienced person looking closer at Polik^y, 
at his hands, his face, his newly-grown beard, hb 
girdle, at the hay carelessly thrown into the cart, at 
lean iPrum, at the worn tyres, would know at once 
that it was only a serf driving past, and not a mer- 
chant or a cattle-dealer or even a peasant pro- 
prietor, and that he did not deal in thousands or 
hundreds, or even tens of rubles. But Polik^y did 
not think so: he deceived himself, and deceived 
himself agreeably. He is going to carry home fifteen 
hundred rubles in the bosom of his coat. If he liked, 
he might turn Drum’s head towards Odessa instead 
of homewards, and drive off where Fate might take 
him. But he will not do such a thing; he will bring 
the lady her money all in order, and will talk about 
having had larger sums than that on him. When 
they came to an inn Drum began pulling at the left 
rein, turning towards the inn and stopping; but 
Polikey, though he had the money given him to do 
the shopping with, gave Drum the whip and drove 
on. The same thing happened at the next inn, and 
about noon he got out of the cart, and opening the 
gate of the inn-keeper’s house where all his mistress’s 
people put up, he led the horse and cart into the 
yard. '^I’here he unharnessed, gave the horse some 
hay, dined with the inn-keeper’s men, not omitting 
to mention what important business he had come 
on, and then went out with the market-gardener’s 
bill in the crown of his cap. 

The market-gardener (who knew and evidently 
mbtrusted Polikey) having read the letter ques- 
tioned him as to whether he had really been sent for 
the money. Polikiy tried to seem offended, but 
could not manage it, and only smiled hb peculiarj 
smile. The market-gardener read the letter over 
once more and handed him the money. Having 
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*5eceived the money, Polikefy put it into his bosom 
and went back to the inn. Neither the beershop nor 
^the tavern nor anything tempted him. He felt a 
pleasant agitation through his, whole being, and 
stopped more than once in front of shops that 
showed tempting wares: boots, coats, caps, ^lintz, 
and foodstuffs, and went on with the pleasant feel- 
ing: ‘I could buy it all, but there now, I wonH do it!* 
He went to the bazaar for the things he had been 
asked to buy, got them all, and started bargaining 
for a lined sheepskin coat, for which he was asked 
twenty-five rubles. For some reason the dealer, 
after looking at Polik^y, seemed to doul)t his ability 
to buy it. But Polikey pointed to his bosom, saying 
that he could buy the whole shop if he liked, and 
insisted on trying the coat on; felt it, patted it, blew 
into the wool till he became permeated with the 
smell of it, and then took it oif with a sigh. ‘The 
price docs not suit me. If youdl let it go for fifteen 
rubles, now!’ he said. The dealer angrily threw the 
coat across the table, and Polikcy went out and 
checrlblly returned to his inn. After supper, having 
watered Drum and given him some oats, he climbed 
up on the stove, took out the envelope with the 
money and examined it for a long time, and then 
asked a porter who knew how to rc-ad to read him 
the address and the inscription: ‘With enclosure of 
one thousand six hundred and seventeen assignation 
rubles.’* The envelope was made of common paper 
and sealed with brown sealing-wax with the impres- 
sion of an anchor. There was one large seal in the 
middle, four at the comers, and there were some 
drops of sealing-wax near the edge. Pcjlikey 
.examined all this, and studied it. He even felt the 
)sharp edges of the notes. It gave him a kind of 

> Equal to 462 ‘silver rubles’, at 3^ assignations for one silver 
ruble. 
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childish pleasure to know that he had such a sum igt 
his hands. He thrust the envelope into a hole in the 
lining of his cap, and lay down with the cap under 
his head; but even jn the night he kept waking and 
feeling the envelope. And each time he found it in ' 
its place he experienced the pleasant feeling that 
here was he, the disgraced, the down-trodden 
Polik^y, carrying such a sum and delivering it up 
more accurately than even the steward could have 
done. 


VIII 

About midnight the innkeeper’s men and Polik<Jy 
were awakened by a knocking at the gate and the 
shouting of peasants. It was the party of recruits 
from Pokrdvsk. There were about ten people: 
Khoryiishkin, Mityiikin, and Elijah (Diitlov’s 
nephew), two substitutes in case of need, the village 
Elder, old Diitlov, and the men who had driven 
them. A night-light was burning in the room, and 
the cook was sleeping on a bench under the icons. 
She jumped up and began lighting a candle. 
Polik^y also awoke, and leaning over from the top of 
the stove looked at the peasants as they came in. 
They came in crossing themselves, and sat down on 
the benches round the room. They all seemed 
perfeedy calm, so that one could not tell which of 
them were die conscripts and which their escorts. 
They were greeting the people of the inn, talking 
loudly, and asking for f<^. It is true that some 
were silent and sad; but on the other hand others 
were unusually merry, evidendy drunk. Among 
these was Elijah, who had never had too much to 
drink before. 

*Well, lads, shall we go to sleep or have some 
supper?’ asked the Elder. 
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, ^ ‘Supper!* said Elijah, throwing open his coat and 
jetting himself on a bench. ‘Send for some vodka.’ 

‘Enough of your vodka !* answered the Elder 
shortly, and turning to the otherj he said: ‘You Just 
cut yourselves a bit of bread, lads! Why wake 
i people up?’ * 

‘Give me vodka!* Elijah repeated, without look- 
ing at anybody, and in a voice that showed that he 
would not soon stop. 

The peasants took the Elder’s advice, fetched 
some bread out of their carts, ate it, asked for a little 
kvas, and lay down, some on the floor and some on 
the stove. 

Elijah kept repeating at intervals: ‘Let me have 
some vodka, I say, let me have some.’ Then, 
noticing Polikey: ‘Polikey! Hi, Polikcy! You here, 
dear friend? Why, I am going for a soldier. . . . 
Have said good-bye to my mother and my 
missus. . . . How she howled 1 They’ve bundled me 
oft' for a soldier. . . . Stand me some votlka!* 

‘I haven’t got any money,* answered Polikey, 
and to comfort him added: ‘Who knows? By God’s 
aid you may be rejected! . . .’ 

‘No, friend. I’m as sound as a young birch. I’ve 
never had an illness. There’s no rejecting for me! 
What better soldier can the Tsar want?’ 

Polikey beg^n telling him how a peasant gave a 
doctor a five-ruble note and got rejected. 

Elijah drew nearer the oven, and they talked 
more freely. 

‘No, Polikey, it’s all up now! I don’t want to stay 
now myself. Uncle h^ done for me. As if he 
couldn’t have bought a substitute! . . . No, he 
grudged his son, and grudges the money, so they 
^nd me. No! I don’t myself want to stay.’ (He 
ipoke gently, confidingly, under the influence of 
quiet sorrow.) ‘One thing only — I am sorry for 
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mother, dear heart! . . . How she grieved! And 
wife, too ! . . . They Ve ruined the woman just fo 
nothing; now she’ll perish — in a word, she’ll be a I 
soldier’s wife! Better not to have married. What 
did they marry me for? • . . They’re coming here 
to-morrow.’ ^ 

‘But why have they brought you so soon?’ asked 
Polikey; ‘nothing was heard about it, and then, all 
of a sudden • . 

‘Why, they’re afraid I shall do myself some mis- 
chief,’ answered Elijah, smiling. ‘No fear! I’ll do" 
nothing of the kind. 1 shall not be lost even as a 
soldier; only I’m sorry for mother. . . . Why did they 
get me married?’ he said gently and sadly. 

The door opened and shut with a loud slam as old 
Dutlov came in, shaking the wet oif his cap, and as 
usual in bast-shoes so big that they looked like boats. 

‘Afandsy,’ he said to the porter, when he had 
crossed himself, ‘isn’t there a lantern to get some 
oats by?’ 

And without looking at Elijah he began slowly 
lighting a bit of candle. His mittens and whip were 
stuck into the girdle tied neatly round his coat, and 
his toil-worn face appeared as usual, simple, 
quiet, and full of business cares, as if he had just 
ai rivcd with a train of loaded carts. 

Elijah became silent when he saw his uncle, and^ 
looked dismally down at the bench again. Theil,'^ 
addressing the Elder, he muttered: 

‘Vodka, Ermil! I want some drink!’ His voice 
sounded wrathful and dejected. 

‘Drink, at this time?’ answered the Elder, w 
was eating something out of a bowl. ‘Don’t you ? 
the others have had a bite and lain down? Why a 
you making a row?’ 

The word ‘row* evidently suggested to Elijah 
idea of violence. 
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. ‘Elder, 1*11 do some mischief if you don’t give me 
odka!* 

‘Couldn’t you bring him to reason?* the Elder 
aid, turning to Dutlov, who had Jit the lantern, but 
lad stopped, evidently to sec what would happen, 
,nd was looking pityingly at liis nephew out of the 
^.orner of his eyes, as if surprised at his childishness. 
Elijah, looking down, again muttered: 

‘Vodka! Give . . . do misc hief!* 

‘Leave off, FLlijah !’ said the Elder mildly. ‘Really, 
now, leave off! You’d better!* 

But before the words were out Idijah had jumped 
up and hit a window-pane with his fist, and shout- 
ing at the top of his voice: ‘You would not listen to 
me, so there you have it!* rushed to the other 
window to break that too. 

Polik^y in the twinkling of an eye rolled over 
twice and hid in the farthest corner of the top of the 
stove, so quickly that he scared all the cockroaches 
there. The Elder threw down his spoon and rushed 
toward Elijah. Dutlov slowly put down his lantern, 
untied his girdle, and shaking his head and making 
a clicking noise with his tongue, went up to Elijah, 
who was already struggling with the Elder and the 
inn-keeper*s man, who were keeping him away 
from the window. They had caught his arms and 
seemed to be holding him fast; but the moment he 
saw his uncle with the girdle his strength increased 
Enfold and he tore himself away, and with rolling 
eyes and clenched fists stepped up to Dutlov, 

‘I’ll kill you! Keep away, you brute! . . . You 
have ruined me, you and your brigands of sons, 
you’ve ruined me! . . . Why did they get me 
pfiarried? . . . Keep aw^ay! I’ll kill you! . . .* 

) Elijah was terrible. His face was purple, his eyes 
Irolled, the whole of his healthy young body 
trembled as in a fever. He seemed to wish and 
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to be able to kill all the three men who well 

facing him. 

‘You’re drinking your brother’s blood, you 
blood-sucker!’ , 

Sojpiething flashed across Diitlov’s ever-seren<~ 
face. He took a step forward. 

‘You won’t take it peaceably!’ said he suddenly. 
The wonder was where he got the energy; for with 
a quick motion he caught hold of his nephew, rolled 
to the ground with him, and with the aid of the 
Elder began Ijinding his hands with the girdle.* 
They struggled for about five minutes. At last with 
the help of the peasants Diitlov rose, pulling his 
coat out of Elijah’s clutch. Then he raised Elijah, 
whose hands were tied behind his back, and made 
him sit down on a bench in a corner. 

‘I told you it would be the worse for you,’ he said, 
still out of breath with the struggle, and pulling 
straight the narrow girdle tied over his shirt. ‘Why 
sin f We shall all have to die ! . . . Fold a coat for a 
pillow for him,’ he said, turning to the inn-keeper’s 
men, ‘or the blood will go to his head.’ And he tied 
the cord round his waist over his sheepskin and, 
taking up the lantern, went to see after the horses. 

Elijah, pale, dishevelled, his shirt pulled out of 
place, was gazing round the room as though trying 
to remember where he was. The inn-keeper’s mep. 
picked up the broken bits of glass and stuffed a coa? 
into the hole in the window to keep the draught out. 
The Elder sat down again to his bowl. 

‘Ah, Elijah, Elijah! I’m sorry for you, really!, 
What’s to be done? There’s Khoryushkin ... he, 
too, is married. Seems it can’t be helped !’ 

‘It’s all on account of that fiend, my uncle, that 
I’m being ruined!’ Elijah repeated, dryly an# 

bitterly. ‘He was chary of his own son ! Mother 

says the steward told him to buy me off. He won’t: 
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says he can’t afford it. As if what my brother 

f nd I have brought into his house were a trifle ! . . . 
Ic is a fiend !’ 

Diitlov returned to the room, said a prayer in 
front of the icons, took off his outdoor things and 
<sat down beside the Elder. The cook brought more 
kvas and another spoon. Elijah grew silent, and 
closing his eyes lay down on the folded coat. The 
Elder pointed to him and shook his head silently. 
X)utIov waved his hand. 

‘As if one was not sorry! . . . My own brother’s 
son ! . . . And as if things were not bad enough it 
seems they also made me out a villain to him. . . . 
Whether it’s his wife — she’s a cunning little 
w'oman for all she’s so young — that has put it into 
his head that we could afford to buy a substitute ! . . . 
Anyhow, he’s reproaching me. But one docs pity 
the lad ! . . .’ 

‘Ah! he’s a fine lad,* said the Elder. 

‘But I’m at the end of my tether with him! To- 
morrow I shall let Ignat come, and his wife wanted 
to come too.’ 

‘All right — let them come,’ said the Elder, rising 
and climbing onto the stove. ‘What is money? 
Money is dross!’ 

‘If one had the money, who would grudge it?’ 
muttered one of the inn-keeper’s men, lifting his 
head. 

‘Ah, money, money! It causes much sin,* replied 
Diitlov. ‘Nothing in the world causes so much sin, 
uand the Scriptures say so too.’ 

‘Everything is said there,’ the workman agreed. 
‘There was a man told me how a merchant had 
stored up a heap of money and did not want to 
i fcavc any behind; he loved it so that he took it with 
iWm to the grave. As he was dying he asked to have 
a small pillow buried with him. No one 8usp>ected 
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anythinp^, and so it was done. Then his sons bega4 
looking for his money and nothing was to be found, 
At last one of them guessed that probably the notes 
were all in the pillow. The matter went to the Tsarj 
and be allowed the grave to be opened. And whai! 
do you think? They opened the cofiin. There was 
nothing in the pillow, but the cofiin was full of small 
snakes, and so it was buried again. . . . You see what 
money does!’ 

‘It’s a fact, it brings much sin,’ said Dutlov, and 
he got up and began saying his prayers. 

When he had fmishccl he looked at his nephew. 
The lad was asleep. Dutlov came up to him, untied 
the girdle with which he was bound, and then lay 
down. Another peasant went out to sleep with the 
hoi'ses. 


IX 

As soon as all was quiet Polik^y climbed down 
softly, like a guilty man, and began to get ready. 
For some reason he felt uneasy at the thought of 
spending the night there among the recruits. The 
cocks were already crowing to one another more 
often. Drum had eaten all his oats and was strain- 
ing tow'ards the drinking-trough. Polikey harnessed 
him and led him out past the peasants’ carts. His 
cap with its contents was safe, and the wheels of 
cart were soon rattling along the frosty roadi^ 
Pokrdvsk. Polikey felt more at case only when I 
had left the town behind. Till then he kJ « 
imagining that at any moment he might hear hil^v 
self being pursued, that he would be stopped, and 
they wouM tie up his arms instead of Elijah’s, and 
he would be taken to the recruiting station next 
morning. It might have been the frost, or it migHK 
have been fear, but something made cold shivers run 
down his back, and again and again he touched 
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up. The first person he met was a priest in a 
^11 fur cap, accompanied by a one-eyed labourer, 
/Taking this for an evil omen Polikey grew still more 
alarmed, but outside the town Uiis fear gradually 
passed. Drum went on at a walking pace an^ the 
oroad in front became more visible. Polikey look olf 
his cap and felt the notes. ‘Shall I hide it in rny 
bosom?’ he thought. ‘No; I should have to undo my 
girdle. . . . Wait a bit! When I get to the foot of 
the hill I’ll get down and put myself to rights. . . . 
The cap is sewn up tight at the top, and it can’t fall 
through the lining. After all. I’d better not take the 
cap oil till I get home.’ When he had reac hed the 
foot of the incline Drum of his own accord galloped 
up the next hill and i’olikey, who was as eager as 
Drum to get home, did not check him. All was well 
— at any rale so Polikey imagined, and he gave him- 
self up to dreams of his mistress’s gratitude, ol* the 
five rubles she would give him, and of the joy of his 
family. He took off his cap, felt for the envelope, 
and, smiling, put the cap tighter on his head. The 
velveteen crown of the cap was very rotten, and 
just because Akulfna had carefully sewn up the 
rents in one place, it burst open in another; and the 
very movement by which Polik<^y in the dusk had 
thought to push the envelope with the money 
deeper under the wadding, tore the cap farther and 
pushed out a comer of the envelope through the 
velveteen crown. 

The dawn was appearing, and Polikey, who had 
jnot slept all night, began to drowse. Pulling his cap 
lower down and thereby pushing the envelope still 
farther out, Polikey in his drowsiness let his head 
knock against the front of the cart. He woke up 
► lear home and was about to catch hold of his cap, 
iiut feeling that it sat firmly on his head he did not 
take it off, convinced that the envelope was inside. 
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He gave Drum a touch, arranged the hay in 
cart again, assumed once more the appearancand^re 
well-to-do peasant, and proudly looking aboutotfcjPt 
rattled homewards. 'sarfln 

There was the kitchen, there the house-seAw, 
quarters. There was the carpenter’s wife carrying 
some linen; there was the office, and there the 
mistress’s house where in a few moments Polikey 
would show that he was a trustworthy and honest 
man. ‘One can say anything about anybody,’ he^ 
would sav; and the lady would reply, ‘Well, thank 
you, Polikdy! Here arc three (or perhaps five, 
perhaps even ten) rubles,’ and she would tell them 
to give him some tea, or even some vodka. • It 
would not be amiss, after being out in the cold ! 
‘With ten rubles we would have a treat for tie 
holiday, and buy boots, and return Nikita his fcxir 
and a half rubles (it can’t be helped ! . . . He hts 
begun bothering) . . . .’ When he was about a hundrei 
places from the house, Polikdy wrappied his coat 
round him, pulled his girdle straight and his collar, 
took off his cap, smoothed his hair, and without 
haste thrust his hand under the lining. The hand 
began to fumble faster and faster inside the lining, 
then the other hand went in too, while his face grew 
paler and paler. One of the hands went right 
through the cap. Polikey fell on his knees, stoppiedb 
the horse, and bc^n searching in the cart among* 
the hay and the things he had bought, feeling inside 
his coat and in his trousers. The money was no- 
where to be found. 

‘Heavens! What docs it mean? . . . What will 
happen? . . .* He began to roar, clutching at his 
hair. , 

But recollecting that he might be seen, he tume^ 
the horse round, pulled the cap on, and drove tho 
surprised and disg^usted Drum back along the road. 
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*I can’t bear going out with Polik6y,’ Drum must 
have thought. ‘For once in his life he has fed and 
watered me properly, and then only to deceive me 
so unpleasantly! How hard I tided, running home! 
I am tired, and hardly have we got within smell of 
our hay than he starts driving me back!’ 

‘Now then, you devil’s jade!’ shouted Polik<5y 
through his tears, standing up in the cart, pulling at 
Drum’s mouth, and beating him with the whip. 

X 

All that day no one saw Polikey in Pokrdvsk. The 
mistress asked for him several times after dinner, 
and Aksyutka flew down to Akiilina; but Akullna 
said he had not yet returned, and that evidently the 
market-gardener had detained him or something 
had happened to the horse. ‘If only it has not gone 
lame!’ she said. ‘Last time, when Maxim went, he 
was on the road a whole day — had to walk back all 
the way.’ 

And Aksyi'itka turned her pendulums back to the 
house again, while Akulina, trying to calm her own 
fears, invented reasons to account for her husband’s 
absence, but in vain ! Her heart was heavy and she 
could not work with a will at any of the prepara- 
tions for the morrow’s holiday. She suffered all the 
more because the carpenter’s wife assured her that 
she herself had seen ‘a man just like Polik<iy drive 
up to the avenue and then turn back again’. The 
children, too, were anxiously and impatiently ex- 
pecting ‘Daddy’, but for another reason. Annie and 
Mary, being left without the sheepskin and the coat 
which made it possible to take turns out of doors, 
'could only run out in their indoor dresses with in- 
creasing rapidity in a small circle round the house. 
This was not a little inconvenient to all the dwellers 
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in the serfs’ quarters who wanted to go in or out 
Once Mary ran against the legs of the carpenter’s 
wife who was carrying water, and though she began 
to howl in anticipation as soon as she knocked 
against the woman’s knees, she got her curls cuffed 
all the same, and cried still louder. When she did 
not knock against anyone, she flew in at the door, 
and immediately climbing up by means of a tub. 
got onto the top of the oven. Only the mistress 
and Akulfna were really anxious about Polikey: 
the children were concerned only about what he 
had on. 

Egor Mikhaylovich reporting to his mistress, in 
answer to her questions, ‘Hasn’t Polikdy come back 
yet?’ and ‘Where can he be?’ answered: ‘I can’t 
say,’ and seemed pleased that his expectations were 
being fulfilled. ‘He ought to have been back by 
noon,’ he added significantly. 

All that day no one heard anything of Polikey; 
only later on it was known that some neighbouring 
peasants had seen him running about on the road 
bareheaded, and asking everyone whether they 
hadn’t found a letter. Another man had seen him 
asleep by the roadside beside a tied-up horse and 
cart. ‘I thought he was tipsy,’ the man said, ‘and 
the horse looked as if it had not been watered or fed 
for two days, its sides were so fallen in.’ Akulfna did 
not sleep all night and kept listening, but Polikey 
did not return. Had she been alone, or had she 
kept a cook or a maid, she would have felt still more 
unhappy; but as soon as the cocks crowed and the 
carpenter’s wife got up, Akulfna was obliged to rise 
and light the fire. It was a holiday. The bread had 
to come out of the oven before daybreak, kvas had 
to be made, cakes bak'*d, the cow milked, frocks 
and shirts ironed, the 'hildren washed, water 
fetched, and her neighboui prevented from taking 
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^up the whole oven. So AkuHna, still listening, set to 
work. It had grown light and the church bells 
were ringing, the children were up, but still Polikey 
had not returned. There had been a first frost the 
day before, a little snow had fallen and •lay in 
patches on the fields, on the road, and on the roofs; 
and now, as if in honour of the holiday, the day was 
fine, sunny, and frosty, so that one could see and 
hear a long way. But AkuHna, standing by the 
brick oven, her head thrust into the opening, was so 
busy with her cakes that she did not hear Polikey 
drive up, and only knew from the children's cries 
that her husband had returned. 

Annie, as the eldest, had greased her hair and 
dressed herself without help. She wore a new but 
crumpled print dress — a present from the mistress. 
It stuck out as stifi' as if it were made of bast, and 
was an object of envy to the neighbours; her hair 
glistened; she had smeared half an inch of tallow 
candle onto it. Her shoes, though not new, were 
thin ones. M«ary was still wrapped in the old jacket 
and was covered with mud, and Annie would not 
let her come near her for fear of getting soiled. 
Mary was outside. She saw her father drive up 
with a sack. *Daddy has come!* she shrieked, and 
rushed headlong through the door past Annie, 
dirtying her. Annie, no longer fearing to be soiled, 
went for her at once and hit her. Akulfna could not 
leave her work, and only shouted at the children: 
‘Now, then . . . I’ll whip you all!’ and looked round 
at the door. Polikey came in with a sack, and at 
once made his way to his own corner. It seemed to 
Akulfna that he was pale, and his face looked as if 
.he were either smiling or crying, but she had no 
’&nc to find out which it was. 

‘Well, Polikey, is it all right?’ she called to him 
from the oven. 
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Polikiy muttered something that she did not*^ 
understand. 

‘Eh?’ she cried. ‘Have you been to the mistress?’ 

Polikiy sat down ©n the bed in his corner looking 
wildly rround him and smiling his guilty, intensely 
miserable smile. He did not answer for a long time. 

‘Eh, Polikey? Why have you been so long?’ came 
AkuHna’s voice. 

‘Yes, AkuHna, I have handed the lady her 
money. How she thanked me!’ he said suddenly, 
and began looking round and* smiling still more 
uneasily. Two things attracted his feverishly staring 
eyes: the baby, and the cords atUiched to the hang- 
ing cradle. He went up to where the cradle hung, 
and began hastily undoing the knot of the rope with 
his thin fingers. I’hen his eyes fixed themselves on 
the baby; but just then Akulfna entered, carrying 
a board of cakes, and Polikey quickly hid the rope 
in his bosom and sat down on the bed. 

‘What is it, Polikey? You arc not like yourself,* 
said Akulfna. 

‘Haven’t slept,’ he answered. 

Suddenly something flitted past the window, and 
in a moment Aksyiitka, the maid from ‘up there’, 
darted in like an arrow. 

‘The mistress orders Polikey to come this minute,’ 
she said — ‘this minute, Avddtya Nikolaevna’s orders 
are . • • this minute!’ 

Polikey looked at Akulfna, then at the g^rl. 

‘I’m coming. What can she want?’ he said, so 
simply that Akulfna grew quieter. ‘Perhaps she 
wants to reward me. Tell her I’m coming.’ 

He rose and went out. Akulfna took the washing- 
trough, put it on a bench, filled it with water from 
the pails which stood by the door and from the^ 
cauldron in the oven, rolled up her sleeves, and 
tried the water. 
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‘Come, Ma^, I’ll wash you.* 

The cross, lisping little girl began howling. 

‘Gome, you brat! I’ll give you a clean smock. 
Now then, don’t make a fuss. Cqme along. . . . I’ve 
Still got your brother to wash.’ , 

Meanwhile Polikey had not followed the maid from 
‘up there’, but had gone to quite a different place. 
In the passage by the wall was a ladder leading to 
the loft. Polikey, when he came out, looked round, 
and seeing no one, bent down and climbed that 
ladder almost at a run, nimbly and hurriedly. 

‘Why ever doesn’t Polikey come?’ asked the 
mistress impatiently of Dunyasha, who was dressing 
her hair. ‘Where is Polikey? Why hasn’t he come?’ 

Aksyutka again flew to the serfs’ quarters, and 
again rushed into the entry, calling Polikey to her 
mistress. 

‘Why, he went long ago,’ answered Akulfna, who, 
having washed Mary, had just put her suckling 
baby-boy into the wash-trough and was moistening 
his thin short hair, regardless of his cries. 'I’hc boy 
screamed, puckered his face, and tried to clutch 
something with his helpless little hands. Akulfna 
supported his soft, plump, dimpled little back with 
one large hand, while she washed him with the 
other. 

‘See if he has not fallen asleep somewhere,’ said 
she, looking round anxiously. 

Just then the carpenter’s wife, unkempt and with 
her dress unfastened and holding up her skirts, 
went up into the loft to get some things she had 
hung there to dry. Suddenly a shriek of horror 
filled the loft, and the carpenter’s wife, like one 
.demented, with her eyes closed, came down the 
,v:eps on all fours, backwards, sliding rather than 
' running. 

‘Polik^ 1’ she screamed. 
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AkuHna let go the baby. 

‘Has hung himself!’ roared the carpenter’s wife. 

Akulfna rushed out into the passage, paying no 
heed to the baby, wjho rolled over like a ball and fell 
backwjirds with his little legs in the air and his heaa 
under water. 

‘On a rafter . . . hanging!’ the carpenter’s wife 
ejaculated, but stopped when she saw Akulfna. 

Akulfna darted up the ladder, and before anyone 
could stop her she was at the top, but from there 
with a terrible scream she fell .back like a corpse, 
and would have been killed if the people who had 
come running from every corner had not been in 
time to catch her. 


XI 

For several minutes nothing could be made out 
amidst the general uproar. A crowd of people had 
collected, everyone was shouting and talking, and 
the children and old women were crying. Akulfna 
lay unconscious. At last the men, the carpenter and 
the steward who had run to the place, went up the 
ladder, and the carpenter’s wife began telling for 
the twentieth time how she, ‘suspecting nothing, 
went to fetch a dress, and just looked round like this 
— and saw ... a man; and 1 looked again, and a 
cap is lying inside out, close by. I look . . . his legs 
are dangling. I went cold all over! Is it pleasant? 
. . . To think of a man hanging himself, and that 
I should be the one to see him! . . . How I came 
clattering down I myself don’t remember ... it’s 
a miracle how God preserved me ! Truly, the Lord 
has had mercy on me ! . . . Is it a trifle? ... so steep 
and from such a height. Why, I might have been 
killed !* - 

The men who had gone up had the same tale to 
tell. Polikey, in his shirt and trousers, was hanging 
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' ji^x)m a rafter by the cord he had taken from the 
cradle. His cap, turned inside out, lay beside him, 
his coat and sheepskin were neatly A)lded and lay 
close by. His feet touched th^ ground, but he no 
longer showed signs of life. Akulfna regain^-d con- 
sciousness, and again made for the ladder, but was 
held back. 

‘Mamma, Semka is dwownded!’ the lisping little 
girl suddenly cried from their corner. Akulina tore 
herself away and ran to the corner. The baby lay on 
his back in the trough and did not stir, and his little 
legs were not moving. Akulina snatched him out, 
but he did not breathe or move. She threw him on 
the bed, and with arms akimbo burst into such 
loud, piercing, terrible laughter that Mary, who at 
first laughed too, covered her ears with her hands, 
and ran out into the passage crying. The neighbours 
thronged into the corner, wailing and weeping. They 
carried out the little body and began rubbing it, 
but in vain. Akulfna tossed about on the bed and 
laughed — laughed so that all who heard her were 
horror-stricken. Only now, seeing this motley 
crowd of men and women, old people and children, 
did one realize what a numl:>er of people and what 
sort of people lived in the serfs’ quarters. All were 
bustling and talking, many wept, but nobody did 
. anything. The carpenter’s wife still found people 
who had not heard her talc of how her sensitive 
feelings were shocked by the unexpected sight, and 
how God had preserved her from falling down the 
ladder. An old man who had been a footman, with 
a woman’s jacket thrown over his shoulders, was 
telling how in the days of the old master a woman 
had drowned herself in the pond. The steward sent 
1 messengers to the priest and to the constable, and 
appointed men to keep guard. Aksyutka, the maid 
firam ‘up there’, kept gazing with staring eyes at the 
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opening that led to the ioft, and though she coulds 
not see anything was unable to tear herself away 
and go back to her mistress. Agatha Mikhaylovna, 
who had been lady’s-maid to the former proprietress, 
was weeping and asking for some tea to soothe her 
nerves.^ Anna the midwife was laying out the little 
body on the table, with her plump practised hands 
moistened with olive oil. Other women stood round 
Akulfna, silently looking at her. The children, 
huddled together in the corner, peeped at their 
mother and burst into howls; ^nd then subsiding 
for a moment, peeped again, and huddled still 
closer. Boys and men thronged round the porch, 
looking in at the door and the windows with 
frightened faces unable to see or understand any- 
thing, and asking one another what was the matter. 
One said the carpenter had chopped off his wife’s 
foot with an axe. Another said that the laundress 
had been brought to bed of triplets; a third that the 
cook’s cat had gone mad and bitten several people. 
But the truth gradually spread, and at last it 
reached the mistress; and it seems no one under- 
stood how to break it to her. That rough Eg6r 
blurted the facts straight out to her, and so upset 
the lady’s nerves that it was a long time before she 
could recover. The crowd had already begun to 
quiet down, the carpenter’s wife set the samovar to 
boil and made tea, and the outsiders, not being 
invited, thought it improper to stay longer. Boys 
had begun fighting outside the porch. Everybody 
now knew what had happened, and crossing them- 
selves they beg^n to disjserse, when suddenly the cry 
was raised : ‘The mistress ! The mistress 1’ and every- 
body crowded and pressed together to make way 
for her, but at the same time everybody wanted to 
see what she was going to do. The lady, with pale 
and tear-stained face, entered the passage, crossed 
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threshold, and went into ' Akulina’s corner. 
Dozens of heads squeezed together and gazed in at 
the door. One pregnant woman was squeezed so 
that she gave a squeal, but toojt advantage of that 
very circumstance to secure a front place for herself. 
And how could one help wishing to see the lady in 
Akulina’s corner'* For the housc-serfii it was just 
what the coloured lights are at the end of a show. 
It’s sure to be great when they burn the coloured 
fires; and it must be an important occasion when the 
lady in her silks apd lace enters Akulina’s comer. 
The lady went up and took Akullna’s hand, but 
Akullna snatched it away. The old house-seris 
shook their heads reprovingly. 

‘Akullna !’ said the ladv. ‘You have your children 
— so take care of yourself!’ 

Akullna burst out laughing and got up. 

‘My children are all silver, all silver I I don’t keep 
paper money,’ she muttered very rapidly. ‘I told 
Polik^y, “Take no notes,’’ and there now, they’ve 
smeared him, smeared him with tar — tar and soap, 
madam! Any scabbiness you may have it will get 
rid of at once . . .’ and she laughed still louder. 

The mistress turned away, and gave orders that 
the doctor’s assistant should come with mustard 
poultices. ‘Bring some cold water!’ she said, and 
.began looking for it herself; but seeing the dead 
baby with Granny Anna the midwife beside it, the 
lady turned away, and everybody saw how she hid 
her face in her handkerchief and .burst into tears; 
while Granny Anna (it was a pity the lady did not 
‘ see it — she would have appreciated it, and it was 
all done for her benefit) covered the baby with a 
niece of linen, straightened his arms with her 
plump, deft hands, shook her head, pouted, drooped 
her eyelids, and sighed with so much feeling that 
everybody could see how excellent a heart she had. 
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But the lady did not see it, she could not scB^ 
anything. She burst out sobbing and went into 
hysterics. Holding her up under tSe arms they led 
• her out into the porch and took her home. ‘That’s 

all there was to be seen of her!’ thought many, and 
again uegan to disperse. Akuifna went on laughing 
and talking nonsense. She was taken into another 
room and bled, and plastered over with mustard 
poultices, and ice was put on her head. Yet she did 
not come to her senses, and did not weep, but 
laughed, and kept doing and. saying such things 
that the kind people who were looking after her 
could not help laughing themselves. 


XII 

The holiday was not a cheerful one at Pokrdvsk. 
1 hough the day was beautiful the people did not 
go out to amuse themselves: no girls sang songs in 
the street, the factory hands who had come home 
from town for the day did not play on their con- 
certinas and balalaykas and did not play with tlie 
girls. Everybody sat about in corners, and if they 
spoke did so as softly as if an evil one were there who 
could hear them. It was not quite so bad in the 
daytune, but when the twUight fell and the dogs 
began to howl, and when, to make matters worse, 
a wind sprang up and whistled down the chimneys, 
such fear seized all the people of the place that tht^ 
who had tapers Ut them before their icons. Anyone 
who happened to be alone in his corner went to ask 
the neighbours permission to stay the night with 
them, to be less lonely, and anyone whose business 
should have taken him into one of the out-houses, 
did not go, but pitilessly left the catde without ibdde^ 
that night. And the holy water, of which everyone^ 
*cpt a httle bottle to charm away anything evil, was 
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all used up during the night. Many even heard 
something walking about with heavy steps up in the 
loft, and the blacksmith saw a serpent fly straight 
towards it. In Polik^y’s corner ^^ere was no one; the* 
children and the mad woman had been tal^cn else- 
where. Only tile little dead body lay there, and two 
jOld women sat and watched it, while a third, a 
pilgrim woman, was reading the psalms, actuated 
by her own zeal, not for the sake of the baby but in 
a vague way because of the whole calamity. The 
mistress had willed it so. The pilgrim woman and 
these old women themselves heard how, as soon as 
they finished reading a passage of the Psalter, the 
rafters above would tremble and someone would 
groan. Then they would say, ‘Let God arise,’ and 
all would be quiet again. The carpenter’s wife in- 
vited a friend and, not sleeping all night, with her 
aid drank up all the tea she had laid in for the whole 
week. They, too, heard how the rafters creaked 
overhead, and a noise as if sacks were tumbling 
down. The presence of the peasant watchmen kept 
up the courage of the house-serfs somewhat, or they 
would have died of fear that night. The peasants 
lay on some hay in the passage, and afterwards 
declared that they too had heard wonderful things 
up in the loft, though at the time they were con- 
versing very calmly together about the conscription, 
munching crusts of bread, scratching themselves, 
and above all so filling the passage with the 
peculiar odour characteristic of peasants that the 
carpenter’s wife, happening to pass by, spat and 
called them ‘peasant-brood*. However that might 
be, the dead man was still dangling in the loft, and 
it seemed as if the evil one himself had overshadowed 
the serfs’ quarters with his huge wings that night, 
showing his power and coming closer to these 
people than he had ever done before. So at least 
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they all felt. I do not know if they were right; I 
even think they were quite mistaken. I think that if 
some bold fellow had taken a candle or lantern that 
terrible night, and crossing himself, or even without 
crossing himself, had gone up into the loft — slowly 
dispelling before him the horror of the night with 
the candle, lighting up the rafters, the sand, the 
cobweb-covered flue-pipe, and the tippets left behind 
by the carpenter’s wife — till he came to Polikey, and, 
conquering his fears, had raised the lantern to the 
level of the face, he would have beheld the familiar 
spare figure: the feet touching the ground (the cord 
had stretched), the body bending lifelessly to one 
side, no cross visible under the open shirt, the head 
drooping on the breast, the good-natured face with 
open sightless eyes, and the meek, guilty smile, and 
a solemn calmness and silence over all. Really the 
carpenter’s wife, crouching in a corner of her bed 
witli dishevelled hair and frightened eyes and telling 
how she heard the sacks falling, was far more 
terrible and frightful than Polikey, though his cross 
was off and lay on a rafter. 

‘Up tlicre,’ that is, in the mistress’s house, reigned 
the same horror as in the serfs’ quarters. Her bed- 
room smelt of eau-de-cologne and medicine. Dunyd- 
sha was melting yellow wax and making a plaster. 
What the plaster was for I don’t know, but it was 
always made when the lady was unwell. And now 
she was so upset that she was quite ill. To keep 
Dunyasha’s courage up her aunt had come to stay 
the night, so there were four of them, including the 
girl, sitting in the maid’s room, and talking in low 
voices. 

‘Who will go to get some oil?’ asked Dunydsha. 

‘Nothing will induce me to go, Avddtya Pdv* 
lovna!’ the second maid said decidedly. 

‘Nonsense* You and Aksyutka go together.* 
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*1*11 run across alone. I’m not afraid of anything !’ 
iaid Aksyutka, and at once became frightened. 

‘Well then, go, dear; ask Granny Anna to give 
you some in a tumbler and bring it here; don’t spill 
any,’ said Dunyasha. 

Aksyutka lifted her skirt with one hand, and 
being thereby prevented from swinging both arms, 
swung one of them twice as violently across the line 
of her progression, and darted away. She was afraid, 
and felt that if she should sec or hear anything, evc*n 
her own living mother, she would j>erish with 
fright. She flew, with her eyes shut, along the 
familiar pathway. 

XIII 

‘Is the mistress asleep or not?’ suddenly asked a 
deep peasant-voice close to Aksyutka. She opened 
her eyes, which she had kept shut, and saw a figure 
that seemed to her taller than the house. She 
screeched, and flew back so fast that her skirls 
floated behind her. With one bound she was on the 
porch and with another in the maid’s room, where 
she threw herself on her bed with a wild yell. 
Dunyasha, her aunt, and the second maid almost 
died of terror, and before they had time to recover 
they heard heavy, slow, hesitating steps in the 
passage and at their door. Dunyasha rushed to her 
mistress, spilling the melted wax. The second maid 
hid herself behind the skirts that hung on the wall; 
the aunt, a more determined character, was about 
to hold the door to the passage closed, but it opened 
and a peasant entered the room. It was Diitlov, 
with his boat-like shoes. Paying no heed to the 
maids’ fears, he looked round for an icon, and not 
^seeing the tiny one in the left-hand comer of the 
room, he crossed himself in front of a cupboard in 
which teacups were kept, laid his cap on the 
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window-sill, and thrusting his arm deep into the 
bosom of his coat as if he were going to scratch 
himself under his other arm, he pulled out the 
letter with the five .brown seals stamped with an 
anchor# Dunyasha’s aunt held her hands to her 
heart and with difficulty brought out the words: 

‘Well, you did give me a fright, Naumych ! I can’t 
utter a wo . . . ord ! I thought my last moment had 
come!’ 

‘Is that the way to behave?’ said the second maid, 
appearing from under the skirts> 

‘The mistress herself is upset,’ said Dunyasha, 
coming out of her mistress’s door. ‘What do you 
mean, shoving yourself in through the maids’ en- 
trance without leave? . . . Just like a peasant lout!’ 

Dutlov, without excusing himself, explained that 
he wanted to see the lady. 

‘She is not well,’ said Dunyasha. 

At this moment Aksyutka burst into such loud 
and unseemly laughter that she was obliged to hide 
her face in the pillow on the bed, from which for 
a whole hour, in spite of Dunyasha’s and the aunt’s 
threats, she could not for long lift it without 
going off again as if something were bursting in her 
pink print bosom and rosy cheeks. It seemed to 
her so funny that everybody should have been so 
scared, that she again hid her head in the pillows 
and scraped the floor with her shoe and jerked her 
whole body as if in convulsions. 

Diitlov stopped and looked at her attentively, 
as if to ascertain what was happening to her, but 
tiu“ned away again without having discovered what 
it was all about, and continued: 

‘You sec, it’s just this — it’s a very important 
matter,* he said. ‘You just go and say that a 
peasant has found the letter with the money.* 

‘What money?* 
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’• Duny^ha, before going to report, read the 
address and questioned Diitlov as to when and 
'how he had found this mopey wJiich Polikey was to 
have brought back from towiv Having heard all 
the details and pushed the little errand-girl, who 
was still convulsed with laughter, out into the 
vestibule, Hunyasha went to her mistress; but to 
Dtitlov’s surprise the mistress would not see him 
and did not say anything intclligiljle to Dunyasha. 

‘I know nothing about it and don’t want to know 
anything!’ the lady said. ‘What peasant? What 
money? ... I can’t and won’t see anyone! He 
must leave me in peace.’ 

‘What am I to do?’ said Hutlov, turning the 
envelope over; ‘it’s not a small sum. What is 
written on it?’ he asked Dunyasha, w'ho again read 
the address to him. 

Diitlov seemed in doubt. He was still hoping that 
perhaps the money was not the mistress's and that 
the address had not been read to him right, but 
Dunyasha confirmed it, and he put the envelope 
back into his bosom with a sigh, and was about to go. 

‘I suppose I shall have to hand it over to the 
police-constable,’ he said. 

‘Wait a bit! I’ll try again,’ said Dunyasha, 
stopping him, after attentively following the dis- 
appearance of the envelope into the bosom of the 
peasant’s coat. ‘Let me have the letter.’ 

Diitlov took it out again, but did not at once put 
it into Dunyasha’s outstretched hand. 

‘Say that Semen Diitlov found it on the road . . .* 

‘Well, let me have it!’ 

‘I did think it was just nothing — only a letter; 
but a soldier read out to me that there was money 
‘inside . . . ’ 

‘Well then, let me have it.* 

*1 dared not even go home first to . . .* Diitlov 
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continued, still not parting with the precious en- 
velope. ‘Tell the lady so.’ 

Dunydsha took it from him and went again to 
her mistress. 

‘O njy God, Dunyasha, don’t speak to me of that 
money!’ said the lady in a reproachful tone. ‘Only 
to think of that little baby . . .’ 

‘The peasant does not know to whom you wish 
it to be given, madam,’ Dunyasha again said. 

The lady opened the envelope, shuddering at the 
sight of the money, and ponderad. 

‘Dreadful money 1 Howmuch evil it does I’ shesaid. 

‘It is Diillov, madam. Do you order him to go, 
or will you please come out and sec him — and is the 
money all safe?’ asked Dunyasha. 

‘I don’t want this money. It is terrible money! 
What it has done ! Tell him to take it himself if he 
likes,’ said the lady suddenly, feeling for Dunyasha’s 
hand. ‘Yes, yes, yes !’ she repeated to the astonished 
Dunydsha; ‘let him take it altogether and do what 
he likes with it.’ 

‘Fifteen hundred rubles,’ remarked Dunyasha, 
smiling as if at a child. 

‘Let him take it all !’ the lady repeated impatiently. 
‘How is it you don’t understand me? It is unlucky 
money. Never speak of it to me again! Let the 
peasant who found it take it. Go, go along!* 

Dunyasha went out into the maids’ room. 

‘Is it all there?’ asked Diitlov. 

‘You’d better count it yourself,’ said Dunyasha, 
handing him the envelope. ‘My orders arc to give 
it to you.’ 

Ddtlov put his cap under his arm, and, bending 
forward, l^gan to count the money. 

‘Have you got a counting-frame?’* 

* The abacus, with wires and beads to count on, was much 
used in Russia. 
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Diitlov had an idea that the lady was stupid and 
could not count, and that that was why she ordered 
him to do so. 

‘You can count it at home — the money is 
yours . • .!* Dunyasha said crossly. ‘ “I donk want 
to see it/* she says; “give it to the man who 
brought it.*** 

Diitlov, without unbending his back, stared at 
Dunyasha. 

Dunyasha*s aunt flung up her hands. 

*0 holy Mother I What luck the 1-ord has sent 
him! O holy Mother!* 

The second maid would not l>clieve it. 

‘You don*t mean it, Avddtya PAvlovna; you*rc 
joking!* 

‘Joking, indeed! She told me to give it to the 
peasant. . . . There, take your money and go!* s;iid 
Dunyasha, without hiding her vexation. ‘One 
man’s sorrow is another man*s lurk!’ 

‘It’s not a joke . . . fifteen hundred rubles!* said 
the aunt. 

‘It’s even more,* stated Dunyasha. ‘Well, you’ll 
have to give a ten-kopek candle to St. Nicholas,* 
she added sarcastic^illy. ‘Why don’t you come to 
your senses? If it had come to a poor man, now ! . . . 
But this man has plenty of his own.* 

Diitlov at last grasped that it was not a joke, and 
began gathering together the notes he had spread 
out to count and putting them back into the en- 
velope. But his hands trembled, and he kept glan- 
cing at the maids to assure himself that it was not 
a Joke. 

‘See ! He can’t come to his senses he *s so pleased,* 
said Dunyuha, implying that she despised both the 
^peasant and the money. ‘Come, 1*11 put it up for 
you.* 

She was going to take the notes, but Diatlov 
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would not let her. He crumpled them together',' 

pushed them in deeper, and took his cap. 

‘Are you glad?’ 

‘I hardly know v'hat to say! It’s really . . . 

He did not finish, but waved his hand, smiled, 
and went out almost crying. 

The mistress rang. 

‘Well, have you given it to him?’ 

‘I have.’ 

‘Well, was he very glad?’ 

‘He was just like a madman.’ 

‘Ah! call him back. I want to ask him how he 
found it. Call him in here; I can’t come out.’ 

Dunydsha ran out and found the peasant in the 
entry. He was still bareheaded, but had drawn out 
his purse and was stooping, untying its strings, 
while he held the money between his teeth. Perhaps 
he imagined that as long as the money was not in 
his purse it was not his. When Dunydsha called him 
he grew frightened. 

‘What is it, Avddtya . . . Avdotya Pdvlovna? 
Does she want to take it back? Couldn’t you say 
a word for me? . . . Now really, and I’d bring you 
some nice honey.’ 

‘Indeed! Much you ever brought!’ 

Again the door was opened, and the peasant was 
brought in to the lady. He felt anything but cheer- 
ful. ‘Oh dear, she’ll want it back!’ he thought on 
his way through the rooms, lifting his feet for some 
reason as if he were walking through high grass, and 
trying not to stamp with his bast shoes. He could 
make nothing of his surroundings. Passing by a 
mirror he saw flowers of some sort and a peasant in 
bast shoes lifting his feet high, a gentleman with an 
eyeglass painted on the wall, some kind of green tub, 
and something white. . . . There, now ! The some- 
thing white began to speak. It was his mistress. He 
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^lid not understand anythini; but only stared. He 
did not know where he was, and everything ap- 
peared as in a fog. 

‘Is that you, Diitlov?* 

‘Yes, lady. . . . Just as it was, so I left it •#. .* he 
said. ‘I was not glad so help me God! How IVc 
tired out my horse! . . 

‘Well, it’s your luck!’ she remarked contemptu- 
ously, though with a kindly smile. ‘Take it, take it 
for yourself.’ 

He only rolled his eyes. 

‘I am glad that you got it. God grant that it may 
be of use. Well, are you glad?’ 

V ‘How could I help being glad? I’m so glad, 
fna’am, so glad ! I will pray for you .always! . . . So 
^lad that, thank Heaven, our lady is alive! It was 
not my fault.’ 

‘How did you find it?’ 

‘Well, I mean, we can always do our best for our 
lady, quite honourably, and not anyhow . . .’ 

‘He is in a regular muddle, madam,’ said Dun- 
yasha. 

‘I had taken my nephew, the conscript, and as I 
was driving back along the road I found it. Polik^y 
must have dropped it.’ 

‘Well, then, go — go, my good man! I am glad 
,you found it!’ 

‘I am so glad, lady!’ said the peasant. 

Then he remem l>cred that he had not thanked 
her properly, and did not know how to behave. The 
[lady and Dunyasha smiled, and tlicn he again began 
stepping as if he were walking in very high grass, 
and could hardly refrain from running so afraid 
^as he that he might be stopped and the money 
^^aken from him« 
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When he got out into fresh air Dutlov stepped 
aside from the road to the lindens, even undoing 
his beit to get at his purse more easily, and began 
putting away the money. His lips were twitching, 
stretching and drawing together again, though he 
uttered no sound. Having put away his money and 
fastened his belt, he crossed himself and went 
staggering along the road as though he were drunk, ^ 
so full was he of the thoughts that came rushing to 
his mind. Suddenly he saw the figure of a man 
coming towards him. He called out; it was Efim, 
with a cudgel in his hand, on watch at the serfs* 
quarters. 

*Ah, Daddy Semen!* said Efim cheerfully, draw- 
ing nearer (Efim felt it uncanny to be alone). ‘Have 
you got the conscripts off, daddy?* 

‘We have. What are you after?* 

‘Why, I’ve been put here to watch over Polikey 
who*s hanged himself.* 

‘And where is he?* 

‘Up there, hanging in the loft, so they say,* 
answered Efim, pointing with his cudgel through 
the darkness to the roof of the serfs* quarters. 

Dutlov looked in the direction of the arm, and 
though he could see nothing he puckered his brow'S, i 
screwed up his eyes, and shook his head. 

‘The police-constable has come,* said Efim, ‘so 
the coachman said. He’ll be Uiken down at once. 
Isn’t it horrible at night, daddy? Nothing would 
make me go up at night even if they ordered me to. 
If Egor Mikhaylovich were to kill me outright I 
wouldn*t go . . .* 

‘What a sin, oh, what a sin!* Diidov kept re 
peating, evidently for propriety’s sake and not even 
thinking what he was saying. He was about to g^' 
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an his way, but the voice of Eg6r MikhAylovich 
stopped him. 

‘Hi! watchman! Come here!’ shouted Eg6r 
Mikhdylovich from the porcTi of the office. 

Efim replied to him. 

‘Who was that other peasant standing with you?’ 

‘Dutlov.’ 

‘Ah ! and you too, Semen ! Come here !’ 

Having drawn near, Dutlov, by the light of a 
lantern the coachman was carrying, recognized 
Egor Mikhaylovich gind a short man with a cockade 
on his cap, dressed in a long uniform overcoat. 
This was the police-constable. 

‘Here, this old man will come with us too,’ said 
Egor Mikhaylovich on seeing him. 

The old man felt a bit uncomfortable, but there 
was no getting out of it. 

‘And you, Effm — you’re a bold lad ! Run up into 
the loft where he’s hanged himself, and set the 
ladder straight for his honour to mount.’ 

Efim, who had declared that he would not go 
near tlie loft for anything in the world, now ran 
towards it, clattering with his bast shoes as if they 
were logs. 

The pHjIice-officer struck a light and lit a pipe. 
He lived about a mile and a half off, and having 
just been severely reprimanded for drunkenness by 
his superior, was in a zealous mood. Having arrived 
at ten o’clo^ at night, he wished to view the corpse 
at once. Eg6r Mikhaylovich asked Dtitlov how he 
,came to be there. On the way Dutlov told the 
’steward about the money he had found and what 
^the lady had done, and said he was coming to ask 
sEgdr Mikhaylovich’s sanction. To Dutlov’s horror 
fihe steward asked for the envelope and examined 
it. The police-constable even took the envelope in 
his hand and briefly and dryly asked the details. 
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*Oh dear, the money is gone!’ thought Diltlov^l 
and began justifying himself. But the police* 
constable handed him back the money. 

‘What a piece of luckTor the clodhopper !* he said. 

‘It ^omes handy Tor him,’ said Egor Mikhaylovich. 
‘He’s just been taking his nephew to be conscripted, 
and now he’ll buy him out.’ 

‘Ah I’ said the p>oliceman, and went on in front. 

‘Will you buy him off — Elijah, I mean?’ asked 
Eg6r Mikhaylovich. 

‘How am I to buy him off? ^ill there be money 
enough? And perhaps it’s too late . . .’ 

‘Well, you know best,’ said the steward, and they 
both followed the policc-constable. 

They approached the serfs’ house, where the ill- 
smelling watchmen stood waiting in the passage 
with a lantern. Dutlov followed them. The watch- 
men looked guilty, perhaps because of the smell 
they were spreading, for they had done nothing 
wrong. All were silent. 

‘Where is he?’ asked the police-constable. 

‘Here,’ said Eg6r Mikhaylovich in a whisper. 
‘Effm,’ he added, ‘you’re a twld lad, go on in front 
with the lantern.’ 

Efim had already put a plank straight at the top 
of the ladder, and seemed to have lost all fear. 
Taking two or three steps at a time, he clamberec 
up with a cheerful look, only turning round to light 
the way for the police-constable. The constable was 
followed by Egor Mikhaylovich. When they had 
disappeared above, Hdtlov, with one foot on the 
bottom step, sighed and stopped. Two or three 
minutes passed. The footsteps in the loft were ^no 
longer heard; they had no doubt reached the bo^y. 

‘^ddy, they want you,’ Efim called dowi| 
through the opening. 

Ddtlov began going up. The light of the lantern 
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.«howcd only the upper part of the bodies of the 
police-constable and of £g6r Mikhaylovich beyond 
the rafters. Beyond them again someone else was 
standing with his back ttirned. It was Polik6y. 
Dutlov climbed over a rafter aiid stopped, crossing 
himself. 

‘Turn him round, lads!’ said the police-constable. 

No one stirred. 

‘Kfiin, you’re a bold lad,’ said Eg6r Mikh.’iy'lovich. 

The ‘bold lad’ stepped across a ralter, turned 
Polikey round, anc^ stood beside him, looking with 
a most cheerful face now at Polikey now at the 
constable, as a showman exhibiting an albino or 
Julia Pastrana' looks now at the public and now at 
what he is exhibiting, ready to do anything the 
spectators may wish. 

‘Turn him round again.’ 

Polikey was turned round, his arms slightly .sway- 
ing and his feet dragging in the sand on the floor. 

‘Catch hold, and take him down.’ 

‘Shall we cut the rope through, your honour?’ 
asked Eg6r Mikhaylovich. ‘Hand us an axe, lads!’ 

The watchmen and^ Uiitlov had to be told twice 
before they set to, but the ‘lw>ld lad’ handled Polikey 
as he would have handled a sheep’s carcass. At last 
the rope was cut through and the Ixxly taken down 
>and covered up. The ptolice-constable said that 
the doctor would come next day, and dismissed 
them all. 


XV 

i Dxjtlov went homeward, still moving his lips. At 
|l first he had an uncanny feeling, but it passed as he 
drew nearer home, and a feeling of gladness gradu- 
f'^ally penetrated his heart. In the village he heard 

* Julia Pastrana was exhibited as being half-woman half- 
imonkey, and created a considerable sensation. 
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songs and drunken voices. Diidov never drank, and 
this time too he went straight home. It was late 
when he entered his hut. His old wife was asleep. 
His eldest son and grahdsons were asleep on the 
stove, and his second son in the store-room. Elijah’s 
wife afone was awake, and sat on the bench bare- 
headed, in a dirty, working-day smock, wailing. 
She did not come out to meet her uncle, but only 
sobbed louder, lamenting her fate, when he entered. 
According to the old woman, she ‘lamented’ very 
fluently and well, taking into consideration the faqf 
that at her age she could not have had muc 
practice. y 

The old woman rose and got supper for hci' 
husband. Dutlov turned Elijah’s wife away from 
the table, saying: ‘That’s enough, that’s enough!’ 
Aksinya went away, and lying down on a bench 
continued to lament. The old woman put the 
supper on the table and afterwards silently cleared 
it away again. The old man did not speak cither. 
When he had said grace he hiccupped, washed his 
hands, took the counting-frame from a nail in the 
wall, and went into the storeroom. There he and 
the old W'oman spoke in whispers for a little while, 
and then, after she had gone away, he began count- 
ing on the frame, making the beads click. Finally 
he banged the lid of the chest standing there, andr 
clambered into the space under the floor. For a ' 
long time he went on bustling about in the room 
and in the space below. When he came back to the 
living-room it was dark in the hut. The wooden 
splint that served for a candle had gone out. His 
old woman, quiet and silent in the daytime, had 
rolled herself up on the sleeping-bunk and filled^ 
the hut with her snoring. Elijah’s noisy young wifc/j 
was also asleep, breathing quietly. She lay on the 
bench dressed just as she had been, and with nothing 
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-finder her head for a pillow. Dutlov began to pray, 
then looked at Elijah’s wife, shook his head, put out 
the light, hiccupped again, and climbed up on the 
stove, where he lay down beside hb little grandson. 
He threw down his plaited bast shoes from the stove 
hi the dark, and lay on his back looking up at the 
eaftcr which was hardly dbcernible just over his head 
hbovc the stove, and listening to die sounds of the 
cockroaches swarming along the walls, and to the 
sighs, the snoring, the rubbing of one foot against 
another, and the noise made by the cattle outside, 
at was a long time before he could sleep. I’he moon 
fX)®#. It grew lighter in the hut. He could see 
Aksinya in her comer and something he could not 
make out; was it a coat his son had forgotten, or a 
tub the women had put there, or a man standing 
Ihere? Perhaps he was drowsing, perhaps not: any- 
now he began to peer into the darkness. Evidently 
^at evil spirit who had led Polikiy to commit his 
itwful deed and whose presence was felt that night 
all the house-serfs, had stretched out his wing 
id reached across the village to the house in which 
the money that he had used to ruin Polik^y. At 
it, Dutlov felt his presence and was ill at ease, 
could neither sleep nor get up. After noticing 
the something he could not make out, he remem- 
c^xired Elijah with his arms bound, and Aksinya’s 
jhicc and her eloquent lamentations; and he recalled 
jl’olikey with his swaying hands. Suddenly it seemed 
[to the old man that someone passed by the window. 
yWho was that? Cfould it be the village elder coming 
lio early with a notice?’ thought he. ‘How did he 
ftpen the door?’ thought the old man, hearing a step 
to the passage. ‘Had the old woman not put up the 
f^ar when she went out into the passage?’ The dog 
oegan to howl in the yard and he came stepping 
^Uong the passage, so the old man related after* 
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wards, as though he were trying to find the do< 
then passed on and began groping along the W 2 
stumbled over a tub and made it clatter, and aga 
began groping as if fe<^ling for the latch. Now 
had hold of the latch. A shiver ran down the o 
man’s* body. Now he pulled the latch and enten 
in the shape of a man. Dutlov knew it was he. P 
wished to cross himself, but could not. He went i: 
to the table which was covered with a cloth, an< 
pulling it off, threw it on the floor and began climl 
ing onto the stove. The old man knew that he ha 
taken the shape of Polikey. was showing h; 
teeth and his hands were swinging about, h 
climbed up, fell on the old man’s chest, and begai 
to strangle him. 

‘The money’s mine !* muttered Polikey. 

‘Let me go! I won’t do it!’ Semen tried to say 
but could not. 

Polik6y was pressing down on him with the 
weight of a mountain of stone. Dutlov knew that 
if he said a prayer he would let him go, and he knew 
which prayer he ought to recite, but could not utter 
it. His grandson sleeping beside him uttered a shrill 
scream and began to cry. His grandfather had 
pressed him against the wall. The child’s cry 
loosened the old man’s lips. ‘Let God arise! . % he 
said. He pressed less hard. ‘And let his enemies 
scattered . . .’ spluttered Dudov. He got off t| 
stove. Diidov heard hb two feet strike the floA 
Dudov went on repeating in turn all the prayers ■ 
knew. He went towards the door, passed the tabi 
and slammed the door so that the whole hut shook 
Everybody but the grandfather and grandson con- 
tinued to sleep however. The grandfather, trembling 
aU over, muttered prayers, while the grandson wa^ 
crying himself to sleep and pressing dose to his 
grandfather. All became quiet once more. The old 
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Isy still. A code crowed behind the waII cl«'>se 
to Dutlov’s ear. He heard the hens stirring, and a 
coclceiel unsuccessrully trying to crow in answer to 
the old cock. Sometliing mbved over the old man’s 
fegs. It was the cat; she jumped on her soft pads 
from the stove to the floor, and stood mewing by 
the door. The old man got up and opened the 
window. It was dark and muddy in the street. 'I'hc 
front of the cart was standing there close to the 
-window. Grossing himself he went out baref<x>t 
into the yard to th^ horses. One could see that ht 
had been there too. The mare, standing under the 
^can-to beside a tub of chaff, had got her foot into 
the cord of her halter and had spilt the chaff, and 
now, lifting her foot, turned her head and waited 
for her master. Her foal had tumbled over a heap 
of manure. The old man raised him to his feet, dis- 
entangled the marc’s foot and fed her, and went 
. back to the hut. The old woman got up and lit the 
splint. |Wake the lads, I’m going to the town!’ 
And taking a wax taper from before the icon Dutlov 
lit it and went down with it into the opening under 
the floor. When he came up again lights were burn- 
ing not only in his hut but in all the neighbouring 
houses. The young fellows were up and preparing 
to start. The women were coming in and out with 
* pails of milk. Ignat was liarnessing the horse to one 
, cart and the second son was greasing the wheeb of 
, another. The young wife was no longer wailing. 

She had made herself neat and had bound a shawl 
.over her head, and now sat waiting till it would be 
time to go to town to say good-bye to her husband. 

The old man seemed particularly stem. He did 
^not say a word to anyone, put on hb best coat, tied 
■mb belt round him, and with all Polik6y*s money in 
' the bosom of hb coat, went to £g6r Mikhaylovich. 

‘Don’t dawdle,* he called to hb son, who was 
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turning the wheels round on the raised and nev 
greased axle. *ril be back in a minute; see d 
everything is ready.* 

The steward had only just got up and was drir 
ing te^. He himseff was preparing to go to town 
deliver up the recruits. 

*What is it?’ he asked. 

‘Egor Mikhdylovich, I want to buy the lad o 
Do be so good ! You said t’other day that you kne 
one in the town that was willing. . . . Explain to n 
how to do it; we are ignorant people.’ 

‘Why, have you reconsidered it?’ 

T have, Eg6r Mikhaylovich. I’m sorry for hin 
My brother’s child after all, whatever he may b 
I’m sorry for him! It’s the cause of much sir 
money is. Do be good enough to explain it to me 
he said, bowing to his waist. 

Eg6r Mikhaylovich, as was his wont on sue. 
occasions, stood for a long time thoughtfully smack 
ing his lips. Then, having considered the mattei 
he wrote two notes and told him what to do in towi 
and how to do it. 

When Dutlov got home, the young wife hac 
already set off with Ignat. The fat roan mare stooc 
ready harnessed at the gate. Dutlov broke a stick 
out of the hedge and, lapping his coat over, got intc 
the cart and whipped up the horse. He made tht 
mare run so fast that her fat sides quickly shrank, 
and Dutlov did not look at her so as not to feel sorry 
for her. He was tormented by the thought that he 
might come too late for the recruiting, that Elijah 
would go as a soldier and the devil’s money would 
be left on his hands. 

I will not describe all Dutlov’s proceedings that 
morning. I will only say that he was specially luckyi 
The man to whom Eg6r Mikhaylovich had givcir 
him a note had a volunteer quite ready who was 



POLIKUSHKA 381 

rttlready twenty-three silver rubles in debt and had 
jfbeen passed by the recruiting-board. His master 
wanted four hundred silver rubles for him and a 
buyer in the town had for the lasjt three weeks been 
offering him three hundred. Dutlov settlod the 
(matter in a couple of words. ‘Will you take three 
twenty-five?’ he said, holding out his hand, but with 
a look that showed that he was prepared to give 
more. The master held back his hand and went on 
asking four hundred. ‘You won’t take three and a 
quarter?’ Diidov s.aid, catching hold with his left 
hand of the man’s right and preparing to slap his 
own right hand down on it. ‘You won’t take it? 
Well, God l>e with you !’ he said suddenly, smacking 
the master’s hand with the full swing of his other 
hand and turning away with his whole Inxly. ‘It 
seems it has to be so . . . take three and a half hun- 
dred ! Get out the discharge and bring the fellow 
along. And now here arc two ten-ruble notes on 
account. Is it enough?’ 

And Dutlov unfastened his girdle and got out the 
money. 

The man, though he did not withdraw his hand, 
yet did not seem quite to agree and, not accepting 
the deposit money, went on stipulating that Dutlov 
should wet the bargain and stand treat to the 
^yolunteer. 

' ‘Don’t commit a sin,’ Dutlov kept repeating as 
rhe held out the money. ‘We shall all have to die 
some day,’ he went on, in such a mild, persuasive 
and assured tone that the master said: 

‘So be it, then !’ and again clapped Dutlov’s hand 
and began praying for God’s blessing. ‘God grant 
fhfou lu(^,* he said. 

They woke the volunteer, who was still sleeping 
after yesterday’s carouse, examined him for some 
reason, and went with him to the ofiBces of the 
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Administration. The recruit was merry. He del 
mandcd rum as a refresher, for which Diitlov gave 
him some money, and only when they came intf 
the vestibule of the, recruiting- board did his courage, 
fail him. For a long time they stood in the entrance- 
hall, the old master in his full blue cloak and thei 
recruit in a short sheepskin, his eyebrows raised 
and his eyes staring. For a long time they whispered, 
tried to get somewhere, looked for somebody, and 
for some reason took off their caps and bowed to 
every copying-clerk they met, and meditatively 
listened to the decision which a scribe whom the 
master knew brought out to them. All hope of 
getting the business done that day began to vanish, 
and the recruit was growing more cheerful and 
unconstrained again, when Diitlov saw Eg6r Mik- 
haylovich, seized on him at once, and began to beg 
and bow to him. Egor Mikhaylovich helped him so 
efficiently that by about three o’clock the recruit, 
to his great dissatisfaction and surprise, was taken 
into the hall and placed for examination, and amid 
general merriment (in which for some reason every- 
body joined, from the watchmen to the President), 
he was undressed, dressed again, shaved, and led 
out at the door; and five minutes later Diitlov 
counted out the money, received the discharge and, 
having taken leave of the volunteer and his master; 
went to the lodging-house where the Pokrdvsk 
recruits were staying, Elijah and his young wife 
were sitting in a corner of the kitchen, and as soon 
as the old man came in they stopped talking and 
looked at him with a resigned expression, but nol 
with goodwill. As was his wont the old man said 
a prayer, and he then unfastened his belt, got ouf 
a paper, and called into the room his eldest so^ 
Ignat and Elijah’s mother, who were in the yard. 

*Don’t sin, Elijah,’ he said, coming up to his 
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Nephew. ‘Last night you said a word to me. . . . 

I pity you? I rcmeml>cr how my brother left 
fyou to me. If it had Ixren in piy power would I have 
let you go? God has sent me hjek, and I am not 
orudging it you. Here it is, the paper*; and he put 
Jaie discharge on the table and carefully smoothed 
it out with his stiff, unbending fingers. 

All the Pokrov^sk peasants, the inn-keeper’s men, 
and even some outsiders, came in from the yard. 
\ll guessed w'hat was happening, but no one inter- 
rupted the old man’s solemn discourse. 

‘Here it is, the paper! Four hundred silver rubles 
I’ve given for it. Don’t reproach your uncle.* 
Elijah rose, but remained silent not knowing what 
to say. His lips quivered with emotion. His old 
mother came up and would have thrown herself 
sobbing on his neck; but the old man motioned her 
away slowly and authoritatively and continued 
.’speaking. 

‘You said a word to me yesterday,’ the old man 
again repeated. ‘You stabixrd me to the heart wdth 
that word as with a knife! Your dying father left 
you to me and you have been as my own son to me, 
and if I have wronged you in any way, well, we all 
live in sin ! Is it not so, good Christian folk?’ he said, 
turning to the peasants who stood round. ‘Here is 
^<>ur own mother and your young wife, and here is 
the discharge for you. I don’t regret the money, but 
forgive me for Christ’s sake !* 

And, turning up the skirts of his coat, he dclil^er- 
Itely sank to his knees and bowed down to the 
ground before Elijah and his wife. The young 
people tried in vain to restrain him, but not till his 
^/^rehead had touched the floor did he get up. Then, 
'^ter giving his skirts a shake, he sat down on a 
6ench. Elijah’s mother and wife howled with joy, 
and words of approval were heard among the 
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crowd. ‘That is just, that's the godly way,* said ond| 
‘What *s ruoncy ? You can’t buy a fellow for money 
said another. ‘What happiness!* said a third; ‘no 
two ways about jt, he’s a just man!’ Only the 
peasa^its who were to go as recruits said nothing] 
and went quietly out into the yard. 

Two hours later Diitlov’s two carts were driving 
through the outskirts of the town. In the first, tc 
which was harnessed the roan mare, her sides faller 
in and her neck moist with sweat, sat the old mar 
and Ignat. Behind them jerked strings of ring- 
shaped fancy-bread. In the second cart, in which 
nobody held the reins, the young wife and hei 
mother-in-law, with shawls over their heads, wen 
sitting, sedate and happy. The former held a botth 
of vodka under her apron. Elijah, very red in th< 
face, sat all in a heap with his back to the horse 
jolting against the front of the cart, biting into a rol 
and talking incessantly. The voices, the rumblin; 
of the cart-wheels on the stony road, and the snort 
ing of the horses, blent into one note of mcrrimcni 
The horses, swishing their tiiils, increased thei 
speed more and more, feeling themselves on the 
homeward road. The passers-by, whether driving 
or on foot, involuntarily turned round to look at the 
happy family party. 

Just as they left the town the Diitlovs overtook ^ 
party of recruits. A group of them were standing in 
a ring outside a tavern. One of the recruits, with 
that unnatural expression on his face which cornea 
of having the front of the head shaved,* his grey can 
pushed back, was vigorously strumming a balalayka, 
another, bareheaded and with a bottle of vodka ir 
his hand, was dancing in the middle of the rin^ 
Ignat stopped his horse and got down to tighten tl^ 

* On being conscripted a man’s head was partially shavec 
to make desertion more difficult. 
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traces. All the Dutlovs looked with curiosity, ap- 
proval, and amusement at the dancer. The recruit 
ieemed not to see anyone, but felt that the public 
admiring him had grown largcy, and this added to 
his strength and agility. He danced briskly. His 
brows were knitted, his flushed face was set, and his 
lips were fixed in a grin that had long since lost all 
meaning. It seemed as if all the strength of his soul 
was concentrated on placing one foot as quickly as 
possible after the other, now on the heel and now on 
the toe. Sometime&hc stopped suddenly and w inked 
to the balalayka-player, who l>rgan playing still 
more briskly, strumming on all the strings and even 
striking the c-asc with his knuckles. I'hc recruit 
would stop, but even w’hcn he stood still he still 
seemed to Ixr dancing all over. 'I'hen he began 
slow ly jerking his shoulders, and suddenly twirlinj^ 
round, leaped in the air with a wild ci^, and descend- 
ing, crouched down, throwing out first one leg and 
then the other. The little boys laughed, the womcr 
shook their heads, the men smiled approvingly. Ar 
old sergeant stood quietly by, with a look lhai 
seemed to say: ‘You think it wonderful, but we have 
long been familiar with it.’ The balalayka-playci 
seemed tired; he looked lazily round, struck a false 
chord, and suddenly knocked on the case with hii 
vknuckles, and the dance came to an end. 

^ ‘Eh, Alckha,’ he said to the dancer, pointing ai 
f Dutlov, ‘there’s your sponsor!’ 

‘Where? You, my dearest friend!’ shoutec 
t Alekha, the very recruit whom Dutlov had bought 
^and staggering forward on his weary legs and hold 
ing the bottle of vodka above his head he movet 
jr.^wards the cart. ‘Mishka, a glass!’ he cried to thi 
player. ‘Master! My dearest friend! What 2 
^pleasure, really!* he shouted, drooping his tips^ 
head over the cart, and he began to treat the mei 
i o 
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and women to vodka. The men drank, but the 

women refused. ‘My dear friends, what can I 

ofler you?* exclaimed Alekha, embracing the old 

women. 

A woman selling eatables was standing among 
the crowd. Alekha noticed her, seized her tray, and 
poured its contents into the cart. 

‘Til pay, no fear, you devil!* he howled tearfully, 
pulling a purse from his pocket and throwing it to 
Mishka. 

He stood leaning with his elbows on the cart and 
looking with moist eyes at those who sat in it. 

‘Which is the mother . . . you?* he asked. ‘I must 
treat you too.’ 

He stood Uiinking for a moment, then he put his 
hand in his pocket and drew out a new folded 
handkerchief, hurriedly took off a sash which was 
tied round his waist under his coat, and also a 
red scarf he was wearing round his neck, and, 
crumpling them all together, thrust them into the 
old woman’s lap. 

‘There! I’m sacrificing them for you,* he said in 
a voice that was growing more and more sub- 
dued. 

‘What for? Thank you, sonny! Just sec what a 
simple lad it is!’ said the old w’^oman, addressing 
Diitlov, who had come up to their cart. i 

Alekha was now quite quiet, quite stupefied, and 
looked as if he were falling asleep. He drooped his 
head lower and lower. 

‘It’s for you I am going, for you I am perishing!* , 
he muttered; ‘that’s why I am giving you gifts.* 

‘I dare say he, too, has a mother,* said some one ; 
in the crowd. ‘What a simple fellow! What a pity !*ri 

Alekha lifted his head. 

‘I have a mother,* said he; *I have a father too. 
All have given me up. Listen to me, old woman,* 
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he went on, taking Elijah’s mother by the hand. 
.have given you presents. I.isten to me. for Christ’s 
sake! Go to V6dnoe village, ask for the old woman 
Nikdnovna — she’s my own njoiher, sec? Say to* 
this same old woman, Nikonovna, the tlyrcl hut 
' from the end, by the new w^ell. I'ell her that Alekha 
— her son, you see. . . . Kh! musician! strike up!** 
he shouted. 

And muttering something he immediately l>egan 
dancing again, and hurled ilie bottle with the re- 
maining vodka to ^hc ground. 

Ignat got into the cait an<l was about to start. 

‘Good-bye! M.iy God blc*ss you!’ s«iid the old 
woman, wrapping her cloak closer round her. 

Alekha suddenly stopped. 

‘Go to the devil!’ he shoiiU'd, clenching his fists 
threateningly. ‘May your mother be . . / 

‘O Lord! exclaimed Elijah’s mother, crossing 
herself. 

Ignat touched the reins, and the carts rattled on 
again. Alekha, the recruit, stood in the middle of 
the road with clenched fists and with a look of fury 
on his face, and abus<-d the p<*asant.s with all his 
might. 

‘\Vhat are you stopping for? Go on, devils! 
cannibals!’ he cried. ‘You w'onH escape me! , . . 
^Devil’s clodhoppers!’ 

At these words his voice broke, and he fell full 
length to the ground just where he stood. 

Soon the Dutlovs reached the open fields, and 
looking back could no longer see the crowd of 
‘ recruits. Having gone some four miles at a walking 
pace Ignat got down from his father’s cart, in 
which the old man lay asleep, and walked beside 
^Elijah’s cart. 

Between them they emptied the bottle they had 
brought from town. After a while Elijah began a 

o a 
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•ong, the women joined in, and Igndt shouted 
merrily in time with the song. A post-chaise drove 
merrily towards them. The driver called lustily to 
his horses as he passed th*e two festive carts, and the 
post-bo^ turned round and winked at the men and 
women who with flushed faces sat jolting inside 
singing their jovial song. 
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H igher and higher receded .the sky, wider and 
wider spread the streak of dawn, whiter grew 
the pallid silver of the dew, more lifeless the sickle 
of the moon, and more vocal the forest. People 
began to get up, and in the owner’s stable-yard 
the sounds of snorting, the rustling of litter, and 
even the shrill angry neighing of horses crowded 
together and at vnriance alxmt something, grew 
more and more frequent. 

‘Hold on! Plenty of time! Hungiy?* said the old 
huntsman, quickly opening the cn^aking gate. 
‘Where are you going?’ he shouted, tliieateningly 
raising his arm at a marc that was pushing through 
the gate. 

'Fhc keeper, Nester, wore a short Clossack coat 
with an ornamental leather girdle, had a whip 
slung over his shoulder, and a hunk of bread 
wrapped in a cloth stuck in his girdle. He carried 
a saddle and bridle in his arms. 

The horses were not at all frightened or offended 
at the hoi-seman’s sarcastic tone: they pretended 
that it was all the same to them and moved leisurely 
away from the gate; only one old brown marc, with 
a thick mane, laid back an car and quickly turned 
her back on him. A small filly standing behind her 
and not at all concerned in the matter took this 
oppK>rtunity to whinny and kick out at a horse that 
happened to be near. 

‘Now then!’ shouted the keeper still louder and 
more sternly, and he went to the opposite corner of 
4 the yard. 

Of all the horses in the enclosure (there were 
about a hundred of them) a piebald geldings 



399* ojKiUfcK: IHE STORY OF A HORSE 
standing by himself in a corner under the pent- 
house and licking an oak post with half-closed eyes, 
displayed least impatience. 

It is impossible to say what flavour the piebald 
gelding found in the post, but his expression was 
serious- and thoughtful while he licked. 

‘Stop that!’ shouted the groom, drawing nearer 
to him and putting the saddle and a glossy saddle- 
cloth on the manure heap beside him. 

'I’he piebald gelding stopped licking, and without 
moving gave Nester a long look. The gelding did 
not laugh, nor grow angry, iior frown, but his 
whole belly heaved with a profound sigh and he 
turned away. The horseman put his arm round the 
gelding’s neck and placed the bridle on him. 

‘What are you sighing for?’ said Nester. 

The gelding switched liis tail as if to say, ‘Nothing 
in particular, Nester!’ Nester put the saddle-cloth 
and saddle on him, and this caused the gelding to 
lay back his ears, probably to express dissatisfaction, 
but he was only called a ‘good-for-nothing’ for it 
and his saddle-girth were tightened. 

At this the gelding blew himself out, but a finger 
was thrust into his mouth and a knee hit him in the 
stomach, so that he had to let out his breath. In 
spite of this, when the saddle-cloth was being 
buckled on he again laid back his cars and even 
looked round. Though he knew it would do no 
good he considered it necessary- to show that it was 
disagreeable to him and that he would always 
express his dissatisfaction with it. When he was 
saddled he thrust for>vard his swollen off foot and 
began champing his bit, this too for some reason of 
his own, for he ought to have known by that time 
tliat a bit cannot have any flavour at all. 

Nester mounted the gelding by the short stirrup, 
imwound his long whip, straightened his coat out 



under his knee, seated himself in the manner 
j^eculiar to coachmen, huntsmen, and horsemen, 
imd jerked the reins. The gelding lifteddiis head to 
l^ow his readiness to go where ordered, but did not 
move. He knew that before starting there w^ould be ’ 
much shouting, and that Ncstcr, from thereat on 
his back, would give many orders to Vaska, thc^ 
other groom, and to the horses. And Ncstcr did 
shout: ‘Vaska! Hullo, Vaska. Have you let out the 
brood mares? Where arc you going, you devil? 
Now then! Are you asleep . . . Open the gate! Let 
the brood mares get out first!’ — and S€j on. 

The gate creaked. Vaska, cross and sleepy, stood 
at the gate-post holding his horse by the bridle 
and letting the other Imrscs pass out. The horses 
followed one another and stepped carefully over the 
straw, smelling at it: fillies, yearling colts with their 
manes and tails cut, sue kling foals, and mares in 
foal carrying their burden heed fully, passed one 
by one through the gateway. The fillies sometimes 
crowded together in twos and threes, throwing their 
heads across one another’s backs and hitting their 
hoofs against the gate, for which they received a 
rebuke from the grooms every lime. "I’hc foals 
sometimes darted under the legs of the wrong marcs 
and neighed loudly in response to the short whinny 
of their own mothers. 

A playful filly, directly she had got out at the 
gate, fjent her head sideways, kicked up her hind 
legs, and squealed, but all the same she did not dare 
to run ahead of old dappled Zhuldyba who at a 
slow and heavy pace, swinging her belly from side 
^to side, marched as usual ahead of all the other 
horses. 

4 In a few minutes the enclosure that had been so 
Inimatcd became deserted, the posts stood gloomily 
under the empty penthouse, and only trampled 
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straw mixed with manure was to be seen. Used as 
he was to that desolate sight it probably depressed 
the piebald* gelding. As if making a bow he slowly 
lowered his head and raised it again, sighed as 
’ deeply as the tightly drawn girth would allow, 
and hobbling along on his stiff and crooked legs 
^shambled after the herd, bearing old Nester on his 
bony back. 

‘I know that as soon as we get out on the road he 
will begin to strike a light and smoke his wooden 
pipe with its brass mountings and little chain/ 
thought the gelding. ‘I am glachof it because early 
in the morning when it is dewy I like that smell, it 
reminds me of much that was pleasant; but it’s 
annoying that when his pipe is between his teeth the 
old man always begins to swagger and thinks him- 
self somebody and sits sidew^ays, always sideways — 
and that side hurts. However, it can’t be helped! 
Suffering for the pleasure of others is nothing new 
to me. I have even begun to find a certain equine 
pleasure in it. Let him swagger, poor fellow! Of 
course he can only do that when he is alone and no 
one sees him — let him sit sideways!’ thought the 
gelding, and stepping carefully on his crooked legs 
he went along the middle of the road. 

II 

Having driven the horses to the riverside where 
they were to graze, Nester dismounted and un- 
saddled. Meanw^liilc the herd had begun gradually 
to spread over the un trampled meadow, covered 
with dew and by the mist that rose from it and the 
encircling river. 

When he had taken the bridle off the piebald 
gelding, Nester scratched him under the neck, in 
response to which the gelding expressed hlr 
gratitude and satisfaction by closing his eyes. ‘He 
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Ipprs it, the old dog!* muttered Ncstcr. The gelding 
hj^wever did not really care for the scratching at all, 
a&d pretended that it was agreeable merely out of 
eburtesy. He nodded his head in assent to Nesler's 
words; but suddenly Ncster quite unexpectedly and 
without any reason, perhaps imagining that too 
much familiarity might give the gelding a wrong 
idea of his importance, pushed the gelding's head 
away from himself without any warning and, 
swinging the bridle, struck him painfully with the 
buckle on his lean leg, and then without saying a 
word went up the* hillock to a tree-stump beside 
which he generally seated himself. 

Though this action grieved the piebald gelding 
he gave no indication of it, but leisurely switchirjg 
his scanty tail, sniffed at something and, biting off 
some wisps of grass merely to divert his mind, 
walked to the river. He took no notice whatever of 
the antics of the young mares, colts, and foals 
around him, who were filled with the joy of the 
morning; and knowing that, especially at his age, 
it is healthier to have a good drink on an empty 
stomach and to cat afterwards, he chose a spot 
where the bank was widest and least steep, and 
wetting his hoofs and fetlocks, dipi>ed his inu/zlc 
in the water and began to suck it up through his 
torn lips, to expand his filling sides, and from 
pleasure to switch his scanty tail with its half bald 
stump. 

An aggressive chestnut filly, who always tefiscd 
the old fellow and did all kinds of unpleasant 
things to him, now came up to him in the water as 
if attending to some business of her own, but in 
reality merely to foul the water before his nose. But 
iie piebald gelding, who had already had his fill. 
Is though not noticing the filly*s intention quietly 
drew one foot after the other out of the mud in 
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which they had sunk, jerked his head, and stepping 
aside from the youthful crowd started grazing. 
Sprawling 'his feet apart in different ways and not 
, trampling the grass needlessly, he went on eating 
without unbending 'himself for exactly three hours. 
Having eaten till his belly hung down from his 
<.steep skinny ribs like a sack, he balanced himself 
equally on his four sore legs so as to have as little 
pain as possible, especially in his off foreleg which 
was the weakest, and fell asleep. 

Old age is sometimes majestic, sometimes ugly, 
and sometimes pathetic. But oTd age can be both 
ugly and majestic, and the gelding’s old age was 
just of that kind. 

He was tall, rather over fifteen hands high. His 
spots were black, or rather they had been black, but 
had now turned a dirty brown. He had three spots, 
one on his head, starting from a crooked bald patch 
on the side of his nose and reaching half-way down 
his neck. His long mane, filled with burrs, was 
white in some places and brownish in others. 
Another spot extended down his off side to the 
middle of his belly, the third, on his croup, touched 
part of his tail and went half-way down his quarters. 
The rest of the tail was whitish and speckled. The 
jig bony head, with deep hollows over the eyes and 
i black hanging lip that had been torn at some - 
ime, hung low and heavily on his neck, which was 
o lean that it looked as though it were carved of 
trood. The pendant lip revealed a blackish, bitten 
angue and the yellow stumps of the worn lower 
wth. The cars, one of which was slit, hung low on , ^ 
ither side, and only occasionally moved lazily to 
rive away the pestering flies. Of the forelock, one .* 
tit which was still long hung back behind an ear; 
ic uncovered forehead was dented and rough, and 
le skill hung down like bags on his broad jaw- 
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ig^cs. The veins of his neck had grown knotty, and 
Matched and shuddered at every touch of a fly. 
3rhe expression of his face was one of stern patience, 
thoughtfulness, and suffering. , 

His forelegs were crooked to a bow at th« knees, 
i there were swellings over both hoofs, and on one 
leg, on which the piebald spot reached half-way"' 
down, there was a swelling at the knee as big as a 
fist. The hind legs were in better condition, but 
apparently long ago his haunches had l)ecn so 
rubbed that in peaces the h<iir would not grow 
again. The leanness of his lx>dy made all four legs 
look disproportionately long, llic ribs, though 
straight, were so exjxjsed and the skin so lightly 
' drawn over them, that it srrriied to have dried fast 
to the spaces l>etwccn. His back and withers were 
covered with marks of old f ishings, and there was 
a fresh sore behind, still swollen and festering; the 
black dock of his tail, which showed the vertebrae, 
hung down long and almost bare. On his dark- 
brown croup -near the tail — was a scar, as though 
of a bite, the si^e ot'a man’s hand and covered with 
white hair. Another scarnrd sore was visible on one 
of his shoulders. His tail and horks were dirty 
because of chronic bowel troubles. The hair on the 
whole body, though short, stood out straight. Yet 
in spite of the hideous old age of this horse one in- 
v^oluntarily paused to reflect when one saw him, 
and an expert would have said at once that he had 
been a remarkably fine horse in his day. The 
expert would even have said that there was only one 
breed in Russia that could fumbh such breadth of 
bone, such immense knees, such hoofs, such slender 
eannons, such a well-shaped neck, and above all 
pich a skull, such eyes — large, black, and clear — 
and such a thoroughbred network of veins on head 
and neck, and such delicate skin and hair. 
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There was really something majestic in that 
horse’s figure and in the terrible union in him of ' 
^ repulsive indications of, decrepitude, emphasiaed 
" by the motley coloyir of his hair, and his manner 
which •expressed the self-confidence and calm 
^assurance that go with beauty and strength. Like 
a living ruin he stood alone in the midst of the dewy 
meadow, while not far from him could be heard 
the tramping, snorting and youthful neighing and 
whinnying of the scattered herd. 

Ill 

The sun had risen above the forest and now shone 
brightly on the grass and the winding river. The 
dew was drying up and condensing into drops, the 
last of the morning mist was dispersing like tiny 
smoke-clouds. T he cloudlets were becoming curly 
but there was as yet no wind. Beyond the river the 
verdant rye stood bristling, its ears curling into 
little horns, and there was an odour of fresh verdure 
and blossom. A cuckoo called rather hoarsely from 
the forest, and Nester, lying on his back in the grass, 
was counting the calls to ascertain how many years 
he still had to live. I'he larks were rising over the 
rye and the meadow. A belated hare, finding him- 
self among the horses, leaped into the open, sat 
down by ^ bush, and pricked his cars to listen.' 
vaska Icll asleep with his head in the grass, the 
fillies, making a still wider circle about him, 
scattcicd over the field below. The old marcs went 
about snorting, and made a shining track across the 
dewy grass, always choosing a place where no one ' 
would disturb them. They no longer grazed, but 
only nibbled at choice tufts of grass. The whole 
herd was moving imperceptibly in one direction. * 
And again it was old Zhuldyba who, stepping 
sedately in front of the others, showed the possibility 
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[>f going farther. Black Miishka, a young mare who 
had foaled for the first time, w'ith uplified tail kept 
ivhinnying and snorting. at her bluish foal; the 
^^oung filly Satin, sleek and bvilliant, bending her’ 
xiead till her black silky forelock hid her li>rehead 
and eyes, played with the grass, nipping olf a little 
and tossing it and stamping her leg with its shaggy 
fetlock all wet with dew. One of tlic older foals, 
probably imagining he was playing some kind of 
game, with his curly tail raised like a plume, ran 
for the twenty-si.vth time round his mother, who 
quietly went on grazing, having grown accustomed 
to her son’s ways, and only occasionally glanced 
askance at him with one of lier large black eyes. 

One of the very youngest Ibals, black, with a big 
head, a tuft sticking up in astonishment between his 
cars, and a little tail still twisted to one side as it had 
been in his mother’s womb, stocxl motionless, his 
cars pricked and his dull eyes fixed, gazing at the 
frisking and prancing foal- -whether admiring or 
condemning him it is hard to say. Some of the foals 
w'ere sucking and butting with their noses, some — 
heaven knows w^hy — despite their mothers* call were 
running at an awkward little trot in quite the 
opposite direction as if searching for something, and 
then, for no apparent reason, stopping and neighing 
with desperate shrillness. Some lay on their sides in 
a row, some w^erc learning to eat grass, some again 
were scratching themselves behind their cars with 
their hind legs. Two mares still in foal w^erc walking 
apart from the rest, and while slowly moving their 
legs continued to graze. The others evidently rc- 
sp>ectcd their condition, and none of the young ones 
ventured to come near to disturb them. If any 
^ucy youngsters thought of approaching them, the 
mere movement of an ear or tail sufficed to show 
them all how improper such behaviour was. 
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The colts and yearling fillies, pretending to be 
grown up . and sedate, rarely jumped or joined 
the merry company. They grazed in a dignified 
manner, curving thejr close-cropped swan-like necks, 
and flourished their little broom-like tails as if they 
also had long ones. Just like the grown-ups they lay 
^own, rolled over, or rubbed one another. The 
merriest group was composed of the two- and 
three-year-old fillies and marcs not yet in foal. 
They almost always walked about together like a 
separate merry virgin crowd. ‘Among them you 
could hear sounds of tramping, whinnying, neigh- 
ing, and snorting. I'hey drew close together, put 
their heads over one another’s necks, sniffed at one 
another, jumped, and sometimes at a semi-trot 
semi-amble, with tails lifted like an oriflamme, 
raced proudly and coquettishly past their com- 
panions. The most beautiful and spirited of them 
was the mischievous chestnut filly. What she 
devised the others did; wherever she went the 
whole crowd of beauties followed. That morning 
the naughty one was in a specially playful mood. 
She was seized with a joyous fit, just as human 
beings sometimes are. Already at the riverside she 
had played a trick on the old gelding, and after that 
she ran along through the water pretending to be ^ 
frightened by something, gave a hoarse squeal, and 
raced full speed into the field so that V^ska had to 
gallop after her and the others who followed her. 
Then after grazing a little she began rolling, then 
teasing the old mares by dashing in front of them, 
then she drove away a small foal from its dam and 
chased it as if meaning to bite it. Its mother was 
frightened and stopped grazing, while the litde foal 
cried in a piteous tone, but the mischievous one did 
not touch him at all, she only wanted to frighten 
him and give a performance for the benefit of her 
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companions, who watched her escapade approv- 
ingly. Then she set out to turn the head of a little 
loan horse with which a peasant was ploughing in 
% rye-field far beyond the riycr. She stopped, 
proudly lifted her head somewhat to one sido^ shook 
^ herself, and neighed in a sweet, tender, long-drawn 
voice. Mischief, feeling, and a certain sadnf*ss, were 
expressed in that call. There was in it the desire for 
and the promise of love, and a pining for it. 

‘There in the thick reeds is a corn-crake running 
backwards and forwards and calling passionately to 
his mate; there is the cuckoo, and the quails arc 
singing of love, and the flowers are sending their 
fragrant dust to each other by the wind. And I too 
am young and beautiful «and strong,* the mischievous 
one’s voice said, ‘but it has not yet been allowed 
me to know the sweetness of that feeling, and not 
only to experience it, but no lover — not a single 
one — has ever seen me!* 

And this neighing, sad and youthful and fraught 
with feeling, was l>orne over the lowland and the 
field to the roan horse far away. He pricked up his 
ears and stopped. I’he pe.'isant kicked him with his 
bast shoe, but the little horse was so enchanted by 
the silvery sound of the distant neighing that he 
, neighed too. The peasant grew angry, pulled at the 
reins, and kicked the little roan so painfully in the 
stomach with his bast shoes that he could not finish 
his neigh and walked on. But the little roan felt a 
sense of sweetness and sadness, and for a long time 
the sounds of unfinished and passionate neighing, 
and of the peasant’s angry voice, were carrica from 
the distant ryc-ficId over to the herd. 

I If the sound of her voice alone so overpowered 
flie little roan that he forgot his duty, what would 
have happened had he seen the naughty beauty as 
she stood pricking her ears, breathing in the air with 
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dilated nostrils, ready to run, trembling with her 
whole beautiful body, and calling to him? 

But the mischievous one did not brood long over 
her impressions. When the neighing of the roan 
died a\/ay she gave another scornful neigh, lowered 
her head and began pawing the ground, and then 
she went to wake and to tease the piebald gelding. 
The piebald gelding was the constant martyr and 
butt of those happy youngsters. He sufTered more 
from them than at the hands of men. He did no 
harm to either. People needed him, but why should 
these young horses torment him? 

IV 

He was old, they were young; he was lean, they 
were sleek; he was miserable, they were gay; and so 
he was quite alien to them, an outsider, an utterly 
dilferent creature whom it was impossible for them 
to pity. Horses only have pity on themselves, and 
very occasionally on those in whose skins they can 
easily imagine themselves to be. But was it the old 
gelding’s fault that he was old, poor and ugly? . . . 

One might think not, but in equine ethics it was, 
and only those were right who were strong, young, 
and happy — those who had life still before them,^ 
whose every muscle quivered with superfluous 
energy, and whose tails stood erect. Maybe the 
piebald gelding himself understood this and in his 
quiet moments was ready to agree that it was his 
fault that he had already lived his life, and that he 
had to pay for that life; but after all he was a horse 
and often could not suppress a sense of resentment, 
sadness, and indignation, when he looked at thos<^ 
youngsters who tormented him for what woulc^ 
befall them all at the end of their lives. Another 
cause of the horses* lack of pity was their aristo- 
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cratic pride. Ev'cry one of them traced back its 
pedigree, through father or mother, to the famous 
Creamy, while the piebald was of unknown 
parentage. He was a chance comer, purcliased • 
three years before at a fair for eighty assignat rubles. 

The chestnut hlly, as if Uiking a stroll, passed 
close by the piebald gelding’s nose and pushed him. 
He knew at once what it was, ami without opening 
his eyes laid back his ears and showed his teeth. 
The filly wheeled round as if to kick him. The 
gelding opened his eyes and stepped aside. He did 
not want to sleep any more and began to graze. 
'I'he mischief-maker, followed by h(‘r companions, 
again aj^pn^ached the gc^lding. A very stupid two- 
year-old white-spotted filly who aiwax's imitated the 
chestnut in everything, w'ent up with her and, as 
imitators always do, went to greater lengths than 
the instigator. The chestnut always went up as if 
intent on business of her owm, and passed by the 
gelding’s nose without l<x>king at him, so that he 
really did not know whether to be angry or not, 
and that was really funny. 

She did the same now, but the W’hite-spotted one, 
who followed her and had grown particularly lively, 
bumped right against the gelding with her chest. 
He again showed his teeth, whinnied, and with an 
' agility one could not have expected of him, rushed 
after her and bit her flank. The white-spotted one 
kicked out w'ith all her strength and dealt the old 
horse a heavy' blow on his thin bar t riljs. He snorted 
heavily and was going to rush at her again, but 
bethought himself and draw'ing a deep sigh stepped 
aside. The whole crowd of young ones must have 
^ taken as a personal affront the impertinence the 
k^lpiebald gelding had permitted himself to offer to 
the white-sjK>tted one, and for the rest of the day 
did not let him graze in p>eace for a moment, so 
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that the keeper had to quieten them several times 
and could .not understand what had come over 
them. 

The gelding felt so offended that he went up him- 
self to fester when *the old man was getting ready 
to drive the horses home, and felt happier and 
quieter when he was saddled and the old man had 
mounted him. 

God knows what the gelding was thinking as he 
carried old Nestcr on his back: whether he thought 
bitterly of tlie pertinacious and merciless youngsters, 
or forgave his torinrnters with the contemptuous 
and silent pride suited to old age. At all events he 
did not betray his thoughts till he reached home. 

That evening, as Nester drove the horses past the 
huts of the domestic serfs, he noticed a peasant horse 
and cart tethered to his porch: some friends had 
come to sec him. When driving the horses in he was 
in such a hurry that he let the gelding in without 
unsaddling him and, shouting to Vaska to do it, 
shut the gate and went to his friends. Whether 
because of the alfront to the white-spotted iilly — 
Creamy’s great-grand -daughter — by that ‘mangy 
trash’ bought at the horse fair, who did not know his 
father or mother, and the consequent outrage to the 
aristocratic sentiment of the whole herd, or because 
the gelding with his high saddle and without a rider 
presented a strangely fentastic spectacle to the 
horses, at any rate something quite unusual 
occurred that night in tlie paddock. All the horses, 
young and old, ran after the gelding, showing their 
teeth and driving him all round the yard; one heard 
the sound of hoofs striking against his bare ribs, 
Buid his deep groaning. He could no longer endure 
this, nor could he avoid the blows. He stopped in 
the middle of the paddock, his face expressing first 
the repulsive weak malevolence of helpless old age. 
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then despair: he dropped his ears, and then 
pmething happened that caused all the horses to 
^ict down. The oldest of the mares, Vyazapiirikha, 
fent up to the gelding, siriircd at him and sighed. , 
The gelding sighed too ... 


V 

In the middle of the moonlit paddock stood the tall 
gaunt figure of the gelding, still wearing the high 
saddle with its prominent prak at the lx)w. The 
horses stood motionless and in deep silence around 
him as if they were learning something new and 
unexpected. And tlicy had learnt something new 
and unexpected. 

This is what they learnt from him . • • 

First Xight 

Yes,^I am the son of AfTable I and of Baba. My 
pedigree name is Muzhfk, and I was nit knamed 
Strider by the crowd because of my long and 
sweeping strides, the: like of which was nowhere to I>c 
found in all Russia. There is no more thorough- 
bred horse in the world. I should never have told 
you this. What good would it have done? You 
would never have recognized me: even Vyaza- 
purikha, who was with me in Khrenovo, did not 
recognize me till now. ^"ou would not have believed 
me if Vyazapiirikha were not here to be my witness, 
md I should never have told you thi.s. I don’t need 
ixjuine sympathy. But you wished it. Yes, I am 
iiat Strider whom connoisseurs are looking for and 
:annot find — that Strider whom the count himself 
tnew and got rid of from his stud because I outran 
^an, his favourite. 

When I was bom I did not know what piebald 
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meant — I thought I was just a horse. I remember 
that the first remark we heard about my colour ^ 
struck my mother and me deeply. 

I suppose I was born irr the night; by the morning, 
having been licked over by my mother, I already 
stood ofl my feet. I remember I kept wanting some- 
thing and that everything seemed very surprising ' 
and yet very simple. Our stalls opened into a long i 
warm passage and had latticed doors through which 
everything could be seen. 

My mother ofTcred me her teats but I was still so 
innocent that I poked my nose* now between her 
forelegs and now under her udder. Suddenly she 
glanced at the latticed door and lifting her leg over 
me stepped aside. The groom on duty was looking 
into our stall tlirough the lattice. 

‘Why, Baba has foaled 1* he said, and began to 
draw the bolt. He came in over the fresh bedding 
and put his arms round me. ‘Just look, Taras!’ 
he shouted, ‘wliat a piebald he is — a regular 
magpie!’ 

I darted away from him and fell on my knees. 

‘Ix)ok at him — the little devil!’ 

My mother became disquieted, but did not take 
my part, she only stepped a little to one side with a 
very deep sigh. Other grooms came to look at me, 
and one of them ran to tell the stud groom. 

Everybody laughed when they looked at my spots, H 
and they gJive me all kinds of strange names, but 
neither I nor my mother understood those words. 


Till then there had been no piebalds among all my 
relatives. W^c did not think there was anything batf 
in it. Everybody even then praised my strengtfl 
and my form. ^ 

‘Sec what a frisky fellowd* said the groonff 
TThcrc’s no holding him.’ 

Before long the stud groom came and began to 
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express astonishment at my colour; he even 
seemed aggrieved. 

‘And vviio docs the little monster take after?’ he 
said. ‘The general won’t. keep him in the stud. 
Oh, Baba, you have played n}c a trick!’ he ad- 
dressed my mother. ‘You might at leas^ have 
dropped one with just a star — but this one is all 
piebald!’ ' 

My mother did not reply, but as usual on such 
^occasions drew a sigh. 

‘And what devil cloes he take after — he’s just like 
a peasant-horse!’ he continu<“d. ‘He can’t be left in 
the stud— he’d shame us. But he’s well built — very 
well!’ said he, and so did eveiyone who saw me. 

A few d;iys later the geiu^ral himself came and 
looked at me, and again ever\one sc c-med horrified 
at something, and abuse<l inti anti my mother for 
the colour of my hair. ‘But he’s a fine colt — very 
fine!’ said all who saw me. 

Until spring we all lived separatt'ly in the brood 
mares’ stable, each with our mother, and only 
occasionally when the snow on the stable rr>o6 
began to melt in the sun were we let out with our 
mothers into the large paddock strewn with fresh 
straw. There I first came to know all my near and 
my distant rcl.ations. Here I saw all the famous 
^narcs of the day coming out from difl'erent doors 
with their little foals. I'hcre was the old marc 
Dutch, Fly (Creamy’s daughter). Ruddy the riding- 
hoi'se, Wellwisher — all celebrities at that time. 
1‘hey all gathered together with their foals, walking 
about in the sunshine, rolling on the fresh straw 
and sniffing at one another like ordinary horses. 
I have never forgotten the sight of that paddock 
full of the beauties of that day. It seems strange to 
you to think, and hard to believe, that I was ever 
young and frisky, but it was so. This same Vyaza- 



ptirikha was then a yearling filly whose mane had 
just l>ccn cut; a dear, merry, lively little thing, 
but — and I do not say it to offend her — although 
among you she is now. considered a remarkable 
thoroughbred she ^was then among the jjoorest 
horses jn the stud. She will herself confirm this. 

My mottled appearance, which men so disliked, 
*‘was very attractive to all the horses; they all came 
round me, admired me, and frisked about with me. 

I bf'gan to forget what men said about my mottled^ 
appearance, and felt happy. But I soon experienced s 
the first sorrow of my life and llie cause of it was my 
mother. When the thaw had set in, the sparrows 
twittered under the caves, spring was felt more 
strongly in the air, and my mother’s treatment of me 
changed. 

Her whole disposition changed: she would frisk 
about without any reason and run round the yard, 
which did not at all accord with her dignified age; 
then she would consider and begin to neigh, and 
would bite and kick her sister mares, and then 
begin to sniff at me and snort discontentedly; then 
on going out into the sun she would lay her head 
across the shoulder of her cousin, Lady Merchant, 
dreamily rub her back, and push me away from 
her teats. 

One day the stud groom came and had a haltei 
put on her and she was led out of the stall. She 
neighed and I answered and rushed after her, bui 
she did not even look back at me. The strapper 
Tards, seized me in his arms while they were 
closing the door after my mother had been led out, 

I bolted and upset the strapper on the straw, h\jl( 
the door was shut and I could only hear the recetitt 
ing sound of my mother’s neighing; and that neigH 
did not sound like a call to me but had another ex- 
pression. Her voice was answered fix>m afar by a 
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powerful voice — that of Dobry I, as I learned later, 

, who was being led by two grooms, one on each side, 
to meet my mother. 

I don’t remember how Tards got out of my stall: 

I felt too sad, for I knew that I Ivad lost my mother’s 
love for ever. ‘And it’s all because I am pW'bald!’ 

I thought, remembering wh<at people said abf>ut my^ 
colour, and such passionate anger overcame me 
that I I>egan to Ixrat my head and knees against the 
7 walls of the stall and continued till I was sweating 
all over and quite exhausted. 

After a while my mother came back to me. I 
heard her run up the passage at a trot and with an 
unusual gait. I'hcy opened the door for her and I 
hardly knew her- - she had grown so much younger 
and more beautiful. She snilfcd at me, snorted, and 
began to whinny. Her whole demeanour showed 
that she no longer loved me. 

She told me of Ddbry’s beauty and her love of 
him. Those meetings continued and the relations 
between my mother and me grew colder and colder. 

Soon after that we were let out to pjisture. I now 
discovered new joys which made up to me for the 
loss of my mother’s love. I had friends and com- 
panions. Together we learnt to cat grass, to neigh 
like the grown-ups, and to gallop round our mothers 

? ^’ith lifted tails. That was a happy time. Kvery- 
hing was forgiven me, ever\'l>ody loved me, 
admired me, and looked indulgently at anything 
1 did. But that did not last long. 

Soon afterwards something dreadful happened 
to me . . . 

The gelding heaved a deep sigh and walked away 
^om the other horses. 

The dawn had broken long before. The gates 
creaked. Nester came in, and the horses separated* 
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The keeper straightened the saddle on the gelding’s 
back and drove the horses out. 


VI 

Second Night 

As soon as the horses had been driven in they again 
gathered round the piebald, who continued: 

In August they separated me from my mother 
and I did not feel particularly grieved. I saw that 
slie was again heavy (with my brother, the famous 
Usiin) and that I could no longer be to her what 
I had been. I was not jealous, but felt that I had 
become indifferent to her. Besides I knew that 
having left my mother I should be put in the general 
division of foals, where w'e were kept two or three 
together and were cver>' day let out in a crowd into 
the operi. I w'as in the same stall with Darling. 
Darling was a saddle-horse, who was subsequently 
ridden by the Emperor and portrayed in pictures 
and sculpture. At that time he was a mere foal, 
with soft glossy coat, a swanlike neck, and straight 
slender legs taut as the strings of an instrument. 
He was always lively, good-tempered and amiable, 
always ready to gambol, exchange licks, and pla^'i 
tricks on horse or man. Living together as we dic^ 
we involuntarily made friends, and our friendship 
lasted the whole of our youth. He was merry and 
giddy. Even then he began to make love, courted 
the fillies, and laughed at my ^ilelcssncss. To mjt 
misfortune vanity led me to imitate him, and I wa^ 
soon carried away and fell in love. And this earl^ 
tendency of mine was the cause of the greater 
change in my fate. It happened that I was carried 
away . . . Vyazapurikha was a year older than I, and 
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wc were sp>ecial friends, but towards the autumn 
J noticed that she began to be shy with me . • . 

But I will not speak of that unfortunate period of 
my first love; she herself remembers my mad 
passion, which ended for me in the most important 
change of my life. * 

The strappers rushed to drive her away and to 
beat me. That evening 1 was shut up in a spec ial 
stall where I neighed all night as if forcrsecing wliat 
}was to happen next. 

In the morning the General, the stud grcx>m, the 
stablemen and the strappers c:mne into the passage 
where my stall was, and there was a terrible hubbub. 
The General shouted at the stud groom, who tried 
to justify himself by saying that he had not told 
them to let me out but that the grewrns had clone it 
of tlieir own accord. The General said that he 
would have everybody flogged, and that it wcjuld 
not do to keep young stallions. The stud groom 
promised that he would have everything attended 
tp. T hey grew quiet and went away. I did not 
understand anything, but could sec that they were 
planning something concerning me. 

The day after that I ceased neighing for ever. 

became what I am now. 'I'he whole world was 
^hanged in my eyes. Nothing mattered any more; 

[ became sclf-absorl>cd and began to bfood. At 
Srst everything seemed repulsive to me. I even 
:eascd to cat, clrink, or walk, and there was no idea 
3 f playing. Now and then it occurred to me to give 
s kick, to gallop, or to start neighing, but immedi- 
ately came the question: Why? What for? and all 
my energy died away. 

* One evening I was being exercised just when the 
horses were driven back from pasture. I saw in the 
distance a cloud of dust enveloping the indistinct 
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but familiar outlines of all our brood mares. I heard 
their cheerful snorting and the trampling of thei^ 
feet. I stopped, though the cord of the halter by 
which the groom was leading me cut the nape of my 
neck, and I gazed at the approaching drove as one 
gazes it a happiness that is lost for ever and cannot 
return. They approached, and I could distinguish 
one after another all the familiar, beautiful, stately, 
healthy, sleek figures. Some of them also turned to 
look at me. I was unconscious of the pain thc^ 
groom’s jerking at my halter inflicted. I forgot 
myself and from old habit involuntarily neighed 
and began to trot, but my neighing sounded sad, 
ridiculous and meaningless. No one in the drove 
made sport of me, but I noticed that out of decorum 
many of them turned away from me. T'hcy 
evidently felt it repugnant, pitiable, indelicate, and 
above all ridiculous, to look at my thin expression- 
less neck, my large head (I had grown lean in the 
meantime), my long, awkward legs, and the silly 
awkward gait with which by force of habit I 
trotted round the groom. No one answered my 
neighing — they all looked away. Suddenly I under- 
stood it all, understood how far I was for ever 
removed from them, and I do not remember how 
I got home with the groom. 

Already before that I had shown a tendency 
towards gravity and thoughtfulness, but now a 
decided change came over me. My l^ing piebald, 
which aroused such curious contempt in men, my 
terrible and unexpected misfortune, and also my 
peculiar position in the stud farm which I felt buj 
was unable to explain, made me retire into myself. 
I pondered over the injustice of men, who blame^ 
me for being piebald; I pondered on the incon- 
stancy of mother-love and feminine love in general 
and on its dependence on physical conditions; and 
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above all I pondered on the characteristics of that 
%trange race of animals with whom wc arc so closely 
connected, and whom wc call men — tliosc charac- 
teristics which were tlic source of my own peculiar 
position in the stud farm, which! felt but coy Id not 
understand. 

' !'he meaning of this peculiarity in p>eopIc and the 
characteristic on w^hich it is based was shown me by 
dkthe following occurrence. 

/ It was in winter at holid.ay time. I had not been 
fed or watered aU day. As I learnt later this 
happened because the lad who fed us was drunk. 
That day the stud groom came in» siiw that I had 
no food, began to use bad language about the 
missing lad, and then went away. 

Next day the lad came into our stable with 
another groom to give us hay. I noticed that he 
was particularly pale and sad and that in the expres- 
sion of his long back especially there w'as something 
' signiAcant which evoked compassion. 

He threw the hay angrily over the grating. I 
made a move to put my head over his shoulder, but 
he struck me such a painful blow on the nose w'ith 
his fist that I started back. Then he kicked me in 


the belly with his boot. 

Tf it hadn’t been for this scurvy beast,’ he said, 
[nothing would have happened !’ 

‘How’s that?’ inquired the other groom. 

‘You see, he doesn’t go to look after the count’s 
horses, but visits his own twice a day.* 

‘What, have they giv-cn him the piebald?* asked 
Jhc other. 

‘Given it, or sold it — the devil only knows! The 
kgount’s horses might all starve — he wouldn’t care — 
out just dare to leave his colt without food ! “Lie 
down !” he says, and they begin walloping me ! No 
Christianity in it. He has more pity on a beast than 
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on a man. He must be an infidel — he counted the 
strokes himself, the barbarian! The general nevef 
flogged like that! My whole back is covered with 
wales. There’s no Christian soul in him!’ 

Whi^t they said about flogging and Christianity 
I understood well enough, but I was quite in the 
dark as to what they meant by the words ‘Aw colt’, ' 
from which I perceived that people considered that 
there was some connexion between me and thq^ 
head groom. What that connexion was I could not\ 
at all undei-stand th<*n. Only much later when they 
separated me from the other horses did I learn what 
it meant. At that time I could not at all under- 
stand what they meant by speaking of as being a 
man’s property, 'fhe words ‘r/p/ hoi-sc’ applied to 
me, a live horse, seemed to me as stnange as to say 
‘my land’, ‘my air’, or ‘my water’. 

Hut those words had an enormous effect on me. 

I thought of them constantly and only after long 
and varied relations with men did I at last under- 
stand the meaning they attach to these strange 
words, which indicate that men arc guided in life not 
by deeds but by words. 'I’hey like not so much to do 
or abstain from doing anything, as to be able to 
apply conventional words to difl'crent objects. Such 
words, considered very important among them, arc 
rny and mirUy which they apply to various things^ 
creatures, or objects: even to land, people, and 
horses. They hav'e agreed that of any given thing 
only one pci*son may use the word mincy and he who 
in this game of theirs may use that conventional 
word about the greatest number of things is coni 
sidered the happiest. Why this is so I do not know, 
but it is so. For a long time I tried to explain it b)| 
some direct advantage they derive from it, but this 
proved wrong. 

For instance many of those who called me their 
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horse did not ride me, quite other people rode me; 
‘‘nor did they feed me — quite other people did that. 
Again it was not those who called me their horse 
who treated me kindly, but coachmen, vcterinaries, • 
and in general quite other peopfe. Later on, ^having 
widened my field of obscr\^ation, I became con* 
vinced that not only as applied to us horses, but in* 
regard to other things, the idea of mine has no other 
^basis than a low, mercenary instinct in men, which 
they call the feeling or right of property. A m«an 
who never lives in y says ‘my house*, but only con- 
cerns himself with its building and maintenance; 
and a tradesman talks of ‘my clotli business’, but has 
none of his clothes made of the best cloth that is in 
his shop. 

There are people who call land theirs, though 
they have never seen that lantl and never walked on 
it. There arc people who c^ll other people theirs, 
but have never seen those others, and the whole 
relationship of the owners to the owned is that they 
do them harm. 

There are men who call women their women or 
their wives; yet these wom<*n live with other men. 
And men strive in life not to do what they think 
right, but to call as many things as possible their own, 

1 am now convinced that in this lies the essential 
ftlifTercncc between men and us. Therefore, not to 
speak of other things in which we arc superior to 
men, on this ground alone we may boldly say that 
in the scale of living creatures we stand higher than 
man. The activity of men, at any rate of those I 
mave had to do with, is guided by words, while oum 
IS guided by deeds. 

^ It was this right to speak of me as my horse that 
the stud groom had obtained, and that was why he 
had the stable lad flogged. This discovery much 
astonished me and, together with the thoughts and 



4i6 STRIDER: THE STORY OF A HORSE 
opinions aroused in men by my piebald colour, and 
the thoughtfulness produced in me by my mother’s^ 
betrayal, caused me to become the serious and 
• thoughtful gelding that I am. 

I was thrice unfortunate: I was piebald, I was a 
gelding, and people considered that I did not belong 
to God and to myself, as is natural to all living 
creatures, but that I belonged to the stud groom. 

Their thinking this about me had many con- 
sequences. The fiist was that I was kept apart from^ 
the t)lhcr horses, was better fed, oftener taken out 
on the line, and was broken in at an earlier age. 

I was fii-st harnessed in my third year. I remcniber 
how the stud groom, who imagined I Wiis his, him- 
self began to liarness me wiili a crowd of other 
grooms, expecting me to prove unruly or to resist. 
They put ropes round me to lead me into the shafts; 
put a cross of broad straps on my back and fastened 
it to the shafts so that I could not kick, while I was 
only awaiting an opportunity to show my readiness 
and love of work. 

They were surprised that I started like an old 
horse. They began to brake me and I began to 
practise trotting. Every day I made greater and 
greater progress, so that after three months the 
general himself and many others approved of my 
pace. But strange to say, just because they conJ| 
sidcred me not as their own, but as belonging to 
the head groom, they regarded my paces quite 
diiTercntly. 

The stallions who w^ere my brothers were raced, 
their records were kept, people went to look atj 
them, drove them in gilt sulkies, and expensive 
horsc-clotlis were thrown over them. I was drivcq, 
in a conunon sulky to Chesmenka and other farms 
on the head groom’s business. All this was the result 
of my being piebald, and especially of my being in 
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their opinion not the count’s, but the head groom’s 
property. 

To-morrow, if we arc alive, I will tell you the 
chief consequence for me of this right of property 
the head groom considered hiniSelf to have. 

All that day the horses treated Strider respect- 
fully, but Ncster’s treatment of him was as roiigli ;is 
ever. The peasant’s little roan horse neighed again 
coming up to the herd, and the chestnut lilly 
again coquettishly t^eplied to him. 

VII 

Third \ight 

The new moon had risen and its narrow crescent 
lit up Strider’s figure as he once again stood in the 
middle of the stable yard. 'I’he other horses crowded 
round him. 

Ihe gelding continued: 

For me the most surj^rising consequence of my 
not being the count’s, nor Ciod’s, but the head 
gloom’s, was that the very thing that constitutes 
our chief merit — a fast pace — was the cause of rny 
banishment. They were driving Swan round the 
prack, and the head groom, returning from Ches- 
menka, drove me up and stopped there. Swan went 
past. He w'ent well, but all the same he was showing 
off and had not the exactitude 1 had developed in 
myself — so that directly one foot touched the ground 
^another instantaneously lifted and not the slightest 
felfort was lost but every atom of exertion carried me 
forward. Swan went by us. I pulled towards the 
ring and the head groom did not check me. ‘Here, 
shall I try my piebald?’ he shouted, and when next 
Swan came abreast of us he let me go. Swan was 
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already going fast, and so I was left behind during 
the first round, but in the second I began to gain orf 
him, drew near to his sulky, drew level — and passed 
him. They tried us again — it was the same thing. 

I was the faster. *And this dismayed everybody. 
The general asked that I shoulil be sold at once to 
some distant place, so that nothing more should be 
heard of me: ‘Or else the count will get to know of 
it and there will be trouble!’ So they sold me to a 
horee-dealcr as a shaft-horse. I did not remain witli 
him long. An hussar who caipe to buy remounts 
bought me. All this was so unfair, so cruel, that I 
was glad wh«;n tlu'y took me away from K.hrihiovo 
and parted me ll)r ever from all th.it had been 
familiar and dear to me. It was too painful for me 
among them. 'I’hev had love, honour, freedom, 
before them; I had labour, hiimilLation; humiliation, 
laltour, to the end of my life. And why? Because 
I was pi<‘bald, aiul because of that had to become 
somebody’s horse. . . . 

Strider could not continue that evening. An 
event occurred in the enclosure that upset all the 
horses. Kupchlkha, a mtirc big with foal, who had 
stood listening to the story, suddenly turned away 
and walked slowly into the shed, and there began to 
groan so that it drew the attention of all the hoi-se^ 
Then she lay down, then got up again, and again 
lay down. The old mares understood what was 
happening to her, but the young ones became ex- 
cited and, leaving tlie gelding, surrounded the 
invalid. Towards morning there was a new foal 
standing unsteadily on its little legs. Nester shouted 
to the g^room, and tlie mare and foal were takeq, 
into a stall and the other horses driven to the 
pasture without them. 
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VIII 

Fourth *^yig/U 

In the evening when the gate whs closed and ah had 
quieted down, the piebald continued: 

I have had opf>ortunity to make many observ'a- 
tions both of men and horses during the lime I 
passed from hand to hand. 

I stayed longest pf all with two masters: a prince 
(an oflicer of hussars), and later with an old lady 
who lived near the church of St. Nicholas the 
Wonder Worker. 

The happiest years of my life I spent with the 
officer of hussars. 

Though he was the cause of my ruin, and though 
he never loved anything or anyone, I loved and 
still love him for that very reason. 

What I liked about him was that he wms hand- 
some, happy, rich, and therefore never loved any- 
body. 

You understand that lofty equine feeling of ours. 
His coldness and my dependence on him gave 
special strength to my love for him. ‘Kill me, drive 
me till my wind is broken!’ I used to tliink in our 
good days, ‘and I shall be all the happier.’ 

He bought me from an agent to whom the head 
groom had sold me for eight hundred rubles, and he 
did so just because no one else had piebald horses. 
That was my l>cst time. He had a mistress. I knew 
this because I took him to her every day and some- 
times took them both out. 

His mistress was a handsome woman, and he \sras 
handsome, and his coachman was handsome, and 
I loved them all because they were. Life was worth 
living then. This was how our time was 8p>ent: in 
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the morning the groom came to rub me down — not 
the coachman himself but the groom. The groom ‘ 
was a lad from among the peasants. He would open 
the door, let out the steam from the horses, throw 
out the droppings, take off our rugs, and begin to 
fidget over our bodies with a brush, and lay whitish 
'Streaks of eland ruff from a curry-comb on the boards 
of the fUx>r that was dented by our rough horse- 
shoes. I would playfully nip his sleeve and paw the 
ground. T’hen we were led out one after another C 
to the trough filled with cold v^ater, and the lad 
would admire the smoothness of my spotted coat 
which he had polished, my foot with its broad hoof, 
my legs straight as an arrow, my glossy quarters, 
and iiiy back wide enough to sleep on. Hay was 
piled onto the liigh racks, and the oak cribs were 
tilled with oats. Ihen Fcofan, the head coachman, 
would come in. 

Master and coachman resembled one another. 
Neither of them was afraid of anything or cared for 
anyone but himself, and for that reason cvciybody 
liked them. Feofan w'ore a red shirt, black velveteen 
knickerbockers, and a sleeveless coat. 1 liked it on 
a holiday when he would come into the stable, his 
hair pomaded, and wearing his sleeveless coat, and 
would shout: 

‘Now then, l>eastie, have you forgotten?* and^ 
push me w'ith the handle of the stable fork, never so 
as to hurt me but just as a joke. I immedLately 
knew that it w'as a joke, and laid back an ear, 
making my teeth click. 

We had a black stallion, w'ho drove in a pair. Atj 
night they used to put me in harness with him. 
That Polkan, as he was called, did not understand^ 
a joke but was simply vicious as the devil. I was in 
the stall next to his and sometimes we bit one 
another seriously. Feofan was not afraid of him. 
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He would come up and give a shout: it looked as if 
Polkan would kill him, but no, hc*d miss, and 
Feofan would put the harness on him. 

Once he and I bolted down Smiths Brid>^e Street. • 
Neither my master nor the coachman was frij^^htened; 
they laughed, shouted at the people, checked us, 
and turned so that no one was run over. • 

In their service I lost my best (jualities and half 
my life. They ruined me by watering me w^rongly, 
and they foundered me. . . . Still for all that it w^as 
the best time of q;iy life. At tw<‘lve o’clock they 
would come to harness me, black my hoofs, moisten 
my forelock and mane, and put me in the shafts. 

The sledge w'as of plaited cane upholstered with 
velvet; the reins w'ere of silk, the harness h;id silver 
buckles, sometimes there was a cover of silken fly- 
net, and altogether it was such tliat when all the 
traces and straps were fastened it wiis diflicult to 
say where the harness ended and the horse began. 
VVe were harnessed at ease in the stable. Feofan 
would come, broader at his hips than at the shoulders, 
his red lx:lt up under his arms: he would examine 
the harness, take his seat, wrap his coat round him, 
put his foot into the sledge stirrup, let off some joke, 
and for appearance sake always hang a whip over 
his arm though he hardly ever hit me, and would 
say, ‘Let go!’, and playfully stepping from foot to 
foot I would move out of the gate, and the cook who 
had come out to empty the slops w'ould stop on 
the threshold and the peasant who had brought 
wood into the yard w'ould op>en his eyes wide. 
We would come out, go a little way, and stop. Foot- 
men w'ould come out and other coachmen, and a 
chatter would begin. Everybody would wait: some- 
times we had to stand for three hours at the entrance, 
moving a little way, turning back, and standing again. 

At l^t there would be a stir in the hall: old 
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Tikhon with his paunch would rush out in his dress 
coat and cry, ‘Drive up!’ (In those days there was 
not that stupid way of saying, ‘Forward!’ as if one 
• did not know tliat wc moved forward and not back.) 
Feofan jvould cluck* drive up, and the prince would 
hurry out carelessly, as though there were nothing 
Ternai kahle about the sledge, or the horse, or Feofan — 
who bent his back and stretched out his arms so that 
it seemed it would impossible for him keep 
them long in that position. The prince would have 
a shako on his head and wear a Uir coat with a gicy 
beaver collar hiding his rosy, black-browed, hand- 
some face, that should never hav'c been concealed. 
He would come out clattering his sabre, his spurs, 
an<l the brass backs of the heels of his ov'crsli* n's, 
stepping over the carpet as if in a hurry and taking 
no notice of me or Feofan whom e\7'rylx>dy but he 
looked at and admired. Fcofin would cluck, I 
would tug at the reins, and respectably, at a foot 
pace, we would dtaw up to the entrance and stop. 
I would turn mv eyes on the prince and jerk iny 
thoroughbn'd head with its delicate forelock. . . . 
T he prince would be in good spirits and would 
sometimes jest with Feofan. Feofan would reply, 
half turning his handsome head, and without lower- 
ing his arms would make a scarcely perceptible 
movement with the reins which I understand: and 
then one, two, three . . . wdth ever wider and wider 
strides, every muscle quivering, and sending the 
muddy snow against the front of the sledge, I would 
go. In those dav-s, too, there w as none of the present- 
day stupid habit of cry^ing, ‘Oh !’ as if the coachman 
were in pain, instead of the sensible, ‘Be off! Take 
care !’ Feofan would shout ‘Be off! Look out there !’ 
and the people would step aside and stand craning 
their necks to see the handsome gelding, the hand- 
some coachman, and the handsome gentleman . . . 
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I was particularly fond of passing a trotter. When 
Fcofan and I saw at a distance a turn-out worthy of 
the effort, we would fly like a whirlwind and giadu- 
ally gain on it. Now, throtving the dirt right to the 
back of the sledge, I would draW level with the occu- 
pant of the vehicle and snort alcove his head; then 
I wovild reach the horse's harness and the arch of 
his troyka, and then would no long<*r see it but only 
hear its sounds in the distance behind. And the 
prince, fVofan, and I, would all be silent, and pre- 
tend to l>c merely j^oing on our own business and 
not even to notice those with slow hoi'ses whom wc 
hap[)ened to meet on our way. I liked to pass 
anoiln*r horse, but also liki‘d to nH*c‘t a good trotter. 
An instant, a sound, a glance, and wc‘ had passed 
each other and were fl>uig in opposite din^ctions. 

The gate creaked and the voices of Ncster and 
Vaska ueie heard. 


Fifth 

The weather l>egan to bre-ak up. It had been dull 
since morning and there was no dew, but it was 
warm and the mosquitoes were troul>lesoinc. As 
soon as the horses w'crc driven in they collected 
round tlie piebald, and he finishc'd his story as 
follows; 

The happy f>criod of my life was soon over. I 
liv’ed in that w^ay only two years. T owards the end 
of the second winter the happiest event of my life 
occurred, and following it came my greatest mis- 
fortune. It was during carnival week. I took the 
prince to the races. Glossy and Bull were running. 
I don’t know what people were doing in the pavilion^ 
but I know the prince came out and ordered Feofan 
to drive onto the track. I remember how they took 
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me in and placed me beside Glossy, He was har- 
nessed to a racing sulky and I, just as I was, to a 
town sledge. I outstripped him at the turn. Roars 
, of laughter and howls of delight greeted me. 

When I was led iif, a crowd followed me and five 
or six people offered the prince thousands for me. 
He only laughed, showing his while teeth. 

‘No/ he said, ‘this isn’t a horse, but a friend. I 
wouldn’t sell him for mountains of gold. Au revoir^ 
gentlemen !’ 

He unfastened the sledge aprqp and got in. 

‘"I'o Ostozhenka Street!* 

I'hat was where his mistress lived, and off we 
flew . . , 

That was our last happy day. We reached her 
home. I Ic spoke of her as his^ but she loved someone 
else and had run away with him. I'he prince learnt 
this at her lodgings. It was five o’clock, and with- 
out unharnessing me he started in pursuit of her. 
I'hey did what had never been done to me before, 
struck me with the whip and made me gallop. For 
the first time I fell out of step and felt ashamed and 
wished to correct it, but suddenly I heard the prince 
shout in an unnatural voice: ‘Get on!’ The whip 
whistled through the air and cut me, and I galloped, 
striking my foot against the iron front of the sledge. 
We overtook her after going sixteen miles. I got 
him there, but trembled all night long and could 
not eat anything. In the moniing they gave me 
water. I drank it and after that was never again 
the horse that I had been. I was ill, and they tor- 
mented me and maimed me — doctoring me, as 
p)eoplc call it. My hoofs came off, I had sw**ellings 
and my legs grew bent; my chest sank in and I 
became altogether limp and weak. I was sold to a 
horse-dealer who fed me on carrots and something 
else and made something of me quite unlike myself. 
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though good enough to deceive one who did not 
know. My strength and my pace were gone. 

When purchasers came the dealer also tormented 
me by coining into my stall and beating me with a- 
heavy whip to frighten and madden me. 'riien he 
would rub down the stripes on my coat and lead 
me out. 

An old woman bought me of him. She always 
drove to the Cliurch of St. Nicholas the Wfinder 
Worker, and she used to have her coachman flogged. 
He usecl to weep in my stall and I learnt that tears 
have a pleas;inl, s;iliy taste. 'I hen the old woman 
died. Her steward took me to the country and sold 
rne to a hawker. *^1 hen I overate myself with wheat 
and grew still worse. 'Fhey sold me to a jjeasant. 
I'here I ploughed, had hardly anything to eat, my 
foot got cut hy a ploughshare and I again became 
ill. 'rhen a gipsy took rne in exchange for some- 
thing. He tormented me terribly and finally sold 
me to the steward here. And here I am. 

All were silent. A sprinkling of rain began to fall. 


IX 

T/ie Evening After 

As the herd returned home the folU)wing evening 
they encountered their master with a visitor. Zhul- 
dyba when nearing the hou.se looked askaric c at the 
two male figures: one was the young master in his 
straw hat, the other a tall, stout, bl<Aited military 
man. The old mare gave the man a side-glance and, 
swerving, went near him; the others, the young 
ones, were flustered and hesitated, especially when 
the master and his visitor purposely stepped among 
them, pointing something out to one another and 
talking. 
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‘TTiat one, the dapple grey, I bought of Voekov,’ 
said the master, 

‘And where did you get that young black mare 
with the white legs? She’s a tine one!’ said the 
visitor. They looked* over many of the horses, going 
forward and stopping them. They noticed the 
chestnut filly too. 

‘That is one I kept of Khrenov’s saddle-horse 
breed/ said the master. 

They could not see all the horses as they walked 
past, and the master called to >icster, and the old 
man, tapping the sides of the piebald with his heels, 
trotted forw^ard. The piebald limped on one leg 
but moved in a way that showed that as long as 
his strength lasted he would not murmur on any 
account, even if they wanted him to run in that 
way to the end of the world. He w^as even ready 
to gallop, and tried to do so with his right leg. 

‘ I’herc, I can say for certain that there is no 
bctl<‘r horse in Russia than this one,’ s;iid the master, 
pointing to one of the mares. The visitor admiit'd 
it. The master walke d about excitedly, ran forw'ard, 
and showed his visitor all the horses, mentioning 
tlie origin and pedigree of each. 

The visitor evidently found the master’s talk 
dull, but devised some questions to show interest. 

‘Yes, yes,’ he said absent-mindedly, 

‘Just look,’ said the master, not answering a 
question. ‘Look at her legs . . . She cost me a lot 
but has a third foal already in harness.* 

‘And trots w'cll?’ asked the guest. 

So they went past all the horses till there were no 
more to show. Then they were silent. 

‘Well, shall we go now?’ 

‘Ye^, let’s go.’ 

They went through the gate. The visitor was glad 
the exhibition was over and that he could now go 
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to the house where they could eat and drink and 
smoke, and he grew perceptibly brighter. As he 
went past Nester, who s^t on the piebald waiting 
for orflc‘rs, the visitor slapped the piebald's crupper* 
with his big fat hand. 

AVhat an ornamented one!* he said. ‘I once had 
a ])iebald like him; do you reineinber my telling you 
of him?’ 

I'hc master, finding that it was not his horse that 
was Inring spoken about, paid no attenti<^n but kept 
looking round at bis own herd. 

Sutld<*nly alx^ve his car he heard a dull, weak, 
senile n<‘igh. It was the piebald that had begun to 
neigh and had broken oil as if'ash.im«*d. 

Neither the visitor nor the master j>aid any atten- 
tion to this neighing, but wcait into the house. 

In the fkibby old man Strider had recognized his 
beloved master, the once brilliant, handsome, and 
wealthy Serpukhovskdy. 


X 

It kept on drizzling. In the stalde yard it was 
gloomy, but in the master’s house it was very dif- 
ferent. The table was laid in a luxurious drawing- 
room for a luxurious evening tra, and at it sal the 
host, the hostess, and th<dr guest. 

The hostess, her pregnancy made very noticeable 
by her figure, her strained convex pose, her plump- 
ness, and especially by her large eyes with their 
mild inward look, sat by the samovar. 

The host held in his hand a box of special, ten- 
ycar-old cigars, such as he said no one else had, and 
he was preparing to boast about them to his guest* 
The host was a handsome man of about twenty-five, 
fresh-looking, well cared for, and well groomed. 
In the house he was wearing a new loose thick suit 
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made in London. Large expensive pendants hung 
from his watch-chain. His gold-mounted turquoise 
shirt studs were also large and massive. He had 
’a beard a la Napojeon HI, and the tips of his 
moustache stuck out in a way that could only have 
been learned in Paris, 

* 'I’lie hostess wore a dress of silk gauze with a large 
floral pattern of many colours, and large goltl hair- 

C ins of a peculiar pattern held up her thick, light- 
rown hair — beautiful though not all her own. On 
her arms and hands she wore many bracelets and 
rings, all of them e.\pensivc. 

I’he tea-service was of delicate china and the 
samovar of silver. A footman, resplendent in dn-ss- 
coat, W'hitc waistcoat and necktie, stood like a 
statue by the door awaiting orders. The furniture 
was elegantly car\’ed, and upholstered in bright 
colours, the wall-paper dark with a large flowered 
pattern. Ik'siile the taljle, tinkling the silver bells on 
its collar, was a particularly line whippet, whose 
dillicult Lnglish name its owners, who neither of 
them knew Lnglish, pronounced badly. 

In the corner, surrounded by plants, stood an 
inlaid piano. Everything gave an impression of 
newness, luxury, and rarity. Everything was good, 
but it all bore an imprint of superfluity, wealth, and 
the absence of intellectual interests. 

The host, a lover of trotting races, was sturdy and 
full-blooded — one of that never-dying race which 
drives about in sable coats, throws expensive 
boutjuets to actresses, drinks the most expensive 
wines with tlie most fashionable labels at the most 
expensive restaurants, offers prizes engraved with 
the donor’s name, and keeps the most expensive 
mistresses. 

Nikita Serpukhov’skoy, their guest, was a man of 
over forty, tall, stout, bald-headed, with heavy 
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moustaches and whiskers. He must once have l>een 
very handsome, but had now evidently sunk physi- 
cally, morally, and financially. 

He had such debts that he had been obliged to 
enter the government service to avoid imprison- 
ment for debt, and was now on his way to a 
provincial town to become the head of a stuc* 
farm, a post some important relatives hatl ol>tained 
for him. 

He wore a military coat and blue trousers of a 
kind only a rich man would have* had made for 
himself. His shirt was of similar quality and so was 
his English waK'h. His l>oots had wonderful si>lcs 
as thick as a man's finger. 

Nikita Serpukhovskeiy had duiing his life run 
through a fortune of two million rubles, and was 
now a hundred and twenty thousand in del)t. In 
cases of that kind there calways remains a certain 
momentum of life enabling a man to obtain credit 
and continue living almost luxuriously for another 
ten years. 

These ten years were however coming to an end, 
the momentum was exhausted, and life was growing 
hard for Nikita. He was already beginning to drink, 
that is, to get fuddled with wine, a thing that used 
not to happen, though strictly speaking he had 
never begun or left off drinking. His decline was 
most noticeable in the restlessness of his glance (his 
eyes had grown shifty) and in the uncertainty of 
his voice and movements. 'Fhis restlessness struck 
one the more as it had evidently got hold of him 
only recently, for one could see that he had all 
his life been accustomed not to Ijc afraid of any- 
thing or anybody, and had only recently, through 
heavy suffering, reached thb state of fear so un- 
natural to him. 

His host and hostess noticed this, and exchanged 
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glances which showed that they understood onc^ 
another and were only postponing till bedtime a 
detailed discussion of the subject, putting up inean- 
• while with poor Nikita and even showing him 
attentkyis. 

The sight of his young host’s good fortune humi- 
liated Serpukhovskoy, awakening a painful envy in 
him as he recalled his own irrecoverable past. 

‘Do you mind rny smoking a cigar, Marie?’ lie ^ 
asked, addressing the lady in that peculiar tone 
acquired only by experience — the t(me, polite and 
friendly but not quite respectful, in which men who 
know the world speak to kept women in contra- 
distinction to wives. Not that he wished to offend 
her: on the contrary he now wished rather to curry 
favour with her and with her ketrper, though he 
would on no account have acknowledged the fact 
to himself. But he was accustomed to sp)cak in that 
way to such women. He knew she would herself be 
surprised and even olfendcd were he to treat her as 
a lady. Besides he had to retain a certain shade 
of a respectful tone for his friend’s real wife. He 
always Heated his friends’ mistresses with respect, 
not because he shared Ute so-called convictions 
promulgated in periodicals (he never read trash of 
that kind) about the respect due to the personality^ 
of every man, alx^ut the meaninglessness of marriage, ' 
and so forth, but because all decent men do so and 
he was a decent, though fallen, man. 

He took a cigar. But his host awkwardly picked 
up a whole handful and ottered them to him. 

‘Just see how good tlicsc are. Take tliem!’ 

Serpukhovskoy pushed aside the hand with the 
cigars, and a gleam of offence and shame showed 
itself in his eyes. 

‘Thank you!^ he took out his cigar-case. ‘Try 
miner 
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The hostess was sensitive. She noticed his em- 
^barrassment and hastened to talk to him. 

‘I am very fond of cigars. I should smoke m>Ticlf 
if everyone about me did not smoke.* 

And she smiled her pretty* kindly sm^e. He 
smiled in return, but irresolutely. Two of his teeth 
were missing. • 

‘No, take this!* the tactless host continued. ‘The 
others are weaker. Fritz, bringen Sie noch einen 
hasten^' he said, '"dort ^reei.*‘ 

7'he German footman brought another lx>x. 

‘Do you prefer big ones? Strong ones? 'I hcse 
arc very good. Take them all!* he continued, 
forcing them on his guest. 

He was evidently glad to have someone to lx)ast 
to of the rare things he possc-ssed, and he noticed 
nothing amiss. Serpukhovskdy lit his cigar and 
liasiencd to resume the conversation they had 
begun. 

‘So, how much did you pay for Atlasny?’ he 
asked. 

‘He cost me a great deal, not less than five thou- 
sand, but at any rate I am already siife on him. 
What colts he gets, I tell you !’ 

‘Do they trot?* a*^kcd Serpukhovskdy. 

^ ‘I'hey trot w'cll! His colt look three prizes this 
^year: in Tula, in Moscow, and in Petersburg; he 
raced \\)ekov’s Raven. That rascal, the driver, let 
him make four false steps or hc*d have left the other 
behind the flag.* 

‘He ’s a bit green. Too much Dutch blood in him, 
that’s what I say,* remarked Serpukhovskdy, 

‘Well, but what about the marcs? I’ll show 
, Goody to you to-morrow. I gave three thousand for 
her. For Amiable I gave two thousand.’ 

And the host again began to enumerate his 

* *Briiig another box. There are two there.* 
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possessions. The hostess saw that this hurt Serpu 
khovsk6y and that he was only pretending to listen 
‘Will you have some more tea?’ she asked. 

‘I won’t,* replied^ the host and went on talking 
She ro^, the host stopped her, embraced her, anc 
kissed her. 

* As he looked at them Serpukhovsk^y for theii 
sakes tried to force a smile, but alter the host haci 
got up, embraced her, and led her to the portiere. 
Serpukhovskiiy’s face suddenly changed. He sighed 
heavily, and a look of despair showed itself on hii 
flabby face. Even malevolence appeared on it. 

The host returned and smilingly sat dowm opposite 
him. They were silent awhile. 


‘Yes, you were saying you bought him of Vockov, 
remarked Sei pukhov.skciy with assumed carel<\s.sness 
*Oh yes, that was of Atlasny, you know. I alway 
meant to buy some mares of l)ul>ovitzki, but he hac 
nothing but rubbish left.’ 

‘He has failed . . said Serpukhovskuy, am 
suddenly stoppi'd and glanced round. He remein 
bered that he owed that bankmpt twenty thotisam 
rubles, and if it came to talking of being Ixmkriij 
it was certainly s<tid that he was one. He huighe 
Both again sat silent fur a long time. I'lie hr. 
considered what he could brag about to his gue* 
Serpukhovskoy was thinking what he could say t 
show that he did not consider himself Ijankrup 
But the minds of both worked with diihcully, i 
spite of cffoils to brace themselves up with cigar 
‘When are we going to have a drink?’ thougl 
Serpukhovskoy. ‘I must certainly have a drink ct 
I shall die of ennui with this fellow,’ thought th 
host. 
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‘Will you be remaining here long?* Scrpukhov- 
iik6y asked. 

‘Another month. Well, shall we have supper, eh? 
Fritz, is it ready?* 

They went into the dining-room. There under a 
hanging lamp stood a table on which were candles 
and all sorts of extraordinary things: syphons, and 
little dolls fastened to corks, rare wine in decanters, 
unusual hors-d’oeuvres and vodka. They had a 
drink, ate a little, drank again, ate again, and their 
conversation got into sw'ing. Serpukhovskby was 
flushed and began to speak without timidity. 

They sp<)ke of women and of who kept this one or 
that, a gipsy, a ballet-girl, or a Frenchwoman. 

‘And have you given up Mathicu?* asked the 
host. (That was the woman who had ruined 
Serpukhovskoy.) 

, ‘No, she left me. Ah, my dear fellow, when I 
recall what I have got through in rny life! Now I 
'am really glad when I have a thousand rubles, and 
^m glad to get away from cvcrydxxly. I can*t stand 
it in Moscow. But what*s the go<xl of talking!* 

^ The host found it tiresome to listen to Serpukhov- 
*sk6y. He wanted to speak about himself — to brag. 
But Serpukhovskoy also wished to talk about him- 
self, about his brilliant past. His host filled his glass 
por him and wailed for him to stop, so that he might 
'"ell him alxiut himself and how his stud was now 
Arranged as no one had ever had a stud arranged 
before. And that his Marie loved him with her 
icart and not merely for his wealth. 

‘I wanted to tell you that in my stud , . / he 
3egan, but Serpukhovskoy interrupted him. 

‘I may say that there was a time,* Serpukhovskdy 
oegan, ‘when I liked to live well and knew how to 
do it. Now you talk about trotting — tell me which 
^Is your fastest horse.* 
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The host, glad of an opportunity to tell mr 
about his stud, was beginning, when Serpukhovsi^ 
again interrupted him. / 

‘Yes, yes,* he said, ‘but you breeders do it just ^ 
ofvanitv and not for pleasure, not for the joy ofll 
It was different with me. You know I told you I 
a driving-horse, a piebald with just the same kii 
of spots as the one your keeper was riding. Oh, wh 
a horse that was! You can’t possibly know: it w 
in 1842, when I had just come to Moscow; I we ' 
to a horse-dealer and there I saw g. well-bred piebai 
gelding. I liked him. 'Fhe price? One thousai^* 
rubles. I liked him, so I took him and began 
drive with him. I nev'er h^id, and you have not ar 
never will have, such a horse'. I never knew one lih 
him for speed and for strength. You were a boy th 
and couldn’t have known, but you may have heal, 
of him. All Moscow' was talking about him.* 

‘Yes, I heard of him,* the host unwillingly repUef 
‘But w'h.it 1 wished to say about mine . . .* 

V\h. then you did hear! I bought him just as I 
was, without liis pedigree and w ithout a ccrtificat 
it w'as only afterwaids that I got to know^ \’oekc^ 
and found out. He! was a colt by Affable I. Stiidi 
— because of his long strides. On account of hi 
piebald spots he was removed from the KhrenO 
stud and giv'en to the head keeper, who had hin^ 
castrated and sold him to a horse-dealer, 'rhei 
are no such hoi-st's now, my dear chap. Ah, tho5 
were days! Ah, vanished youth!’ — and he sang th 
w ords of the gipsy song. He w as getting tipsy. — ‘Ah 
those w'cre good times. I w'as tweniy-fiv'c and hai 
eighty thousand rubles a year, not a single grey bar 
and all my teeth like pearls. . . . Whatever I touche^ 
succeeded, and now it is all ended . . ,* 

‘But there was not the same mettlesomenes: 
then,* said the host, availing himself of the pause 
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t me tell you that my fii'sl horses bcgfan to trot 
hout . . / 

V'our hoises! But they used to be more mettlc- 
How — more mettlesome?* 

‘Yes, more mettlesome! I n*member as it' it were 
day how I drove him onc e* t<> the trt>tiint^ races ii. 
oscow. Nf) hf>rse mine was niiinint^. I diil not 
re for tn>!t('rs, mine were thoroughbreds: ( ieneral 
'aulf't, Mahomet. I di<)ve up with rny piebalci. 
y driver was a fi^K' fellow, I was fond oi hiiiu but 
also took to drink. . . . VV<*I1, so 1 t^«>t there. 

^ ‘‘Scrpukhovskt'>y,’* I was asked, “‘When are vou 
»ng to keep lioUers? ’ “ I he devil take your 

blx rs!” I n plied. “I have a pir bald hack that 
n outpace all your trottcasP’ “Oh no, he won’t!** 
*11 bet a thousand rubl<*s!** Aiu*eed, and they 
. rted. He came in five .seconds ahcMd and I won 
e thousand rubles. But what ot'it ? 1 ciid a hundred 
rsts* in three hours with a troyka of thorough- 
'xls. All Moscow know.s it.’ 

And Scrpukhovskc>y began to brag so glibly and 
itinuously that his host could not gf:i a single 
M'd in and sat opposite him with a deje< ted 
untenance, filling uj> his fiwn and his guest’s 
tss ev'cry now and then by way r»f distiac lion. 

I'he dawn was breaking and still they sat there, 
became intolerably dull for the host. He got up. 
^^If we are to go to bed, let’s go!’ .said Serpukhov- 
6y rising, and reeling and puffing h<‘ went to the 
om prepared for him. 

Vhe host was lying beside his mistress. 

No, he is unendurable,’ he said. ‘He gets drunk 
d swaggers incessantly.* 

And makes up to me.* 

• A little over sixty*&>x miles- 
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T’m afraid he’ll be asking for money,’ 

Serpukhovskdy was lying on the bed in 
clothes, breathing heavily. 

*I must have been lyin*g a lot,’ he thought. ‘Wch 
no matter! The wiAc was good, but he is an awfu 
swine. There’s something cheap about him. Am 
i’m an awful swine,’ he said to himself and laughcc" 
aloud. ‘First I used to keep women, and now I’lf 
kept. Yes, the Winkler girl will support me. I tak< 
money of her. Serves him right. Still, I mus 
undress. Can’t get my boots off.^ Hullo! Hullo!’ ht 
called out, but the man who had been told off tc 
wait on him had long since gone to bed. 

He .sat down, took off his coat and waistcoat anr 
somehow managed to kick off his trousers, but for 
long time could not get his boots off — his sc 
stomach l>eing in the way. He got one off at la 
and struggled for a long time with the othr 
panting and becoming exhausted. And so with ^ 
foot in the boot-top he rolled over and began 
snore, filling the room with a smell of tobacco, wi 
and disagreeable old age. 

XII 

If Strider recalled anything that night, he was d 
traded by Vaska, who threw a rug over him, gallop 
off on him, and kept him standing till morning 
the door of a tavern, near a peasant horse. Th 
licked one another. In the morning when Strid. 
returned to the herd he kept rubbing himself. 

‘Something itches dreadfully,’ he thought. 

Five days passed. They called in a veterinai 
who said cheerfully: 

‘It’s tlie itch, let me sell him to the gipsies.’ 

‘What’s the use? Cut his throat, and get it dot* 
to-day.’ 
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The morning was calm and clear. The herd went 
pasture, but Stridcr was left behind. A strange 
in came — thin, dark, and dirty, in a coat splashed 
ith something black. It was the knacker. Without 
oking at Stridor he took hiiil by the halter they 
ad put on him and led him away. Stridor went 
uieily without looking round, dragging along af. 
jual and catching his hind feet in the straw. 
When they were out of the gate he strained to- 
ards the well, but the knacker jerked his halter, 
tying: ‘Not worth while.’ 

I'he knacker and Vaska, who followed behind, 
xnt to a hollow liehind the brick barn and stopped 
5 if there were something peculiar abfnit this very 
rdinarv' place. ^I'he knacker, handing the halter to 
’aska, tcKjk off his coat, rolled up his slt:cves, and 
ociiK cd a knife and a w^hetstone ficim his lK>ot- 
g. 1 lie gelding stretched tow'ards the halter 
“ailing to chew it a little from dullness, but he 
uld not reach it. He sighed and closed his eyes, 
s nether lip hung down, disclosing his w^orn 
low teeth, and he iH'gan to drowse to the sound 
the sharpening of the knife. Only his swollen, 
hing, outstretched leg kept jerking. Suddenly he 
t himself being taken by the lower jaw and his 
ad lifted. He opened his ey<*s. There were two 
gs in front of him; one w^as sniffing at the knacker, 
* other was sitting and watching the gelding as if 
pecting something from him. "I'hc gelding looked 
them and began to rub his jaw against the arm 
lit was holding him. 

‘Want to doctor me probably — well, let them!* 
thought. 

^^d in fact he felt that something had been done 
throat. It hurt, and he shuddered and gave a 
^vith one foot, but restrained himself and 
for what would follow. . . • Then he felt 
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5 oniethin.&^ liquid streaminc; down his neck and ch 
He heaved a profound sigh and felt better 

The whole burden of his life was eased. 

He closed his eyes and began to droop his he 
No one was holding it. Then his legs quivered ^ 
his whole bo<ly swayed. He was not so mi 
brightened as surprised. 

Iwerything was so new to him. He was surpri 
and started f'orwartl and upward, hut iusteac 
this, in moving lW)rn the spot his legs got entang 
he began to lull sub-ways, and ly\'ing to take a i 
fell forward and <iown on his left side. 

The knacker w'aitetl till the convulsions ' 
ceased; drovt' aw'ay the dogs that had crept nea 
t<K>k the gehling bv the legs, turned him on his bf* 
told Vaska to liold a leg, and began to skin 
horse. 

‘It was a horse, too,^ remarked Vaska. 

‘If he had been better fed the skin would h. 
been fine,* said the knacker. 

Vhe herd returned down hill in the evening, : i 
those on the left saw down below something nj 
round which dogs were busy and above wh' 
hawks and crows were flying. One of the dov 
pressing its paws against the carcass and swing! j 
his head, with a crackling sound tore oflf wha 
had seized hold of. The chestnut filly stopp 
stretched out her head and neck, and sniffed the 
for a long time. They could hardly drive her aw. 

At dawn, in a ravine of the old forest, down in 
overgrown glade, big-headed wolf cubs were hot 
ing joyfully. There w’ere five of them: four aim. 
alike and one little one with a head bigger than 1 
body. A lean old wolf who was shedding her ca- 
dragging her full belly with its hanging dugs aloi 
the ground, came out of the bushes and sat down i 
%X)nt of the cubs. The cubs came and stood mnn 
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• in a scmi-circle. She went up to the smallest, 
’d bendi her knee and holding her muzzle 
wn, made some convulsive rnoveinenis, and 
^eniiig her large sharp-foolhcd jaws disgoiged a* 
^•ge piece of hors<*flesh. ^’hl• bigger cubs lushed 
jivards her, but she moved thrt‘ateiiingly* at them 
1 let the little one have it ;ill. Tlie little on», 
j^wliiig as if in anger, pulled tlie horseflesh under 
rp and began to goige. In the s;ime way the 
pher wolf coughed up a pii^ce for the second, the 
ud, and all fivc^of them, and then lay down in 
at of' them to rest. 

w'e<‘k later only a large skull and tw^o shouidcr- 
-H^des lay behind the barn, tin* rest had all been 
\ 'll away. In summer a fie.isant, collecting 
jnes, caiiied away these shouhJcr-blades and skull 
1 [)ut them to use. 

The di‘ad body of Serpukhov’sk<>y, w^hic h had 
*>jlked about the earth eating and <lrinking, w^as 
I under ground muc h later. Neither his skin, nor 
, flesh, nor his bones, were of any use. 

^ust as for the last twenty years his body that had 
'>jlkcd the earth had been a great burden to ev<‘ry- 
t>dy, so the putting away of that body was again 
additional trouble to pc'ople. He had not been 
piled by anylK>dy for a long time and had only 
, gn a burden, yet the dead who bury their dead 
^vnd it necessary to clothe that swollen Ix^dy, 
iiich at once began to decompose, in a good 
aiform and good lx>ots and put it into a new and 
^pensive cofiin with new tassels at its four corners, 
,d then to place that cofiin in another cofTin of lead, 

V take it to Moscow and there dig up some long 
^ied human bones, and to hide in that particular 
this decomposing maggotty body in its new 
»n and pPpUsb^ boots, and cover it ail up 
l^th. 
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